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INTRO DU CT ION. 

Giving a snoxr Hisrozv of the Risz; Procress,' 


— 
* 


and Errecrts of the Al Axu in SCOTLAND re- 
ſpecting the Porisk BI I. | 


— 


Y. 2 Britiſh act of parſiament, 14th of his preſent Maje- | 
ſty, the Roman Catholic religion was re-eſtabliſhed in 


| Canada. This province had before the laſt peace been ſubject 


to the crown of France, by which means, a great number of 
the inhabitants were Papiſts, and a connivance at their ſu- 
perſtition ſeemed neither very dangerous nor impolitic, dur- 
ing their good behaviour; but that a free Proteſtant govern- 
ment, ſhould, upon any cenfideration whatever, give ſuch 
public legal ſupport to a ſect, whoſe principles are ſubverſive 
of the Britiſh conſtitution and the Reformation, was a mea- 
ſure of which the propriety is at leaſt very doubtful. Grid 

The unhappy diſpntes between North America and Great 
Britain, were by this time commenced, and this meaſure was 
enumerated among the grievances, from which they took 
their riſe *. Even the friends of religion and liberty in Bri- 
tain, could not help murmuring an earneſt wiſh that the act 
had not been paſſed. It is, pertraps, unwarrantable to ſcan the 
ways of providence fo 8 as ſome people of more 
forward zeal have done, by ſuppoſing that the Canada popiſn 
bill brought down the vengeance of heaven in the national 
calamities which followed; but we may ſafely ſay, that it 
hath been the beginning of many evils. * 

In the year 1777, a public toleration was granted, by act 
of parliament, to the Roman Catholic religion in Ireland, and 


next year the ſame compliment was paid to it in England. 


'The moſt open and unambiguous encouragement was thus 
given to © a church which” as its warmeſt ſriends, if they 
are Proteſtants at all, muſt admit, *profefies many doctrines 


which are a contradiction to reaſon, and a diſgrace to reli- 
„gion.“ A church whoſe fundamental princi le: 6c prepare — 


: * 


(T N 5 Luise r 14.14% K 
| * See American Addreſs io the inhabitants of Great a3 
in O&ober 1774, asd the Congreſs petition to his Majeſty i» 

render, e e n ene 
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Ad break the mind for political ſervitude.” ic A ſyſtem 


$ E 5 of ſuperſtition which is the firmeſt foundation of civil ty- 
122” # ranny.—— A. religion whoſe very ſpirit,” as well as practico, 


« is perſecuting, ſanguinary and encroaching “.“ 

Such eedings were in themſelves alarming, but they 
hecame ſtill more fo from the circumſtances with which they 
vere attended, Phe laws againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters have 
been long a reproach upon the Engliſh government. Though 
King William III. our glorious - deliverer from civil and re- 


ligious ſlavery, defired theſe laws might be repealed, yet they 


continued ftill in force. Since that time, applications have 
again and again been made for the ſame purpoſe, but made 
in vain. And a very few years ago, even in this liberal, en- 
lightened and unbigotted age, a motion in parliament for 
Tuch repeal was rejected by a very great majority f. When 
the bill in favours of Popery was propoſed, it paſſed without 
one diſſenting voice. Such ſtrange unaccountable partiality 


could not have failed to raiſe unfavourable conjectures, and 


might have. juſtified very loud complaints. Bat this was not 
all, the Engliſh repeal was, puſhed through iament with 
uncommon haſte and . at the very end of the ſeſſion; 
and amongſt the few members then preſent, mote than one 
declared, that a ſimilar bill for Scotland would be preſented 
whenever the parliament ſhould again be met. , 
Private murmurs were now, by no means ſufficient. A 
meeting of the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
happened juſt about the time when theſe news arrived, and 
ſome worthy members, who till eonfidered © the clergy to 
be the immediate guardians of the Proteſtant religion t,” 
thought it the fitteſt * opportunity for canvaſſing the matter, 
and publicly taking ſuch ſteps as might appear neceſſary to 
i e 1 * TY 19 . a prevent 
Dr. Robereſon's hiſtory of Scotland, vol. i. p. 205. 118. 


* * 


156. 229. %. . 


2 4 How unlike the rrexmen which Fpiſcopacy hath met with | 


io Scotland, natwithſtanding all the barbarity of perſecution 
«+ which was employed in its ſupport, during the 19th century.” 
Dre Robertſon's biffory of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 255, The laft 
ſeſſion of parligment, removed ſome of the moſt ſevere penalties, 


 826inſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters, yet they are by no means on an 


equal footing with the Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scotland. The 
Piflenters in ireland, ade not yet relieved from any of the peralties. 


4 Dy. Robertſon's Hiltory of Scorſand, rol, is p. 163. 


* 
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reve the Ginger which eee to be ſo near. — os 
was accordingly made for. this purpoſe; but, to the ſur Dok + 
of many, only 24 members voted for the motion, 7 
ed and proteſted, and their diſſent, as worthy of prefervation, a 
is placed at the head of this collection - 

The motion's being thus thrown out, might, perhaps, be _ 
owidg to the very imperfect information, that could be thew' - \ 
= reſpecting the nature and extent of the repeats but the 

| iſh act deity printed ſoon after, remov uncer- 
ow about what we were to expect in Scotland, the effect 
_ was to 1 ere — more ſeriouſly upon the 
ulyec. | 
Several ſynods, at their firſt Re took che cutter — 
conſideration, and publiſhed theit ſentiments upon it. . Some 
went even ſo far as to draw up petitions to his Majeſty and 
both Hbuſes of Parliament. A petition of the ſynod of Roſs, 
is the only one —— could be [ve — for |  ebotiont. 
(See it, p. 297.) | 
} | The ifion of the General Aﬀembly ſhould have 2 E: 
in November, and in their very appointment' there is an in- 
poet R 1 
no buſineſs could be done. + 
The meeting of parliament was now at hand, and the pe- 
piſts themſelves ſounded the alarm. Even prudence could 
not reſtrain their zeal ; and their inſolent boaſting of favours, 
not yet obtained, contributed to raiſe up that general oppo- 5 
fition which, in the end, occaſioned their diſappointment. 3 
They gave out, that an eminent Scots Counſellor was ein- 
ployed to draw up the bill, and that matters were ſs pre- 
pared at Court, that it would be pafſed without difficulty or 
delay. This ſubject was of too great and general importance 
do be the topic of common cenverſation, without ſoon 
Aucing ſomething further. About the end of November, 1 
few citizens of Edinburgh met, for the purpoſe of ſerĩoufl 
conſidering what could be done, or ought to be — 
They ſaw the danger, but they knew not how to prevent it. 
All therefore that they reſolved upon, was, that a more full 
and public meeting ſhould: be held on Fueſday the iſt of 
— — that thoſe who were friends to the — 'thould 
be defired to attend; and, in the mean time, that advice 
thould be taken of fuch perſons as might be e 60 give the. 
direction which was ſo much wanted. 
The meeting was full, and a number of 
citizens were preſent. They were unanimous as to ꝓhe end 
in view, but differed much as to the means of attaining it. ; 
After _ reaſoning, upon various opinions that were deli- | 


vered, * 


"es INTRODUCTION.: 


warte n was agreed, That the caſe being extremely delicate. 
; meaſures ſhould be conducted with the great - 
p caution. They at ent only publiſhed in the news- 
papers, 2 thort general declaration of theirown ſentiments 
and defired that a perſon whoſe profeſſion led him to —4 
8 — whoſe affection to the — they could de , 
upon, 1h 3 ns i ary Po 
pery, of = elf, and ſuch other facts as might appear 
neceſſary for the information. of the public. By this all were 
enabled to judge of the matter, and might join in the 1 
ſition or not, as they themſelves thought proper,—A volun- 
tary ſubſcription was alſo propoſed, \Gefroping — ex- 
pences 2 be incurred. 
Da. At next general meeting, on the th of che 
7. ſame month, it was reſolved, that ſome applica- 
tion ſhould be made to the town-council, and incorporations 
of the city of Edinburgh, and to other boroughs through 
Scot land, in order to make them take the lead in an affair of 
ſuch general concern. But this, with the other occaſional 
ſteps, particularly carrying on a regular correſpondence, which 
1 be requiſite, was not buſineſs that could be tranſact- 
ed by a numerous afſembly ; a committee was therefore aps 
pointed for that purpoſe. | 
The following gentlemen were the a members of 
this Committee :>— Mr. William Dickſon, of Water- 
Preſes. Mr. Ralph Bowie, writer, Secretary. 3 f 
Walter Ruſſel, merchant, Treaſurer. . Patrick Bowie, 
Me Richard Lake, writer.—--Mr. John Welch, 
Gare Wallace, merohiant.—— Mr. es Miller, glover, 
eph Lachlan, merchant. .-_ Mr. Walter Scott, 
| CT Alexander Ritchie, merchant. Mr. Da- 
vid Lindſay, merchant.— Rev. Mr. David Grant—Mr. 
John Watſon, merchant, Leith, - | 
The Right Honourable Lord George Gordon, was after- 
wards elected a member of the Committee, and the active and 
_ 2ealous part, his Lordſhip took in this important matter, will 
cxer be gratefully remembered by his Proteſtant countrymen. 
It deferves particular regard, that his Lordſhip's firſt parli- 
amentary appearance in this cauſe was entirely unſollicited, 
and the ſingular care and attention with which he afterwards 
exerted himſelf, both in and out of parliament, muſt have 
endeared his Lordſhip's charatter to all the true friends of 
religion and . | | | 
From . 


| * See this Declaration, p F 3 roo! 19,72 


— 
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Ste et aero] die dis em ho 
the Committee. of Correſpondence 3 and, in an Addreſs publiſh- 


ed by one of the members, thoſe of their countrymen” who | 


entertained the ſame ſentiments. on the ſubject, were invited 


to correſpond. with them under that deſignation, — hey im- 
mediately reſolved, that beſides private letters, which thould 


be written on the ſubject, to their acquaintanecs, by each 
individual member, they ſhould ſend a public circular letter 


to all the boroughs in Scotland, The Committee had. 


frequent meetings. They took advice of counſel as to the 
legal mode of application to the legiſlature z and amongſt o- 
ther things, being of opinion that a petition ſhould: be pre- 
ſented to the Town- Council of Edinburgh from the inhabi- 
tants, a ſcroll was ordered to be drawn. up, and a general 
_ advertiſed, by which it ſnould be approved or re- 

| Ge . 5157 „ 
Ide magiſtrates readily. gave acceſs to the Ne- 


Church Ayle, where this meeting was accordingly Das. 27. 


held on the 27th of December *. The petition be- 1778. 
ing read over, was unanimouſly approved, and a very | 
reſpectable magiſtrate then preſent, to preſent it to the 


council. The meeting alſo authorifed their former Com- 


mittee, to write immediately to a Solicitor upon the ſubject, 
to employ Counſel in London, and to take every other ſtep 
which might appear expedient. CO ATION OH HO 0g 5 
Some people, little acquainted with the origin of our con- 
ſtitution, and the fundamental principles of a free govern- 
ment, begar now to talk of theſe meetings as illegal. But 
the Town-Council acted upon juſter reaſoning. Ihe peti- 
tion might not be ſtrictly formal, yet ſure it was ſufficient to 
make he ſubject of it deſerve their ſerious conſideration. 
In ſuch extraordinary caſes, it is ridiculous to talk of forms. 
The neceſſity of the caſe, and the importance of the ob- 


te ject, might juſtify any departure from common and eſta- 


« bliſhed forms +4.” | \ — 
At laſt meeting the r view of the ſtatutes, 
Oe. was diſtributed among thoſe 

Here, once for all, it may be remarked, that this and other 
weetings, however numerous, conſiſted of the molt creditable ci- 
tizens in Edinburgh, and every thiog was carried on with the 
gremeſt order add decorum. Minutes were kept of all the pro- 
ceedings, and: regular accounts of every fixpence received ot ex- 
pended; and open to the inſpection of all concerned; 


1 Dr, Robertſon's hiſtory of Scotland, val. i. p- 208. 5 
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of t were ſent to all the members of council. The Com- 
mittee reſolved alſo, to ſend copies to the — — n. 
out Scotland, and to their other particular . —— 

In confequence of the authori en them by the 
meeting, they likewiſe agreed to appoint Mr. n = 
would their ſolicitor in London. 

Matters now went on with the . unanimity. De- 
— and Reſolutions againſt the repeal were publiſhed 
from every corner of the kingdom. Aſſociations were form- 
ed in different places, and particularly at Glaſgow, where 
alſo a Committee of Correſpondence was eſtabliſhed; 

A form of petitions to the ke Houſe of Lords and Commons 

received from London, copies were tranſmitted, with 
a letter of directions to the different incorporations and ſo- 
cieties, who had declared their ſentiments. Moſt of the 
royal. boroughs, and other bodies politic, drew up and ſigned 
ſuch petitions, and thouſands of private individuals were 
EG in aus 1 N their, pong to rey Nr *. 2 = 


"* 1 
— . LI 


* W “ 6 COMMONS of Great Britain, in 
Parliament tet The non PzTITION ot” | 


> 5? 1. 120 


Meret, That your piggy PO TOY from the votes of nn 
| honourable N Tuat | 


"4 j , (4 A y ; 14 
{4 FR "7 , ? +3 . I «4+ = _— 


"That your _ petitioners are greatly alarmed at 1114 nature 1 
tendeneꝝ of the bill ſo propoſed to be brought is, as they con- 
ceive it to be ditectly in oppoſition to the fundamental principles 
of the conſtitution of this kiogdow, both i io church and ſtate, and 


hight ly WRC the oY of both. | pd 


y * 
* x 


That your petitioners are called + their here duty | 
to Gon; by their conſtitutional duty to their wr ;—and by 
thelr parental duty to poſterity—to oppoſe and reſiſt, by all law- 
fol ways and means, every attempt that is, or may be made, to 

repeal and diſcontinue the Jaws now in force in this kingdom, for 
preventing the growth of Popery. | . 
\ Tour petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, That they may have 
1, there to be heard by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt 
. the ſaid bill, and evgry part thereof ; and that the ſame may 
not paſi inte @ law ; and that your pelition:rs may bave ſuch 
other relief i in the premiſſes, as to this Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 

And your petitioners ſhall exer pray, * 

0 


g 
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In p 
« able . 


to public 
. pub — 3 
trous of the Roman Catholic — 
rag — ms end 
- my matters, could not wait till was 
the — conſtitutional oppoſition 3- they thought this 
chapel, and what was ſaid about it, ſufficient proof that all; 
was over; and a fitter object of blind revenge could ſcarce- 
1 — — —— * e 


To the ho Beebe . the © LORDS a rofia 2 wwe 
— * be The Youngs! e on "EY *F 
* | be 1561 


be; That your ee —— the — 
able the — rar m „An 

* 1 ©. 

That * petitioners are | it 2 at "the ature and 

tendency of the ſaid bill; as they conceive it to be directly in 

poſition to the fundamental principles of the conſtitution of this 

kingdom, both in church and ſtate, and highly endangering the 


ſaſety of both, 


1 8824 . ö Fs 14 . S, 2 + 
* . * , . Ys , 


That'your petitioners are called Sn their ſacred 42 | 
to God dy their eonſlitutional duty to their conntry ;—and by 
their parental duty to polterity—to oppoſe and refilt, by all lawful - 
ways and means, every attempt that is, or may be made, to repeal 
or diſcontinue the laws now in res i in this "gn for proves | | 
ing the growth of Popery. 47 


Taur petitioners, therefore,. humbly pray your Lordſhip, That 
lo may have liberty to. be heard by themſelves, or nf 
2 againſt the ſaid bill, and every part thereof; and 

that the ſame may not paſs into 4 law ; and that your peti- 
tioners may have ſuch other relief in the premises, as to 
your net in your great wiſdom, hall ſeem meet. 
And your beute ſhall exer pray, 


ww Hides of Scotland, yol. i. p. 159. 
4-5 b 


Cn wy 


| | matters as —_ as ever. . [cop greens to the Houſe of 
= "wah. Commons 


his Majeſty's [ol rm 
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be wnsle IMWuſe was loom deſtroyed . The mob like- | 
plundered a library belonging to ws Hay, and the 
old popich chapel at his houſf ?: 
Some have „ the magiſtrates for their conduQt uren 
this — they were | 
compared 4 — 
therwiſe! rente 
— Dee 
— ng «wore ſo ſenſeleſs as to con- 


fate wks nds 9 | — Frotel not only in direct 


1 — eſtan, but, at that. 


time eſpecially, were very i improdent. af Wi; 


On the gth of the fame month, a mob — de- 
ed the goods in the ſhop of a Papiſt, who, like moſt of 


— 
his bigotted brethren, had not been very moderate in his 


lang age and behaviour. But they did no further damage. 
is ſpirit of mobbing, was happlly ſoon checked, by aſ- 
* from London, that the 1 repeal was now 


Fi laid aſide. A proclamation the magiſtrates of Edinburgh, 


to this purpoſe came but a day too late, and a letter from 
Lord Weymouth, fecretaty of ſtate whe Lond Jultith Cleak, 


was ſo ſatisfactory, as to remove all preſent fear +." 


' But a new application of the Papiſts, was like to make 


BA 


0 61 57 a E 27 860 


on See deen, p P- 227. „ Ie oy 4 
t5 the Right Honourable Lon JusTicE Clins.” 


Edinhurgh, Feb. 12. 1779. 
8 from Lord Viſcount Weymouth, 
tary of ſtate, for the Southern depart- 
ment, dated St. James's, Febepary 8.279 · addreſſed to Lord 
Jaſtice Clerk, in which, after informing him of the indiſpoſition of 
the Earl of Suffolk, to whom, as ſecretary of ſtate for the Norther 
r Lord Joltice Clerk's letters had been addreſſed, 
fier expreſſing | reat concert for the Harms which had been 


/ THIS dap a letter 


. raiſed is the minds of the people of Scotland, upon the ſubject of 
as intended repeal 'of the laws againſt Papiſts, his ſhip gives 


the mol os 483 URANCES, that no ſuch bit is intended to 
be brought Int parliament by any member of government, or by 
any other perſon'known to his Lordſhip, and defires Lord Juſtice 
Clerk immediately to take 1 5 courſe as he ſhall judge moſt ex · 
nen to * the minds of | ranks of people on' that ſabjeq. 
add T 16. Mi W 
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Commons 2 petition, ſetting forth the injuries they had re- 
ceived in 5 I, and eraving not only indemnification fo 
| thetr loſſes, buy alſo parliamentary ion to their perſons 
and properties. At the ſame time there was diſperſed among 
the members, a memorial eontaining the groſſeſt * 
ſentations of facts, with the moſt ſcurrilous W-natured reflec- 
tions upon the people of Scotland in general, and the magi- 
ſtrates of Edinbur ee and all this in language 
„ RD AP iN pirit of that ſyſtem it was meant to 
vour. 8 
The admiſſion of the Roman Catholic petition into the 
Houſe of Commons, was not 2 little extraordinary. It was 
evidently incompetent, and, by the Scots members at leaſt, 
ought to have been conſidered as a direct affront upon the 
laws and judges of this part of the united kingdom. Our 
courts are open to every ſubject. A Papiſt is as ſure as 2 
Proteſtant to obtain redreſs, of injuries, and as to ſecurity 
both of their perſons and their rights, they are upon an 
equal footing. What title then had Papiſts to expect more, 
or rather, hat more could they have? A reſolution of the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons, nay, an act of the Britiſh parli- 
ament, would not ſurely be more ref than ſtatutes 
made by the Parliament of Scotland. But more was meant 
than was expreſſed. There was an infidious deſign of thus 
virtually repealing our laws againſt Jeſuits, ſeminary prieſts, 
&c. and againſt the very dangerous privilege of W en- 
joying heritable property. It was viewed in this light by 
moſt of the Proteſtants of this country, and muſt have again 
produced a general alarm. But the claim 3 
ſoon referred to the determination of arhiters, ſo the . 
grounds of the petition being removed, the fears ariſing from 
it likewiſe ceaſed. v1 1 
From the foregoing narration, of facts, the genuine ſenti · 
ments of the people of Scotland, of every denomination 
fully appear. The reſolutions now to follow, will ſhow 
the firmneſs and unazimity with which che whole were afto- 
ated. 2 N — s | > . ws * „ i>.s 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the Cavncn of Scor- 


LAND. 


Edinburgh, 1 23. 1778. 
x Sauer, which is the firſt diet for buſineſs in the 
Oy ons members propoſed, that in the anſwer 
to the King's letter, or in "eb > addreſs to his Majeſty, 
notice ſhould be taken of the bill brought into parliament 
for repealing the acts for preventing the growth of Popery. 
But it being objected that the nature of that bill was not yet 
known, and the Lord Advocate promiſing ſome iaformation 
on a future day, the affair was delayed till Thurſday, 


* Adinburgb, May 28. 1778. 

A motien being made, that as a bill for the relief of the 
Roman Catholics in England, has been lately brought into 
parliament, and is already paſſed in the Houſe of Commons; 
and as the next ſeſſion of parliament may perhaps be over & 
fore another General Aſſembly, that this aſſembly may 
particular inſtructions to their Commiſſion, that, at t 
ſtatcd meetings, they ſhould be very watchful over the 125 
reſts of the Proteſtant religion in this part of the united op 
doms; and that they be very attentive Ge whe any propoſal 
ſhall be made to extend the bill to Scotland; and, i 
thing occur, to make an 2 8 meeting of the Gan 
miſſion neceſſary, this Aſſembl 4 regard their moderator 

lives at a great diſtance from burgh) impower and or- 
dain their principal clerk, upon a requiſition made by the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, or by any ten miniſters of the 


Church, to call an extraordinary meeting of the Commiſſion,” 


by advertiſements m the 3 and the Aſſembly ap- 
| | Fo 
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point all their members to acquaint their conſtituents. with 
the · above reſolution, that {6 they may fend proper inform 
atiom concerning this matter to the meetings of the Commiſ- 
ſion.— The Aſſembly, after reaſoning at great length upon 
the motion, rejected the ſame, and allowed diſſents to be ta- 
ken in to- morrow.— For the motion 24, againft it 118. 
e | 
$15 | ', Edinburgh, May 29. 1778. 
From which ſentence, Dr. Gillies (of Glaſgow) in his own 
name, and in the name of all who ſhall adhere to him, thinks 
himſelf under a neceſſity of diſſenting, for the following, 
among other reaſons : 7 
1. Though we have the utmoſt deteſtation of every thing 
that wears the appearance of perſecution for conſcience ſake, 
yet we cannot help thinking, that the repeal of a law which 
ſelf-preſervation once rendered neceflary for defending the 
reformed intereſt in theſe lands, againſt the arts and violence 
df thoſe whoſe intolerant principles oblige them to perſecute 
all who differ from them, is an objett that demands the pe- 
 euliar attention of this Church. And though we were aſſured 
that the preſent bill, reſpecting Roman Catfolics, doth not 
extend beyond England, yet as we were informed fo ſame. 
authority, that it was in contemplation to make a ſimilar law 
for this part of the united kingdom, we cannot help thinking 
that the ſilence and inactivity of this national Aſſembly, on 
important an occaſion, and eſpecially their refuſing to give any 
particular inſtructions to their Commiſſion on this head, will 
encreaſe, inſtead of allaying the fears of the people under our 
charge, to whom the propoſed repeal of a law made at the 
memorable æra of the Revolution, hath already given a very 
general alarm. Eſpecially, becauſe, een 
2. The preſent ſtate of the Proteſtant intereſt among us, 
doth loudly call upon us to be more upon our guard, and to 
exert aurſelves with greater vigour for its ſupport and pre- 
. ſervation, as there is too good reaſon to believe that the Po- 
| py emiſſaries have of late been unufually active and ſucceſſ- 
ul. And it is notorious, that in ſeveral places of Scotland, and 
even in the motropolis, Popery has been upon the increaſe for 
ſeveral years paſt. : | | 
3. No more was intended by the propoſed motion than to- 
apply the ſpirit and genius of the Aſlembly's annual charge to. 
their Commiſſion, (' To advert to the intereſt of the church 
upon every occaſion, that the church and preſent eſtabliſh-.. 
* ment thereof, do not ſuffer, or ſuſtain. any prejudice yn | 
| | « they 
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DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, &c. 3 
sf they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable,”) for guard. 
ing againſt a poffible, if not a probable danger, by ſubjoining 
to the uſual clauſe, (The faid commiſſioners are appointed 
and impowered to keep a correſpondence with the commit- 
'« tee for reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for 7 2 
„ preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reformation. 
© in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance concurrence therein; 
« and if need be to apply to the government, for a proper re- 
e medy, and ſpeedy redreſ*s,”) a ſpecial inſtruction to attend, 
particularly to any bill for. Scotland, that may be. brought in- 
to parliament, previous to the next meeting of Aſſembly, 5 
ſimilar to the bill for England, that gave occaſion to this mo- 


tion. | | | 
5 Signed by Dr. John Gillies. | 
Adkered to by Mr. Charles Niſbet - Mr. Colin Gillies 

Mr. John Burns Mr. Robert Bogie—Mr, David Dickſon 
Mr. William Tait — Mr. John Spence - Mr. William Dun 

Mr. James Gray Mr. William Gun - Mr. William Hut- 

ton, —Miniſters, 12. —Mr. David Low- Mr. Patriek 

Crow Mr. James Fergus — Ruling elders, 3. * 


8 I NOD or RELIE F. 
| Edinburgh, May 26. 1978. 
THIS day the Synod of Relief met here, when there 
was laid belive them an overture, to which the ſynod 
unanimouſly agreed, viz. 4 Though the Synod of Relief 
heartily deteſt the doctrine: of perſecution for confcience 
ſake, yet conſidering that a bill is now depending before 
the parliament, for repealing certain penal ſtatutes againſt 
Popery, the ſynod think themſelves obliged to call the at- 
tention of their members to this important ſubje& ; That if 
in the event it is found, that the bill when paſſed into a law, 
has any hurtful tendency to the Proteſtant intereſt, the mi- 
niſters of the Relief body may exert themſelves, in their re- 
ſpective congregations, to prevent the growth and progreſs 
of a religion already ſpreading faſt in our land, many of the 
principles of which are falſe and impious, and incompatible 
with the natural, civil, and religious rights of mankind ; and 
that the preſbyteries of Relief correſpond with each other, 
by their moderators, on this ſubject. „ 


Extracted from the ſynod records by 10 
AxDrREw THOMSON, Syn. Clk, 
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© Provincrat. SYNOD or GLENELG: | 


C a 
„ 2 | | Glenelg, July 3. 1778. 
provincial ſynod of Glenelg, having met this day, 
and taken into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the I 
progreſs of Popery, of late, within their bounds ; the arts 
and induſtry practiſed by the profeſſors of that religion to 
gain proſelytes; the diſmal ſituation into which, at different 
times, their audaciaus attempts brought this nation, to the 
almoſt utter ſubverſion of her happy eonſtitution both in 
church and ſtate; together with the noble ſtand which our 
anceſtors made to ſtem the torrent of this ſuperſtitious inun- 
dation, by which this nation now enjoys 1 both 
civil and eccleſiaſtical: And particularly conſidering the ten- 
dency of a bill, which there is reaſon to believe is intended 
to be ſoon brought into parliament, in favours of the Roman 
Catholics in Scotland, the ſynod reſolved to give this public 
teſtimony of their diſapprobation of ſaid bill ever paſſing in- 
to a law, eſpecially as far as it ſhall have a tendency to give 
additional ſpirit and boldneſs to the indefatigable affiduities 
and artifices of trafficking prieſts. 72 N 
SYNOD or GLASGOW AN AYR. 
—.— Glaſgow, Obey 13. 1778. 

THE ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr appointed a day of pub- 
lic faſting and humiliation, to be held within their bounds on 
the ſecond Thurſday of December, on account of the various 
evils which at preſent much abound, but particularly on ac- 
count of the rapid progreſs of infidelity, and the encourage- 
ment given to bon, The ſynod likewiſe appointed a com- 
mittee to wait upon the Lord Advocate, to inform him of the 
ſpirit of the people in this part of the country, ares the 
relaxation of the popiſh penal laws; and requeſting his lord- 
ſhip, if any motion is brought into parliament for extending 

that relaxation to Scotland, to give it all the oppoſition in his 
5 pou They alſo recommend it to all the miniſters in the 
ſynod to reviſe the ſtudy of the popiſh controverſy, and 

preach frequently againſt it. The ſynod likewiſe agreed, that, 
in caſe the faid bill is attempted to be brought in, they 
will make a dutiful application to king, lords, and commons 
| 51. | SYNOD 
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SYNOD or PERTH and STIRLING. © 
Ned cog = Perth, October 21. 1978: 
THE Synod of Perth and Stirlin hong oo an act paſ- 
ſed laſt Seſſion of Parliament for relieving his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects profeſſing the Popiſh religion in England, Wales, and 
Berwick upon Tweed, from certain Lew © and diſabilities 
impoſed on them by an act made in the reign of King Wil- 
liam III. entitled, An act for the further preventing the growth 
9. Popery.: Having alſo reaſon to believe, that a motion will 
made, in the next ſeſſion of parliament, to grant to per- 
ſons profeſſing the ſame religion in Scotland a like relief from 
the penalties to which they are by law ſubjected, took this 
matter under their ſerious and detiberate conſideration ; and, 
| judging, it to be of deep concern, as afteQting the intereſts of 
the Proteſtant religion, of good morals, and civil hberty, (in- 


tereſts which are and ought to be dear to the members of | 


the church of Scotland, to our Proteſtant brethren of all 
denominations, and to the friends of our happy civil conſti- 
tution,) think it incumbent on them, as office-bearers in an 
extenſive province of this national church, to expreſs their 
web ons of the dangerous tendency and pernicious ef- 
fects of fuch a repeal of the penalties of law againſt Papiſts, 
and ſuch a toleration of the public exerciſe an pn teach- 
ing of the Romiſh religion as is granted by the ſaid ſtatute. 
e ſynod are very far from grudging the li enjoyed 
dy all his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects profefling the Proteſtant 
religion, though difſenting from the Eſtabliſhed Church, of 
openly avowing their faith, and worthipping God according 
to their conſciences. They eſteem this a privilege to which 
they are intitled, and rejoice in their full poſſeſſion of it. But, 
viewing the Popiſh religion in the ſame light in which it has 
ever been viewed by this church ſince the Reformation, as 
in its principles and ſpirit ſubverſive of every other ſyſtem of 
faith and mode of worſhip, and alſo dangerous to the civil as 
well as religious liberties of mankind, they muſt diſapprove 
| of every meaſure which tends to promote the growth of ſo 
| Hurtful a ſuperſtition. The hiſtory of this nation furniſhes 
many examples of its ' pernicious influence, ſo well known 
that they need not be particularly ſpecified. The ſynod 
ought not, and cannot forget, the imminent danger to which 
our religion and civil rights were expoſed by Popiſh bigotry, 
under the reign of the laſt James, and will ever remember, 
with gratitude, our deliverance from that danger by the 175 
rious Revolution. They alſo venerate the piety and will 4 | 
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of the legiſlators of both kingdoms, in the (provifion made 
after that memorable æra for preventing the growth of Po- 
perys Not only the ſpirit of that religion, and the bold ef- 
forts, made by its votaries before the Revolution, to deprive 
us of our religion and liberties, but alſo two rebellions fince 
that period in favour of the excluded popiſh family, ſupport- 
ed by the zeal and arms of Roman Catholics, vindicate the 
__ neceſſity of that proviſion. | : | 
.. Notwithſtanding the reſtraints laid upon the Popiſh clergy 
by the penalties, of law, they have been, and now are, nume- 
rous and active; and, in many parts of Scotland, the zealous 
endeavour of Proteſtant miniſters, miſſionaries and catechiſts, 
have not been able to 3 their making proſelytes, and 
keeping thouſands of the people in the fetters of ſuperſtition. 
if then, under theſe reſtraints, their zeal has effectuated fo 
much, what would have been their ſucceſs if they had been 
itted to teach their religion, to celebrate its rites, and to 
practiſe all their arts of deluſion, in an open and public man- 
ner? It is true, that the meetings of Roman Catholics, for 
the exerciſe of their religion, in a private way, have been con- 
nived at by government; and the fynod are far from wiſhing 
to ſee the penalties of law executed againſt them with ſeveri- 
ty ; they rather rejoice in that mildneſs of adminiſtration 
which only reſtrains from open inſult and barefaced violation 
of the laws. That this reſtraint is the chief hardſhip to which 
thoſe of the Romiſh church in Scotland have been ſubjected, 
merely for their religion, will not be denied. The ſynod 
judge this reſtraint reaſonable and neceſſary; and that relief 
from it, in the ample form in which it is now granted to the 
Roman Catholics in England, if extended to Scotland, would, 
from the ſtate of the Highlands and Iſlands, and many other 
circumſtances, be in a peculiar manner injurious to the in- 
tereſts of the Proteſtant religion, and civil liberty, in this par- 
of the united kingdoms. They obſerve, with much concern, 
that this relief and indulgence would greatly obſtru&t the 
laudable efforts of the incorporated Society for Propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge, and alſo his Majeſty's pious purpoſe in 
his annual donation of ic. ſterling, for ſpreading the know- 
ledge of true religion and the principles of loyalty in the High- 
lands and iſlands. And this. ſtatute, with the — we, 
extenſion of it to Scotland, appears to the ſynod as an evil 
of the moſt formidable aſpect, inaſmuch as it gives free acceſs 
and liberty to Jeſuits who have been ng of holding 
principles ſubverſive of the moſt ſacred obligations, moral and 
religious, and, on account of theſe principles, and correſpond- 
ing practices, expelled even from Roman Catholic — 
| dom s 
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doms) to diffufe the poiſon of their deteſtable tenets in this 
Proteſtants and free ſtate. tt 
The ſynod, therefore, conſidering the relief now granted 
to Papiſts in England as hurtful to true religion, to. good 
and to civil liberty, find themſelves obliged to de- 
clare their diſapprobation of it, and their reſolution to concur 
with the Honourable Society for Propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and with their bret in other ſynods and judica- 
tories of this church, in oppoſing, by all prudent and con- 
ſtitutional methods, the extenſion of it to Roman Catholics 
in Scotland; and they appoint a committee of their number 
to correſpond with the faid Society, and with other ſynods, 
in order to concert meaſures for ſaid purpoſe. They alſo au- 
thoriſe and appoint. their moderator, with the advice of faid 
committee, to call a meeting of ſynod pra ze nata, at ſuch 


time and place as the committee ſhall direct (of which meet= 


ing an advertiſement in the Edinburgh news-papers ſhall be 
deemed a ſufficient intimation) to conſult farther concerning 
this matter. | 3 1 5 
Provincial SYNOD or ANGUS AND. 
1 MEARNS. 5 + +. 2 1035 
; entrgſe, Offober 27: 1778. 
_ THE ſynod having ſeen and conſidered an act paſſed in the 
lait ſeſſion of the parliament of Great Britain, entitled, An 
act for relieving his Majeſty's ſubjects profeſſing the popiſh reli- 
gion, from certain penalties and diſabilities impoſed on them by 
an act made in thei rth and 12th years of the reign of K.Wil- 
liam III. entitled, An act for the further preventing the growth 
of Po ;” and having reaſon to believe, that a bill will be 
brought into partiament, next ſeſſion, in order to have the 
faid act extended to Scotland; and being apprehenſive, that 
many and great dangers wilt ariſe to the Proteſtant intereſt, and 
civil liberty in general, and to our happy conſtitution in church 
and ſtate, from ſuch procedure; they therefore judge it in- 
cumbent on them, as office-bearers in an extenſiveand very po- 
pulous province of this part of the united kingdom, to take 
every prudent and conſtitutional meaſure to expreſs, their diſ- 
ſatisfaQtion with ſuch procedure, and to endeavour to prevent 
the extenſion of ſo dangerous a law to this part of the king 
dom of Great Britain. And, for that effect, they hereby ap- 
point a committee of their number to correſpond with other . 
ſynods on this ſubject, and impower and appoint their mode- 
rator, with the advice of this committee, or a majority of them, 
to call a pro re nata meeting of ſynod, at ſuch time and place 
85 28 
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ſhallthink fit, — meeting, an few ring in the 
h news-papers ſhall be deemed a ſufficient intimation 


Edinburg 
to all the members) in order to concert ſuch meaſures as the 


| ſynod ſhall think beſt, for preventing the extenſion of faid 

law to Scotland: And appoint this E of fynod to de 

l Courant and Mercur. 
| Extratied by 


| 1 ADDN, Ck. Syn. 
born. SYNOD « OF GALLOWAY. \'- 


* e — Oder 28, 1. 
_ "THE 23 3 met and coriſtitut- 
E » and conſidering that the act of parliament paſſed 
laſt ſeffion, — the Roman Catholics, gives them 2 
2 of toleration that was denĩed the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
d and Ireland, upon their application for relief from 
the —5 ſtatutes in force againſt them. This inſtance of ap- 
parent partiality in favours of Popery gives them much con- 
cern; and it is their opinion, that, if a ſimilar act in favours 
of Popery, is extended to Scotland, while the Diſſenters con- 
tinue to e diſregarded in En land and Ireland: this will en- 
3 uneaſineſs and diſſatisfaction: The ſynod, there- 
fore, unanimouſly. agree to publiſh theſe their their fen timents in 
the public news- papers, and to ſend a copy to the Commiſſion 
of the General embly of this church, „ 

* their conduct acccedingly; | 
| Extraed y 


Ro. WALKER, Syn. Cl. 


Tur ' SYNOD or LOTHIAN aN TWEEDALE. 


| Edinburgh, November 11. 1778. 
| ' WHEREAS an alarm has been ſpread, not only within the 
bounds of this fynod, but through the whole —_—_—— of the 
to which our moſt important intereſts would 

ed, r dad e 


many a „ that, in conſequence of the late act of the 
— nag in. repealing the 2 ſtatutes of the 13th. 


avd 12th of the reign of King Will piſh biſhops and 
are thereby authoriſed to fy $ publicly, and to 

open ſchools for the education and boarding of youth, and to 
take every other method of difſeminating their dangerous te- 


nets 


* * 
4 a. 
* 
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nets in England: And, more particulatly; that ſuch effects of 

this may extend to thoſe who were of the order of Je- 
ſuits, whoſe principles even Roman Catholic ſtates have 
deemed pernicious. 1 

. While others are of opinion, that the above mentioned re- 

peal has no other effect, than to ſet afide the ſevere penalties 
contained in the ſaid act of William III. and to grant to per- 
ſons profefling the popith religion, certain civil privileges 
therein mentioned. N 8 

Amidſt theſe various ſentiments, the ſynod, while they 

declare their firm adherence to the principles of liberty and 
the rights of private judgment; that they have no intention 
to interfere with the legiflature in matters of civil right; and 

do by no means with that any perſon ſhould be deprived of his 
inheritance, or ſubjected to civil penalties for conſcience fakes 

x at the fame time, expreſs their hopes, that if ſuch re- 

; ſhall be extended to this part of the-united kingdom, the 
wiſdom and attention of the legiflature will make effectual a 


proviſion, under proper ſanctions, to prevent all the dangers 
that are apprehended from that repeal. i 
PROVINcIAL SYNOD or ROSS. 
. | - » November 25. 1778. 

THE provincial ſynod of Roſs, taking to their ſerious con- = 
ſderation the late act of parliament, allowing Roman Catho- S. 
lics the free and public exerciſe of their religion in South 
Britain, and having cauſe to apprehend that a bill may be 
brought into parliament for extending the fame privitege to 
Papiſts in North Britain, judge it their duty to teſtify againſt 

ting ſuch indulgence to'the avowed enemies of the re- 
ed religion, and authoriſing them publicly to exercife the 
"idolatrous worſhip of the Popith maſs, which is highly pro- See 
h voking to Almighty God, who will not give his glory to ano- | 
Ather, nor his praiſe to graven images.” They particularly teſti- 
fy againſt allowing Popith biſhops, — Clnen, and all fuck 
public or private teachers, to corrupt and pervert the minds 
of youth, with „ r fubverſive of the Proteſtant reform- 
ed religion, and of true liberty, civil and religious, as happily 
eſtabliſhed in theſe kingdoms. Though the ſynod abhor alt 
perſecution for conſcience. ſake, yet they cannot but dread 
the conſequences of opening fo wide a door for the encon- , 
ragement and propagation of Popery ; and; therefore, they do 
unanimouſly concur with the different fynods of this church, 
who have already, or may ot ona ſignify their difapproba- 


tion. 
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7 
tion of that meaſure. The ſynod declare their unſhaken loy- 
alty to his Majeſty's perſon, family, and government, and 
their attachment to the preſent happy conſtitution in church _ 
and ſtate, and will continue to make it their conſtant ſtudy to 
inculcate the fame principles upon thoſe under their charge. 
'They cannot, however, help obſerving, with regret, the a- 
larms and jealouſies excited in the minds of their people by 
the above act: And ſhould it be extended to Scotland, the 
ſynod are apprehenſive that their further endeavours to inſtil 
the principles of loyalty and ſubmiſſion to government, ſhall 
not be attended with their uſual and wiſhed-for fucceſs, as 
the countenance of the legiſlative authority to the encreaſe 
of Popery would deprive them of one of the moſt forcible 
arguments for inculcating thoſe duties. The ſynod appointed 
a committee to correſpond with other ſynods on this import- 
ant ſubject, and ordered the above declaration of their ſenti- 
ments to be publithed in the Edinburgh news-papers. 
p Extracted by, | 
| AN Gus BETHUNEy.C/k. p. t. 
PROTESTANT INTEREST 1x EDINBURGH. 
PE Edinburgh, Dec. 1. 1778. 
A NUMBER of friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, met here 
this day to conſider of the propoſed repeal of the ſtatutes at 
preſent in force in Scotland againſt Popery. They were un- 
_ animouſly of opinion, that the repeal of theſe ſtatutes is in 
every view equally inexpedient and unconſtitutional. T he free 
toleration of Popiſh Biſhops, Priajis, Jeſuits, Teachers of youth, 
and other public Profeſſors of the Roman Catholic . and 
conferring on them the ſame civil privileges with Proteſtant 
ſubjects, of purchaſing and fucceeding to landed property, (all 
which is the expreſs intendment of ſaid repeal), will too pro- 
bably produce very fatal conſequences; it would not only pro- 
mote the ſpeedy growth of a moſt intolerant and antichriſtian 
religion; but muſt ere long endanger, perhaps totally ſubvert, 
the happy conſtitution in church ſtate, which though 
now indeed enjoyed as we would fondly hope in full ſecurity, 
Was at firft acquired, and has been ſince maintained, by many 
a bloody ſtruggle with deſpotic perſecuting Papiſts. They 
therefore refolved to take every legal and prudent meaſure in 
their power, for preventing any fuch innovation of our law, 
with reſpect to Popery.— And as there is reaſon to believe that 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, is in a great degree unacquainted with 
the general ſentiments of the inhabitants of Scotland, 2 


wy 


a 
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this ſubject, it is hoped theſe will, before it is too late, be 
expreſſed with becoming concern for our deareſt rights, by 
dutiful and loyal addrefles to the Throne, and explicit ſpirit- 
ed remonſtraces to both Houſes of Parliament; and theſe 
from every corner of the land. Addreſſing and remonſtrat- 
ing are chiefly incumbent on communities and bodies politic, 
ſuch as Royal Boroughs, inferior C tions, and Univer- 
ſities 3 but every individual ſubject of a free government has 
the ſame privilege, and, if it ſhould be neceffary, that privilege ' 
then becomes the duty of every true friend to his king and 
country. g 4-024) | | 
+ | — Deus hec fortaſſe benigna, 
Reducet in ſedem wvite.—— 


MAGISTRATES, TOWN-COUNCIL, &:; os 
es pet SELKIRK. n 
| tk Selkirk, December 8. 1778. 
THE Magiſtrates, town-council, and deacons of ſeveral. 
incorporations within this burgh, in council met; and being 
informed that a bill is intended to be brought into parlia- 
ment for a repeal of the laws againſt Roman Catholics, and 
conſidering that ſuch repeal would be attended with fatal and 
dangerous conſequences to the Proteſtant religion, the laws 
now in force being the only ſecurity againſt the baſe and 
perfidious deſigns and machinations of Jeſuitical prieſts: 
Therefore they -unamiouſly reſolve and agree, not only to 
uſe every legal method to oppoſe ſuch bill, and to requeſt their 
repreſentative in parliament to eppoſe the ſame ;z but alſo to 
contribute with other burghs or ſocieties for defraying the 
_ expence of oppoſing the bill through its different ſtages in 
parhament: „ Micganxl. BroaD, tn 1. © 

(Signed) THOMAS Cures, ** 

Extracted from the council-book | 
60 10 Ax p. HENDERSON, Cl. 
TOWN axp PARISH or FALKIRK, _ 
e ee | - December 10. 1778. 
A constDeRABL E number of the inhabitants of the ex- 
tenſive and populous town and pariſh of Falkirk, all loyal and 
dutiful ſubjects to his preſent Majeſty's perſon and family, 
and friends to the Proteftant inter, met here, and taking 
into their moſt ſerious conſideration” the late encouragement 
given to Popery in England, by a repeal of the penal ſtatutes 
** | | 2gainlt | 
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againſt Roman Catholics; and having the greateſt reaſon ta 
fear, that a bill granting equal indulgence wilt be extended to 
Scotland, judge it their duty to give this public teſtimony a- 
- gainſt ſuch encouragement ta the avowed enemies of their re- 
ligious and civil conſtitution. As the Church of Rome has, 
for ſo long a period, (entertained principles fo diametrically 
oppoſite to thoſe which we eſpouſe, we cannot help conſider- 
ing their late temporizing declarations in a ſuſpicious and dif- 
truſtful light. Happy in poſſeſſion of our deareſt rights, we 
look back with pleafure to the ever-memorable period of the 
Reformation, and to the glorious Revolution, which freed 
us from principles that had fo often enſlaved the mind, and an- 
nihilated the moſt ſacred obligations among mankind. Dread- 
ing that rancour which has but too much in every age diſtin- 
guiſhed FOpery, and recollecting the plots, maſſacres, and per- 
ſecutions, which have ever accompanied its growth and eſta- 
bliſhment, we conſider ourſelves as deeply intereſted to avoid 
the appearance of ſimilar evils. 

We would certainly prove the unworthy deſcendants of 
worthy anceſtors, were we tamely to give up thoſe privileges, - 
in the acquiſition and preſervation of which they ſhed their 
beſt blood, and ſpent their richeſt treaſures. _ 

It is ith the utmoſt pleaſure, that we ſee and hear of ſo 
reſpectable a number in the metropolis of this kingdom re- 
ſolved to oppoſe, by every prudent method, a meaſure in 
which we A ener are ſo much concerned. And we 
hereby declare our hearty intention to join with them, and 
other burghs, who ſhall appear in taking every legal and pro- 
per ſtep to prevent the removal of any barrier againſt the 2 
gerous influence of Popery. 5 


IxcorRroRaTiON os GARDENERS in GLASGOW. 
n eee UN Glaſgow, December 22. 1778. 
THE incorporation of Gardeners in Glaſgow, taking into 
their ſerious conſideration, that, at preſent, alarms are ſpread 
relative to an intended encouragement to be given to the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, by a repeal of the laws made and pro- 
vided againſt the evils ariſing from that religion being tole- 
rated among us. Although the trade are far from perſecut- 
ing any party Whatever for principles that are not prejudicial 
to the intereſts of ſociety, yet they think themſelves bound to 
declare it as their opinion, that the laws at preſent in force 
againſt the Popiſh religion in this country cannot be underſtood 
a5 ariſing from a ſpirit of perſecution, bat ſelf- defence. = | 


7 
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« that they are bound by their oath taken at obtaining their 
freedom in this city, to maintain and defend the Proteſtant- 
religion as eſtabliſhed by law, to their lives end,” which they 
conſider as 1 with that allegiance and 
loyalty which they owe to their Sovereign. They therefore. 
unanimouſly agree to concur with, and ſupport, to the ut- 
moſt of their power, eyery legal meaſure that may be taken 
to prevent a repeal of theſe ſalutary laws; approbgncng tht 
ſuch a repeal would greatly diſturb the of - this Jes 
country. And agree that a committee be appointed to 
meet with ſuch committees as the other corporations of this 
city ſhall have ordered, with them to deliberate and reſolve 
n ſuch ſchemes and meaſures as may be moſt eligible and 
to. prevent the above mentioned repeal, and to cor- 
reſpond with other incorporated bodies in this affair, as to 
them ſhall ſeem meet; and further agree to publiſh-this their 
reſolution in the Glaſgow, and Edinburgh news-papers. | 
(Signed) Daniil KenNegDY, Deacon. 


TRADES axv INHABITANTS oz DUN- 
| PERMALINK 
Dunfermline, December 24. 1778. 


THE Incorporated Trades and other. inhabitants of this 
place, entertaining the ſame apprehenſions with many of their 
countrymen, that a bill may be offered in parjiament this ſeſ- 
ſion for repealing the Scots ſtatutes againſt Popery, which were 
enacted for the neceſſary purpoſe of preventing the growth and 
influence of that intoterant pe fing religion in this coun- 
try; and being perſuaded were ſuch bM to paſs into a law, 
the moſt fatal conſequences might be dreaded to our civil 
and religious intereſts, they therefore reſolved, in this public 
manner, to declare their difapprobation of fuch a meaſure, and 
that, fo far as they can have influence, they will take every 
conſtitutional and prudent ſtep to prevent it. It gave them no 
ſmall concern that the bill paſſed the laſt ſeffion of partiament 
for relieving the Roman Catholics in England. In this, how- 
ever, as they were not immediately intereſted, they only in- 
dulged their ſentiments in private: But now, that they have 

on to expect a ſimilar bill may be moved for Scotland, 
they cannot remain ſilent. Motives of loyalty, of patriotiſm, 
of religion, all concur in urging them to expreſs their fears 
and wiſhes, on this ſubject, in a humble petition to their 8o- 
vereign, to whoſe perſon, family, and/government, they have 
: | the 
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the moſt P 
to both houſes of parliament againſt ſaid 

are happy to obſerve, that they are joined in Y 
views and nd ref n * whore: =} 


"Tus INHABITANTS OF NAIRN. 


1 0 ) ' Nairn, December 29. . 

0 Ar a — atche inhabitants of the borough of Nairn, 

who being firmly attached to the preſent conſtitution, and to 
the Proteſtant intereſt, -are greatly alarmed at the report of a 

bill-intended to be ſpeedily 8 ht into parliament, for re- 
ſeinding the penal laws now in force againſt Papiſts, whoſe 

known. principles are deſtructive to the civil and * 
rights of mankind; and conſidering theſe penal laws are the 
ſtrongeſt barriers againſt the growth of Popery and * 24 
tion, they unanimouſly came to a reſolution to oppoſe the 
ſaid bills paſſing into a law, by every legal and conſtitutional 
method, and' to concur with ſocieties who are of en $0 

eber e with them. 
ro rg in name and by appointment C ind 0 
a ov he Ronzxr FoRBEs, TY. 


* 
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MAGISTRATES axp TOWN-COUNCIL or 
7 1 7 ie 13 "AY OTE od 


e . Paiſley, December 33. 1776. 


rar Magiſtrates and town-council of Paiſley having re- 

ceived a, petition from the repreſentatives of the incorpora- 

tions, ſetting forth, That they and their conſtituents, being 

| friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, and firmly attached to the 
ent conſtitution, are apprehenſive that an attem 

n be made to obtain a repeal of the ſtatutes againſt rs ie 

in 1 { country; and therefore intimate their unanimous re- 

+ ſolution to 4 and ſupport the Magiſtrates and Council, in 

taking ſuch legal and conſtitutional ſteps as they en Judge 

— for preventing the ſame taking effect. 

agiſtrates and Council having deliberated upon the, 

ZE are of opinion, That a of the preſent laws againſt 

the profeſſors of the Roman Catholic religion, would be a 

violation of our happy Conſtitution, ſolemnly confirmed at 

the Union — will have a tendency to alienate his Majeſty's 

. from the preſent * and {1037 be produc- 


tive 
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tive of many difagreeable conſequences at this critical jun- 
ture; do therefore reſolve, if any ſuch bill be brought into 
_ parliament, to oppoſe: the ſame; and 1 e 
inſerted in the public papers. 
| Types by order, E at the opprintment f the Thin Colt," 
Joux STorLs.. 


PROTESTANT INTEREST 1m EDINBURGH. 


att : Edinburgh, January 1. 1. 1779. 
| THE friends to the Proteſtant intereſt here, have now re- 
—.— certain information, that the bill for repealing the 
Scots ſtatutes againſt Popery, is to be brought into parliament 
immediately after the Chriſtmas receſs. This they judge ne- 
ceſſary to notify to their countrymen, in order that all hoſe 
who apprehend danger to their deareſt rights from this re- 


peal, may, without delay, take the proper ſteps to declare 


their ſentiments againſt it, which is the more neceſſary, a8 
there is too much reaſon to dread, that unleſs a v — 
and moſt vigorous oppoſition is made, the bill will paſs in 
liament. A ſolicitor at law in London has been wrote to, 
3 name of a great number of the citizens here, to employ 
council to appear againſt the bill, and to furniſh ald nec ary - 
directions for conducting the oppoſition. It is therefore re- 
queſted, that the different burghs and country towns who 
have already ſent letters to the Committee of Correipondenore 
and others throughout Scotland, who concur in the Tame . 
ſentiments, will forthwith tratſinit inſtructions to the ſaid 
Committee, at the Society-hall, Edinburgh, to employ a ſo- 
licitor and council in their name, to appear in oppoſition to 
faid bill; and it is not doubted that each burgh wil oer 
fully contribute to the neceſſary expence. 5 


INHABITANTS os KIRKALDY, PATHEAD, and 
N IINKS. 
- | wait Kirkaldy, Tat o 177. 
| THE inhabitants of the borough, and of the neighbouring 
towns of Pathead and Links, alarmed with the apprrhenſion 
of the fatal conſequences that may enſue, if the repeal of the 
penal laws againſt Papiſts is extended to Scotland, held three 
ſeparate meetings, at which were preſent u pwards of 1500 


men, in order to expreſs their ſentiments on | this ſubject.— 
Theſe meetings unanimouſly reſolved to affiſt in . 
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every lawful and prudent means in their power, the re- 
» of theſe laws, which have ever been the beſt ſecurity 
the enjoyment of -our privileges and liberties, both civil 
and religious; and for the obtaining of which our forefathers 
| | long and ſuffered much. 
ſeven incorporated trades held alſo a general meeting, 
and formed ſimilar teſolutions. The ſeveral meetings ap- 
pointed committees to Ar, wm er together, that joint meaſures 
pal be followed; arid have no doubt, from — — 
made, that all who wiſh well to our — 14 
— 


Ben oY declare their . 


TRADES, MERCHANTS, e. or DALKEITH. 
is ee ee 
S | Dalkeith, January 1. 1779- 
* FHP ten incorp 3 Suchen and a reſpect- 
able number of the inhabitants of the town of Dalkeith, a- 
larriied-with the . e of a of the penal ta- 
tutes againſt Popery, have lately held ſeveral meetings to de- 
— 4K on this ſubject; and were unanimouſly of © Nerf 
2 e's * to allow all reaſo 
. 2 2 may be conſiſtent with x 2 
ae i ſafety of this ah jet the members of the 
dc of Lp co 80 ſubjects of a foreign ju- 
nſdiftion, hi has power to A 2 with 1 
laws and obli ions, jo "moſt e 1 
ptomote own wicked purpoſes ; and rs, phe 
a $ not only fraught with the groſſeſt and moſt impi- 
ſurdities and ſuperſtition, but which openly avows ſu 
principles, as are inconſiſtent with the e and ſafety -« 
civil ſoci beiety; a religion that has been all along propagate 
by fire and ſword, plots, maſſacres, and perſecutions, that 
Tuch éan have ho title to legal toleration. They therefore 
reſolved to concur with other ſocieties in promoting 
prudent and conſtitutional meaſure for preventingſuch — 4 
atid immediately opened a ſubſcription, whi which is . filled 


up with a conſiderable ſum, for the faid 
ures into execution, and this to en rs — 


N 


WIA Shaw, Prefer. 
NY - Hs MAI 
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MAGISTRATES Aub 'TOWN-COVNCIL « OY 
- LINLITH GOW.' | 


Penner. A 
and town-council of the burgh o 
Linbthgay, og met this da N being greatly alarmed 
with th a bill, i intended to be brou 175 into parlia- 
ment this f on, for repealing the ſtatutes 0 of the 
united kingdom againſt opery ; they nh y reſolved 
to a wang: inſtructed their member of 
er ee 3 J. 
RKoskar Etanx, * 


PARISH or POLMONT. | 


| + Riddin in 88 January 2.179. 
WE the inhabitants of the pariſh of Polmont, at 4 meet- 
held in conſequence of certain intelligenee received, that 
a bill for repealin g the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scot- 

land, will be — into parliament immediately, cannot 
help expreſſing our difapprobation of granting ſuch relief to 
the avowed enemies of our holy ers and happy conſti- 
tution. Having long enjoyed the bleflings of an auſpicious 
government, we feel the and moſt loyal attachment 
to-his preſent Majeſty and family, as the happy inſtruments, 
under God, ſor the preſervation and defence of our beſt and 
deareſt privileges, both —— and civil. Duly ſenſible of 

theſe bleſſings, we the more read —— the force 

thoſe obligations that ought to i inflaencs every Proteſtant, to 


the utmoſt of his power, vi tra ae; np 
_ happily eſtabliſhed * tenets being ſo 
hs ——_ „and ſo pregnant 


cruelty, ſo favourable to — ſo productive of error, 
ſo ————— ory 9 4 men, we eannot help diſ- 
covering that caution, and zeal, which the hiſtory of ages but 
too nk juſtifies. Tue inhuman cruelties, o ons, and 
 dlood-ſhed, which diſtreſſed our worthy rs, cars never 
be forgotten, or obliterated in the memory of their deſcend- 
, -ants; and in order to avoid fimilar evils, we heartily concur 


with every borough or ſociety, in every legal, 
wid confirutional — — Mas 8 
6 Wha Sod in nam of th wharf '. 44 
THomas GRA, Preſes, 


D TRADES 
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ED ADES: OF DUNDEE. E KA 


„ * Dundee, January 4. 1779. 
AT a 8 the nine incorporated trades, it was un- 
animouſly agreed to concur with any other ſociety or ſocieties 
in Scotland, who may be of the ſame mind, in endeavouri 
to prevent, dy every legal and conſtitutional means, the nip: | 
of the penal ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics, and Rar ne 
ſubſcription for 8 counſel, and forwarding 
tentions. ; „ 
Na in nome, and by e of ſaid — 25 by . E 
137 tak  WiLLan BrisszT, Canveener.. 


| INCORPORATIONS. OF . BRECHIN. 


. 3: av \ Breekin, Fanuary . 1779- 
Tun Wende of this place being convened, and 
; takin into their ſerious conſideration, the general report that 
a bill is ſpeedily to be brought into parliament, for a repeal of 
the penal laws againſt Popery extending to Scotland; and 
being perſuaded, that the moſt dangerous eonfequetices muſt 
enſue, ſhould à bill be paffed to that effect, as thefe ſtatutes 
are the only barrier againſt the growth of Popety and fuper- 
fition in this part of the united kingdoms :” The deacon- 
conveener, deacons, and remanent members, therefore un- 
animouſly reſolve, That, ſhould ſuch a bill be brought into 
parliament, — will take every legal and proper method of 
oppoſing it to the utmoſt, and in every ſtage; and are hap- 
py to obſerve, that, in chis reſolution, they are — by wy 
my n. bodſes'i in this country | 

| | Cor. IN SMITH, Deaton-conveencr. 


a 


wh. 2* 8 


Cd är HAMMERMEN., 


* 
| ebe 5 Hall, rap 55 1779. 
IN 2 meeting of the hammermen calling of 
Perth, the deacon-repreſented. That he had convened the 
calling, in order to lay before them a letter from Mr. Walter 
Ruſſell, one of the Committee for the Proteſtant intereſt, ad- 
dreſſed to the deacons and eonveener of the trades os this 
town, erg That a.reſolution had been adopted by a 
great number tlemen, friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, 
* wel arched the * — to make an ap- 
, M plication 


a * 
1 
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plication to his Majeſty, and a remonſtrance to both houſes 
of parliament, for preventing a repeal of the ſtatutes againſt 
Popery extending to this country; and requeſting the con- 
currence of the magiſtrates and town-council of this borough, 
and of the ſeveral incorporations therein; which letter he 
was defired to communicate to them. The foreſaid letter 
being read over, and the calling having taken the ſame. un» 
der their ſeriaus conſideration, they were of opinion, that the 
ſubject- matter of the ſaid letter was of the deepeſt and moſt 
important concern to this country in general; and they con- 
Ker it as their indiſpenſible duty, not only as a ſociety, but 
as individuals profeſſing the Proteſtant religion, and well at- 
- tached to his preſent Majeſty's government, and to our Re- 


volution principles, firmly eftabli by the laws now in be- 


ing, enacted after the moſt glorious ſtruggle of our anceſtors 
for the liberty we now enjoy, to TESTIFY, in this public man- 
ner, their utter averſion to the doctrines and ſuperſtition of 
the Romiſh church, as equally ſubverſiye of the principles of 
our preſent happy conſtitution, as of all. manner of civil and 
religious liberty. While the calling are ſenfible of the moſt 
fatal and pernicious conſequences which neceflarily muſt 
enſue from the repeal of the ſtatutes againſt: Popery being 
extended to Scotland, they cannot behold, without regret, the 
alarming approach of this dangerous ſuperſtition of late years 
in the neighbourhood of this city; and, even under the re- 
ſtraints of law, its votaries not being aſhamed publickly and 
avowedly to inculcate-and impoſe upon many of the ignorant 
people the deluſive fables and abſurdities of that religion. The 
calling therefore, did, and hereby do, unanimouſly and chear- 
fully concur with the other incorporations. of this place, and 
alſo with tlie magiſtrates. and town-council, if neceflary, in 
whatever application or remonſtrance ſhall be thought proper 
againſt the repeal of the laws againſt Popery, as they judge 
the extenſion of that repeal to Scotland would, in the preſent 
ſituation of this country, be highly inexpedient, and of the 
moſt dangerous tendency. - And they appoint the deacon. to 
wait upon the conveener with an extract of this act, in teſti- 
mony of their hearty  approbation of and concurrence in 
whatever meaſure it may be thought proper to concert in this 
matt er. de AN r N e 
(686 igned) Hucn LI Nes TOoN. 
| ExtraBted from the record: of the ſaid culling, ly 
- AND, DavipsoN, Cl. 
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_ INCORPORATIONS or STIRLI V. 
mY ett] ' Stirling, January 5. 1779. 
ux eight royal incorporations, and other ſocieties and 
durgeſſes o Ss” have had meetings upon the ſubject 
of the propoſed repeal of the penal laws againſt Raman Ca 
tholics: And, being ſenſible of the many fatal effects which 
may enſue to this country from ſuch ag * they have una» 
nimouſly reſolved to concur with other burghs and ſocieties 
in Scotland, in every legal and- conſtitutional meaſure for 
preventing the fame, W | 
PARISH or BOTHKENNAR. 


i t Baoerhlennar, January 51 17% nũ 
THE inhabitants of the pariſh of Bothkennar, in the coun- 
ty of Stirling, having met this day, in conſequence of a 
general report, that there is a deſign to extend to Scotland 
certain privileges which were granted to Roman Catholics iy 
England, by laſt ſeflion of parliament, are unanimouſly 
opinion, that the repeal of the laws at preſent in force againſt 
Popery in Scotland, will have a manifeſt tendency to pro- 
mote the progreſs of that religion, and prove h to the 
"Proteſtant intereſt: That indulgence granted tg popiſn prieſts 
and Jeſuits to keep ſchools, and take upon them the educa- 
tion or government of youth in this realm, is too certain a 
method of tainting many of the riſing generation with prin- 
ciples, not only oppaſite to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, but 
icious to the natural and civil intereſts of mankind ; as 
eſuits were never renowned for their ſtrift adherence to - 
moral obligations, or being peaceable members of ſociety, and 
have given many undeniable proofs of à turbulent and prag- 
matical ſpirit, and ſome of a recent date; which were the 
cauſe of their expulſion from ſeveral of the neighbouring po- 
ng 


piſh kingdoms; nor have as ven any fati 
evidence of having altered the? — 6 — F 

and many other reaſons, the inhabitants of this pariſh count 
it a duty which they owe to their king, their country, them- 
ſelves and poſterity, to join with the other more numerous 
and refpeCtable bodies of men throughout the kingdom, in 
expreſſing, with all due deference to their civil rulers, their 
iſapprobation of a meaſure which appears to them to have 
ſo ſure a tendency to weaken the Proteſtant cauſe, alarm the 
minds of loyal and well- affected ſubjects, and foment _— 


— 
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diviſions. unfavourable to public and private trans.  - 
1 * qu. And thy are to pub theſe te — 


TOWN AND PARISH or AIR TH. 


Airib, January 5. 175 
A CONSIDERABLE number af the tom and pariſh of 8 
Airth, having met, and taking into their moſt ſerious confi» "607 
deration, the woful effects that a repeal of the penal ſtatutes. | 
1 Roman Catholic religion, and the proſeſſors there- 

„ may have, ſhould the ſame — — as we 
have great reaſon to fear, as it is already paſſed in England 

and Ireland. It is well known, that where- ever they have © 8 
the leaſt encouragement, they have always been — in 


gaining proſelytes z and, as that doctrine has always deluſion 
td perſcre attending it, we cannot but dread the fatal 
equences of ſuch repeal ; as that doctrine is contrary to 
the word of God, and deſtructive to our and privi | 
both ſacred and civil: However, it is with pleaſure we hear, 
that the firſt and moſt principal and towns in our 
neighbourhood have — every t ep to ſtop ſueh 
repeal; and we declare our hearty intention to join with 
our ſaid brethren in the common cauſe. 9 
this public declaration, that we wiſh well to the Pro 
cauſe and intereſt, likewiſe to his preſent Majeſty's-perſon 
and family : And we wiſh. from our hearts, that God may 
. bleſs every prudent meaſure taken in defence of that paid, 5 
to every ſerious perſon, muſt be dea than life itſelf... 
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* - » Glagow,, Jamary G .. 
A NUMBER of gentlemen who met yeſterday in this e A 
were greatly alarmed with the certain and undoubted 1985 12 

mation which was laid before them, That a bill for repealing 2 
the penal laws againſt Papiſts in Scotland, is Actually % 
IT LITE — afer * 
the Chriſtmas receſs. 5 | *% 
They think it unnecefſary to inſiſt upon the mel 8 


% 


"GENTLEMEN 1 GLASGOW. 


conſequences that muſt enſue upon the paſſing of ſuch a | 

All judicious Proteſtants muſt not only be convinced of theſe, wr 

but muſt be greatly diſtreſſed with the proſpect of them. $74 

As no time is to be loſt in preventing, if poſſible, the 4: "of 

5 ꝗ— I Gy though it tht 7 
uty 
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duty to give this public warning to all the true friends of the 
t. 8 the 5 Scotland of the impendin 
danger, that they may, without delay, hold meetings, 
publiſh their ſentiments on this ſubject, for the information 
A AS t 
And not only ſo, but that royal burghs, and other com- 
munities, may immediately petition the throne, and tranſmit 
their petitions, under cover, to the Right honourable the Earl 
of Buffolk, ſecretary of ſtate for the northern department, at 
London, that his Majeſty may be informed of the real ſenti- 
ments of the people in this country. : 
+ And leſt theſe applications ſhould unhappily fail of ſucceſs 
in preventing the introduction of the bill, that ſubſcriptions 
may be innmediately opened for employing counſel to oppoſe 
it in all its ſtages before the parliament. The money ſubſerib- 
ed not t be paid, unleſs ſuch oppoſition be found neceſſary. 
But that'the friends of the Proteſtant cauſe in Glaſgow, 
may know what countenance they may expect, it is intreated 
that accounts may be tranſmitted from the different parts of 
the country, from time to time, both of their proceedings, 
and of the amount of their ſubſcriptions, addreſſed to the 
Committee of Correſpondence at Glaſgow. Mm | 


SOCIETY ron PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN 
14-3 KNOWLEDGE. 


WT do ng 1 Edinburgh, January, 7. 1779. 
++ THE Society in Scotland for Propagating Chriſtian Know. 
ledge, in their general meeting, conſidering that it was the 
original object of their inſtitution, and of thoſe excellent 
princes who have honoured them with their royal charters 
and letters-patent, to diffuſe the knowledge of the Proteſtant 
reformed religion, and prevent the progreſs of popiſh idola- 
try and ſuperſtition in thoſe -_ of the kingdom where the 
people, through the want of the means of inſtruction, are 
moſt ignorant, and thereby moſt liable to be perverted, think 
it, incumbent on them to redouble their efforts, to anſwer the 
ends of their inſtitution, and the intentions of their many ge- 
nerous benefactors, at a time when -popiſh prieſts, &c. are 
become uncommonly bold and active in difleminating their 
pernicious principles, being encouraged by a prevailing report, 
that a bill is ſoon to be — — — 8 for ene 
the penal laws againſt Popery in this part of the united king- 
dom: in particular, the Society reſolve to oppoſe, by every 
conſtitutional method in their power, the aſking of any — 
2 22 F that 8 
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ae obſtruct the ſucceſs of their endeavours 
the —_ of their inſtitution, and to conduct their oppeſitio! 

ſuch means as ſhall appear to them moſt prudent; and. moſt 

ikely to be ſucceſsful, according to the. information which 

| they ſhall receie-from tins 4e tins on Wer fab. ied; of 

at i 23078) eds © 

MAGISTRATES, COUNCIL; AND INCORPO- 

N , RATIONS: OF PEEBLES.” 4 r — 


. 51 10. et 

NM att Peebles, . 1779˙ 
THE magiſtrates and council of this burgh, with the 
whole incorporations thereof, having had under their conſi- 

deration the late repeal of the laws againſt Popery, ſo 

pitately carried through for England, are unanimouſty ro- 
ſolved to give every legal oppoſition in their power to the 
ſame being extended to Scotland; for, as they look upon 
the repeal of theſe ſtatutes of the moſt dangerous conſe- 
quence to the whole Britiſh ſtate, and contrary to the prin- 
ciples of the glorious Revolution and Proteſtant ſuceeſſion; 
ſo they deem the extending the ſame to Scotland a manifeſt 
infringement of an eſſential article of the Union, in ſupport 
of which, and to oppoſe the introduction of Jeſuits and traf- 
ficking prieſts into theſe kingdoms, they think every friend 

to his FAG Ty and laws, ſhould moſt cordially unite. 
| | aus; es 3 


g L 


75 5 . 47 
; N KIRKSFSSION 'OF - PITTENWERM: - 8 IT 


| Pittemween, January 7. 1729. 
Tus TE rang raking into their ſerious conſideration 
* the general alarm ſpread through this country, fromithe late 
repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in England, and 
dreading that a bill is to be brought into parliament to grant 
the ſame liberties to Roman Catholics in Scotland; they: judge 
it their duty to declare their diſapprobation of ſuch à mea- 
ſure; and to expreſs their ſincere wiſh that ſuch a bill may 
2 5.—As members of a free ſtate, they diſapprove of the 

ure, becauſe they judge it inexpedient to give counte- 
— to a mode of religion, the genius and ſpirit of which 
is ſo friendly to arbitrary power. As ſubjects, they diſap- 
prove of the meaſure, becauſe, while they profeſs loyalty to 
the preſent illuſtrious Proteſtant family upon the throne, 
they judge it inexpedient to encourage Catholics, who can 


never be faithful ſubjects to a Proteſtant prince, white they 


_ arejigion: which teaches them, that its miniſters can 
grant 


. 
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grant them 2 diſpenſation from the moſt ſolemn oaths, and 
can confer upon them abſdlution, when-guilty even of trea- 
fons and aſſaſſinations. As office-bearers in the church of 
Scotland, they difapprove of the meaſure, becauſe, while it 
is their duty to contend earneftly for the faith once delivered 

. to the faints, they judge it inexpedient to encourage the 
church — ens 3 — we — OR re- 

t to mplici e goſpel.— As mem- 
—— n o the —— becauſe they 
judge it inexpedient to encourage the profeſſors of a religion 
who teach that no faith is to be held with heretics, or with 
thoſe that differ from them in religious opinion. And, while 
the kirk-ſcifion wiſh well to the riſing generation, they judge 
it inexpedient to allow ſchools to be opened in this country, 
where the minds of youth may be tainted with principles 
huetful to the church,. to the ſtate, or to ſociety in general. 
And the kirk-ſefſion declare, they are willing to contribute 
their mite towards defraying the expence that may be incur- 

red by oppoſing the bill, if — into parliament. 

INHABITANTS or PITTENWEEM. 

| .  Fittemueem, January 8. 1779. 
TIE burghers and inhabitants of this burgh, all friends 
to the Proteſtant intereſt,, and conſequently friends to his 
preſent Majeſty's perſon and family, met here this day, and 
taking into _ ſerious - on the late 2 

ment given to Popery in England, by a repeal of the pena 
— againſt Roman Cathales; —_ having reaſon ts rar 
that a dill, granting the like indulgence, will be extended to 
Scotland, judge it their bounden duty and higheſt intereſt to 
oppoſe a bill of this nature, if brought into parliament, as 
they can never conſent to part with thoſe privileges, in the 
acquiſition and preſervation of which their worthy anceſtors 
ſhed their blood and ſpent their treaſure; do therefore un- 
animauſly agree, that a committee of their number wait up- 
on the magiſtrates and town-council, and deliver this their 
refolve, craving them to take every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure to prevent the repeal of ſaid ſtatutes; declaring to 
them their hearty intention to join with them, and all o- 
thers, in taking every legal, prudent, and proper ſtep, to 
prevent the removal of any barrier againſt the dangerous in- 
fluence of Popery; and that they will chearfully contribute 
with others, each according to their ability, in defraying 
what expence may bg incurred. And withal agree, that 2 


* 


* 
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copy of this their reſolution be inſerted in the public news- 


hes h ue, 2 


Jouns Wee 1 N ; 


MAGISTRATES AND TOWN- COUNCIL or - 
PITTENWEEM. | 


Nee Frente 8. 1779. Fu 

THERE was laid before the council, a repreſentation and 
petition from the kirk- ſeſſion, and durgeſſes, and inhabitants 
of this burgh, expreſſing their fears from the late repeal of 
the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in England, and dreading 
that a bill is to be brought into Parliament, to grant the ſame 
liberties to Roman Catholics in Scotland, and dec laring their 
diſapprobation of ſuch a meaſure; and pour Any craving the 
magiſtrates and council, to take this ſubje& under their con- 
fideration, and to diſapproveof the intended bill, and to tranſ- 
mit their diſapprobation to their repreſentative in parliament, 
and inſtruct him to oppoſe the ſaid bill. 

Which being 3 by the magiſtrates and council, 
They approve of the ew ware of the kirk- ſeſſion, burgeſſes 
and inhabitants of this burgh, and heartily concur with them 
in teſtifying their diſapprobation of ſuch a bill being paſt, - 
and agree to contribute with them in the expence 
fing the ſame ; and ordain an extract of this minute, an of 
the minutes and reſolutions of the kirk- ſeſſion and inhabitants, 
to be inſert in the public news- papers; and agree to write to 
their re 8 parliament, to uſe all his intereſt in op- 


n Signed) I NarRve, Bailie. 


0HN CHISHOLM, Ballie. 
en, the record, of council, by | Poe 
92 Par. PLENDERLEATH) Clerk, 


* 


MAGISTRATES « or PORT-GLASGOMW, We. 


, | | Port-Glaſgow, January 9. 1779 · 
'THIS day the magiſtrates, truſtees, — rated trades, 
ws other inhabitants of Port-Glaſgow, and New-Wark, met 
at the council-chamber, and — —— into confideration 
the preſent alarm, with regard to extending to Scotland the 
repeal of the penal laws againſt Roman Catholics, are unani- 
BOY of opinion, RL would he attended with | 


* 


into co 
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— an aTotas | 
_ reſolved to oppoſe it by every lawful means, and to role 
is ee e W. 


MAGISTRATES AND TOWN- COUNCIL or 
| "A r We, oe take 


ulis, January 9. 1779- 

The megane; and town- council of Hamilton, having 

to by the different trades of the burgh, who are 

= into communities, vis. maſons, maltmen, weavers, 
taylors, ſhoemakers, j ourneymen-weavers, and wrights, ſet» 

ting forth their a n, that an attempt will ſoon be 

made to obtain 2 repeal of the laws againft Popery in this 

country, and intimating their unanunous reſolution to join 

the magiſtrates in taking ſuch legal and conſtitutional fteps as 

ſhall be.judged neceflary for preventing the ſame taking ei- 

fect. The bailies and town=c il having token. the above 


niideration, are of opinion, that any alteration of the 

laws preſently ſubſiſting againſt Popery, which may tend to 

encourage the h of that erroneous religion, would be 
— of the preſent eſtabliſhment, fo ſolemnly confirm- 

ed bythe Union, and be productive of many fatal ry 2 
able conſequences; do therefore reſolve to oppo 


bill being brought into parhament; and oppoſe 7450 its 
carried into a law, if it ſhall be preſented ; and al ie doing 


— this their reſolution to be publithed i in the Roc 
ening Courant. 


Signed by appointment of the town-council by 
|  ArcH. HAMILTON, Clerk. 


UNITED IN CORPORATIONS os MARY's CHAPEL. 


Edinburgh, January 9. 177 


bens: oe. Chapel having met 
this day, to conſider the tendency 8 2 ſed to be 


brought into erllament for repeating the — — 
the Roman Catholics in Scotland; — * a ors 

fenſible of the many bad conſequences that — wo 
refult from ſuch a repeal, they unanimouſly reſolved to con- 
cur with the other corporations of this city, and other ſocie- 
ties in Scotland, in every legal and con itutional meaſure 
ws: Obs . — 
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„ of the expence which ſuch an 
ion may occaſion. | 8 
4 meeting recommend to their deacons to communicate 
this their reſolution to the-town-council of Edinburgh, and 
to requeſt of that body to recommend to their rep tive 
in parliament to oppoſe the intended bill, in caſe it ſhall be 
3 into parliament. 
n the mimtes of the incorporation, by 
ben nee Clerk, 


a 
- BE, 


INCORPORATION op WEBSTERS Iu 


3 ZDINBURGH, 


-M tee | Edinburgh, January 9. A 
- 'THE incorporation of Webſters in Edinburgh, being duly 
called and convened, the deacon informed the meeting, 11 hat 


he had called them together conſequence of a recommenda- 
tion from the conveener to his brethren, to * . of 
their ſeveral incorporations,' to take into oon 


Roman Cathelics ; and the conveener had fignified his 

that each corporation ſhould communieate by their deacon to 
the town-council, at cheir Grſt meeting, the reſolutions the 
corporation ſhould come to upon that important ſubject : 
The corporation having deliberated upon what has been re- 


intended repeal of the ſtatutes in ſorce in Scotland ot 


| reſented by the deacon, are filed with the Us concern 
at ay attempt ſhould be made, or that a ſhould be 


brought into parliament to repeal the ſtatutes in force in Scot- 
land againft Roman Catholics ; which ſtatutes, with the 


Claim of Right, were ſolemnly confirmed by the treaty of 


Union, and are fo neceſſa to preſerve our happy conſtitution 
in chueck and ſtate, eſtabl eſtabliſhed by the Revolution in 1688,— 


en event ever to be remembered d gratitude by un 


lovers of their king and country. 


Arid vs" Gly eee le become Wound by r 


burgeſs and admiflion oaths to maintain and defend our 


happy conſtitution, and to renounce and abjune Popery; 


they therefore unanimouſly reſolve to concur” with the o- 
ther corporations, in every legal and conſtitutional meaſure ho 


| poor on juſt jult rights, ſe any bill peing brought 
or 9 ing the Fw 684-4 force in 


chlo 25 = . kingdoms againſt Popery, and. will 
chearfully contribute their proportion of expence that this 


7 
* 


. may: he ofgenfien Wk" 1 


— 


— 
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fire the deacon, in name of this corporation, to in- 


treat the honourable town- council to lead the way, and 
to concur in oppoſing the intended bill in all its heads and 
articles; and appoint this reſolution to be — in — 


_ h new 
| bury Wee m Joun rarnen. 


SKINNERS AND FURRIERS IN EDINBURGH. 


a Skinner's-hall, Edinburgh, January 9. 1779- 
- WHICH day the corporations of Skinners and Furriers in 
Edinbur h being convened, and their meeting duly formed, 
es acquainted the members, That the occaſion of the 
* meeting was in order to their taking under confidera- 


tion a flagrant report, That after the preſent Chriſtmas vara- 
tion, a bill is intended to be brought into parliament in fa- 


vours of the Roman Catholics or Papiſts reſiding in Scotland, 
for repealing the penal laws E. ent ſubſiſting in Scotland 
againſt them, and for grant certain indulgences and 
privileges, Which, if ed i 110 a law, it was generally 
rehended by moſt of the preſbyteries, and other ſocieties 
Scotland, both. civil and eccleſiaſtical, that the ſame would 


be detrimental to the Proteſtant r::ligion at preſent eſtabliſhed 


by law in Scotland, and would be ubverſive of our preſent 
conſtitution both in church and ſtate: which motion Deng 
deliberately conſidered by the meeting, they unanimouſly 
approve of the intention of bringing in ſuch a bill into parlia- 
ment, and authoriſe and impower their deacons to n 
this their diſapprobation not only to the town- council of 


dinburgh, but alſo to the ſeveral other corporations and ſo- 


cieties of this city, and others whom it may concern, with 


this their reſolution to concur in all lawful means for 22 


ing ſaid bill paſſing into a law; and, for that purpoſe, to 
contribute their proportion of expences in ,oppofing the ſaid 
bill in parliament; \ and they grant warrant to, and ordain 


their clerk to publiſh this their act ny reſolution i in — 
ral Edinburgh news-papers. > 37 T 

© #750  Entreld remit grate reunds by ; Ki 
Hanur GUYHETE Senior; Clerk, 
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in this ſeſſion of parliament, to repeal certain penal 
2 —— — in ſuch an e- 


vent, the council —— — 


thing in their power to o all legal and conſtitutional 
methods, any bill that may be brought in to. encourage, or 
promote the growth of opera appointed a committee 
to mectanioyaaſpond with Net ee ee 


EDINBURGH MERCHANT-COMPANY. 


| Edinburgh, January 11, $779. 
AT a omni menting of he compegrot Mambots of this 
city, upon a motion from a member, they took under their 
conſideration the general alarm ſpread over this part of the 
united kingdoms, by a bill faid to be intended to be brought 
into parliament, to repeal the penal laws of King William, 
againſt Po in Scotland; — after ſome reaſoning on the 
probable conſequences „ unanimouſly reſolved to join 
os other incorporated ſocieties of this city in oppoſing ſuch 
; and appointed the maſters of the company to wait on 

— Lord Provoſt, and acquaint him of their reſolution; and 
chat it is their earneſt defire, that his Lordſhip and c 
would be pleted, to . the lead in ee {aid bill. , 


INCORPORATION « or BAKERS 1 EDINBURGH, | 


Satin $4 $85 16-254; Edinburgh, January 11. 1779. 
IHE incorporation of Bakers having met this day to con- 
fider the tendency of a bill propoſed to be — j into par- 
liament, for repealing the penal laws the Roman Ca- 
tholics in Scotland; and the meeting, ſenſible of the 
many bad conſequences that — would reſult from 
fuch a repeal, they unanimouſly reſolved to concur with the 
1 city, and other ſocieties in Scot- 
land, in ev gal and conſtitutional meaſure, for prevent - 
ing faid bill 2 being paſſed into a law, and to contribute 
a proportional part of the expenco which ſuch an oppoſition 
nn occaſion. 0 
den Jon the minutes of the incorporation, by $ 
| ALEX. wor er rms Clerk. 


INCORPOR ATION or | TAYLORS IN ' EDINBURGH. 


Edinburgh, Jun. II. 1779. 
| THE incorporation at Tylrsbaring this day we, = 


2 repeal; and 


MAGISTRATES, COUNSELLORS, br or | 


_ tenſion of ſuch a law to Scotland cannot fail to create great 
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therefore: reſo! 
incorporations of this ps - wit legal and conſtirutional 
meaſure for proventing {ai@dill from being paſſed into a law: 
They, at the ſame time, agreed to contribute their 


proportion 
of the expence aer ſuch an oppoſitĩon might — and 
t 


recommended deacon to communicate the above re- 
ſolution to che magiſtrates _ town- council of Edinburgh, 
with a qu hr aa, apply, both to their repreſenta- 
tive in alſo to the ———— * 
member e the county, to give every oppoſition in 
8 9 — 
n 0270 A oe; + ti 
2 * e Menne, wt 


— 


TH U RSO. 
25 | Thurſo, January 11. 1979- 
THE lifes, counſellors, and prin 14 we — 


tis burgh, having met in the . ivr 


pointment, a circular letter from a ſociety o 3 in 
«ec intereſt at Edinburgh, addreſſed to Bailie Pa- 


trick Swany, was produced, and vead to the meeting; rela- 


tive ta a bill propoſed 3 into parliament this pre. 
ſent ſchon, for the penal ſtatutes. againſt Roman 
Catholics in Scotland, this meeting having taken to 


S are of opinion that the ex- 


fears and jealouſies in the minds of the people, — — 
conſequences that may follow by indulging a people fo 
ſite in their principles to our happy conftitution, in the 
exertiſe of their religious and tenets, and a people 
who have, on many occaſions, hitherto been gu guity ofthe 

moſt diabolical and bloodſhed on our and 
countrymen, in this and our neighbouring kingdoms, for 
being of different principles with themſelves, and, we are 


| 25210 will be fill willing to commit the like crimes, ſhould 


they have It in their power, as God forbid they ſhould; or 
that the wriſdom of the nation ſhould countenance a law that 


. in the Proteſtant 


intereſt, 


41% a 4 & d Se Sor Rin 
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intereſt, to labour under ſuch terror and.dread apprthenſioits 
of their lives and freedom, by extending a law to Scotland 
in their favours : This meeting do therefore unanimouſly 
— — res approbation and conſent in the 


—— TO 1 
poſing the pr 


thanks to the ſociety of gentlemen who, on this octefion, 
have ſhewn their — oe in defence of their religious 


liberties; and to i —— by this meeting; 2 


willing to contribute their ſhare to enable them to pro 

the neceſſary meaſures that ſhall to them ſeem meet, accord- 
ing to their abilities, for preventing the bill from paſſing into 
2 law. This meeting do likewiſe declare their firm attach- 


ment to his Majeſty, and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, accord- 


ing to the Revolution principles; dad this meeting agree, 


ther this their reſolution hal be tranſmitted. to the Commite | 


tee at Edinburgh, and to be 3 

their appointment, dy the t Bailics, . George Paterſon 

and Patrick Swaney. 

£ | 2 Gro. PaTERSON. 
. Sw ANY. 5 


INHABITANTS an 120 BARONY PARISH or 
F | 2 GLASGOW; : | : 


Glaſgow, 9 A t. W | 


© 'THE inhabitants of the Barony pariſh of Glaſpo#, taking 


have received, That a dill is actually „and isr 

to be brought into Parliament, ſoon after Chriftrtas receſs, 
for repealing the penal laws apainft Papiſts in Scotland, by 
which the public eneteiſe of the popiſh religion will be tole- 
rated by law trafficking Papiſts, prieſts, and Jeſults, will be 


into their ſerious conſideration the certain information th vel 


encouraged to ſettle among us 5 even Jeſuits, who have been 


expelled, as bad members of ; out of ſeveral popiſh 
kingdoms, and whoſe order has been degraded by the pope 
himſelf, after he had ſeen the moſt complete evidence of its 
being unfriendly to peace among Papiſts themſebves: Theſe 


are to be admitted amongſt vs, to exerciſe all their wicked 


arts, not only in ſedueing the ignorant, and corrupting the 
venal; but in ſpreading deſtruction amongſt all — who 
oppoſe their deſigns; theſe are to. manta ks urge 


— 


of the education of youth, and to aſe, as well as to in- 
herit, the lands of our country, by which means they will 
not only diſſeminate their principles, but 88 acquire in- 
fluence, nay, dominion over thoſe who differ from them; 
which we know, from the experience of our fathers, they can 
never exerciſe with moderation, nor without the deteſted in- 
ſtruments of tyranny and perſecution. Conſidering theſe 
things, and alarmed with the proſpect of thoſe e e 
ſequences, which, in all probability, will follow upon this re- 
peal, we cannot omit the firſt opportunity of declaring, in 


this public manner, to all whom it may concern, that we 
think of no meaſure more likely to diſturb the peace of this 
country, to alienate-the hearts of his Majeſty's beſt ſubjects, 
or to deſtroy our happy civil conſtitution, which was obtained 
by the vigorous efforts of our Proteſtant anceſtors. * 
| Under theſe diſmal apprehenſions, we have reſolved to 
; give all manner of legaFoppoſition to any bill which may be 
brought into parliament, propoſing the repeal of the penal 
- ſtatutes, and that for the following reaſons ;—Becauſe we un- 
derſtand them to be a york of the law of Scotland; moſt ſo- 
lemnly, perpetually, and unalterably confirmed by the articles 
of Union between the two kingdoms ; not to mention many | 
other acts of parliament founded upon, and in proſecution 
of the Claim of Right; - and becauſe the penal laws have not 
been employed as an engine for diſtreſſing any of the Papiſts, 
which would have been no leſs grieving to us, than to every 
human mind; but have operated merely as a reſtraint upon 
their nefarious deſigns. Reſtrained, however, as they have 
been, yet now emboldened, perhaps by the indulgences grant- 
ed to them in England, it is with pain we have been inform 
ed of the late rapid increaſe of Papiſts in Scotland, which ena- 
bles us too eaſily to foreſee how much more they will, pro- 
bably increaſe, ſhould theſe legal and ſalutary reſtrictions be 
taken off, though it may be impoſſible exactly to foreſee the 
extent of their ſeditious and ſanguinary deſigns. St 
The above ordered to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh and 
Glaſgow 'news-papers, by thouſand five hundred and fixty- 
Far o the inhabitants of the Barony pariſh of Glaſgow, with 
| a view to expreſs their ſentiments, on this ſubject, to the 
friends of the Proteſtant intereſt in other places, and to aſſure 
them of their hearty -concurreyce in every prudent and con- 
ſtitutional meaſure dictated by our preſent alarming ſituation. 
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Tax FRIENDS or THE PROTESTANT 
INTEREST ix GLASGOW. 


ei 61, | Glaſgow, January 11. 1979. 

MANY. hundreds of the friends of the Proteſtant intereſt 
in this place, being aſſembled, took into conſideration the a- 
larming propoſal of repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Pa- 
piſts in Scotland, by which a legal toleration, to the public 
exerciſe of the popiſh religion will be granted, Papiſts allowed 
to take the charge of the education of youth, and enabled 
to purchaſe land in this country. | : 

This aſſembly were unanimouſly of opinion, That ſuch 
© a meaſure would be highly prejudicial to the Proteſtant re- 

_ © ligion in Scotland; dangeraus to our conſtitution, civil and 
© religious z a direct violation of the treaty of Union between 
the two kingdoms; inconſiſtent with the king's honour ; 
and deſtructive to the peace and ſecurity of his beſt ſub- 
jects, who have always reverenced his illuſtrious family, and 
© defended their rights in the moſt perilous times.” 

On theſe accounts, they found it their indiſpenſible duty 
to publiſh their ſentiments on this ſubject; and to declare 
their unanimous reſolution to oppoſe, by every legal method, 
any bill which may be introduced into parliament for the a- 

| bove purpoſe. _. J OE 

But thinking it their duty, in the firſt to do every 
thing, in their power, to prevent ſuch a bill being brought 
into parliament, they are defirous that juſtice may be done 
to thoſe whoarg employed in the adminiſtration of public at- 
fairs, and that early information may be tranfmitted-to them, 
of the ſentiments and views of the inhabitants of this country. 
In order to this, they appointed a committee to collect an 
authentic account of the opinions and inclinations of the peo- 

ple in the Weſt of Scotland, concerning this propoſed repeal; 
to lay abſtracts of theſe before the public; and to tranſmit 
the originals to the miniſter of ſtate. | | 

'The above committee are alfo authoriſed to apply for ſub- 
{criptions of money, as ſoon as they ſhall judge it proper; and 
the meeting declared their willingneſs to raiſe any ol that 
may be neceſſary for making a vigorous oppoſition, if any 
ſuch bill ſhould be brought into parliament. 

Ihe Committee of Correſpondence, appointed by the ge- 
neral meeting of the friends of the Proteſtant intereſt in Glaſ- 

w, meet every Tueſday at fix o'clock afternoon, in the 

igh Kirk 3223 and will be glad to receive any ..- 


% 
* 


the 888 news. papers. 
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intelligence from the, different corporations, ſocieties, and 
pariſhes in Scotland, who intend to my the repeal of the 


penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts. 


HERITORS, Sc. or Thr PARIsRES OF STEW- 
ARTON, DUNLOP, DREGHORN, Gf. 


$texuarton, January 11. 1779- 


* NUMBER of the heritors and heads. of families, in the 
2 70 of Stewarton, Dunlop, Dreghorn, c. having met 
re this day, and taken into their conſideration the effects 
7 a bill ſaid to be intended to be moved in parliament, for 
aling the laws in force againſt Papiſts in this Kingdom: 

T ey unamiouſly refolved to affiſt in oppoſing ſuch bill by 
every lawful means; and if neceffary, to open a ſubſcription 


for x cmploying Foun againſt it. 
WILLI IA BarBoUR,/ Prefer 


TOWN- COUNCIL or CUPAR. 


Cupar, January 11. 1779. 

THE tou: contell of this burgh conſidering, that there is a 
report of an intention of bringing into parliament, a bill for 
repealing the laws againſt Jeſuits and Popiſh prieſts in Scot- 
land; are unanimoully of opinion, that the repealing,of theſe 


laws would be of dangerous conſequence to the religion and 


liberties of the nation, contrary to the principles of the glori- 


ous Revolution and Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and a manifeſt in- 


fringement of an eſſential article of the Union, and therefore 
unanimouſly reſolve, by all lawful and conſtitutional means, 
to oppole ſuch a bill; and agree to inſtruct their member of 
parliament to oppoſe ſuch bill, in caſe the ſame ſhall be brought. 
into parliament ; and _ this their reſolution to be put in 


Jonn BoxTHRON, Prefer. 
Extrafted by WILLIAM ROBERTSON, CA, 


* 


INHABITANTS or BORROWSTOUNNESS, 


Borrowflounneſe, January 11. 1779. 

AT the defire of the ſhip-maſters, merchants, and ſeyeral 
ſocieties of the town of Borrowſtounneſs, the inhabitants of 
the pariſh were called from the pulpit, on the 10th inſtant, 
toe 


7 
. 
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to meet in the kirk this day, to conſider what they * 
ſhould act, with regard to a bill that they are informed is 
propoſed to be brought into parliament, for repealing certain 
laws made to prevent the growth of Popery. b 
They being accordingly met and conſtitute, and having 
heard read to them an act of parliament paſſed in the end of 
the laſt ſeſſion, in which ſeveral indulgences and privileges 
are granted to Papiſts in England; and taking part in the 
general alarm juſtly raiſed in this country, from a perſuaſion, 
if that, or ſuch like act, ſhould be extended to Scotland, the 
moſt fatal conſequences would follow, both to the religious 
and civil intereſts of this part of the kingdom; have unani- 
mouſly reſolved to give their concurrence and afliſtance, in - 
every legal and conſtitutional meaſure which may be adopted, 
for preventing any ſuch bill being brought into parliament, 
or paſſed into an act. For this purpoſe they have opened a 
ſubſcription for defraying a proportion of the expence that 
may be incurred in proſecution of the above purpoſe. 
Subſcribed in name, and by appointment of the meeting, by 
Dy James GRINDLAY, Prefer. 


- 


- 


COUNTY os KINROSS. 


| Kinreſs, January 11. 1779. 
THIS day the ſeveral pariſhes within the bounds of the 
County of Kinroſs met, and took under their conſideration, 
the ——— received, of a deſign to extend to Scotland 
the repeal of the penal laws in force againſt Papiſts in that 
part of the united kingdoms.— As Proteſtants and loyal ſub- 
jects they ſhould think themſelves wanting in their duty to 
God, in allegiance to his Majeſty, and regard to their coun- 
try, if they did not join with other more reſpectable bodies 
of men, — — the kingdom, in uſing every proper and 
legal method for preventing, if poſſible, a meaſure ſo oppo- 
ſite to the intereſts of religion, and ſo ſubverſive of all their 
' valuable rights and privileges, which they have ſo long en- 
joyed, through the bleſſing of heaven, ever ſince the happy 
Revolution, and the acceſſion of the preſent illuſtrious family 
of Hanover to the Britiſh throne. —Senſible of theſe ineſti- 
mable bleflings, they earneſtly wiſh to concur in every pro- 
per ſtep for oppoſing the repeal of ſaid laws; and they declare 
| thele to be the ſentiments of this county; and they further 
engage to contribute a proportional part in any expence that 
may occur in proſecuting the foreſaid deſign. © it 


{ 


* — 1 4 
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(The cpuny ikewiſeagred to tranfnt = copy of th above 
to Col. Abercrombie, member of 23 — 

and Clackmannan, that he ma his influence i in — 

ing the 77 th the foreſaid 

þ | Roman STARK, Feger. 


TOWN-COUNCIL os. KINGHORN. 


- | | Kinghorn, January 11.1779. 
| WHICH 3 there was given in to the council, peti- 
tions r the inhabitants, and from 72 reſpective i . ; 
tions of this h, ex their fears leſt the pro | 
bill for the relief af 4 in Scotland Ao per 
into a law; and praying that the magiftrates and ed 
would employ all their influence in oppoſing a meaſure, which, 

- in their opinion, would be prejudicial to the civil, as well as 
: the religious liberties of this country. 

'The council having deliberated upon theſe applications, | 
they cannot help expreſſing their 6s approbation of the 
ſentiments which they contain, and declaring their a en- 
fions that the moſt dangerous conſequences may flow from 

the encouragement which the pro bill — to a re- 
ligion and a party, which it was the principal object of the 

- Revolution totally to ſuppreſs. 
They thexefore reſolve, that a letter ſhall be wrote to their 


commiſſioner, defiring that he will, to the utmoſt of his power, 
oppoſe the bill when it ſhall be brought into parliament. | 
And they appoint the Provoſt to write the letter, and to tranſ- 
mit a copy of theſe proceedings to the Committee of, Corre- 
ſpondence at Edinburgh; and he is further requeſted to join 
in every conſtitutional meafure for oppoſing a law, the 2 
mention of which has already ſpread an alarm through this 


n. 
AL RX. HAMILTON, e 


| | Brafied from the Conc records of Kinghorn, by 
. Jo. Mason, Cat. 


INHABITANTS or THE TOWN and PARISH ov 
_ CRIEFF. . 


. | Crief, January 11. 1779. 
THE inhabitants of the town and pariſh of Crieff, loyal 
ſubj ects of their Sovereign, friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, 


' ad Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the — houſe of — 


- ence at 
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did not hear, without deep concern, 00 whe repo} he gepel 
laws againſt Popery in England, laſt ſeſſion of ; 
but with ſtill greater un efs they now hear, that a bill is 
ſoon to be brought into parliament, for repealing the ſtatutes 
againſt Popery in Scotland, and for granting a legal toleration 
to that intolerant and ecuting Kcllgion, ſtriving againſt 
which our worthy anceſtors reſiſted unto blood; therefore, in 
2 numerous meeting, 2 in expreſſing 
their diſapprobation of a ſtatutes, viewing it 
as a violation of the ha — confirmed 2 
as dangerous to their liberties civil and religious, as 
a tendency to foment diviſions, and to promote the — 
Antichri an ſapertittion ind idolatry; already too prevalent; 
and they hereby declare their readineſs to join with theſe of 
the Proteſtant intereſt in Scotland, who concur in the fame 
ſentiments with them, in taking and conſtitutional me- 
ego god feoaner nv a: + this to be inſereod in 
the r 2 | 


KIRK-SESSION or ANSTRUTHER-EASTER. 


| Anſtruther-Eafter, January 11. 1779. 
AFTER yer, yer, (ſederunt, miniſter, elders, and deacons) 
the kirk · ſeſſion taking into _— ſerious conſideration, how 
very dangerous the iples of Papiſts are to our happy con- 
ſtieution both in 2 and ſtate; ſuch as theſe, among o- 
thers, That no faith is to be kept with heretics ; that it is 
in the power of the pope to abſolve princes and people from 
the obligation of the moſt folemn oaths; and that it is me- 
- ritorious to deſtroy Proteſtants, and enemies to. the Catholic 
religion, muſt be alarmed, with the generality of their 
countrymen, from the'late repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt 
Papifts in England; and, being under apprehenſions, that a 
bill is to be brought in this f of parliament, to grant the 
ſame liberty to Papiſts in Scotland; and conſidering that they 
are the guardians of religion in the place, do look upon it as 
their duty to declare their difapprobation of ſuch a meaſure, 
and to expreſs their fincere with that ſuch a bill may not paſs. 
The kirk-ſeffion appoint Mr. Nairne, the miniſter. to tranſ- 
3 this minute to the Committee of 
burgh'; and to declare, that they are willing to 
contribute their ſhare towards defraying the expence that 
GROTON by oppoſing 2 e 


| * Extrafted by | 
my *.-! a Joun MuomnRRAD, Sg. CI. 


ſ 


if 
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TY 


SOCIETY or FREE DISCHARGED SOLDIERS. 


| | Glaſgow, Fanuary 11. 1779- 
THE ſociety of free diſcharged Soldiers, in and about the 


_ -eity of Glaſgow, having met this day, unanimouſly agreed to 
concur with their fellow-ſubjects, to oppoſe, by every conſti- 


tutional means in their power, the introduction of Popery in- 


to this part of the united kingdom. —A religion, the nature 


of which is ſubverſive of the liberties civil and religious, of 
this and every other Proteſtant country.—A religion, whoſe 


. conſtitution is antiſcriptural, being founded upon the opinions 


and councils of fallible men ; whereas the true church is 
founded on the infallible word of God alone. —A religion, 


- whoſe doctrines are ſhockingly impure, yea ſuch as common 
ſenſe muſt recoil at the very remembrance thereof, as tran- 
ſubſtantiation, c. A church, whoſe diſcipline not only of- 


fers an affront to reaſon, but betrays the wretched avarice of 
her paſtors, or rather ſoul-merchandizers ;, whoſe manner of 
government has no countenance from the mandates of Hea- 


ven; her manner of worſhip alſo being directly repugnant 
to the ſecond precept of the moral law, 23 by carnal 


weapons inſtead of ſpiritual; nouriſhed by Proteſtant blood, 


- Inſtead of the fincere milk of the word; all which forbids giv- 


4 ing her any countenance, if we would with to exerciſe a con- 


for the next 
re · introduction of which would tacitly indicate a ſecret inten- 


ſcience void, of offence toward God and man.—A. religion, 


an attachment to which, was the cauſe of King James the VII. 
his e A throne of theſe realms, which made way 
eſtant heir, his acceſſion to the ſame. So, a 


tion of reſtoring a Popiſh pretender, at a future, but more 


convenient ſeaſon, which naturally breeds diſquiet in the 


mind of every true Proteſtant, attached to the preſent Royal 
Family; Ne in us, who have become bound, by ſolemn 
oath, to defend their crown and dignity; in defence of which 


we have ventured our lives already. e are therefore of opi- 


nion, that even ſilence, at this time would be interpretatively 


diſloyalty: yea, to introduce this mother of harlots, and abo- 


minations of the earth, into Scotland, would be a direct 
breach of an article of the Union; to violate which would be 


bad policy, even in a Britiſh parliament. If our miniſtry 


would confider, how far they have been the ſinful inſtru- 
ments of bringing calamity upon theſe ſinning, wrath-deſerv- 
ing lands, they would rather withdraw, than give their ſup- 
port, to the myſtical whore of Babylon. | 

| Jonx FuLTon, Prefe.. 
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HERITORS axp INHABITANTS or SLAMANNAN. 
| Slamannan, Fan. 11. 1779. 


AT a meeting of the heritors and inhabitants of the pariſh 
of Slamannan, in the county of Stirling, who being firmly at- 
tached to the preſent conſtitution, and to the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt, are greatly alarmed at the report of a bill intended to 
be ſpeedily brought into parliament, for reſcinding the penal 
laws now in force againſt Papiſts, whoſe known principles are 
deſtructive to the civil and religious rights of mankind: And 
conſidering theſe penal laws are the ſtrongeſt barrier againſt - 
the growth of Popery, they unanimouſly came to a reſolution 
to oppoſe the ſaid bill's paſſing into a law, by every legal and 
conſtitutional method, and to concur with all ſocieties who 
are of the ſame ſentiments with them. | 
Signed in name, and by appointment of ſaid meeting, by 

| | Jonun Knox, Preſes. 


* » 


INCORPORATION or GOLDSMITHS N EDIN- | 


BUR GH. 


| GeliſmitÞ'i-Holl, Edinburgh, January 12. 1779. 
THE incorporation of (zold{miths of the city of Edinburgh 
being met to conſider if it is neceflary and expedient for them 


to — any bill that may be brought into parliament, for 


ing the penal laws againſt Popery in Scotland, and hav- 
ing deliberated maturely on that ſubject, they reſolved to 
expreſs their firm attachment to their moſt gracious Sove- 
reign now on the throne, and the Royal Family, and to the 
happy conſtitution both in church and ſtate, under which 


they enjoy ſo much happineſs and liberty: But, as they are 


apprehenſive, that many bad conſequences may arife to this 
part of the united kingdom from any innovation in the laws 
reſpecting Popery, they reſolved to concur with the other in- 
corporations and ſocieties in this city, and with the royal 
burghs, and other ſocieties through Scotland, in every con- 
ſtitutional meaſure, for oppoſing any bill that may be brought 
into parliament for repealing the laws againſt Popery, in eve- 
ry ſtage of ſuch bill, in both houſes of parliament; and to con- 
tribute from their public funds a proportion of the expence 
neceflary for carrying forward ſuch oppoſition. Further, 
they authoriſe their deacon, in the moſt reſpectful terms, to 
requeſt the town-council of Edinburgh in compliance with - 
the wiſhes of this incorporation, and of the other incorpora- 
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tions and ſocieties in this city, to inſtruct their repreſentative 
in parliament to oppoſe the bill for repealing the laws againſt 
Popery, whenever it is moved in the Houſe of Commons. And 
they appoint an extract of this minute to be giyen in to the 
town- council of Edinburgh, and to be publiſhed in the Edin- 
burgh news-papers. | 
_ » Extratted from the minutes of ſaid incorporation, by 
; e Sau. M1TCHELSON, jun. Cal. 


INCORPORATION or HAMMERMEN 1» EDIN- 
„„ 


1 Magdalen- Chapel, January 12. 1779. 
AT a meeting of the incorporation of Hammermen of E- 
dinburgh, the deacon informed, that a petition had been pre- 
ſented to the Lord Provoſt, magiſtrates and council, in the 
name of a great number of the citizens of Edinburgh, ſhew- 
ming, that they were afraid a bill was to be brought into par- 
liament for repealing the ſtatutes enacted againſt Papiſts, ſi- 
milar to the late act of parliament reſpecting England, which 
they intended to oppoſe by every means in their power, and 
requeſting that the magiſtrates and council, in name of the 
community, and as their guardians, would oppoſe any ſuch 
intended bill. A copy of which petition being read, the dea- 
con further informed the meeting, that he had called them 
together, in order to report the opinion of his conſtituents 
to the council.- Af: « | - a 
The incorporation, after ſerious conſideration, were una- 
nimous in opinion, that a repeal of the preſent laws againſt 
Papiſts would endanger their civil as well as their religious 
nights and liberties, and were determined to oppoſe any in- 
tended bill for that purpoſe from being paſſed into a law, by 
every means in their power. FUL 
The incorporation defired the deaeon to report their opi- 
nion, and to co-operate with, and ſupport the petitioners in 
their application to the Lord Provoſt, magiſtrates, and coun- 
cil, as guardians of the community, and as repreſenting the 
metropolis- of one of the two united kingdoms of Great Bri- 
tain, for oppoſing any attempt which may be made for repeal- 
ing the laws preſently ſubſiſting againſt Papiſts, in the moſt 
and proper manner. 
Extracted from the records, by | 
Jonx Grar, Clerk. 


IN- 


. 
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INCORPORATION os CANDLEMAKERS. 


Candlemalers Convening-houſe, Edinburgh, Fanuary 12. 1779. 
THE incorporation being duly called, convened and coh- 
ſtitute, the deacon repreſented to the meeting, that he was 
informed of a bill intended to be brought in to this preſent 
parliament, for repealing the penal laws in Scotland againſt 
the Roman Catholics. e ſaid incorporation having deli- 
berated thereupon, Win reſolved to concur with their 
brethren, the incorporations of this city, in every legal and 
conſtitutional meaſure in their power, to prevent the ſame 


from paſſing into a law, ſuch being contrary to the princi- 


ples of the Revolution and Proteſtant ſucceſſion; and that 
they ſhall willingly contribute their proportion of expences 
for preventing ſuch repeal. And alſo, they humbly hope 
the magiſtrates and town-council will inſtruct their repreſen- 
tative in parliament to oppoſe ſuch bill, if brought in. They 
recommended theſe their ſentiments to be publiſhed in the 
three Edinburgh news-papers. Wee 


Extrafted from the ſederunt books of the ſaid incorporation, by 
"= Jonx Tra, CA. 


INCORPORATION or WAUKERS An HATTERS. 


| Edinburgh, January 13. 1779. 

THE incorporation of Waukers and Hatters having met 
this day, to conſider the tendency of a bill propoſed to be 
brought into parliament, for repealing the penal laws againſt 
tha — Catholics, whereby the popiſh religion would be 
again eſtabliſhed in Scotland; and the meeting being ſenſi- 
ble of the bad conſequences that neceſſarily would reſult from 
ſuch a repeal, they unanimouſly reſolved to concur with the 
other incorporations of this city, and other ſocieties in Scot- 
land, in every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, for preventing 
the ſaid bill from being paſſed into a law. 

The meeting recommend to their deacon to communicate 
this their refolution to the town-council of Edinburgh, and 
to requeſt that they would recommend to their repreſentative 
in parliament, to oppoſe the ſaid intended bil from paſſing 
into a law. And the corporation ordered an extract hereof 
to be inſerted in the Edinburgh news-papers. : 

Emtrafted from the records of the incorporation, by | 
| Tuo. Mus, Clerk. 


0 INCOR- 


| 


* 
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INCORPORATION or FLESHERS 1x EDINBURGH- 


TT SI SE: + January 12. 1779. 
IHE incorporation of freemen Fleſhers of Edinburgh, be- 
ing convened, to confider upon the propriety of the repeal 


the penal laws againſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland, 


are unanimouſly of opinion, That the principles of Popery 
have always been hoſtile to the civil and religious conſtitution 
of this kingdom; and conſequently, the removal of the bar- 
ders. by which that conſtitution has been hitherto preſerved, 
muſt prove imminently dangerous. Therefore the ſociety 
reſolve to-concur with the other incorporations of the city, 
in every legal meaſure, for preventing the repeal of the ſmd 


| ſtatutes, and to contribute proportionally to the expence of 


the oppoſition., They likewiſe recommend to their deacon 


to lay this reſolution before: the honourable town-council of 
Edinburgh, and to requeſt of that body to recommend to 


the reprefentative for the city, to oppoſe any bill that may 


pole. | | | 
WALTER Ross, Clerk. 


INCORPORATION or BONNET-MAKERS axn 
 DYERS N EDINBURGH. - | 


| 1 28 Edinburgh, January 12. 1779. 
THE incorporation of Bonnet-makers and Dyers of Edin- 
burgh being met,  confidering that a bill is to be brought in- 
to parliament, for repealing the penal laws againſt the Ro- 
man Catholics in Scotland; and that if ſuch ſhould paſs, ma- 
ny bad conſequences might follow therefrom; the incorpora- 
tion therefore unanimouſly did, and hereby do, reſolve, to 


concur' with the other incorporations of this city in every le- 


gal me. ſure, to prevent the fame paſſing into a law. 
LEO \ Extrafled by LEND 
OY Wk 'RoperxT Gray, Ck. 
ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY or GLASGOW. 
| / . © Glaſgow, January 12. 1779. 


THE affociate-prefbytery of Glaſgow, met here this day; 
and, among other things, having taken into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration, the imnrinent danger to which the Proteſtant 


©? 
o * 
* 


be brought intq parliament for the above-mentioned pur- | 


"| religion 


* 
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religion is expoſed, from an apprehended intention of 12 
ing the penal laws in Scotland againſt Popery, by à bill being 
brought into this preſent ſeſſion of parliament for that effect; 
and being fully perſuaded, that the principles of the popilh 

religion are not only. inimical, in the laſt degree, to the Pro- 

teſtant religion, which our truly patriotic anceſtors have tranſ- 
mitted to us, at a vaſt expence of blood and: treaſure; but 

alſo to the moſt effential intereſts of civil ſociety ; have full 

freedom to declare, before the world, that the ſeveral con- 
gregations under their inſpection, ſome of which are very 
numerous, are likewiſe of the ſame ſentiments; great num- 
bers of whom, have actually concurred with their ſeveral mi- 
'niſters, and all the reſt are heartily difpoſed to concur with 
other ſocieties in the nation, in their reſolutions to oppoſe, 
by every legal and conſtitutional means in their power, any | 
bill that may be brought into parliament for the repeal of faid 

penal ſtatutes. And in regard the mod, of which they are 
2 preſbytery, have already publiſhed a warning to their peo- 
ple againſt Popery in which their ſentiments, as well as thoſe 
of this preſbytery, are more fully expreſſed; they forbear ad- 
ding any thing further on this ſubject at preſent, but agree, 
that this their reſolution be inſerted in the news-papers of 


Glaſgow and Edinburgh. 
Extrafted from the minutes of Preſtytery, by 3 
| James Moir, Pry. Clerk. 


MAGISTRATES and TOWN-COQUNCIL or 
, n GREENOCK, 1 
* | | | Greenock, Fanuary 12. 1779. 
TH magiſtrates and town-council of Greenock having 
met this day, they received two petitions, one from the feu- 
ars, and another from the trades, earneſtly requeſting them 
to take ſuch meaſures as they ſhould judge moſt proper and 
effectual for oppoſing the popith bill, intended for Scotland, 
which would be in every view fo detrimental to our intereſts, 
civil as well as religious, and promiſing \to contribute their 
proportion to defray the ape" charges. * 
; ich petitions being read and conſidered, the magiſtrates 
and town-council unanimouſly agreed to take the moſt ſpeedy 
and vigorous meaſures to oppoſe the ſaid bill through every 
ſage e ! OE OLED 5 
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3 * Ran en eva 
"INCORPORATION or WEAVERS. . 
. | 2 Water of Leith, January 12. 1779. 
IHE incorporation of Weavers, and three other ſocieties, 
with other inhabitants of this place, to the number of about 
two hundred, do unanimouſly agree with their Proteſtant 
brethren, now oppoſing the repeal of ſome * ſtatutes a- 
ainſt Papiſts in Scotland, and are willing to aid them, ac ord 
Thi to their abilities, and to oppoſe, by every conſtitutional 
meaſure, ſo alarming an innovation of our Revolution and 
Union laws, thoſe bulwarks and ſea-banks that preſerve this 
little iſland from the dreadful tempeſts of the ſee of Rome: 
bulwarks which ſeciire to us our civil and religious liberties ; 
are alſo the foundation of, and conditions by which the preſent 
royal family reigns, and government preſides ; and by which 
they are bound tp defend Proteſtants.—It is our opinion, as 
ſo general an oppolition js now made againſt this popiſn bill, 
at the people will conſider ſuch repeal no way bindin ing on 
em, and-diſown it from being a deed of theirs ; and that 
the prompters. of this attempt ſeem to act the part of the lad 
yho guided blind Sampſon's hands to the pillars on which the 
ouſe ſtood. We therefore hope our Ons will not 
grant or paſs any bill in favour of Roman olics. 
bc N Js Extrafed by 75 
WILLIAM BINNING, Clerk. 


— 


— 


INHABITANTS os ANSTRUTHEREASTER. 


| Vg Agſtruthber-Eaſter, January 12. 1779. 
THE inhabitants of this borough being met, and having 
maturely conſidered the intended repeal of certain ſtatutes a- 
gainſt Popery extending to this part of the united kingdom, 
and reflecting on the ſufferings of their anceſtors, while the 
Papiſts were not under theſe reſtrictions, and the bold efforts 
made by a popiſh pretender, and his popiſh adherents in the 
years 1715 and 1745, to overthrow our happy eſtabliſhment * 
n church and ſtate, are of opinion that any relaxation of theſe 
* would —— ger bot! 1 reſolve (to ths ut- 
moſt of their power) to oppoſe, by ev method, any 

repeal of faid ſtatutes, _ Ok 2 theta be raiſed, <q 
way of free gift, at the ſeveral places of worſhip of all Proteſ- 
tants in Scotland, and put under the management of the Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence at Edinburgh, (to be lodged in the 
bank, or any good place of ſecurity, bearing intereſt) _ 
8 7 t 


' DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, % „ 
they may be enabled to employ counſel to oppoſe in parlia - 


ment, at this, or any ſubſequent time, any attempts that may 
be to reſcind ſaid ſtatutes, to which they will contribute 
with ch eſs, according to their abilities, either in this, 
or an other mode that may be — adopted; and de- 
ſire ſaid reſolutions to be made public, and laid before 
the magiſtrates and council of this borough. - 

| 2 Johx CHAL MERS, Pro. 


INCORPORATION or TAYLORS IN 
+,» PORTSBURGH. 


| Portſburgh, January 12. 1779. 
IHE incorporation of Taylors in Portſburgh, being met 
in their conveening-houſe, and the meeting being conſtituted, 
in order to take under conſideration the tendenęy of a bill 

propoſed to be brought into - parliament for repealing the 
penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland, were 
of opinion, that many bad conſequences might reſult from 


ſuch a repeal ; and, therefore, reſolved to concur with other 


incorporations of this-ci , in every legal and "conſtitutional 
meaſure, for preventing a bill from being paſſed into a law; 
they, at the ſame time, to contribute their pro propre 
tion of he expetices which fich an oppoſition might occ 

and recommended to their deacon to communicate the — 
reſolution to the magiſtrates and town. council of Edinbur 
with a requeſt that they might apply, both to their en- 
2 10 liament, and alio to the Lord Advocate of Scot- 
h member for the county, to give every op _ 
mr gerbes to any fuch bill, ſhould it be RE 
parliament. 


Extracted from the records 1 of the Taylors in Portfburgh; by 
Jo. FisHER, Cl. 


b KIRK- SESSION o PAISLEY. 


7001 PpPaiſley, January 12. 1779. 

IHE kirk-ſeffion of Paiſley met and conſtitute ; and tak- 
ing into their conſideration, the very general alarm of this 
country, ariſing from a ſtrong conviction that there is an im 
mediate deſign of bringing in a bill to parliament for repealing 
the penal laws againſt — in Scotland, think it their duty 
to expreſs their diſa 2 — of this meaſure, as equally con- 


rar to region and ound policy. Popery is, wats” 7 


5 


6 DECLARATIONS) RESOLUTIONS, 6. 


tute, Hleſtruftive of the beſt intereſts of mankind ; its princi- 
ples and tenets are in many inſtances directiy contrary to the 
Important doctrines of our holy religion; and its ſyſtem. of 
morals ſubverſive of the foundations of all civil ſociety; nor 
can this defign, if carried into execution, fail to alienate, 
from government, the affections of many loyal ſubjects, who 
have always approved themſelves zealous friends of the Revo- 
lution ſettlement, and of the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. 
Add to this, that the propoſed repeal appears to be unjuſt in 
itſelf, as calculated to deprive both the nation and church of 
Scotland of privileggs dearly purchaſed by our anceſtors, and 
unalterably ſecured to us by the Claim of Right and articles of 
Union, fo ſolemnly ratified betwixt the two nations in the 
1707. * | | 

7 The fenen, in this declaration, expreſs the ſentiments of 
many thouſands under their charge; as this is the opinion of 
almoſt the' whole of the inhabitants of this populous town. 
— they appoint this minute of ſeſſion to be printed in the 

_ Edinburgh and Glaſgow news-papers, | | 1 
0 This in the name, preſemce, and by appointment of ſalſton, is 


a 4 3 a 5 4 4, Mork1s0N, me . Moder 
W. Tarox, oo y 


SOCIETY or JOURNEYMEN HAMMERMEN 
N a een is, GLASGOW. , 


as... Glaſgow, January 12. 1779. 

"THE ſociety of Journeymen Hammermen in Glaſgow, be- 
ing fully ſenſible of the happy effects which have reſulted to 
this northern part of Great-Britain, from the penal ſtatutes a- 

I . paſſed in the reign of King William and Queen 

ary, of ever blefled memory; and, apprehenſive that a re- 
you of theſe ſtatutes would be attended with the moſt dread- 

I conſequences, both to them and their poſterity, by the 
introduction of a religion, many of the tenets of which are 
impious and repugnant to true Chriftianity z and ſome of 
them ſuch, as muſt break the bonds of ſecurity and good 
faith between man and man ; and having received informa- 
tion, that a bill is about to be brought into parliament, for 
a repeal of theſe ſtatutes : They, the Society of Journeymen 
Hammermen in, Glaſgow, hereby declare to the world, that 
they are determined to oppoſe the paſſing of this bill into a 
law, by every legal and conſtitutional method in their power; 
EF «3 ; , ' 


and 
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and that they are ready and willing to join with al other 
Proteſtant ſocieties, either in preſenting petitions tothe Throne, 
and to both Houſes of Parliament, ſor the prevention of thia 
bill, or in xaiſing money to employ council for this p 5 
and they truſt that our gracious Sovereign, hQ is juſtiy filed, 
The Father of his people, will lend a paternal ear to the tries 
of his ſubjects, and will remove their tears and ap YN! 
by ordering ſuch bill (if brought into parliament, ) to be with» 
drawn, or by refuſing his royal affent thereto, if it ſhould 
make its way through both Houſes of Parliament; and they 
think that his Majeſty's minifters, ſhould be careful not to 
give offence to a nation, whoſe affairs they have. managed 
with the moſt ſhametul negligence and miſconduct. vm 
Signed by appointment of the meeting, by = 
SHILTON COVENTRY, Preſes. 


* 


$OCIETY os STOCKINEG-MAKERS 
| GLASGOW. uct 


| | _ Glaſew, Fanzary 12. 1779 

THE Society, to the amount of three hundred; did meet 

within the 'Tron-church, and being convinced of the expe» 

diency of taking proper meaſures, in order to prevent the 
ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, now in forte in Scotland, from bein 
repealed, did authoriſe and empower the preſes, in the nan 

of the members of this ſociety, to concur with their fellow 

citizens, in all legal "_ and meaſures to be taken for pre- 

_ venting the ſaid law from being repealed; and ordain this 
our ſaid reſolution to be publiſhed in the Glaſgow news- 
Papers. | 9 ade: 
Extracted from the minutes of the Stoching-malers faciety, b) 

ALEXANDER MacCuLLoch, Ch. 


FT 


HERITORS any HEADS or FAMILIES CAR. 
 _MANNOCK. © wa 


| 4 Carmannock, January 12. 1779. 
WE the Heritors and Heads of Families of the pariſh. of 
+ Carmannock, being well informed that abill is prepared to be 
brought into parliament, for repealing the penal ſtatutes a- 
gainſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland, fimilar to the one 
that was paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parliament with reſpect to Eng- 
land. We judge it our duty to take this opportunity of de- 
” | clarws. 
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our averſion to ſuch a meaſure and it is our opinion, 
if ſuck a bill ſhall paſs into u law, it will be moſt prejudicial 
to the Proteſtant intereſt in Scotland, and nate the 
affections of numbers of his Majeſty's moſt dutiful ſubjects 3 
as the very mentioning of ſuch a propoſal has already occaſi- 
oned a great and general alarm through the different corners 
of this of the kingdom. 5 x . 

| igned in the name, and by our appointment, | 

W RobERT Park, Preſes. 


GENERAL MEETING or ThE COMMISSIONERS or 


SUPPLY or THz County or NUMEFRIES, cal- 
ed by their Conveener. | 


—_— 
f ol Dumfries, January 13. 1779. 
THE meeting taking into their moſt ſerious conſideration 
the late act of parliament, for relieving Papiſts in England, 
from the penalties and diſabilities enacted by the ſtatutes of 
King William, and that it has been propoſed to bring in a 
bill of the fame ten for Scotland, and being juſtly alarm- 
ed at the dreadful conſequences of the further increaſe of ſo 


intolerant and oppreſſive a religion, which has ſo often en- 


dangered our liberties civit and religious, they think them- 
ſelves called upon to opjoſe fuch extenſion, and the more 
as the ſtatutes at preſent in force againſt Papiſts in Scotland, 
appear much milder than thoſe lately repealed in England, 


and have very ſeldom been carried into execution, and never 


with. rigour ; with this the meeting are not diflatisfied, being 
utterly averſe to perſecution for matter of private opinion, 
but they cannot approve of the repeal of theſe ſtatutes, which 
they Tonſider as. © a wiſe precaution againſt the dangers ſo . 
© univerſally flowing from the political principles of that ſect, 
© and the horrid attempts of its prieſts and followers ; and 
hen other countries, even where Popery is eſtabliſhed, 


_ © have found it neceſſary to expel the Jeſuits.” The meeting 


highly diſapprove of granting them a ſecure ſettlement in this 
country, and permitting them „under pretence of in- 
firufting, to the principles of its inhabitants. 

The meeting therefore reſolved to join with the other 
friends of the Proteſtant religion, in oppoſing the repeal of 
the laws againſt Popery, and to inſtruct their repreſenta; 
tive in parliament to that purpoſe, and appoint a committee 
to correſpond with the gentlemen of other” counties on this 
1 | Pla | ſubject, 


N . > 


FP 


a 
* 
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ſubject, and alſo appoint this reſaltion/to be wohn n 
durgh and Dunfries news- pa * 


E rated he minutes 27 ers, 4 
/ N. * o Thom As g Gn. 


* 


TOWN-COUNCIL oF EDINBURGH. 


1 Edinburgh, January 13. 177% 
THERE was this day laid before the Town-Council, by- - 
the reſpectiue deacons, the reſolution of the following incor- 
| tions, vis. Goldſmiths, Skinners, Furriers, Hammermen, 8 
Hagen , Maſons, Taylors, Fleſhers, Cordners, Webſters, ö 
ers, —_ a erica makers, expreſling their apprebenfions 
_— the repeal of the penal ſtatutes a ee _ 
and their in — Po oppoſe yg ſame by every {pink 
and to — their of the expence © of uch opp: 
tion, and requeſting the Tout-condell þ to join in it: 
there was alſo produced, a reſolution by the Merchant 
pany, and the co ion of Candle-makers of Edin 
and 1 this Taylors of Portſburgh, to the ſame e effect; all which 
=> read, the council remitted to a committee to deliberate 
t matter, with inſtruftions-to * with * mn 


advocate on the fahl. aud reger. 


Nzan EIGHTY. CHARITABLE SOCIETIES 
m AND 4aBouT "GLASGOW. CT 


IIS a ee of Figh wry 131006. 
es Or near 
ties in day, he this city, ,met 525 with N 
from — . focieties, unanimouſly to - oy 
api 


eve mean, a repeal of the penal laws 3 11 ö 
wh 9 and voted a 1 ſum R ey to be 
— — for that purpoſe. The number of e 
we yi fra re. managers, amount to about twelve n 
by the Magiſtrates, Town-Counci; 
— 2 —— Inc ted Trades, c. from which 
it may be ſafely conc that not one out of a thouſand 
of this loyal trading eity, can be found fayourers of Popery, 
— ch a bill. In the mean time, the 
plan of their procedure is to be lated by chat of what- 
ever community they may find that e le to the end 
in view, and appointed a Tenne cir number to com- 
mune with the Genera Correſponding Seb: e 
* 1 Jonn „ * 


2 
f 
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b ATION o WRIGHTS, COOPERS, (+. 
| Conongatr," January 3. 1779. 
. THE 3 of Wrights, ants, Sc. of Canon- 


gate, avi * be a this day, and taken into their ſerious con- 


ſideration, the'tendency 4 2 bill propoſed to be brought into 

liament, repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt the Joint 

olics in Scotlind ; and, being ſenſible of the many bad 

— — that would necefſari y. reſult from fuch repeal, 

agree to concur with all the other incorporate 

— or ſocieties in Scotland, in. every legal meaſure, for 

the. bill from. paſling into alaw ; and to contribute 

ö part of any expences which may be incurred 
in 8 of any oppoſition which may be made. 
Extracted e records of the incorporation, by 

— J4MES: CRAw FORD, Clerk. 


[ : 


eb RronA TTW or TAYLORS ES "IN CA- 
4 \NONGATE. | 


Canongate, January 13. 1779. 
TUE — — of Taylors in Canongate, 3 duly 
called and conveened, the deacon repreſented, that 
informed, a bill was imendett to be brought into e 
for repealing the pang! laws in Scotland againſt the Roman 
Catholics; they, the incorporation, having deliberated there- 
unanimouſly reſolved to coneur with their brethren, 
the incorporations. of Canongate, in every legal and conſti- 
tutional meaſure in their power, to prevent the fame paſſing 
into a law; and that they ſhall willingly contribute their 
proportion of expences for preventing any ſuch repeal. And 
appointed this their reſolution. to be inſerted in the n 
news- papers. | 
n by, _ 
| WII I. Fons, Ck. 


| MAGISTRATES and TOWN. .COUNCIL 1 


ANSTRUTHER-EASTE R. 
Auſtruther. Eaſſer, January 13. 7770. | 


THE magiſtrates and council having taken into their con- 


ſideration two ſeveral remonſtrances laid before them by the 


. and butedk⸗ and inhabitants of this burgh, a- 


* - 
* 


) 


\ 
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| wt the intended bill being brought into pa; ty 

Allowing the ſame liberties to Roman Catholics in a 
in England, — do approve · of the reſolutions of the ſaid kirk- 
ſeſſion and inhabitants; and take this opportunity of expreſ- 
fing their diſapprobation of the {aid intended bill being paſſed, 
and of publicly declaring their firm refokution of oppoſing the 
ſame by every legal, prudent, and conſtitutional meaſure and 
agree to contribute, as individuals, with the kirk · ſeffion and 
inhabitants of the burgh, in defraying the expence' incurred 
dy ſuch oppoſition, according to their abilities. And ordain 
an extract af this minute, 21 of the minutes of tlie kirk-ſef- 
ſion and inhabitants, to be tranſmitted to the Committee of 
the Convention of Boroughs to ſhew to them the ſentimenis 
of this burgh on ſaid ſubject; and another extract thereof to 
be tranſmitted to the Committee of Comeſpondence at Edin- 
burgh, to be by them inſerted in the public 'news-papers, if 
they think proper 3 and agree to join with the other burghs 
of this diſtrict, in writing their repreſentative in parliament 
to uſe his utmoſt endeavours in preventing the pang of faid 

Þill, if brought into parliament. Wann 

' Extratted from be countil records, by | 
Tar. PLENDERLEATH, Clerk. 


4 a. 


PARISH or KINGLASSIE. , 


Þ 348 Kinglaſſie, January 13. 1979. 
THE pariſh being met, and underſtanding that there 
zn intention af bringing into parliament a bill for repealin 
the penal laws againſt Papiſts in Scotland, were unanimouſly 
of opinion, that ſuch a bill, if paſſed into à law, will be of 
the moſt dangerous confequences to the intereſts of religion 
and to the civil conſtitution of this country, and therefore 
- ought to be remonſtrated againſt by all who wiſh well to the 
Proteſtant intereſt and to the happy conſtitution, the bleflings 
of which we have enjoyed ever ſince the glorious Revolution, 
and in particular ſince the acceſſion of the illuſtrious family of 
Hanover to the Britiſh throne z and that every poſſible means 
may be uſed to prevent the repeal of theſe penal laws againſt 
Papiſts, the pariſh do further reſolve to contribute a propor- 
tional ſhare of expence for employing counſel to plead againſt 
aid popiſh bill being paſſed into a lx. 


Jauxs Reip, Preſer. 
| Axe 
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HERTIORS axp INHABITANTS o Taz PARISH 


or ST. NINI ANS. 


. St. Ninians, January 14. 1779. 
WE the Heritors and inhabitants of the pariſh of St. Ni- 
nians, met here to the number of four thouſand, and upwards, 
being entirely well affected to his Majeſty's * and go- 


8 


vernment, and to the happy conſtitution of theſe nations; 


taking into our moſt ſerious conſideration, the awful and 
pernicious conſequences. which (to our apprehenſion) mult 
neceſſarily attend a repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt Pope- 
ry, ſhould. it be extended to North Britain: We do there- 
fore unanimouſly agree, and heartily join iſſue, with all our 
Proteſtant brethren, in this part of the united kingdom, vis. 
The royal boroughs, the Society for Propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and all other communities and pariſhes within the 
nation, in our earneſt endeavour for preventing, by all legal 
and conſtitutional means, the repeal of ſaid penal ſtatutes 
againſt Popery, in both houſes of parliament. 0 2 
And, for the more effectual promoting this moſt ſalutary 
end, we do further unanimouſly agree, that we will chearfully 
contribute in raiſing a fund for carrying this great and valu- 
able deſign into execution. | 


INHABITANTS or Tue PARISH or LARBERT. 


| 258 Larbert, January 14. 1779. 
Me the inhabitants of the pariſh of Larbert, in the county 
of Stirling, being animated with loyalty to our King, and 
love to the happy conſtitution of government under which 
we live, cannot help being deeply concerned at the current 
and general report, which hath given ſuch a juſt alarm to 
the great body of Proteſtants in this church and nation, that 
a bill is ſoon to be brought into parliament, for repealing 
the laws againſt Popery, and granting a toleration to Papiſts 
and popith prieſts of all denominations, whereby they may 
be allowed openly, and under the protection of government, 
not only to perform their idolatrous worſhip, but alſo to e- 
rect ſchools, and propagate their abominable tenets, without 
any check or controul. We are willing to make great allow- 
ance for the prejudices of education, and would be ſorry if any 
man, or ſect of men, ſhould ſuffer in any reſpect on account 
of their differing from us in their religious opinions, if theſe 
were conſiſtent with the eſſential principles of „ _ 

| | oun 


% 


. 
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ſound But ſince the ſuperſtitiom and idoldtry of the 
church of Rome is clearly contradiftory-to the word of God, 
moſt diſhonouring to the Divine perfections, and the medi- 
ation of our b Saviour; and its tenets have a natural 
tendency to, and have been productive of, the moſt direful 
effects for many ages, and particularly in our country, we can- 
not therefore but admire,” and. a the wiſdom and 
of our anceſtors, in making thoſe laws againſt Popery, which, 
we are perfuaded; have, under God, been the 23 pro- 
tection of our civil and religious privileges, againſt the 
unwearied and inſidious attempts of the church of T Roche 
to rob us of them. — We can give no credit to the pro- 
feffions of loyalty, and high regard, to our civil and ſacred 
eſtabliſhments, which, at preſent, are ſo profuſely made by 
our countrymen. of that commanion 3 for, by their retaining 
the name of Papiſts, they {ill acknowledge the pope to be 
their ſpiritual father; and by their owning and avowing them- 
ſelves to be members of the church of Rome, they declare 
their ſubjection to the laws and authority of that church, 
which is an open and profeſſed enem y to Ou ſincere Proteſ- 
rants; and wants nothing but power and opportunity to deſtroy 
them. Witneſs the maſſacres of Paris and Ireland, and ma- 
ny other bloody tragedies perpetrated by them, which it 
would be too tedious to name. 

When we refle& upon theſe things, we can place no con- 
fidence in the ſolemn aſſeverations of the members of that 
church, eſpecially faftce the head of it aſſumes to himſelf a 

wer to diff e with promiſes and oaths, and allows the 

wfulneſs of equivocation, and mental reſervation, and that 
no faith is to be kepe with Proteſtants, which doctrines are not 
- only maintained in ſpeculation by that church, but have often 
been put into practice. And when we conſider that not 
withſtanding the laws made againſt Popery, and the great 
and increaſing number of Papiſts and popiſh prieſts in the 
Highlands and Iſlands, and in many parts of the Lowlands in 
Scotland, yet that ſuch has been the mildneſs and lenity of 
government towards them, that there has not been one in- 
ſtance of ſev exerciſed, as far back as we can remember, 
n any of , and therefore we cannot conceive What 


open ſchools, unleſs it be with a deſign to darken the memo- 


ry of our en, and of the reign of our glorious de- 
3 liverer 
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liverer King William, when the laws againſt Popery, of which 
they ſo much complain, were enacted, and that they may, 
the unreſtrained propagation of their impiqus and Antic 
tian tenets, in this degenerate age, gradually ſap the founda- 
tions of our = pod religious eſtabliſhments, and thereby 
pave the way for re-introducing their myſtery of iniquity, and 
the tyranny of the je cir 1085 me, under which this nation 
| d for many ages, until, through the kind providence 
of God, and the piety and valour of our anceſtors, they were 
delivered from that grievous yoke, and were enabled to eſta- 
bliſh our civil and religious privileges upon a ſolid founda- 
D Lon. E 

Upon all theſe accounts we look upon ourſelves tobe bound, 
by our to the honour of our God and Saviour, the in- 
| tereſt and preſervation of our holy reli ou. and the regard 
which we owe to the ſouls of men, and ſterity, to give 
our countenance and encouragement to all ocieties. and in- 
corporations, civil or eccleſiaſtical in this church and nation, 
who ſhall, in a legal manner, oppoſe the paſſing of ſuch a bill, as 
has been mentioned, into an actof parliament. In teſtimony of 
which, the inhabitants of faid pariſh hereby declare our cor- 
dial aſſent to the above, and appoint the ſame to be publiſhed 


in the Edinburgh news- papers. 
INCORPORATED TRADES or ARBROATH. 


] Arbroath, January 14. 1779. 
AT a meeting of of the ſeven incorporated trades, = — 
firmly attached to the Proteſtant intereſt, are I 6 : 
* — a > 5+ which univerſally prevails, of 2 to be-vrought 
- 8 "I repealing the penal laws now in 
iſts, unanimouſly — to x ay it to the 
utmoſt 5888 their ee and concur with any other ſociety or 
ſocieties in Scotland, that may be of the ſame ſpirit, in en- 
deavouring to prevent, by every legal and conſtitutional me- 
thod, the repeal of the penal — againft Roman Catholics, 
2 conſcious of the dreadful conſequences that would fol- 
m ſuch a , ſo deſtructive to human ſociety, and 
| —.— away that weet fellowſhip and harmony that prevails 
in the boſom of the preſent glorious conſtitution, are ready to 
open a ſubſcription for ne and forwardi 
_—_ — ordering this inſert i in the head 
* | 


JEus 5 defere and appointment of the meeting, | 
Jane Kenn, Conviency: 
MA- 
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a 8 ' = Dyfart, Fangary 14. 1779. 
THERE was this day prefented to the magiſtrates and 
council, a petition from a committee of a very numerous meet- 
ing of the trades, burgeſſes, and inhabitants of the burgh; 
ſetting furth, their having great reaſon to dread, tha a bin 
was meant to be brought into parliament for a repeal of the 
ſtatutes now in force againſt perſons of the Roman Catholic 
religion in Scotland, and that if an act ſhould be obtained for 

that purpoſe, encouragement would be given to. propagate a 
religion, ſubverſive of their deareſt and moſt valuable privi- 
leges, both as men and as Chriſtians. Which petition being 
maturely conſidered by the council, they were unanimouſly 
of opinion, that an unlimited repeal of the penal laws of this 
kingdom againſt Papiſts would be highly improper, productive 
of much diforder and confuſion, 'and attended with the moſt 
fatal conſequences; and therefore, did reſolve to join the other 
royal burn of the ſame ſentiments, in taking every legal and 
conſtitutional ſtep, to prevent, to the utmoſt of their power, 
any bill of that tendency paſſing into a law. And appoint 
this reſolution to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh papers. 
Eutracted from the records of council, by e 
JohN JaMESON, Clerk. 


= 
7 Dh 


MAGISTRATES, TOWN-COUNCIL, Sc. os 
N | CRATE ß * by 
Craill, January 14. and 15. 1779. 
THE magiftrates and town-council, and incorporated trades 
of this borough having met, and taking under their ſerious 
conſideration a clamour preſently prevalent in this country, 
that a bill is meant to be brought into parliament to repeat 
the penal ftatntes preſently in force againſt thoſe proving 
the racks Catholic religion in Scotland, are of opinion, 
that if the fame be repealed, it would be a great bar to the 
Proteſtant religion, and Prefbyterian church-government, 
which are eſtabliſhed in this country: They therefore are rea- 
oy and willing to join all thoſe who propoſe to oppoſe a repeal 
ſaid ſtatutes, by every lawful meaſure, and will contribute a 
proportionable ſhare for defraying the expence thereof. 
Ay” | 


* GRAND 


N 
: 
| 
. 1 
: 
- 


GRANDFANTIQUITY SOCIETY. m GLASGOW. 


44, Glaſgow, January 15. 1770. 

THE meeting having taken into their moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration, the attacks which have been lately attempted to de 
made upon the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant religion, ſo zealouſly 
profeſſed within this part of the united kingdom. —And like- 
wiſe the general Te} with which the breaſts of the inhabi- 
tants of this place, and other counties and pariſhes in the 
weſt of Scotland has been excited, on account.of the ſurmiſed 
toleration to Popery.— And that it is reported, that a bill is 
to be ſoon brought into parliament, for a repeal of the laws 
extending to Scotland, a n e, perſons profefſing the Roman 
Catholic religion; Thi which is entirely compoſed of 
Burgeſſes, l all of them. the the. Grand Children, and Great 
Grand Children of Burgeſſes, of this ancient and loyal city of 
Glaſgow, who made a laudable, zealous, and fealonable. ap- 
ce in bringing about our memorable reformation- from - 
and have always fignalized themſelves in behalf of 
theſe reformers on principles, and were remarkably ſo, at our- 
_ Revolution, which freed us from Popery, ſlavery, and 
arbitrary power; and made a diſtinguiſhed appearance againſt 
the malevolent deſign of a popiſh Pretender, in the years 1715, 


and 1745, would be wanting in duty to themſelves and the 


preſent generation, if they were ſilent at this juncture, and 
therefore, are unanimouſly of opinion, that a toleration of 


the ſaid Roman Catholic religion, would be deſtructive of all 
the e and liberties, as well civil as religious, ſo hap- 
pily en) enjoyed b 2 the citizens of this place, ſecured to them by 


parliament; and ſolemnly ratified and confirm- 
4 Fay: 1855 treaty 5 Union i in the year 1707 4 that it would be 
exprelly contrary to the principles upon which this ſociety 
was originally eſtabliſhed 3 and would indeed prove dhe very. 
bane of all ſociety whatſoeve.. 

And therefore they declare their gvilingneſs i in, and hearty; 
concurrence with, all meaſures that may be adopted by the 
ert of the ſocieties, or other communities in this place, 

for preventing that repeal z and to bear a part of thogupenge! ; 


of Jes. ſuch meaſures into execution. 


they enjoin the preſes, to concur therein, in ant. 
this ſociety accordingly. And appoint ee e to 
be inſerted in the Glaſgow news- papers. 


# Signed at deſire of the meeting by, 
| ” PATRICK SMITH, Prefer, 


INCOR- 


-# + 4. St S » — 
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INGABITANTS' « OF THE "PARISH or 


Pennycuik, . January 15. 1779. 

A GREAT number of the inhabitants of the pariſh of Pen- 
nycuik, met this day, in order to expreſs their views and 5 

heniions of a bill intended to be wb 2 into parliame 
25 repealing the Scots ſtatutes againſt Popery; when th 
were unanimouſly of opinion, that ſuch repeal would be 
ductive of the moſt direful effects to thoſe civil and religious ä 
liberties, ſo hardly obtained, and ſo wiſely ſecured, by our 
worthy and ever memorable anceſtors. The meetin , there- 
fore, reſolved to concur with their Proteſtant brethren 
throughout Scotland, in every legal and conſtitutional mode 
of oppoſition to ſaid bill, and agreed to contribute a propor- 
tion of the neceſſary expence. They were alfo defirous, hat 
this their reſolution ſhould be inſerted in the news- papers 
and to take the ſame opportunity to declare their loyal ine 
tirm attachment to his Majeſty's perſon, family, and govern- 
ment, who, they flatter themſelves, will never we counte- 
nance to any meaſure ſo much adverſe to the inclinations of 


his Fe. | 
7 " bons N raf. 


INHABITANTS or THE Town AND PARISH wk 
M U T H ILL. wo 


| Muthill, £3 0.228 1 8. 2779. 
IEE inkiabitants of the town-and pariſh of Muthill, ſteady | 
friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, and to the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, havingheard that 
2 bill was to be brought into parliament, immediately after the 
Chriſtmas receſs, for repealing the penal ſtatutes Ro- 
man Catholics in Scotland, and that, in all probability, the 
ſame would paſs into a laws if not vigorouſly oppoſed, — they 
thought it their duty to declare their ſentiments on a Tabject 
2 ſuch deep concern to this country in general, and to them 
ves in particular, as they have a po . conſtantly 
reſiding R them, who, it is * feared, would 
= a troubleſome neighbour, if unawed by penal ſtatutes 
ey therefore, in x numerous meeting, reſolved to teſtify, 
in a public manner, their difapprobation of the repeal of thoſe 
laws, by which the — of an intolerant and 5 
ecuting religion are reſtramed from miſleading weak and ig- 
norant roteſtants, anck from be the minds of a riſ- 


ing 


7 
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* F „ Forchefoweinhty 
— they, 1 name of — whole pariſh, conſiſting of at 
leaſt #2u2 thouſand of the. communich of the church of Scot- 
land, beſides ſome hundreds more of Proteſtant diſſenters, 
do ignify their hearty concurrenee, with other focieties who 

are of their ſentiments, in uſing every legal and conſtitutional 
method to prevent faid 5 won in which ſentiments, they 
have the pleaſare to add, chat the miniſter and kirk - ſeſſion 
do heartily concur : And appoint the ſame to be inferted in 


all. the Edinburgh news- papers 


Subſcribed in name, and by appointment of the meeting, by | 
E ach PaTRIcK CARMICHAEL, Proſe. 
INCORPORATIONS, dp MEMBERS os Tar 
KIRK-SESSEON,' or GORBALS. 


; Ai Gortals of Glaſgow, January 15. 1779. 
_ 'FHE preſes and managers, deacons of incorporations, 
members of the kirk ſeſſion, and upwards. of nine hundred 
heads of families, in the pariſſi of Gorbals. of Glaſgow, alarm- 
ed at the information of a bill being intended to be brought 
into parliament, during this ſeſſion, for the repeal of the penal 
ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, ſimilar to that 
in their favours in England, and deeply affected with 
the apprehenſions of the many and melancholy con- 
ſequences, both civil and * t are likely to follow 
from. the relaxation of Papiſts from thoſe reſtraints which the 
wiſdom of our forefathers ſaw neceſſary to lay them under, 
and conſequently to allow them to diſſeminate a fyſtem of 
inciples and tenets diametrically oppoſite to the goſpel of 

the e of God, the intereſts and liberties of 3 
the Pifety of individuals; do hereby expreſs theſe their fears 
and uncaſ enſions to all the true friends of the Proteſ- 
tant intereſt in Scotland; and that it is their earneſt and 
hearty prayer unto: God, that he may give the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom to all the three branches of the Britiſh legiſlation, to di- 
rect them intheir deliberations and determinations concerning 
this moſt important matter; and they would humbly ſubjoin, 
that they are perſuaded, that theſe their fears and: a 

ſions are but too well founded, as the ſpirit of Popery; from 
the very nature of its principles, muſt be always the ſame.— 
And who can reflect on the once dreadful effects of its ſpirit in 
the Britiſh: ifles, or read the hiſtory of the inhuman eruelties 
produced by it in every nation and province where it, at this 


- 
F 


— 0 
very moment, without 
to think, that the time may come again = 
(hall be baniſhed Britain for Popery, the. the Bale b the 


book ; liberty, property, religion 3 changed into 
flavery, poverty, fi ſuperſtition and wickedneſa. O execrable. 


t thought I Heavens forbid it! If a bill with. 
— . bod confequences is to be introduced inte 
iament, they further hereby declare, that they will j join 
with the other ſocieties in Scotland in every legal, — en. 
ſure to prevent its paſſing, and appoint this public avowal of 
their ſentiments and reſolution to be publiſhed, both in the 
Glaſgow and Edinburgh news-papers, and ſigned in their 
—— and collector the fens of Gorbals. 

Joun ALEXANDER, Preſec. . 

Trwomas Franzza, 2 


Tas MAGISTRATES AND TOWN-COUNCIL 
| OF FALKLAND. ; 


| Faltland, * 16. 1779. 
THE magiſtrates and town-council of this burgh, conſi- 
dering that there is reaſon to believe a bill will ſoon be 
brought into parliament, for repealing the ſtatutes againſt 
Popery, now in force in this of the united kingdom, 
and being apprehenſive that fuch a repeal may be attended 
with dangerous conſequences to the intereſt of true religion, 
and to the peace of the country, did therefore unanimouſly 
reſolve to concur with other burghs and ſocieties, in uſing 
every proper and conſtitutional method, to prevent the in- 
tende d bill from receiving the ſanction of the legiſlature ;-and 
they appointed this their reſolution to mr n-the 
Edinburgh news-papers. 
IN name, in preſence, and by appointment of the eee by 
19 ARNOr, 
AL REX. MoRRAR, 5 * 
Ro. BEevERIDGE; i 
e by 52.5 
ANDREW WILSON, C. | 


Tus WEAVER SOCIETY n FALKLAND. | 


Falkland, January 16. 1779. 
THE: conveencr'and other members of the Weaver Socie- 
. aſſembled to take under 
conſideration 


— — — 


Jaſorm 


— - — — 
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conſideration the bill intended ſoon to be brought into par- 
liament, anent a repeal of the ſtatutes preſently ſubſiſting in 
this part of Great Britain, called Scotland, againſt Papiſts, 
and the influence of Popery; and, aſter taking the ſame un- 


der mature deliberation, and what hurtful conſequences the 


ſame might be attended with, both as to the conſtitution of 

e Proteſtant religion, and the injuries it might thereby be 

id under to ſuſtain, from the many fatal inſtances hitherto 
exhibited, when Popery reigned in this and the neighbour- 
ing countries, 'They unanimouſly reſolve to agree and con- 
cur with the Society at Edinburgh, and other corporations, 
friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, in oppoſing ſuch bill being 
paſſed into a law, and prevent the ſame being clothed by the 
authority of the Legiſlature; and in caſe aſſiſtance may be 
neceſſary for placing proper counſellors at London, to main- 
tain the right and privilege of Proteſtants before both or 
either Houſes of Parliament, ſhall heartily contribute in pay- 
ing a proportional ſhare of ſuch expence. And they appoint 
this their reſolution to be inſert in the Edinburgh public 
e od gra that all friends in the oppoſition may be duly 
d thereof. | 


Signed in name, in preſence, and by appointment of the faid ſe- 
8 ciety, by | | 
K 1 Jonx STORRAR, Conveener, 


. 
- 
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HERITORS any INHABITANTS or Taz PA. 
WED  RISH or LOGIE. © * 


xs, Januory 16. 1979. 
IHE heritors and inhabitants of the pariſh of Logie, this 
day afſembled, to the number of five hundred and u 

and being ſenſibly alarmed with the propoſed of the 
penal laws in Scotland againſt Popery, laws which they have 
ever conſidered: as their birth-right, and a neceſſary barrier 
againſt the dreadful inroads of Popery; did unanimouſly re- 
ſolve to oppoſe ſuch a repeal, and to join with the royul 
burghs and other incorporated ſocieties, particularly with the 
N of Stirling, in uſing all legal and conſtitutional means 
in their power for preventing the ſame, and to contribute 
their proportion of the expence neceſſary for carrying on the 
oppoſition; and ordained theſe their reſolutions to be inſert- 


ell in all the Scots news- papers. 


FRN x 
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FRIENDLY, SOCIETY. os - prerrnneT * 
; e 125 CHANICS.. n 8 


f Canongate, January 16. 1779. | 
_ THE Canongate Friendly Society of different Mechanics 
being met, on an alarm chat a bill will ſoon be brought into 
Parliament, for repealing the penal laws now in force againſt 
Roman Catholics in Scotland, and being ſenſible of the dan-, 
ous. conſequences that naturally will follow, both to our 
Jil and eccleſiaſtical intereſt, if ſaid bill were to paſs into a law: 
They therefore unanimouſl reſolved. to concur. with. other 
ieties, and different bodies in Scotland, in oppoſing the 
ſaid bill, and to contribute, as far as in them lies, a part of 
the neceſſary expence that ſaid oppoſition will occaſion, -  _ 
And order this their reſolution to be inſerted. in Wach 
donian Mercury on Monday nenn. bt obs 6 el 


ExtraRted by, 
Anpw. end, dll. 


— 


INCORPORATION OF WEAVERS, Oe: IN CA- 
NONGATE. | 


via N January 16. 1779. 
ration of Weavers, &c. in Canongate being 
* met, an — into their ſerious conſideration, the 
alarming conſequences which will naturally reſult from a re- 
of the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland, were the 
intended to be brought into Parliament to paſs into a law ; 
nd chat, by their oa of admiſſion, they are bound to 
maintain Fr; defend the religion, as it is preſently eſtabliſh- 
ed by law in this part of the united kingdom: there- 
fore unanimouſly reſolved to concur with the other incorpo- 
rations in taking every legal ſtep for oppoſing the faid bill, and 


will cheerfully contribute their proportion of the expence 
that ſuch oppoſition may occafion. 


Extrafted from the minutes of the incorporation, 17 
RoperT Don aTLp, b 


INHABITANTS or KILMARNOCK. 


Numarnoct, January 16. 1759 · 
3 


1 that ſeveral reſpectable ſocieties, towns and 
burghs 
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burghs in Scotland, have entered into the laudable and pious 
reſolution of defending and ſupporting the intereſt of. the 
Proteſtant religion in this country, as at preſent by law eſta- 
bliſhed, by every legal and conſtitutional meaſure in their 
power; a reſolution extremely neceſſary and 1 a time 
when the hedge of its defence has clfewhere broken 
down and deſtroyed, and when there is the greateſt reaſon to 
fear that the ſame law may ſoon be n extended to this 
country, by bringing into parliament a bill for extending the 
2 of the penal ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics to Scot 


Never, but with horror, cam wo entertain the thought of 
having a religion introduced among us, which has in great 
profuſion ſhed the beſt blood of our forefathers, both on the 
ſcaffold and in the field; a religion which has exhibited ſuch 
ſcenes of barbarity, carnage, and blood, as have ſtained the 
annals, not only of this iſland, but of every kingdom in e 
uarter of the globe; witneſs the maſſacres of Ireland 
Paris; witneſs the tragedy exhibited at Thoulouſe but ſixteen 
years ago; witneſs the ſufferings of the people in the Nether- 
lands in the time of Philip the II. of Spain; witneſs every 
country, of both the old and new world, wherever the name 
of this terrible religion has but been heard. 

Apologies have indeed been of late offered in its favours, al- 
tedging that this religion is not now poſſeſſed of the ſame rage 
for malcing proſelhes, and thirſt for the blood of heretics, as 

but we have every reaſon to believe, that if it has 
appeared leſs awful and troubleſome of late, it has been owin 
to the want of power and the reſtraint of penal laws : Let 
again be but cheriſhed into vigour in the boſom of the ſtate, 
and it will, we doubt not, exert its fatal ſting with as muck 
keenneſs as ever. | / 4 
Influenced by theſe and ſuch like conſiderations, the ma- 
2 and town- council, together with the deacons of the 
corporated trades of this place conveened themſelves, and 
unanimouſly reſolved to join the reſpective burghs, c. in- 
tending to petition the King and Parliament not to extend the 
bill repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts to Scotland. 
And at fame time unanimouſly agreed, ſhould ſuch peti- 
tion fail of the wiſhed-for effect, to concur with ſaid burghs, 
c. in employing counſel to oppoſe faid bill by every legal 
and conſtitutional meaſure. 21 
Hoping, at the ſame time, that the conſideration of 
zeal and public ſpirit ſhewn of late by the country to the ſtate, 
may induce our Sovereign and Parliament, not to paſs _ 


— — 


— — 
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that would fo exceeding! didrefatheconſtiendts, „and diſturb 
the e of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects of Scots 4p. 
above refotutions are am to be publiſhed in the 
news- papers by a committee of the above- mentioned 

Ws: the ae and trades of Kilmarnock. 


: >; Jon Ane u Baikie. 


SOCIETY or WEAVERS IN POLLOCKSHAWS, G. 


| 2324»  Palhochſbaws, January 16, 1779. 
TW day, the Society of Weavers in Pollockſhaws, and 
of Eaſtwood, having been duly warned by their offi- 
cer, accordingly met; and unanimouſly agreed to concur, 
with their fellow focieties, to oppoſe, by every conſtitutional 
means in their power, the introduction of Popery into this 
kingdom. A religion, which has the immediate t 
to ſubvert the 2 liberties, and overturn 7 region, of Ws 
and every other Proteftant country, being fou upon 
baſed opinions, and frail councils of fallible men; the 
nn of which are ſhockingly impure, and muſt make the 
8 and thinking man to recoil, even at the 
them: Witneſs that of ſupererogation, their 
their purgatorial penances, c. The 
mercenary which muſt inevitably involve theſe lands in the 
groſſeſt perjury. We being bound, by virtue of our for- 
mer obligations; hereby declare — — willing to riſque 
our lives, and ſacrifice our fortunes, in defence of our Sove- 
reign's intereſt and rights, as 2 Proteſtant Prince on the 
throne of Great Britain; who is bound, by his coronation 
oath, to defend Preſbytery in Scotland, as 25 ceable to the 
word of God, in oppoſition te every ſpeeies of falſe religion, 
eſpecially that of Popery. We hereby ſignify, that we are ap- 
prehenſive, that the countenancing a bill paſſing at Parlia- 
ment, for repealing the penal acts againſt Papiſts in Scotland, 
is. a plot of Rome, hatched by Jacobites, carried on by Je- 
fuits, and propagated by thoſe who are practical enemies to 
his preſent Majeſty's government, the intereit of his Royal 
2 dom of Chriſt, and cauſe of pure 
and religion in OD realms. We being experi- 
— — — that our lawful endeavours, in our ſecular 
employments, have been in a great meaſure. hurt ſince the 
eſtabliſhment of Pogery in Canada, which was followed with 
2 general revolt in many of our colonies abroad; join- 
_— the W double-dealing, gen * 7 
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it paſs, we ſhudder at the thought of its awful conſe- 
<0) es R 
' We therefore moſt earneſtly obteſt, and beſcech all our 
Proteſtant brethren to join us, in oppoſing the paſſing of ſaid 
ute 


bill, being heartily willing to contribute a proportional ſhare 
of expences, that may be incurred in employing counſel for 


fruſtrating that bill. (OP | | 
The Society agree to the publication of this in the Edin- 
burgh and Glaſgow news- papers. E deen 


+ Subſcribed in name and y appointment of the ſeciety, by 
, SIAN | RonerT Brown, Prefer. 


WEAVER TRADE N GORBALS. 


ail: Ai Chapel of Gorbals, January 16. 1779. 
THE Weaver Trade in Gorbals being duly warned by the 
officer, as by him was verified, met accordingly; when the 
overſman repreſented to the meeting that he had received 
certain information, that a bill was intended to —— 
into parliament for repealing the penal laws agai oman 
Cath ics in Scotland dente — wo alarmed che Trade, who 
taking the ſame into their ſerious conſideration, were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that a repeal of the preſent laws againſt 
Papiſts, would, if extended to Scotland, be attended with 
very fatal conſequences, as it would tend to alienate the peo- 
ples affections from their moſt gracious Sovereign and his go- 
vernment, at this time when the greateſt unanimity is of the 
utmoſt importance to theſe kingdoms, and as it would endan- 
ger their civil and religious liberties, ſecured to them by the 
pores Revolution, and ſettlement of the crown of theſe 
ingdoms in the Proteſtant line, and by which ſettlement, 
their preſent gracious Sovereign's family were called to the 
throne, the peoples rights and liberties as they hope for ever 
ſecured,” and Popery and ſlavery for ever baniſhed from theſe 
parts of the Britiſh empire, and all theſe our rights ſolemnly 
confirmed by the treaty of Union between the two kingdoms: 
The T therefore unanimouſly reſolved, to oppoſe, to 
the utmoſt of their power, by every legal and conftitutional 
meaſure, any bill that may be brought into Parliament for” 
extending a toleration for the popiſn religion in Scotland, 
paſſing into a law; and they direct the overſman to report 
their opinion to, and co-operate with the other ſocieties in 
and about Glaſgow, and they will cheerfully contribute their 
proportion of any expence that may be incurred, along with 
whatever ſociety or body he may join, and they appoint * 
8 : eir 
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their reſolution to be inſerted in the Glaſgow news-papire 
and the Edinburgh Advertiſer. 47 

2 2 $46 ; Ja. Murx, 0 6 | 


CORPORATION os HAMMERMEN N CA-- 
be NONGATE. 


 Hammermen's-hall, Canongate, January 16. 1779. % 
THE corporation of Hammermen in Canongate, alarmed 
by a report publiſhed, that it is intended to repeal the penal 
-laws againſt Papiſts, met this day to deliberate upon that 
ſubject; and, after due conſideration, they unanimouſly. a- 
greed in opinion, that ſuch a meaſure would be imprudent, 
dangerous, and pernicious to the civil and religious intereſts 
of Scotland. But while they hope, that no attempt of this 
nature will be made, they cannot help regreting, that, at a 
time when the Britiſh empire is convulſed by diſſention and 
rebellion, and at war with a nation of Papiſts, who have 
given us ſufficient reaſon to beware of artifice, perfidy and 
impoſition, and when this country is generouſly ſending forth - 
its inhabitants ſo profuſely to fight in ſupport of the conſti- 
tution of Britain, experiments of ſuch deep importance ſhould 
be thought of, or reports ſo diſcouraging ſhould be allowed 
to circulate in a part of the kingdom toe zealous for their re- 
ligion to remain indifferent about attempts to weaken its in - 
fluence ;—and they earneſtly wiſh, that the apprehenſions 
raiſed in the minds of many, by this report, were ſpeedily 
removed, by its being contradicted from proper authority. 
This corporation do therefore publicly declare their reſolu- 

tion to join with others, in oppoſing, any bill that may be 
brought into Parliament, for repealing the laws againft Po- 

„and to contribute their proportion of the expence 
thereby occaſioned. 


Ertracted by 
| GBO. FARQUHAR. / 


AGREEABLE SOCIETY os JOURNEYMEN + 
WEAVERS. OR 


Abbey-hill, January 16. 1979. © 

THE « 758 Society of Journeymen Weavers of the 
Abbey-hill, Edinburgh,' conſiſting of about one hundred and 
Fifty members; after declaring their conſent to, and agree- 
ment with, the many cogent reaſons advanced by our well- 
düſpoſed fellow- ſubjects, for withſtanding the paſſing the 


K popiſh 


* 2 
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popiſh bill, hereby announce their cordial affection for, and 
firm attachment to, the happy conſtitution of our country; 


beg leave to inform all whom it may concern, That each o 
us ſeverally will contribute our beſt endeavours to preſerve. 


our invaluable privileges ſacred and civil, as far as competent 
for each of us to do. Appoint our 2 to advertiſe this 
our reſolution, and in our name, to ſign the ſame. 

* |  Jonn NELSON, Pre/es. 


SESSION er MID-CALDER. 


Mid-Calder, January 16. 1779. 


THE Seſſion taking into their ſerious conſideration, the 
unhappy effects which might ariſe from the repeal of the- 
laws reſpecting Roman Catholics in Scotland —Jaws neceſſary 
to counteract principles, and curb a ſpirit, equally adverſe to 
the civil and religious rights of mankind ; and anxious to 
preſerve, unimpaired, thofe valuable privileges which, as 
members of a Proteſtant church, and ſubjects of a free ſtate, 
it is their happineſs to enjoy, think it their duty to declare 
publicly thoſe apprehenſions, which, in common with man 
of their brethren, they feel, and expreſs their earneſt wi 
that the ſaid repeal may not take place. The ſeſſion in this 
not only declare their own ſentiments, but thofe of the pariſh. 


MAGISTRATES any COUNCIL or INVER- 
| NESS. | 


; Inverneſs, January 18. 1779. 
THE magiſtrates and council, taking under conſideration 
the apprehenſion that almoſt Ry prevails, that the 
repeal of the penal laws againſt Roman Catholics, which has 
" taken place in England, may extend to Scotland, are unani- 
mouſly of opinion, ſuch a meaſure would be attended with 
many bad. conſequences to this country; have therefore re- 
ſolved to oppoſe it by every lawful mean, and to join other 
communities for that purpoſe. And they direct their clerks 
to make extracts of this their refolution, to be tranſmitted ti 
the publiſhers of the Edinburgh news-papers. 
| Exmtratted from the council-books, by 
WIII. FrxasSER, Cl. 


MAGI 
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MAGISTRATES AND TOWN-COUNCIL or 
 HADDINGTON. , | 


W Haddington, annary 18. 1779. 
THE magiſtrates and town-council of this burgh, having 
previouſly informed themſelves of the ſentiments not only of 
the nine incorporated trades, ' but alſo of a great number of 
the burgeſſes not incorporated, with reſpect to a rumour that 
has for ſome time prevailed, of an intention to bring into 
Parliament a bill for repealing the penal ſtatutes now in force 
in this kingdom againſt the religion of the church of Rome, 
and the promoters thereof; and being fully convinced, that 
fuch a ſtep would be attended with conſequenees, which 
every friend to the conſtitution, both ip church and ſtate, 
muſt wiſh to prevent, have reſolved, and do hereby publiſh 
their reſolution, That they are ready to join with the Con- 
vention of royal burghs, with the Committee of the Corre- 
ſpondent meeting, Society-hall, Edinburgh, or with any 
other ſociety meeting in a peaceable and legal manner, in 
oppoſing ſuch repeal by every method warranted by the con- 
ſtitution. | — 
> | RoggRT Bux rox, Prov 
Extracted from the minutes of council, ly 
| Har DonaLDsoON, Cl. 


MAGISTRATES any COUNCIL os MUSSEL- 
BURGH. | 


; Muſſelburgh, January 18. 1779. 
THE magiſtrates and council taking into their conſidera- 
tion the fatal conſequences that will follow, ſhould a repeal 
of the penal laws againſt, Popery extend to this country, they 
therefore unanimouſly agree, with the other well affected 
burghs, of the preſent happy conſtitution, to take every legal 
and conſtitutional meaſure to oppoſe it in both Houſes of Par- 
liament, and will contribute a proportional part of the ex- 
pence toward the oppoſing the repealing ſuch penal laws, and 
appoint this our reſolution to be inſerted in the Edinbur 
Hiews-P.pers. . 
| William HuNnTER, Bailies. 
Joux CocnRan, : ** 


Extracted forth of the council-records, by 
YR Tuo, TromsoN, C/k, 
INHA- 


— — 
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INHABITANTS os Tur TOWN os EARLESTOUN. 


Berwiclſbire. — Earlefloun,; January 18. 1779. 
THE inhabitants of the town of Earleſtoun, and the parith 
thereof, together with the members of the Antiburgher and 
Relief congregations in that place, having this day met, and 


taking into conſideration the alarming apprehenſions of a re- 


peal of the penal ſtatutes againſt Popery, were unanimouſly 
of opinion, that however much they may be diſpoſed to al- 
low all reaſonable liberty of conſcience, fo far as conſiſtent 
with the peace and ſafety of Scotland; yet the religion and 
policy of the church of Rome, notwithſtanding all its gran- 
deur and its POP, is fraught with diſſimulation, inconſiſt- 
ency and nonſenſe, contrary to the purity and ſimplicity of 
the goſpel; and wah the inhabitants of theſe iſles got clear 
of, at the expence & lives, of fortunes, and of every thing 
valuable in the world. They therefore are reſolved to con- 
cur with other ſocieties in promoting every prudent and con- 
ſtitutional method for preventing ſaid repeal, and are willing 
to contribute, according to their abilities, for carrying the 
above meaſure into execution. Accordingly have ordered 
this to be inſerted in the Edinburgh Advertiſer. 
Extracteu from the minutes of ſaid meeting, by 
| | Joan MILL, Clerk. 


PARISH of BURNTISLAND. 


22s | Burntiſland, Fanuary 18. 1779. 

WHICH day the pariſh having met, in conſequence of 
public advertiſement, and there being preſent the whole body 
of the people of every denomination, in order to deliberate 
upon, and take into their ſerious conſideration, a bill which, 
it is feared, is intended to be brought into Parliament, for 
repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland; when 
the meeting, reflefting upon the diſmal ſtate their anceſ- 
tors were in under Popery, in former periods; and ſenſible of 
the bleſſings they, and this country, have enjoyed, ever ſince 
the happy Reformation, and particularly ſince the acceſſion 
of the illuſtrious family of Hanover to the Britiſh throne, 
they could not help expreſſing their diſapprobation of the 
before-mentioned bill being carried into execution, as, in 
their opinion, it will be attended with many fatal conſequences 
to this country, in all its moſt valuable rights and privileges 
both facred and civil; becauſe the principles of Popery, in a 
ſpiritual view, are unſcriptural, antichriſtian, idolatrous, and 
| \ 3 | blaſphemous ; 


* 
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blaſphemous; with regard to private morality, they are per- 
nicious and highly corrupting ; and with reſpect to civil go- 
vernment, wholly incompatible with our ſyſtem, the whole of 
their tenets being only admiſſible in an arbitrary and deſpotic 
ſtate. _ For theſe, and other weighty reaſons, expreſſed pu- 
blicly FL many in Scotland, this meeting earneſtly with and 
pray, that the laws reſpecting Papiſts may not be repealed. 
And the pariſh unanimouſly agree to contribute a propor- 
tionate ſhare of the expence, in employing coyncil in both 
Houſes of Parliament, to plead againſt it, if ſuch a bill ſhould 
be introduced; and this unanimous reſolution they appoint 
to be laid before the magiſtrates and town-council of this 
burgh, by the Reverend Mr. Jerment and Mr. Thomſon, 
beſeeching that reſpectable body to concur with them in this 
laudable defign, and, if agreeable to their inclinations, to 
tranſmit a double of this, with their "concurrence, to Mr. 
Oſwald of Dunnikier, their provoſt, ſoliciting his intereſt to 
oppoſe ſaid bill; and they further ſolicit the magiſtrates and 
town- council, if they ſee meet to concur with the pariſh in 
the above ſentiments, to tranſmit an extract of this, and their 
own determination, to the Proteſtant Committee of Corre- 
ſpondence at Edinburgh, to be inſerted in the news-papers. 


Extracted ly My I ” 
ANDRE w ROBER7'SON, Sef. Cat. 


INHABITANTS IX TA TOWN any PARISH 
or ALLOA. N 


mn Alloa, . January 18. 1779. 
IIS day a great number of the inhabitants of every de- 
nomination in the town and pariſh of Alloa, well affected to 
his Majeſty's perſon and government, met, juftly alarmed at- 
the report that a repeal of the laws againſt Popery was like to 
take place, and conſidering themſelves as called upon in the 
hour of danger to join their fellow-citizens of every village 
and community in Scotland, they wiſhed to offer their ſenti- 
ments upon the propoſed alteration of the preſent laws. 

They have always looked upon the enactment of the penal 
ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, as a wiſe and ſalutary meaſure of go- 
vernment, and at the different times in which they were en- 
acted, and amended, highly neceflary, to d againſt the 
Ada effects of bigotted e 1 ſtill 
of the greateſt importance, not for the purpoſes of perſecu- 
tion, which Roman Catholics never experienced, but to pre- 
yent their perſecuting of others. ; 

J 5 Jhey 
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They have often admired the reſolution and firmneſs of 
their fathers, who, when every-civil right was ſurrendered to 
a popiſh prince, their religious eſtabliſhment was held faſt ; 
and zealous of their facred privileges, neither bribes nor 
threats could prevail upon them to ſuffer the ſmalleſt inno- 
vation upon the popiſh laws. 28 
When after many unſucceſsful les, pou ſchools 
pak ſocieties ons wn Ak m pn ce y os and 
angerous books © i King 
Jang had wr Tr pri Pong 7 | | 
So much did they venerate that ſyſtem of laws which b 
given them protection and ſecurity from the violence and 
cruelty of the church of Rome, that they even refuſed to ac- 
knowledge their great deliverer under God, William and 
Mary, King and Queen, till their claim of rights was fully 
ſettled, and the penal laws againſt Papiſts unalterably fixed. 
Nor did they enter upon that great national bond, the 
union of the two kingdoms, till they had ſecured by a moſt 
ſolemn formal act, the laws and ſtatutes * to Popery, 
ſo as they might not even be the ſubject of after review or 
future alteration: As ſuch they are again ratified and con- 
firmed by the Union, and now make a ſolemn part of the 
coronation-oath. — 5 | 
Vith. ſuch ſentiments, the meeting could not allow them- 
ſelves to be ſilent in ſo critical a moment, when they appre- 
hend a dangerous invaſion upon the ſacred bulwark of their 
civil and religious privileges, and therefore they reſolved to 
intimate theſe their ſentiments, in the Edinburgh news-papers, 
and likewiſe to tranſmit a copy of their * to the 
| Committee of Correſpondence, Edinburgh, requeſting them 
to take every legal and conſtitutional ſtep for preventing a re- 
4 pu of the popiſh ſtatutes. Hereby engaging to pay cheer- 
[i lly their proportion of whatever expence may be incurred 
! by employing counſel at London or otherwiſe. 
Signed by appoinment of the meeting, by 
, | James KInx, Preſes, 


- — 


' SOCIETY or WEAVERS IN KILSYTH. 


| Kilſjth, January 18. 1779. 
THE Society of Weavers in Kilſyth, having met this day, 
and being fully ſenſible of the happy effects which have re- 
ſulted to this Northern part of Great Britain, from the penal 
ſtatutes agaipſt Popery, paſſed in the reign of King William 


and Queen Mary, of ever bleſſed memory; and * 
that 
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that a repeal of theſe ſtatutes, would be attended with the 
moſt dreadful conſequences, both to them ang their poſteri- 
ty, by the introduction of a religion, many of the tenets of 
which are impious and repugnant to true Chriſtianity, and 
ſome of them ſuch as muſt break the bands of ſociety and 
faith between man and man; and having received in- 
wnation, that a bill is about to be brought into Parliament 
for a repeal of theſe ſtatutes, The Society of Weavers in Kil. 
ſyth, hereby declare to the world, that they are determined 
to oppoſe the paſling of this bill into a law, by every legal and 
conſtitutional method in their powerz and that they are 
ready and willing to join with all other Proteſtant ſocieties, 
cither in preſenting petitions to the Throne, or both Houſes 
of Parliament, for the prevention of this bill; or in raiſing 
money, according to their ability, to defray council that may 
be employed againſt it: And they truſt, that our gracious 
Sovereign, who is juſtly tiled, Father of his people, will 
lend a paternal ear to the cries of his ſubjects, and will re- 
move their fears and apprehenſions, by ordering ſuch a bill, 
if brought into Parliament, to be withdrawn: And they 
think that his Majeſty's miniſters ſhould be careful, not to 
give offence to a nation, whoſe affairs they ſeem to have ma- 

naged with the moſt ſhameful negle& and miſconduct. 
Signed at Kilſyth, by order, and in preſence of the meeting, by 
| Jon Dow n18, Clert. 


INHABITANTS or Tur TOWN anp PARIS 
wa OF BEITH, toc. ' 1 


Beith, January 18. 1779. 
WHICH day the inhabitants of the town and pariſh of 
Beith, the managers of the two charitable ſocieties, and mem - 
bers of the two ſeſſions, who were joined with many from. 
different pariſhes ; after a ſermon ſuited to the occaſion, 
took into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the very great 
danger to which the Proteſtant religion is expoſed, by the 
intended repeal of the penal ſtatutes now in force againſt Po- 
pery ; in conſequence of which, they have the greateſt reaſon 

to believe, that a religion, calculated to flatter the corru 
prejudices of mankind, and to encourage the moſt unbound- 
ed licentiouſneſs of manners, by granting indulgences which 
may tend to the commiſſion of the moſt ſhocking crimes, 
and a —_— at once ra ah both Lr, and 15 Je. 
liberty, will rapidly; in regard trafficking pri e- 
ſuits, &c. Ade entirely at liberty to — their wicked 
2 arts, 
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arts, in ſeducing the ignorant, and to take upon them the 
education of youth; the apprehenſion of which.repeal has 
cauſed a general alarm, not only in this pariſh, but univer- 
fally through the nation, as appears from the public papers, 


from one week to another and, ſhould the repeal take place, 


there is every reaſon to fear the hearts of many thouſands of 
his Majeſty's moſt faithful and loyal ſubjects in this kingdom 
will be alienated : Wherefore; after mature deliberation, the 
meeting unanimouſly reſolve to aſſiſt, in oppoſing ſuch bill, 

every lawful and conſtitutional means in their power; and, 


if council is employed againſt it, they will contribute accord- 


ing to their circumſtances, and will open a ſubſcription for 
that ret ng whenever it is judged proper, and will corre- 
ſpond with any ſociety properly appointed for the purpoſe of 
employing council, collecting money, and receiving infor- 
mation, or for petitioning the Throne, and both Houſes of 
Parliament: And they moſt earneſtly obteſt and beſeech their 
Proteſtant brethren, in different parts of the kingdom, who 
have not yet openly appeared, to join them in oppoſing a bill 
calculated to undermine theſe ineſtimable privileges, dearly 
purchaſed by our worthy anceſtors at the glorious Reforma- 
tion from Popery, and ſecured to us by the moſt wiſe and 
wholeſome laws, 'both at the happy Revolution and late 
Union, as effectual barriers againſt Popery. And they agree 
to the publication hereof in both the Glaſgow news-papers, 
and the Edinburgh Evening Courant. | 
In name, preſence, and by appointment of the meeting, ſubs. 
ſcribed by 8 | 
AxpREw MiTCHEL, Prefes. 
© RonerT MonTGOMERY, Clerk- 


HERITORS 4D INHABITANTS: or rn TOWN 
and PARISH or KILMAURES. 


| Kilmaures, January 18. 1779. 

WE the reſiding heritors and inhabitants of the burgh 
and pariſh of Kilmaures, as well as thoſe who fecede from 
the eſtabliſhed church, as thoſe who adhere to it, being on 
the preſent alarming occaſion unanimouſly aſſembled in the 


' pariſh church, do publicly declare our loyalty to our moſt - 


gracious Sovereign King George who now fills the throne, | 
and do ſolemnly thank almighty God for placing the crown 
of the Britiſh empire on the head of a Prince who wears it 
only to preſerve and defend the civil and religious rights of 
his ſubjects. Deeply impreſſed with the auguſt character irs 


* 


DECLARATIONS RESOLUTIONS, 8c. 73 

his Majeſty ve are far from imagining that the bill which, 

a8 univerſal report informs us, is to be brought into Parlia- 

ment, 0 On to the Roman Catholics in Scotland, the 
ict th 


fame rel oſe of England and Ireland have obtained, is 
either encouraged by his royal influence, or honoured by his 

royal approbation. We truſt we ſhall find credit With the 

world when we thus deliberately proclaim, that it is not by a 

ſpirit of perſecution, a ſpirit which we abhor, that we are 

actuated, in the oppoſition we do hereby make to the pro- 

jected repeal of the penal laws againſt Popery, and in which 

we are determined to perſevere ſteadily by every conſtitutional 

meaſure; but by a diſpaſſionate and clear conviction that 

theſe laws were enacted, by the wiſdom of former times, as the 

beſt and ſtrongeſt barriers of the Proteſtant intereſt againſt 

the encroachments, uſurpations, and aſſaults of the Romiſh, 

ſuperſtition. ' We are moſt firmly perſuaded that Popery, 
condemned as it is by the ſacred ſcriptures, renounced by 
the ſtandards of the church, abhorred by the national cove- 
nants, and proſcribed by the treaty of Union, has a moſt 
natural and direct tendency to deſtroy our liberties civil and 
religious, which wete eſtabliſhed by our pious and brave an- 
ceſtors at an almoſt incredible exp:nce of blood and treaſure. 
It is not then to be wondered at, t)at we ſuffer bitter anguiſh 
from the melancholy and dreadful proſpect this accurſed bill 
holds out to us, of ſoon beholding temples raiſed, in which 
the prieſts of the Man of fin will, under the protection of 
law, celebrate his profane and idolatrous myſteries; and 
ſchools opened, where the teachers of his perfidious and 
murderous doctrines will infidiouſly corrupt the unwary 
minds of our youth, to the final ſubverſion of orthodox re- 
ligion and ſound morality, We obſerve with unfeigned ſor- 
row the great progreſs of the deluſion of Rome, not only in 
the wilder parts of this realm, but even in the capital itſelf, - 
and in ſome of the more civilized counties; notwithſtanding 
the ſtern and menacing aſpect with which the penal laws re- 
gard it; and hence we cannot help aging, with much 
concern, that not long after theſe ſalutary reſtraints are re- 
moved, the papal ſyſtem, ſo indulgent to the vices and fol- 
lies of the human heart, and varniſhed over by prieſts and 
Jeſuits, accuſtomed to practiſe artifice and falſhood with 
tranquil minds and untroubled countenances, will contend 
but too ſucceſsfully againſt the pure and fevere principles of 
the goſpel, enforced by miniſters, who, thank cannot re- 
concile their conſciences to a lie in any farm, nor for any 
end. We pretend by no means to know the ſtateſman, from 
whoſe political brain the idea "4 extending this deteſted bill 


wo 
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to North Britain originally iſſued ; but we know he diſcovers 
by it ſuch ignorance of the warmth with which the Scotch 
are attached to the conſtitution in chureh and Rate, that it is 
difficult to believe him to be of their nation. If, after 
however; he is a Scotſman, we know he diſcovers fuch a 
perverſe difpoſition- to thwart and oppreſs his coun 
as renders him unworthy. equally of their notice and of their 
name. Upon the-whole, we are determined to co-operate 
with all other burghs, pariſhes, and communities, in op- 
oling by every legal method, the extenſion. of the Roman 
atholic bill to Scotland and that not from any hatred to 
the perſons of the deluded: votaries of Popery, but from the 
moſt rivetted hatred of Popery. itſelf. And. theſe our ſenti- 
ments and reſolutions, ſigned in our name, and by our ap- 
ment, by Halle John Swan the preſes of this meeting, we 
order to be publiſhed in the Glaſgow Journal and Mercury. 
5 Joun Sw AN, Preſet. 


TRADESMEN' 6s SALCOATS axe 8'BVEN- 
0 8 rOUN, Sc | 


Galtcoats, Fanuary 18. 1779. 
WE, the different Tradeſmen of Saltcoats and Steven- 
ſtoun, with the voice of other inhabitants, having met, and 
taken into ſerious and mature conſideration, the prefent alarm, 
with regard to extending to Scotland, the repealing of the 
penal laws againſt Roman Catholics, are unanimouſly of opi- 
nion, ſuch a meaſure would be attended with many bad conſe- 
quences to this country, in all its intereſts, civil as well as re- 
ligious : And have therefore reſolved to oppoſe it by every 
lawful means, and to join the other communities in cont 
buting chearfully, according to our abilities, for that purpoſe. 
| Signed by our prefers, yi 46 


Joux Rox zune. 


HERITORS any HEADS or FAMILIES i tip 
PARISH or KILBARCHAN. ; 


k Kilbarchan, January 18. 1 779. 5 

THIS day the heritors and heads of families in the 12 
of Kilbarchan met, and taking into their ſerious con ideræ- 
tion, the report which at preſent obtains, that a bill will ſoon 
be brought into Parliament, for repealing the penal laws at 
preſent in force againſt.the Roman Catholics in Scotland 


+, 
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and to allow thoſe of that ſuperſtitious and idolatrots | 
ſion, the full and free exetciſe of their falſe deteftable reli- 

on among us; were unmitnouſly of opinion, that if the 

id bill be paſſed into a law, it may be attended with the 
moſt dangerous conſequences, to the intereſts, both ſacred 
aud civil, of this country. They therefore, with the ſame 
unanimity, „to concur with the different ſbeleties of 
their fellow-ſubjects and Proteſtants in all the corners of the 
land, in sppoſing of the above bill by all legal and conſtitu- 
tional means; and that ny are ready to open ſubſcriptions 
for collecting money, to bear their ſhare in defraying ex- 
your if it be deemed neceſſary to employ council againſt 

. Theſe their reſolutions they order +6 be printed in the 
London Chronicle, the Edinburgh and Glaſgow news-papers, 
that their ſentiments may be known : And they would flatter 
themſelves, that when the Legiſlature thus learns how very 
diſagreeable the propoſed bill is to all the inhabitants of this 
country, it will be withdrawn, leaſt the minds of the people 
be irritated, to a degree that is at all times dangerous, but 
more ſo in the preſent criſis of national affairs, when the 
greateſt unanimity amongſt ourſelves is ſo highly neceflary 
and deſirable. 1 
Signed in the name of the preſes, and by the appointment the 

meeting, by Janes Black, Preſes.” 


To raus COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE 
| in GLASGOW, - 


Carluke, January 18. 79. 
GENTLEMEN, + 8 FP | x 


Ina been favoured with yours, and moſt heartily ap- 
prove of your pious zeal againſt the ſhocking ſuperſtition of 
the Romiſh church. I have no doubt but the governors of 
our nation, and guardians of our liberties, upon a proper 
repreſentation of the bad conſequences that 12 attend à re- 
wy, of the penal laws, relating to Popery in Scotland, will 
ee it the wiſdom to watch againſt — thing that may 
have the moſt diſtant tendency to promote the growth of the 
popiſh religion, or even remove any of the reſtraints laid 
upon that deteſtable ſuperſtition. Nor can we ſuppoſe that 
they have the moſt diſtant inclination to offend his Majeſty's 
good ſubjeQs in Scotland, or alienate their minds from the 
uty and affection they owe to the beſt of kings. 
owever, I am confident the people in my pariſh, are 
abundantly forward to join with other pious and good Chri- 


, 
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ſtians, in uſing their moſt prudent endeavours to put a ſtop 
to any 2 that may tend in the ſmalleſt degree, to 
give countenance to the Romiſh religion, or prieſthood. 
Though they wiſh a free toleration for quiet and 
able ſubjects, to worſhip God according to the light of their 
own minds, and what they believe to be according to the word 
of God, yet they are afraid that to remove any of the reſtraints 
laid by the wiſdom and piety of our fathers, upon the popiſh 
clergy in this country, would be attended with the worſt 
| There is not indeed ſo much as one profeſſed Papiſt in 
1 this pariſh, nor, ſo far as I know, is there one within the 
| | bounds of this preſbytery, not even a diſſenting houſe. yet 
| we are willing to give our countenance to our brethren in 
al - the faith of Chriſt, —— 7 IR YI ——— 
| of Popery, in thoſe parts where it is moſt in danger of ſpread» 


 # 


ing. But as in a country - pariſh of ſuch extent as this, to 
ſubſcribe your printed paper in the manner you propoſe, 
5 would be very inconvenient. It is judged proper by the 
Seſſion (who know well the diſpoſition of the people on the 
propo * to gemi to you, by their moderator, that 
the body of the people here, are moſt friendly to Govern» 
ment; wiſh well to our happy Conſtitution; and heartily 
| of every legal method of accompliſhing the pious 
and deſireable end for which you have formed yourſelves into 
a committee. 
I can aſſure you, the peculiar tenets of the Romiſh church 
are conſidered by my people, as dangerous td the peace of 
ſociety in a Proteſtant country, inconſiſtent with the genuine 
doctrines of the goſpel, and tending to obſtruct theſe im- 
provements in underſtanding, diſpoſition, and moral con- 
duct; which conſtitute the wiſdom, perfection, and happi- 
| neſs of 7" — race. 4 1 be 9 
— 14 The on impower me thus to ore you, as friends 
1 of the Proteſtant — the ſentiments of the inhabitants 
[| of this pariſh, who are above fifteen hundred ſouls z and hope 
you will take this declaration as equally ſatisfying, as if every 
i} one here had-ſubſcribed with his own hand. , 
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AAR 1. |... Edinburgh, January 19. 1779. 
_ AMIDST the general alarm which at preſent prevails 
throughout Scotland, from an intended of the ſtatutes 
inſt Popery, The members of the Galic Con ion in 
is place conſider it as their duty publicly to declare their 


excuſe our zeal, and will perhaps add weight to our de- 
* aomcrrte _ a thouſand. We are well affected 
o the royal houſe anover, and our preſent con- 
itution. Many of us have riſked our lives in —— 
of our King and country: Our brethren have died in the 
cauſe. Some of us, now unfit for the active labours of the 
field, ſtill do the duties of a garriſon as invalids in Edin- 
burgh Caſtle. 0 | | | 
2 The late levies can teſtify we have not been backward in 
this laſt — of giving the moſt unequivocal proofs of 
loyalty. We would now, for the firſt time, be defective, if we 
conſented to any encouragement of P We are not 
ſtrangers to the intolerant and intolerable principles of Pa- 
pm They*are no leſs dangerous in a political than in a re- 
igious view. * 6 | | | 
We have heard, and our fathers have told us, that their 
practices are as bad as their principles. With our own eyes, 
many of us, when abroad, have en their abominable idola- 
try and inhuman cruelties; yet, after all, we would not re- 
taliate. Our laws are neceſſary reſtraintsz but they do not 
perſecute. The execution of theſe is milder till z- nor 
can Papiſts themſelves complain of any hardſhips they at 
preſent ſuffer. Would to God Proteftants under popiſh go- 
vernments were half as happy] We will not complain of the 
mildneſs of our laws, or of the greater mildneſs of their exe- 
cution z.. but we muſt ſay, that the impudence and inſolence 
of Papiſts is ſometimes more than we can well ſubmit to. 
| 8 circumſtance of our not fully under- 
ſtanding the Engliſh: language, we are, notwithſtanding the 
aſſiduous labours of our own ſtated paſtor, deprived of many 
methods of inſtruction which our fellow-citizens enjoy. 
The emiſſaries of Satan, who, like the great adverſary 
himſelf,. go about ſeeking whom they may devour, have not 
failed to take the advantage of this our misfortune. Jefuiti- 
cal prieſts are perpetually attacking us, and eſpecially thoſe 
of us whoſe more imperfect knowledge 22 


ſentiments upon that ſubject. Our particular fituation muſt 
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them .cafier to be perplexed. with cunning and ſophiſtical 
reaſoning. ' * They have, with a cruelty of which Papiſts 
cc only are capable, particularly improven the times of fick- 
2 nals and for leading aſtray our weak and unwary 
& brethren. They hover round our death-beds like birds of 
prey around a carcaſe. Some inſtances might be given, 
cc here dur own paſtor, when adminiſtering the comforts 
of a goſpel faith to members of his dying flock, bath met 
<« with moſt daring oppoſition from a Roman Catholic prieſt, 
« —ſuch abuſive language, and inſolent behaviour, as are ap 
<« inſult on our laws !” if, under all the preſent reſtraints, 
Papiſts, theſe enemies of religion and liberty, are fo audaci- 
ous, we have reafon indeed to be alarmed at their getting 
Wie have only to add, that the report of ſome of this congre- 
gation attending the popiſh worſhip, is totally without foun- 
dation. We abhor Popery. We heartily concur with other 
congregations and ſocieties, in every proper method of op- 
poſition to the propoſed repeal, and to contribute our mite 
towards defraying any expence that may be incurred on this 
occaſion. And we defire this, in our name, to be publiſhed 
in the Edinburgh news-papers. drr ae 


"PORTSBURGH CONVENERY. 


een ee , Poriſburgh, January 19. 1779. 
- . THE Convenery being met, and their meeting duly: con- 
ſtituted, the convener acquainted the members, That the 
occaſion of the preſent meeting was in order to their taking 
under conſideration a t report, That a bill is intend- 
ed to be brought into Parliament for repealing the penal laws 
at preſent ſubſiſting in Scotland againſt Popery, and for 
granting Roman Catholics or Papiſts certain privileges and 
indulgences, which, if paſſed into a law, would be ſubver- 
ſive of our preſent conſtitution, both in church and ſtate; 
which motion being —.— conſidered by the meeting, 
they unanimouſly diſapprove of the intention of bringing in 
ſuch bill into Parliament, and authoriſe their convener to no- 
tity this their diſapprobation af allowing the ſaid bill from 

paſſing into a law. The convener alſo recommended to the 
deacons of the different incorporations that make up the 
convenery, to call meetings of their trades, and give their 
ſentiments upon the foreſaid bill publicly in the news- papers; 
and at the ſame time recommended to them to join with the 
other. incorporations and ſocieties to oppoſe the ſaid bill, by 


* 


4 > 
* DP 


% 
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all loyal and legal meaſures, em th. the mag 


of the barony for their concurrence in ſo doing, 
The meeting grant warrant to, and authoriſe their\clexk 
to publiſh this their at and reſolution by the fums channel. 


EtraBed from the ricordr of ths" convetary,” oy ed 
| 4 _ ALBX- Macpoveat,. c 


T 


iNCOLEORATION or SHOEMAKERS In | 
PORTSBURGH. | 


i fines t Perifourgh, January 1g. 1179. 
IHE inc jon of Shoemakers in Weſter Portiburgh 
of Edinbur urgh ving met, took under conſideration the — 
the united kin P repeal 
— the penal ſtatutes agai — — 
of opinion, much evil —— be the t of any alteration 
in the law; and therefore reſolved, as hearty friends to the 
ſent conſtitution, to concur with the incorporations f 
Edinburgh, and other ſocieties in Scotland, in every meufure 
judged proper for preventing it. They at the ſame time 
agree to contribute CY hat 3 — 
nnn 
r "ator the 2 f the incorporation, by © 
Davin ae om 


NCORPORATION OF TAYLORS. IN vor- 
— W 11 — u n e en Hey; 


" bn 
r 


terre, "January 19 1770. 
y - THE: incorporation of Taylors in Potterrow being met in 
their convening-houſe, and taking into conſideration the 
dangerous equences that muſt enſue,” as well to the civit © 
as religious liberties of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects in Scotland, 
from the repeal of the penal laws againſt Popery in Scot- 
land, if the intended bill ſhould e the ſanction of Par- 
liament, and be carried into a law and conſidering, that when 
the bare ſurmiſe of the ſaid penal ſtatutes being repealed has 
given ſuch encouragement” to the Roman Catholies, as to 
prompt them to erect and adorn places of public vorſhip 
amongſt us, how much more will the repealing of ſueh fta« 
tutes enable them to ſubvert the morals of ws. þ and entice 
them to become proſelytes. Therefore the ſaid incorpora- 
tion are unanimouſly. reſolved to oppoſe ſuch repeal, and to 
Join witk the other incorporations and ſocieties in and about 


Edinburgh, 
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tir pow in uſing all legal and conſtitutional meaſures in 


er, for preventing the ſaid bill paſſing into a law; 
that ſe, to contribute their roportion of the 
ary for carrying pn the oppoſition, and ordain 
theſe ch their — to be inſerted in the news- papers. 


Signed in * and in name of the incorporation, by 


WILLIAM RANKEN, Jun. Hy 


* 


LEITH CONVENERY. 


Ee FE 

| ey Leith, January 19. 1779. 
TEE which day, the convenery being met, conſiſting of 
the repreſentatives from the nine united trades of Leith, — 
convener deſired the ſeveral deacons to communicate the re- 
ſult of their deliberations with their brethren, on the im- 
panes ſubject lately recommended to their conſideration, 
* reported, That they having called meet- 
ings of reſpeQtive communities, and taken into their 
ſerious conſideration the tendency of a bill now propoſed to 


be brought into Parliament, for repealing the penal ſtatutes 


made againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland; they were- all 
unanimouſly of opinion, That ſhould this bill be paſſed into 


2 law, it would pave the way for the eſtabliſhment of Po- 


again in this country; a religion — with tenets 
ſhocking to reaſon, ſubverſive of all good government, and 
diametrically oppoſite to the prineiples of religion: That 
theſe were evils which it was their duty and intereſt to guard 
againſt, not only as men and Chriſtians, but as ſubjects bleſ- 
ſed with the invaluable privileges of civil and religious liber- 
»which Popery ſeetned calculated to -deſtroy ; and that 
they reſolved unanimouſly to concur with the other 
incorporations in Leith; and all other ſocieties and friends to 
the Proteſtant intereſt in this part of the united kingdom, in 


oppoſing, all proper and legal means, the intended repeal 
laws now ſubſiſting in Scotland againſt Papiſts, 


and to contribute their rtion of the expence that may 
be neceſſary for that rk as The meeting, in conformity 


| wes own and their brethrens ſentiments, as expreſſed in 


report, reſolve and enact accordingly ; and — | 
— hereof to * inſerted in the Edinburgh news- 


8 l — — eme. 
— — by 4 
* Wirk. STRACKAN, Chrk. 


5 
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DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS/86/ 36. 
INCORPORATIONS os WRIGHTS au BFRAT 
* enn IN MESSELGUR Goh 


r Muſſelburgh, Jay 194779 
THE iheorporations of Wrights and Sievewrights, 
and Shoemakers, Weavers 1 Seamen, and à Private 85. 
ciety, conſiſting of a hundred and twenty members, — having 
met this day, to conſider the tendeneꝝ of a bill propoſed to 
be brought into Parliament for repealing the penal laws a- 
inſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland; and the meeting 
— ſenſible of the many bad conſequences that neceſſarily 
would reſult from ſuch a repeal, they unanimouſſy reſolved 
to concur with the other incorporations of this burgh, and 


other ſocieties in Scotland, in every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure for preventing aid bil — — ed into a law, 
and to contribute a proportional part — — — bs wel 
ſuch an oppolition may occaſion. * | 


Wright: and Sievewrights, Tab. v Prefes. 71. 


r 


Tayle ars, . | Ton 8 REIp, on ® 
© Shoemakers, wy) A COTT, Peg. 
Weaver:, IO. BROOK, Prefs... 
Seamen, | _ RoptkT CARD, . 
Private Society, - Joux ALLAN, Preſe 50: 


MAGISTRATES AND row o NCI L. en 
beute n ys 4 HE lating 
f 4 how Burntifland, — 10. 2 
THE magiſtrates and town- council conſidering that the 
whole body of the people in this borough and pariſh, amount- 
ing to 1500 and upwards, did meet yeſterday in the kirk of” 
Burntiſland, and unanimouſly reſolved to e the paſſing” 
of a bill, which they hear is intended to be brought e 
Parliament, for repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Roman 
Catholics in Scotland; ag there being juſt now laid before 
them a Minute of the fentimnents and reſolution of the faid 
meeting, by the perſons therein named; the magiſtrates and 
town- council do unanimouſly approve of the ſame, and here- 
by teſtify their averſion to fuch bill, — ey are hope- 
ful, the Legiſlature will ſee the impro —— into 4a 
het And they ordain extracts of n and o we f oreſaid 
minute made by the meeting of pariſhioners, to be tranſmit- 
ted to the Proteſtant Committee of Correſpondence at Edin- 
burgh, — they may W de inſerted in the 
IVY news- 


- 
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| r And the magiſtrates and council alſo agree to 
contribute, with other ſocieties in Scotland, a proportion of 
the expence which may be incurred. in oppoſing ſuch bill in 
Parliament, by all legal and conſtitutional means, and to 
write to James Townſend Ofwald, Eſq; of Dunnikier, their 
vol at preſent member of Parliament for the county of 
Fife, to uſe his beſt intereſt to prevent the repeal of the 
foreſaid penal ſtatutes. 


Joux Moin, Hailie. | 
| Jonx Hor, Dean of Guild. 
Extratted. from the recortls of the borough, by Be 

 Henay WATT, confunt? Clerk. 


© KIRK-SESSION. os AUCHTERMUCHTY.. 


1978 e Auchtermuchty, January 19. 1779. 
IHE kirk-ſeſſion of this pariſh having convened, and the 
meeting being conſtitute by prayer, took into conſideration, 
a report that the penal laws now ſubſiſting againſt Popery 
were ſoon to be abrogated ; and being aware of the inſidious 
nature of that religion, its ſecular magnificence and pomp, 
its earthly original and riſe, its unſupportable pride and in- 
ſatiable avarice, its notorious encroachments on the civil 
power, its curnal and often helliſh policy, and its deteſtable 
blood-thirſtineſs. and cruelty: After conſidering theſe cha- 
ructers of the papal empire, and being juſtly alarmed, leſt the 
young and unthinking in Scotland, ſhould be ſeduced by the 
indefatigable zeal of ly, Jeſuitical prieſts and miſſionaries, 
if ſuch a repeal took place, unanimouſly determined vigor- 
ouſly to oppoſe ſuch an illegal ill- timed ſcheme, by every 
conſtitutional meaſure in their power; and order this their 
determination to be publiſhed in the public news- papers. 


Beach rom the records of tirk-ſeſſion, iy ; 
25 Ot 0606 | WII I. Youxc, Sefen Cle. 


4 .vY 


MAGISTRAT ES AanD COUNSELLORS os 
1 20 AUCHTERMUCHT I. 
| "_ : Auchtermuchty, January 19. 1779. 
4 THE magiſtrates and counſellors of this burgh, being 
| legally convened in a full meeting, they took into conſidera- 
tion the propriety of publiſhing to their Proteſtant brethren, 
| the ſentiments entertained by them with reſpect to the bill 
| | propoſed to be brought into Parliament, for the purpoſe af 


. confirmed by the ons of Union; and furt 
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repealing the Scots laws or ſtatutes, preſently extant againſt 
Popery : A bill, at this juncture, ſo univerſally dreaded in 
Scotland. And ſeveral of the principal acts of Parliament 
enacted for the ſuppreſſion of the Roman Catholic tenets in 
Scotland, being publicly read over to the aid magiſtrates 
and council, and the nature and tendency of the d bill, 
taken in reference to that ſo recently paſſed in England) be- 
ing conſidered and deliberated upon; they, with one voice, 
agreed, That it was their indiſpenſible duty, as well as intereſt, 
for themſelves, and as — the community of this 
burgh, publicly to declare, That they, the magiſtrates and 
council of the burgh of ech y, are firmly of opi- 
nion, that a bill of this nature will be highly prejudicial to + 
the eſtabliſhed religion of this country, and muſtin the event 
tend to undo every thing already done by the Legiflature, for 
preventing the growth of Romiſh ſuperſtition in this part of 
Great Britain, and for ſecuring to the church Scotland, 


its valuable rights and privileges, purchaſed with the blood 
of their forefathers, ſolemnly ſworn to and carefully pro- 


teſted dt the glorious Revolution, and finally ratified and 

— that they 
humbly apprehend, if ſuch bill ſhall paſs into a law, it may 
operate as à breach of the very fundamental and eſſential ar- 
ticle and condition of the ſaid treaty of Union of the two 
kingdoms of England and Scotland, which may God ever 
prevent. Therefore they, the magiſtrates and counſellors 
of this burgh, for themſelves, and as repreſenting the com- 
munity, unanimouſly reſolved and determined, as they here- 
by reſolve and determine, heartily to concur with their Prop 
teſtant brethren, in every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, 
that may be found moſt eligible and pe to be adopted for 
oppoſing the above propoſed bill in Parliament, in all its 
ſteps, ſo as to prevent it being paſſed into a law, and for that 
purpoſe to bear à proportional ſhare of the expence to be laid 
out on that account; and they appoint this minute of council 
to be inſerted in the Edinburgh news- papers: At the ſame time, 
the magiſtrates and counſellors of this . cheerfully em- 
brace this opportunity of teſtifying, their loyalty to his Ma- 


dau, expreſſing their hope that this is only a falſe alarm, 


and truſting that the wiſdom and juſtice of the Legiſlature, 
will, by the direction of the Almighty, be led to ſuch proper 
and conſtitutional meaſures, as may beſt promote the peace 
and unity of theſe kingdoms. b by: 
Subſcribed in name and by appointment of council, by 
WII L. MansnALL and David RIcHARDSox, Hailiet, 
Extracted from the minutes of council, by IauxS BrYCE, - 


o 


” 
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INHABITANTS or NORRIS 


MWorrigſtoum, in the county of Stirling, January 19. 1779- 
IN conſequence of an alarming rumour having ſpread 
through/this neighbourhood, that a bill is prepared and ſoon 
to be brought into Parliament, for the repeal of the penal ſta- 
tutes, there met here a very great number of people, who are 
unanimouſly of opinion, 'T'bat, if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs, it 
will be attended with the moſt melancholy conſequences to 
_ Scotland, Popery having unvariably ſhewn itſelf the ſame 
intolerant wicked thing againſt Proteſtants; having always 
graſped at an unlimited pernicious power, —having been ſo 
often drunk with the blood of the ſaints, --and being a known 
enemy to civil as well as religious liberty; we wonder how 
any in this free ſtate ſhould look with a favourable eye upon 
that which has ſo frequently attacked its deareſt intereſts. 
We even think it inconſiſtent with the principles of the Re- 
volution, which refuſes the government of theſe kingdoms 


to a popiſh, and hade given it to a Proteſtant family, to give 


the ſmalleſt coumtenance to a ſyſtem ſo full of horrid errors, 
impieties, and inhumanities, as that of Popery, —a ſyſtem 
Which, at no greater diſtance of time than ninety years ago, 
convulſed the whole of this united kingdom. This being 
the cafe, we think ourſelves loudly called upon, and confi- 
der it as our indiſpenſible duty, at once to expreſs our utter 
abhorrence of fuch à meaſure, and to make known to all the 
friends of the Proteſtant intereſt, our reſolution to contribute 
whatever is in our power to oppoſe ſuch a bill in all its ſteps. 
And, in order more effectually to ſhew the reality of our 
zeal, in a matter of ſo. great concern, we have this day open- 


ed a ſubſcription, whih ſhall be paid to the Committee of 
Correſpondence at Glaſgow, when they inform us that it is 


neceſſary. ” This deed we have ordered to be printed in the 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow news-papers, and to be ſigned in 
our name, in our prefence, and by our appointment, by 


" JaAuks Laus, Preſes. 


MAGISTRATES, TOWN-COUNCIL, an» 


© INCORPORATIONS or LANERK. 


Lanerk; January 19. 179 


THE magiſtrates, town- council, and incorporations of the 


burgh of Lanerk, taking into their confideration, the dange- 
rous tendency of a bill, expected to be brought into parlia- 
| #242 146 2 en 1 l ep" 44> * * I - 


ment, 


* 
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ment, far Ter againſt Roman . 
Hon! in Sc Fol 
They are unwilling to entertain a doubt of the 
of any meaſure adopted by adminiſtration, nor do they 
to keep under reſtraint, the religious principles of any.of BY 
fellow-creatures, where reaſon could approve of, * ones 
or charity juſtify indulgence- to the other. A 
But apprehenſiye of authoriſing by. law, a a religion replete replets 
with, inſuperable prejudices, permitting the moſt inhuman 
cruelties, and exerciſing the viglation of the moſt ſacred oaths. 
— They cannot but conſider as ſubverſive of the rights and 
privile es enjoyed ſince the Revolution, productive of _ 
{3860 dende ns in the country, and not improbably, at 
ſome future period, . the fene r of | 


: the nation. 


They ever wiſh to judge favourably of the religious pein⸗ 
ciples 65 every Claſs of men, and have charity to believe there 
may be many good men of very different perſuaſions; but 
they cannat be reconciled with the principles, where the 
practice does not correſpond: with humanity. 

They therefore, alarmed with the unpromiſing proſpect, 
have applied to their member in parliament to make every 
reſiſtance, and have \manimouſly reſolved to offer every 1 
and conſtitutional oppoſition in their power, to 
bill paffing into a law, and to concur with the boroughs, 
commas, or other friends or well-wiſhers to the — I 
ant intereſt, in whatever mode of application may be neceſ- 
ſary. For this purpoſe, they have agreed to raiſe a ſubſcrip- 
tion, and are willing to contribute a-proportional ſhare of the 
expence; to prevent an encroachment upon their liberties 
ſacred and civil, diametrically oppoſitgy.to the principles of 
the Proteſtant reformed religion, eſtabliſhed in this country, 
irreconcileable with the civil government, and directly con 
trary to the articles of Union. | 

This reſolution ſigned, by the Provoſt, they have. appoint» 
eee 

| R OBERT BELL. 


'HERITORS,, IND HEADS or FAMILIES. IN 
"THE, W OF. SHOTTS., 


p11 . Shatte, — 19. 1979» 
W. Heritars, Heads of Families, and others, in'the-pariſh- 
of Shots being met, and well informed, that a bill is imme- 


Gately to be —— ——— 
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WOT 9606 Ag e in this part of Great 
mn called Scotland, which we judge, will be very detri- 
tal, both to the civil and religious intereſts of his Majeſty's 
loyal ſubjects : Therefore judge it our duty, heartily to 
2 with — friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, in oppo: 
ang, e legal and conſtitutional mean in our power, 
| K ef fac a bill ; and are willing to contribute for 
Capporting proper counſel for the defence of our privileges. 


©. Signet! in our name, and by our appointment, 
1 JoHN WALKER, Frais 


i} 


NB. We hope that the Chmiaitice of Correllondence 
—— carefully inform the commiſſioners of counties and 
ys and Paſo. tranſmit the ſentiments of fo many thou- 
of the nation (if not already done) to the London Eye- 

ning Poſt, het? it Je e reach the ears of admini- 


e J. W. F. 


r 


socltrr or BREWERS IN GLASGOW. 


| Cute, January 19. 1999. 
- THE preſes, managers and members of the Society of 
tive Brewers in Glaſgow, to the amount of u s of 
hundred, met this day in the Tron-Church, and being con- 
vinced of the expediency of taking — meaſures, in order 
to prevent the ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, now in force in Scot- 
land, from being — 17 did authoriſe and impower the 
preſes, in the name of the members of this ſociety, to concur 
with their fellow- ſocigties, in all legal ſteps and meaſures to 
be taken for preventing the ſaid law from being repealed ; 
and ordain this our ſaid. reſolution to be. publ in the 
Glaſgow news-papers. 
ee 4 minutes of the operative 9 
"i MOSES SOLAT, Prefer, 


* 
1 8 * 1 


HERITORS, AND HEADS OF FAMILIES, IN 
THE FARISY OF POLLOCK. 


Pollock, Jemen 19. 1779. 
THE Heritors and Heads of Families, in the Pariſh of 
Pollock, (late Eaſtwood) being aſſembled, and taking into 
their ſerious conſideration, the general alarm of the country, 
W by the intended. deſign of bringing in 8 bill to 
par- 
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Ceotland z think it their duty to expreſs their 1 


of "wy meaſure, as equally contrary to religion and «i 
They conſider Popery as a ſyſtem» diſhonourable to Ab 
mighty God, by A the principles of his werſhip. 


2s deſtructive to morality, by depriving mankind ofthe mo- 


tives to ſobriety recommended in the goſpel, — and as perni- 
cious to human fociety, by cheriſhing a ery ſpirit of intole- 
rance and perſecution. _ | * 
TI reflect further, That if this bill is extended to this 
part of the united kingdom, it will have a fatal tendency to 
alienate from government, the affections of . thouſands of 
loyal ſubjects; who have uniformly approved themſelves zea- 
lous friends of the Revolution, and the illuſtrious houſe of 
Hanover. * | Pp | 2 
They alſo take this opportunity, to declare, that they do 
not with to ſee any ſeverities exerciſed upon theſe deluded 
people, but that they be allowed to enjoy their former pri- 
vileges, quiet and unmoleſted. . | we 
| The above declaration, is ordered to be publiſhed in the 
news-papers, to expreſs the ſentiments of the whole pariſh; 
and afſure the friends of the Proteſtant intereſt in other 
places, of their hearty concurrence in every prudent and 
conſtitutional meaſure, for the ſupport of our rights as Chri- 
ftians and' Britons. | e eee. X 


KIRK-SESSIONS os HOUSTON, p KILLELLAN. | 


i 61 ba Houſton, January 19. 1779. 
THE Kirk-ſeffion of the united payiſhes of Houſton, 
Killellan, being met and conſtitute; and taking into the 
moſt ſerious confideration, a prevailing report, that a bill is 
intended. to be brought into parliament, for repealing. the 
penal ſtatutes againſt Popery in Scotland: They take this 
method of teſtifying publickly their diſapprobation of the 
ſame; as a ſcheme, which they judge highly dangerous to 
the intereſts of the Proteſtant religion, and to our happy con- 
ſtitution in church and ſtate ; directly contrary to the Claim 
of Right, and the articles of Union; tending to ſubvert, 
both the civil and religious liberty of the people of this coun- 
try; and to alienate their affections from the preſent, govern- 
ment, to which they have been hitherto moſt-zealoutly..and 
firmly attached; and in ſupport of which many of them have 
thed their blood: Beſides many other pernicious - conſe- 


- 
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£5, that may reſult from ſuch @ repeal and tolerution of 
ed 


„Which cannot yet be foreſeen. - And the ſeflion do 

declare to the World, that ſuch are alſo the utiank 

mous ſentiments of the whole body of the people under their 

ion; and their readineſs to Join with, other pariſhes, 

ſoetetics, in contributing their proportion of money, in 

a—_—_ the expence, that may be found neceflary, in op- 
poſing fad bill, by all kyyful and conſtitutional means. 
Signed by appointment and in preſence of the ſeſſion, by 
©. JOUN'MONTEATH, Moderator. 

Ei | | 


Tas RELIEF SOCIETY W IRVINE. | 


| ; - Jroine, January 19. 1779. 
 ARESPECTAPEE number of the inhabitants of the borough 
of Irvine, and the pariſhes adjacent, belonging to the R 
ery, taking into their ſerious conſideration, the alarmin 
poſal of repealing the penal ſtatute laws in Scotland 7 
Popery, are utianimouſly perſuaded, that ſuch a plan, if car- 
into execution, would be deſtructive to the moſt invalu- 
rights and privileges of the Scots nation, both civil and 
religious. Animated by the truly patriotic example of the 
friends of the Proteſtant intereſt, of the Revolution ſettle- 
ment, and the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, they think them- 
ſelves” obliged in conſcience, to concur with them in eve 
legal and conſtitutional method, to oppoſe the intended bill, 
for the repeal of ſaid penal ſtatute laws. Though they per- 
— abhor the lawleſs depredations of bigotry and a per- 
ſecuting ſpirit for conſcience ſake; yet conſidering the genius 
and native tendency M the Roman Catholic religion, they 
cannot help looking upon it with a ſuſpicious eye; and they 
are of opinion, that every genuine Chriſtian, and every friend 
to the common rights of mankind, ought to emulate one a- 
nother in ſtemming the rapid progreſs of poly in our na- 


tive elime. As its principles are downrightly repugnant to 
the moſt important doctrines of pure and undefiled religion, 
and calculated to unhinge and break the bonds of civil ſociety. 
WMe are told that the modern Papiſts, poliſhed and 

refined in the ſchools of philoſophy, loudly condemn the 
barbarities of their phrenſical anceſtors, and are grown fo 
moderate, that they are now = tame and innocent 

creatures. Our buſineſs is not with Papiſts, but Popery ; 
Befides we are ſuſpicious, that a Roman Catholic muſt be a 
hypocrite to Rome, if a genuine friend to a Proteſtant, A 
r „ TNT * Waren lion 
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lion in fetters retains his ravenous nature, and if once allowed 
to range, will give ample proofs, that he ſtill thirſts aftee 
blood. In ſhort, it is our opinion, that Papiſts are enemies 
to Britain, to liberty, and to truth; and that —_— their 
principles declare open war againſt the ſoundeſt reafoning and 
common ſenſe, as well as the fineſt, and moſt delicate feel- 
ings of the human foul : Silence and inactivity alone, in the 
preſent critical juncture, are criminal, and totally inconſiſtent 
with a firm and ſteady attachment to his Majeſty's perſon 
and government, and our rights civil and religious. And 
the Society appointed theſe their ſentiments to be publiſhed 
in the Edinburgh Mercury, and Glaſgow Journal. 
| 4 TrHomas Francts, Preſer. 


SOCIETY. os JOURNEYMEN SHOEMAKER 
| in KILMARNOCK. TP 


| Kilmarnock, January 19. 1770. 
WHICH day and place, the ſociety of Journeymen Shoe- 
makers, in the town of Kilmarnock, confiſting of about 466 
members, being con'zened z and having taken into their con- 
ſideration the report which is gone abroad, that a bill is 
to be brought into this preſent parliament, for repealing the 
penal ſtatutes, made againſt Popery at the glorious Revolu- 
tion, and afterwards ratified and confirmed, as one of the 
effential articles of the Union between theſe two kingdonis. 
They are unanimouſly of opinion, that it is their bounden 
2 from the regard they have to God, to their King, to 
their religion and liberties, to join with their Proteſtant bre- 
thren of other ſocieties, in every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure, for oppoſing ſuch a repeal. 7H 
The members of this ſociety deteſt mode of perſocu- 
tion, for matters of mere opinion, provided, theſe opinions 
are not inconſiſtent. with, or deſtructive to the peuce and 
ſafety of civil ſociety; and ebuld they be perfuaded, that 
Papiſts can poſſibly, in a conſiſtency with their a- 
vowed principles, be peaceable and loyal members of ſociety 
in à Proteſtant country, wy would be the very laſt that 
ſhould appear againſt a repeal of the penal laws. But eaſier 
can they balieve the abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantia tion, 
than that a Roman Catholic, while he vetains his creed, and 
is bound by his religion to keep no faith with Proteſtants, 
whom he tiles heretics, can be a true friend either to the 
n — — AN 
. | — 
mi 
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miſes and pretences of the profeſſors of ſuch a religion? How 
eaſily can a Papiſt obtain an indulgence from the to 
commit the moſt atrocious crimes, even though it ſhould 
be to bathe his ſword in the blood of a Proteſtant, provided 
it has a tendency to promote the intereſt of the ſee of Rome. 
Who can read the hiſtory of the dreadful maſſacre at Paris, 
the ſhocking barbarities committed, by the ſons of perſecu- 
tion, in Ireland, and elſewhere, without horror ? Can any one 
who is not altogether deſtitute of the fear of God, and care- 
leſs for the intereſts of that religion, which our forefathers 
handed down to us by much blood and treaſure, help ſhrink- 
ing at the thoughts of having theſe trafficking prieſts and Je- 
ſuits tolerated in this country, after having been already juſtly 
expelled out of popiſh countries, as peſts of civil ſociety. 

Should theſe Jeſuits be allowed, under the protection of 
law, to erect ſchook, and ſeminaries, for the inſtruction of 
youth, in a Preſbyterian land.; can any one imagine that 
theſe ſubtle ſons of deluſion will- endeavour to imbibe Pro- 
teſtant principles into the minds of their pupils? No; on the 
contrary, will they not, if they act in a conſiſtency with them- 
ſelves, do all in their power, to train them up in their own 
_ pernicious opinions, and if poſſible make them tenfold worſe 
than themſelves ;- and their endeavours by little and little to 
undermine, and overturn that holy religion, and beautiful 
Preſbyterian plan of government and. diſcipline, which this 
nation ſolemnly adopted, and became bound to adhere unto 
by oath to the moſt high God; which religion, this ſociety 
ook upon themſelves bound, by the command of God, to 
hand down. pure and entire to the ſucceeding generation. 
For the which cauſes, they agree to join with the ſocieties 
in Glaſgow, in nn meaſure, for oppoſing, 
| ſuch a bill paſſing in Parliament, and ſhall contribute their 
proportion for defraying any charges, that may be incurred 
in employing counſel, Sc. and for that purpoſe have opened 
2 ſubſcxiption. And they further agree, that a copy of this 
be ſent to the 1 of Correſpondence at Glaſgow, and 
be publiſhed in the news- papers there, by their appointment. 
Vans PETS 1 in name of the ſociet , 

„ ALELANDBR PATRIOKy Prefer. 


KIRK-SESSION. AND- HEADS: 0k FAMILIES on 
n aks er INVERKIP: | © | 


* — 834 1 | 
| ele, January 10. 1779. 
8 "WE; the ede the kirk-ſeſfon, and heads of ſami- 
les of the parith of Inner Ep, 6 the 


general 


7 
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general alarm, which is ſpread over the whole country, that 
there is an intention of bringing a bill into Parliament, for 
repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt the profeſſion of the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, in this part of the united kingdom; 
Judge ourſelves called upon, by our duty to God, our King, 
our country, and our poſterity, to declare, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, our diſapprobation of this meaſure; and though, we 
ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſee any violence offered to the 
conſciences of men, who happen to differ from us in their 
religious opinions, and worſhip God in their own way, with- 
out giving any public offence ;z yet, we can never approve of 
granting an unlimited toteration, for the open profeſſion of 
a religion, which has always been an implacable enemy to 
the civil and religious liberties of mankind. Much leſs 
we approve of authorizing men, whoſe avowed princi es 
are," in many reſpects, ſubverſive of all moral obligations, 
and of the moſt dangerous tendency to the peace and good 
order of ſociety, to become the teachers and inſtructors of 
our youth, and thereby put it in the power of artful and de- 
ſigning men, to propagate their abſurd, and erroneous opi- 
nions, and to make converts to a religious ſyſtem, no leſs 
repugnant to reaſon and common ſenſe, than it is oppoſite to 
the pure and uncorrupted ſimplicity of the. goſp el. 
If che wiſdom of our Legiſlature ſhould judge it expedient, 
to relax Roman Catholics from ſome ſeverities in the law af- 
feCting their civil property, and the ſucceſſion to their eſtates, 
we ſhould be the laſt to complain of this indulgence, though 
we apprehend they have no great cauſe of. diſcontentment 
even on this account; but to put them on a level with Pro- 
teſtant ſubjects, as to the public exerciſe of their idolatrous 
and ſuperſtitious worſhip; nay, to entruſt them with the 
education of our children, whoſe tenfler minds are incapable 
of diſtinguiſhing betwixt truth and falſhood, this, we are 
humbly of opinion, might be very hurtful to the Proteſtant 
intereft in this church, and the occaſion of alienating the 
affections of a loyal people from the beſt of kings, and the 
beſt of governments. Nor do we think any oath that can 
be impoſed upon ſuch as acknowledge the ſupreme juriſdiction 
of a foreign power, ſuch as the Roman Pontiff, will be ſaf- 
ficient to prevent the dangerous eonſequences of an unlimited 
toleration, or an effectual ſecurity for their loyalty to their 
lawful Sovereign. : | | 
For theſe reaſons, we cannot think of this bill's being paſ- 
 &&d into a law, without dreading the conſequences ; but if it 
is attempted, we are moſt willing to concur with other Pro- 
-Mſtant ſocieties, in giving it all the oppoſition in our power, 


: 
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in a legal and conſtitutional way y and to contribute our 
ortion of expences to ſo valuable a purpoſe; and theſe our 
timents we deſire may be publiſhed in the Glaſgow and 
Edinburgh news-papers. | ao { 
This in name, and by the appointment of a very reſpecl- 
able meeting of the inhabitants of this pariſh, is ſigned by 


ALEXANDER Scorr. 


MERCHANTS or INVERNESS. 


My Inverneſs, January 19. 1779. 

AT a general meeting of the merchants of this place, held 
in the Guildrychallz the dean of guild recommended to 
their conſideration, the general alarm that has ſpread of a 
repeal of the penal laws againſt Popery being intended to take 
place in this part of the united kingdom; they are unani- 
mouſly of opinion, That ſuch a meaſure would be attended 
with conſequences very prejudicial to this country z and, 
therefore, reſolve to 7 the ſame, by every conſtitutional 
mean in their power: And they appoint this reſolution to be 
ſigned by their dean, and inſerted in the Edinburgh papers, 

and in the London Chronicle. 5 

WritLiam MacinTtosn, D. G. 


INCORPORATE TRADES or INVERNESS. 


| | Inverneſs, January 20. 1779. 

THE . trades of the burgh of Inyerneſs, taking 

under their ſerious conſideration the dangerous tendency 
which would ariſe both to the religion and liberty of Scot- 
land, by a repeal, or alteration of the laws made againſt 
Popery, have unanimouſly reſolved, by every legal and con- 
ſtitutional meaſure, to aid and concur with other corpora- 
tions and ſocieties in Scotland, in oppoſing any bill which 
may be brought into Parliament for repealing or altering 
thoſe ſalutary laws. And appoint this their reſolution to be 

| Inſerted in the Edinburgh news- papers,. by 


FARMERS m MID-LOTHIAN. 


Edinburgh, January 20. 1779. 
A NUMBER of Farmers and others in the county of Mid- 
* Lothian met here this day, to conſider of the bill 
to be brought into Parliament — 
e | ently 


Fently in forte in this country 
unanimouſly of opinion, That if ſuch repeal ſhould take 
it would have the moſt dangerous tendency to ſubvert bur 
happy conſtitution civil and religious and give ſuch influence 
to Papiſts as is incompatible with the ſecurity of a Proteſtant 
ſtate: They therefore reſolved to take every legal and vonſti- 
tutional method of making the moſt vigorous oppoſition tb 
ſuch repeal z and, for this purpoſe, ordered petitions to both 
Houſes of Parliament to be prepared in their name, e 

to be heard by counſel againſt any bill to that effect, when 
it hall be brought in. It is not doubted, that, in theſe ap- 
plications, they will be joined by the whole of their brethren 
in this county; and, in order that they may have an oppor- 
tunity to give their concurrence in this oppoſition, a 


meeting was — to be held on Wedneſday next, the 


27th current, from twelve o'clock mid-day to three o'clock af- 
ternoon, in Mary's Chapgl, Niddry's wynd, Edinburgh, when 
the petitions to Parliament will be ready for ſubſcription by 
all who chuſe to attend. + 45 
The petitions will then be ſent to the — 1 — for 
ſubſcription, Dalkeith, in the houſe of Mrs. Johnſton vint- 
ner, on Thurſday the 28th current, from eleven o'clock fore- 
noon to three o'clock afternoon. Ratho, in the houſe bf 
William Binney innkeeper, on Friday the * — current, 
from eleven o'clock forenoon to three o'clock afternoon. 
Pennycuick, in the houſe of John Hall vintner, on Satur- 
day the zoth current, at the ſame hours; and at Stow, on 
Monday the firſt day of February, from twelve o'clock to 
three o'clock aſternoon. The meeting appointed three of 


their number, with their clerk, to attend at theſe ſeveral 


places, on the different days. + 


EIGHTY-THREE SOCIETIES 18 GLASGOW. | 


Glaſgow, January 20. 1779. 

THE undermentioned Societies having met, each by it- 

ſelf, and taken into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the 

{al for repealing the penal laws againſt Papiſts in Scot- 

and, which has occaſioned ſo much uneaſineſs, and — 
ſuch a general alarm to his Majeſty's moſt dutiful fu 

in this country ; and, being unanimouſly of opinion, that 


they are called upon, by their loyalty to their king, by their 


zeal for the intereſts of religion, by their regard to the ſe- 
curity, peace and welfare of ſociety, to do every _ 
their power, to prevent the ſucceſs of any propefal ſo likely 
2 | to 
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| to produce the moſt ruinous 8 beſt inte- 
reſts of Scotland. 

Feeling the moſt - ardent deſires for the proſperi of: the 
Proteſtant religion, for the honour and equity Majeſty's 
reign, they with to tranſmit to poſterity, thoſe — | 

which were purchaſed with the blood, and ſecured 
ths wiſdom of our anceſtors. — 

— thoſe views, each of the followin mg. Societies, au- 
| thoriſed their preſes, to met with the preſeſes of the other 
ſocieties; and jointly to take ſuch meaſures as might be 
thought 1 prudent and effectual in the preſent very dan- 
9 
I he preſeſes being aſſembled for this purpoſe, they had laid 

before them, ſubſcriptions to the amount of ſome hundred 
rere for oppoſing any bill that may be brought into par- 
| t, for repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in 
Scotland; but in hopes of preventing the appearance of any 
ſuch bill, this meeting have thought proper to give this ſe- 
cond information of their ſentiments to all concerned, and to 
Join with the reſt of their countrymen, in this public decla- 
ration of them, which they order to be atteſted, by printing 
the name of each Preſes, and the name of the Societies which 
he repreſents: | 


PRESESES. SOCIETIES. 
John 1 * 65 Stirlingſhire. — 
John Crie, | ourneymen fo 
$79 John Bell, | D 2 ö 
John Ronald, Chairmen. 
Andrew Miller, Town-Officers. | 
Alexander Buchanan, ur Wrights. 
William Gourlie, oth Wot 
John Wardrop, © Porters. 
David Wilſon, Horſe Setters. p 
John Buchanan, Tanners. 
John M*Millan, © St. Criſpians. 
William Baird, Widows. 
Walter Wright, Curriers. 
; Marſhall, Perthſhire. 
James Stewart, = Hammermen, Calton. 5 
John Or le 
William Paterſon, men 1. 
John Goldie, | 2 225 
—— —— | — - — * 
Pougald., id Men, Widows Orphans. 
| John Ni. Adam Ballantine. a 
John Anderſon, Lanarkſhire. l 
7 8 John 
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PRESESES. 


| John Taſſie, 
John Logan, 


1 —— 


Chriſtopher Beck, 


Archibald M*Gowan,. 


James Ure, 
Alexander Paterſon, 
Malcolm Knox, 
David Reſton, 
John Ure, "4 
ohn Fulton. 
Archibald Gardner, 
Thomas Thomſon, 
William Givan, 
Daniel M Laren, 
Peter Thomſon; . 
John Dowie, 
William M*Kinlay, 
John M#arlane,. , 
William Miller, 
George Boyd, | 
George Buchanan, 
Peter Givan, -- 
| - mes Brownlie, 
hilton Coventry, 
- John Leechman, 
— Walker, 
William Menzies, 
William Innes, 
John Craig, 
James Paterſon, 
James Reid, 
Alexander Currie, 
ohn Cochran, 
; — Whyte, 
-- Robert Crai 


'> Are ee 


* Robert Freebairn, 
Robert Logie, 


Malcolm . Gilera, | 


Hugh Grindlay, 

Y Hamilton, 
William Hunter, 
John Menzies, 


3 


* 15 


5 


4 


+. Univerſal. 
rg ire. 


SOCIETIES.! / 14 


' 
* T *; of - 
Brida egate. ene 
Old Green. | IRI o 


St. Mungo r.. D 
N n Ace 1312] 
King's Freemen. rr 


Coufeeder . 0 
Late Defender. 
e n. pint 

arlane c. | Lune 


Pattern. * 7 N 
Glaſgow Royal. . 


| Brucklayers. Foro; x 1 


Ola Sichagmabers _ 
N Coopers. 


een 


Bells W; 

Ander 

The Lothians. | © 
"Ropemakers, © 
Fourneymen Hammerman 
Bute. * 4 $467 "FE 2-4 
Old Sawyers. OXY 
Young Sawyers. 
Old Fourneymen Wrights. © 
Od Foutneym. Weavers Gorbals 


Young Four. regs Gordots. 
Freeborn, Gorbals. ' 7 1245 
Gorbal Shepherds, 4 
| —— Zudrick. 
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 _PRESESES  S$SOCHFEPFFIES © 
— Finlay, + Incle eee e T not 
obert Dunlop, Seen wWmen akers. kr ge fr 
John Allan. — Wenvers, Calon. 
John M Farlane, New Ropema beg. 
John Scott, Fraun. iin 
ohn (11) Corters. 25155 evra} 
Adam Gardner, - | Of the Protecting Seviety.” © '\ 
Peter Smith, © Gf th Antiquity Society. © * 
ames Or eck ñ nH Of the Stable Grem 
obert Drummond. Webfield Societ m. 
William Smith, Baolbinders. b 
Joſhua Campbell,  ' Miaſiciann. 
William Lindſay, Journeyman Maſons.  ' 
ames Muir, © © + Gorbal Weavers. © 
Moſes M*Lea, - - Sur Brewers. oft 15 ad 
William Waddel, - Tobacconiſts. | 
N. B. The above meeting repreſents more than 12,000 
of his Majeſty's. Proteſtant ſubye&s. Subs. 


SOCIETY os JOURNEYMEN BAKERS N 


; „„ e 
Glaſgow, January. 20. 1779. 
THE Society of Journeymen Bakers in Glaſgow, being 


met, within the Grammar-{chool, and heing convinced! of 
proper meaſures, in order to pre- 


the expediency of t 
vent the immediate of bringing, in à bill to parlia- 
ment, ſor repealing the penal laws againſt Popery in Scotland, 
think it their duty to expreſs their diſapprobatien of theſe 
meaſures, as equally contrary to religion, and found policy. 


Popery is, in its very nature, deſtructive of the beſt intereſts 


of mankind ;, its principles and tenets are in many inſtances 
directly contrarꝝ to the important doctrines of our holy reli- 
gion; and its ſyſtem of morals, ſubverſive of the foundation 
of all civil ſociety. Nor can this deſign, if carried into exe- 
cution, fail to alienate from government the affeciions of 
many loyal ſubjects, who have always approved themſelves 
zealous friends. of the Revolution ſettlement, and of the iltuſ- 
trious houſe of Hanover. And further, that the propoſed 
repeal appears to be unjuſt in itſelf, as calculated to deprive 
both the nation, and church of Scotland of privileges, dearly 
purchaſed by our anceſtors, and unalterably ſecured to ua by 
the Claim of Right and articles of Union, ſo ſolemnly fworn 
£0 | to, 


: 
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HM ratified betwixt the two nations, in the reign dae 
Anne, 170). 3 
And weauthoriſe, and-impower. the preſes, in n che — 
the managers of this ſociety, to concur with their tcllow-ci- 
tiaens, and friendly ſocieties for the Proteſtant intereſt; in 
all legal ſteps and meaſnres to be taken for preventing the 
ſaicl laws from being repealed : And ordain — reſolution 
to be puhliſhed in the Glaſgow news-papers. - 8 
r 5 2 
| WIrIIau BUCHanaN, Ch 


MAGISTRATES AND- TOWN-COUNGIL. « or An. 
f ae FE 
. January 20. 1779. 
THE Magiſtrates and. Town-council, having this day, 
and formerly, taken to their ſerious conſideration, the gene- 
ral alarm which prevails ; all over. Scotland. That a bill is pro- 
2 6 to be brought into Parliament, for repealing the penal 
vs againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, are unanimouſly 
of opinion, that ſuch a meaſure would be attended with ma- 
ny bad and unhappy conſequences to this country: Hare 
therefore reſolved, to oppoſe it, by all lawful means, and to 
join with the other towns and ſocieties, friends to the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, by contributing a ſhare of the neceſſary ex- 
pences, preſenting petitions to parliament, or what ſhall after- 
wards appear proper to be done; and they are encouraged in 
this their unanimous reſolution, by the report made this day 
by the deacon-conveener, from all the incorporations of this 
borou gh, That they are unanimoufly of the ſame opinion, 
and theis reſolutions, the fame with what is above mention- 
ed, which is likewiſe the declared opimon of the members 
of the kirk-ſeflion.; and ordain the Clerk to ſend copies of 
this 9 ee by him, to be inſert i in the Edinburgh 


8 
— Fancv3ON. 
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dels TRA Tg anD TOWN-COUNCLL. or 
IVI N E. i 


re January 20. 1779. 
THE Magiſtrates - Council conveened, taking into 
their conſideration, That n alarm is at preſent raiſed of an 
ind, to bring a bill into parliament, for xepealing, the 
penal, ſtatutes againſt 3 Have my if 


7 


v8 DECLARATIONS; RESOLUTIONS, 6. 


the tendency: of the fuid bill, when it appears, ſhall be=ts 

allow Papiſts the free exerciſe of their religion — of propogat- 

ing their faith in an avowed manner in colleges and ſchodls 

to ſet up their worſhip in public chapels, and to qualify 
them for offices prohibited by the law as it ſtands; they 

will jain the other ſocieties and corporations who have agreed 

to oppoſe the fame: And are of opinion, that conſtdering the 
mildneſs with which Papiſts have ſo long been treated in this 
kingdom, by the penal laws not being ſtrictly executed a- 
gainſt them, and. adminiſtration ſeemingly not diſpoſed to be 

yet more rigorous, while they remain peaceable ſubjects, it 

0 would be prudent to make no innovation, or alteration of 
theſe laus at the preſent juncture; and: appoint copies of 

this Reſolution to be tranſmitted to the Earl of Eglintoune 
their Provoſt, and to the member of parliament: for the 

2 ö ö JaMEs INNES, J. P. C. 
Extracted from the Council records, by ** 
Ax rH. MacnaRG, Clerk. 


MAGISTRATES, any» COUNCEL, Sc. on 
| Sr. ANDREWS: 7 

f 3 St. Andrews, Fannary 20. 1779. 
THE Provoſt, Magiſtrates,. Guild. Council, Conveener, 
and: Deacons of Trades of the ſaid city, this day conveened 
in council, being apprehenſive; that a bill may be offered to- 
parliament, for granting. to Papiſts and Jeſuits in Scotland, 
certain indulgences ſimilar to what are allowed them in Eng- 
land by a late act of parliament; did take this into their ſeri- 
ous conſideration, and were unanimouſly of opinion, that a 
repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt perſons profeſſing the Ro- 
man Catholics religion, would be very hurtful to the intereſt 
of the church and ſtate z wherefore, they reſolved, to oppoſe 
the ſaid repeal by every conſtitutional means, and to inſtruct 
their repreſentative in parliament accordingly ; and'this Re- 
ſolution is appointed to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh news- 


papers. 
| ExtraRed from the minutes of the Council, by 


Ennis. Abausox, Clerk. 
| MAGI- 


\ 
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MAGISTRATES MD TOWN-COUNCIL a 


.. MONTROSE. +. 


| : © Montroſe, January 20. 1779. 

THE magiſtrates and town- council of Montroſe, conſider”. 
ing that much clamour, and many groundleſs apprehenſions 
have been raiſed in the minds af the people in different parts 
of Scotland, from the indulgence granted to the Roman Ca- 
tholics in England, by a late act of the Legiſlature; which 
apprehenſions have induced ſeveral facieties in Scotland to 
intimate publicly their reſolution of oppoſing ſuch indul- 
gence, in caſe it ſhould be extended to Scotland, are un- 
animouſſy of opinion, That, they have no certain evidence 
of any ſuch act intended to be brought into Parliament or 
the aforeſaid purpoſe; and although they had ſuch evidence, 
that yet as they are ignorant of the preciſe contents of ſuch 
intended act, they therefore do not think it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary at preſent to apply to the Legiſlature in regard to mea- 
ſures, the future exiſtence of which is fo uncertain. On this 
occaſion, however, the council think it their duty to declare, 
that they reprobate the errors, ſuperſtitions, and groſs ab- 
ſurdities of the Roman Catholics, which are properly xeligi- 
ous; and more particularly ſo, a number of political princi- 
ples, adjoined to the religious, affirmed by ſome with great 
confidence, and perhaps with as little charity and truth, to 
be held by every private individual Roman Catholic, as well 
as by the pope and clergy of the Romiſh communion, and 
at preſent as uniyerfally as in ancient times. But although 
they do thus reprobate both the religious and political prinz 
ciples of the Roman Catholics, yet they do not think that 
they, or any human power, have any authority to fetter the 
mind, or over-awe the conſcience, in regard to principles 
purely religious. This is as contrary to right reaſon and 
common humanity, as to the ſpiritual, impartial, and bene- 
volent doctrines of the goſpel. The divine Author of Chri- 
ſtianity declares, ** That his religion and kingdom are not 
of this world:“ But they are of this world, if they mutt 
be ſupported by the ſame means as that of Mahomet, or, 
what is equivalent to it, penal ſtatutes. 'The religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt teaches us, To do to others as we would with 
they ſhould do to us, —not to render evil for evil, nor rail- 
ing for railing, —to bleſs, and not to curſe,—to bleſs even 
thoſe that curſe us and deſpitefully uſe us z—and, in a word, 
in what regards conſcience, to call no man upon earth our 


maſter. Reaſon, therefore, humanity, and as 
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call upon the council to teſtify their diſupprobation of in- 


tolerance in matters of conſcience, and principles purely re- 
ligious. In regard to the political tenets held in ancient 
times by the pope and ſome of the Romiſh clergy, and, 
perhaps, by ſome of them ſtill, and which certainly are of 
dangerous conſequence to the happinefs and ſafety of fociety, 
the council are of opinion, That the Legiflature have, in a 
Treat meaſure, guarded againſt the evils that might ariſe 
om them, by the regulations expreſſed in the late act re- 
ſpecting the Roman Catholics in England; and this a 


evident from the unanimity with which it paſfed both Houſes 


of Parliament, and from the general ſatisfaction it has fince 


given in that kingdom. And they entertain the hope, that, 
if the Legiſlature ſnhould extend the indulgence to the Roman 


Catholics in Scotland, that they will fecure the ſafety of the 
ſtate effectually, and particularly will reſtrain Jeſuits and po- 


piſh prieſts from erecting and teaching public ſchools; and, | 


if any ſuch bill is brought into Parliament, granting liberty 
to Jeſuits, popiſh prieſts, or any other perſons profeffing the 
Romifh religion, to open public ſchools for the inſtruction 
and education of youth, the council declare, That they will 
exert their utmoſt endeavours, in every conſtitutional way, 
becoming dutiful and free-born fubjects, to prevent indul- 
gence in this reſpect from being carried” into execution. 
Eutracted from the records of the town=council, by \ 
Cond ant Tuouas STEWART, Cle. 


©UILDRY INCORPORATION of PERTH. 


| G44, e 22 Perth, January 20. 1779. 
A Perth, and within the Guild-hall there, in a general 
meeting of the Guildry Incorporation of ſaid burgh. The 
meeting being well informed, that a bill is now prepared and 
intended to be ſoon brought into Parliament for repealing the 
penal ſtatutes preſently in force within Scotland againſt Ro- 
man Catholics, and having maturely and deliberately conſi- 
dered the nature of the ſaid bill, and the conſequences which 
they apprehend muſt unavoidably enfue, ſhould the fame 
paſs into a law, they are unanimouſly of opinion, that fuch 
à repeal would prove extremely fatal, and be attended with 
the moſt dangerous conſequences to this kingdom in its con- 
ſtitution both as to church and ſtate; and therefore reſolve 
to exert their utmoſt endeavours, by every legal and conſti- 
tutional mean in their power, to oppoſe the ſaid bill (if pre- 

ſented to Parliament) paſſing into a law; and for this \ 


-—— , 


4 


F 


nor our fathers could bear. 
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recommended to impower the dean of guild 
— caſe the ſaid bill is brought in) to petition pt ok 
Emap — — acer, 
paſſing neceſſary to em c 
2 bond upon it; and for defraying the 


e of ſuch. application, the meeting .refolve to. open 2 
eolunl tary Yobſeripeion amongſt the members of this incor po- 


ration, — for that end appoint the clerk. to make out ſub- 


— an papers to lie ready in his office to receive the ſub- 
he members, rd the ſaid ſubſcriptions to begin 

— and to continue til} the fifteenth of 

next, when the fame ſhall be cloſed; and impower the 

to collect the ſums ſubſcribed, in cafe: the foreſaid application 

ſhall be made; — — Dog. 

in 4 the A —— 4 ini 1.18: a 


12941 THOMAS MARSHALL, ou of Guild. 


0 
n 


IVE INCORPORATIONS or TRADESMAN 
IN, INVERKEITHIVNG.” "2 0G" 


1 


OO Inverkeithing, PO 20. a- 


WI, the Five Incorparations of Tradeſmen in the 1 
of Inverkeithing, having met, in conſequence of a prevail- 
ing report of an intended repeal of the laws againſt 
Papiſts in Scotland, and- as we 0 theſe laws as our 
chief defence againſt the growth of v, and a repeal of 
them. would be attended with the moſt pernicious conſe- 
quences, and endanger our preſent happy conſtitution: 
Therefore, as friends to civil and religious liberty, to the 
principles of the Revolution, and to the Proteſtant — 
in the houſe of Hanover, and as loyal ſubjects of his preſent 
Majeſty King Ge ox6s III. unanimouſly reſolve; to oppoſe 


«7 


any bill, r d eg into parliament, for the ſaid 
repeal: And we cannot forbear to expreſs our concern, that: 


propofaF ſhould be made, to — the ſaid repeal to 
this united kingdom, as Popery i is particularly offentive and 
odious to the Prefbyterians, and a burden which neither we 


and fink efenc 


We obſerve with pleaſure, the 


Proteſtant brethren in different parts of e 
te = repeal, and heartily concur with them in 
the 


e, by all legal and conſtieutional means, and 


y contribute our mite for detraying * 1 of 
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ſuch oppoſition appointed Wine, be 
— — news * | a 
MR by appointment of the Nee mene; 5 


—— "a | - "WILLIAM Daune, 8 


mech reg gien, or CORDNERS' * 
* * n rr. an dar N 


2 Re army SON — 
ncorporation in Potterrow, havi 
this day met, in order to take under conſideration, the my : 
dency of a bill propoſed to be ht into parliament, for 
— ot 6 in Scotland againſt 
1 whoſe known principles are deſtructive to the — 
ys your: religious rights of mankind; and conſidering theſe 
nal laws, are the ſtrongeſt barrier againſt the growth of Bo. 
pery and ſuperſtition: They unanimouſly came to a reſolution, 
to concur with the other incorporations in and about the 


43 


city of Edinburgh, in oppoſing. the ſaid bill's paſſing into a 


law, by every legal ard conſtitutional mgthod 3 and appoint 
this, to be na in the Edinburgh news-papers. ci 
. from the e of ſaid incorporation, ly 
—— AND. P1TCAIRN, Clerk 
HERITORS, ELDERS, a INHABITANTS or 
EP * I a „ 


Fugen, January 20. 7 
WE = erin, Elders, and other inhabitants of the 


pariſh of Ki met hexe this day, taking into their moſt 


conſi — the alarming propoſal of extending 
the repeal of the penal laws againſt Popery in Scotland, and 
the current report, that a bill is to be brought immediatel 
into parliament, for this purpoſe, are filled with the mo 
diſtreſſing apprehenſions of the miſerable conſequences that, 
may ariſe from granting a legal toleration to the public ex- 
2 of the Popich; religion, and allowing Papiſts to take the 
e of the education of youth in this country. We are 
perſuaded; That the Popiſh religion is not only con- 
tradictory to the pure and heavenly doctrines delivered in 
fcripture, but alſo in its perſecutin principles ſubverſive of 
the natural rights of mankind, . its genuine tendency 


deſtructive of that happy conſtitution, and precious — ry 


which we now enjoy in this Kingdom; ** 


civil and religious advantages, and a ne 
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is entirely inconſiſtent re of 1e 

by which the preſent royal family poſſeſs the throne; and 
preſent free government is eſtablithed ; and alſo a manifeſt 
infringement of one of the principal ſtipulations of the Union, 
by which our church was ſerured of all its rights and privi- 
leges. And further, That the penal ſtatutes are founded-in 
ſelf-defence, abſolutely requiſite for the ation of our 
barrier againſt 
all the impious arts of Jeſuits, and the baneful influence of 
the ſee of Rome. For theſe reaſons, while we declare that 
we are animated with loyalty to our King, and à warm at- 
tachment to our preſent form of government, we conſider 
ourſelves bound by gratitude to God for the many privileges 
we now poſſeſs, and the regard which we owe to the ſouls 
of mankind, and the peace and happineſs of poſterity, to 
expreſs our averſion at the ſaid intended repeal, in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner, and to give all the eneouragement and affiſtance 
in our power to all other ſocieties who ſhall unite to 

in a legal manner, any bill that may be introduced to parlia- 
ment for ſuch purpoſe. In teſtimony whereof we give our 
hearty concurrence to the above, and appoint the ſame to 
be ſubſcribed in our name by our preſes, and publiſhed in 
the news-papers. | A 


| wit : : 4 
WILLIAM Leckis, Prefer. 


HERITORS and, INHABITANTS or DUM- 
Tera 7 BLANE. mum gans 
hots Dumblane, January 20. 1779» 
THIS day the heritors, and almoſt the whole of the inha- 
bitants of the pariſh of Dumblane met, and taking into their 
moſt ſerious conſideration, the eertain information they have 
received, that a bill is to be brought into the vreſent Sefton 
of Parliament, for the relief of the Roman Catholics in Seot- 
land, ſimilar to that paſſed in their favour in England, 
whereby the public exerciſe of their religion is to be granted 
them; trafficking Papiſts, prieſts, and even Jeſuits, who 
have been baniſhed from the Catholic countries, for their 
dangerous. doctrines, are to be allowed to ſettle among us, 
to erect ſchools for the education of youth, and to inherit 
landed eſtates, which muſt give them great influence in the 
country, were unanimouſly of opinion, that the PO 
ſuch 2 bill into a law, muſt be attended with the moſt 
3 to our religion and liberties. h 
As Proteſtants, they are alarmed that any countenance 
fuld be given to Popery; a religion which is not 8 
7 


| *F * men, moſtly heads of families. 


«4. 2 
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xettly contrary to the word of God, many of its doctrines 
being blaſphemous, its/worſhop idlolatrous, and its govern- 
ment Antichriſtian; but a religion which teaches its deluded 
xotaries-to thirft-for Proteſtant blood; and whenever it hath . 
the power, devotes to the gibbet and the ſtake, all who are 
mot of its communion. . | 
- : 8: members of foci they tremble to receive 3040 their 
baſom, aenupon, e ſolemn promiſes, and even oaths, 
no dependence can — placed; and who, when they can 
— opportunity, think it meritorious to butcher ſuch 
ahoiaze/not of their religions Wieals ther malzere et ee 


in Ireland, r. 
As loyal fubjects, ah ae ae eee 


Soerrign, and have the glory of his Muſtrious family nearly 


at heart; it gives them the moſt uneafy ſenſations to think, 
that the number of Papiſts ſnould be encreaſed, who what- 


Der oaths of allegiance they may ſwear, can never be faithful 


fubjects to a Proteſtant prince, eſpecially when there is a pre- 
tender to the cron, whoſe r be- 
cauſe they ere of the popiſſi religion. 

As paretits,. all their tender feelings are ARIES when 
they loak forward to tlie many ſnares that may be laid for 


their poor children, by — prieſts and Jeſuits, who ly in 


wait to deceive, and who would. 3 ſea and land to 


make one proſelyte. 


Further, chey apprehend end 4hat faid bill would be cantrary 
to the articles of nion, and would have a ſtrong tendency - 


to alienate the hearts of his Majeſty s firmeſt friends in this 
part af the iſland. 
—— thapunenimoully condemned Td bill; 

_ heartily reſolved to * with * pariſhes and ſo- 

ies, in oppoſing it, if brought into Parliament, by all 
legal. and oppoſing 3s, — and to contribute their 
hare of the -expenre that may be contraſted on that ac- 
count. 
At the Tame time they fon Werse that His 
Majeſty, Who hath all 7 n of late, had ſuch 
convincing proofs of the Vong attachment of the Scotch 
nation to his perſon and government, will never give his 
.countenance to a meaſure ſo unĩverſally repugnant to the in- 
clinations-of his people. The above re olution was ſubſcribed 


22 


OHN GRAHAM, Clerk. 


7 
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 HERITORS axd INHABITANTS os Taz PA- 
ISH os,DENNY.. * 
> | 17 Denny, January y 20. 1779. 


\ A RESPECTABLE and numerous meeting of the Heritors 
and Inhabitants of the pariſh of Denny, in the ſhire of Stir= 


ling, well affected to his Majeſty's perſon, family, and go- 


vernment, taking into their moſt ſerious conſideration, that 
there is great reaſon to believe that a bill is immediately to 


be brought into parliament, for repealing the penal laws a- 


gainſt Papiſts in this part of the united kingdom, and of the 
{ame nature with an act which was paſſed laſt ſeffion of par- 
liament reſpecting England; and this having alarmed the 

people here, with the moſt fearful apprehenſions of danger 
to the Proteſtant reformed religion eſtabliſhed by law: Do, 
upon mature deliberation, moſt ily expreſs their abhor- 
rence of the idolatry, impiety, ſuperſtition, and cruelty of 
the church of Rome, which are contrary to the word of God; 
the dictates of ſound reaſon, and the civil. liberties of man- 
kind: reſolved to join with other pariſhes and ſocieties in 
Scotland, in every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, to oppoſe 
the paſſing of ſuch a bill. into an a&, being fully. perſuaded 
that if any toleration is granted to popiſh prieſts and Jeſuits, 
to propagate their abominable tenets, it muſt be very prejudi- 
cial to reformation principles in this country, and tend to 
| alienate the minds of his Majeſty's Proteſtant ſubjects from 
the preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church and ftate, which 
are moſt dear to them, and which, by the principles of true 
religion, they judge themſelves. bound to maintain. 


* 


Cupar, January 21. 1779. ' 


Taz SYNOD or FI.. 
© THE Synod of Fife taking into their ſerious conſidera- 


tion the great and general alarm, which hath ſpread through: 


all ranks of people, under their charge, reſpecting alterations 
faid to be intended in the laws now in force againſt Roman 
Catholics in Scotland, find it neceffary, without departing 


from thoſe mild and tolerant principles which their holy re- 


ligion preſcribes, to declare their deteftation of Popery, as 2 
nn hoſtile to the ſacred and civil intereſts of mankind. 
The ſynod are of opinion, That the preſent alarm is well 
founded: That the permiſſion of 'a public exerciſe of the 
popiſh religion in Scotland, would be inconſiſtent with the 
f | | dat ak otras ſafety 


— 
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of this church : That ſpecial danger might enſue from 
allowing, popilh priefts, and: ſchoolma to conduct the: 
education of youth: That no oath on teſt, which human 
wiſdom can deviſe, can be a. ſufficient ſecurity at the hands 
of men, who acknowkedg e a diſpenſing power on. earth in 
matters of moral obligation; an wh in general, that any alte- 


ration in the laws now in being againſt Roman Catholics in. 


would be attended with moſt pernicious conſe· 


re in this country. And the ſynvd appoint this minute 


be e the news- papers. 
e 5. 
Davin 8 an, Synod 1 


DEACON-CONVERNER, ND TRADES or 
| FER T II. | 


Perth, Ne: 21. 1779. 
THE Dearon-Convecner, Trades Baihe, Treaſurer, Trades 
Counſellors, and Deacons of the different incorporations of 
this horough, being met in a conveener court, the ſaid dea- 
cons informed the court, That having heard, that a bill was 


intended to be brought into parliament this ſeflion, for re- 


apy þ on penal laws new in force- in Scotland againſt Ro- 
olies, they had called meetings of their different 
incorporations, in order to lay this matter before them, and 
to know what ſtep they intended to take thereanent; and: 
that each of the faid i incorporations, had unanimouſly agreed 
to oppoſe the ſaid bill, ſhould the ſame be brought in this 
preſent ſeſſion of parliament, or at any time hereafter ; and 
the faid deacons produced extracts from their records of the 
minutes of ſederunt of their reſpective meetings to that effect; 
which being conſidered by the court, my. approve, of the 
proceedings of the ſaid deacons. aud their ſeveral incorpora- 
tions, and think the ſame were highly proper and commend- 
able: And further, are unanimouſly of opinion, That a 
of the faid >. will not only be prejudicial to 
the intereſt of the roteſtant reli ion, — may alſo be attend- 
ed with many of the worſt equences to this country: 
And therefore, they think it a duty incumbent on them, 
both as profeſſed Proteſtants, and as well-wiſhers to our 


ſent happy conſtitution, to oppoſe the ſaid bill, ſo far as it is 


in their power, whenever the ſame ſhall be attempted to be 
* into parliament; and reſolve to do ſo accordingly; 
and, for that purpoſe, to concur with ſuch other communi- 


ties and ſocieties in Scotland, as have agreed, or ſhall here- 


after agree to the oppoſing the foreſaid bill. And they re- 
- cominend 
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mm” co” 20, Fog . 
tions contribute towar y1 — * 
which th fn oppolition wa de attended... 


ea McLean. 


4. 


SEVEN UNITED TRADES or MONTROSE. 


Aae, January 21: 1778 
THE We United Trades ef this borough, having, at a 
late meeting, taken into conſideration, the imminent danger 
of the Proteſtant religion, from a bill expected Toon to be 


* t 6 liament, for repealing the penal laws againft 
tholics in Scotland, and being henſive 
ciples, 


| 45 the Na of Popery and perſecuting prin if the 
ſaid bill ſhould pals into a law, they reſolved to — the 
town · council, to oppoſe the ald bill, by ad 

or, petitioning the le e and chat they — concur 
in oppoſing the ſaid ery legal 857 with the many 
other ſocieties and . who have profeſſed the 
ſame intentions; and ordained that public. notice be given of 
«his their Reſolution in the Caledonian Mercury, and Edin- 


durgh Advertiſer. 
© Extratted from the minutes, y 
J. Buzxzss, Clerk.” 


UNITED SOCIETY OF SUNDRY TRADES, In | 
© © AND) ABOUT EDINBURGH. * 7 — 


| | Canongatey — 21. 1779. 
TIE United — of ſundry Trades, conſiſting of 133 
inhabitants, in and about the city of Edinburgh, united to- 
gether for the mutual ſupport of diſtreſſed members, being 
met, and having taken into their conſideration, the general 
alarming report ſpread over the nation, that a bill will foon 
de brought into this ſeſſion of parliament, for the 
penal ſtatutes, enacted in the reign of King Willi I. a- 
gainſt Roman Catholics in Scotland; and, after ſerious de- 
uberation on that ſubject, the ſociety were unanimouſly of 
opinion, that they would be wanting in loyalty to his preſent 
Majeſty, zeal for our happy conftitution, both in church aud 
Nate, and real d r the preſent 
and ſucceeding generations, if they neglected giving their 
public 8 againſt _ 8 * ne ſoci- 
ety unanimouſly diſapprove id repeal, the following 
Feaſons. 1. Becauſe we have ever made i a ä 
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article of our conſtitution, not to admit Roman Catholics as 
members in our ſociety. 2. Becauſe it would, in our opinion, 
be a mean of raiſing and fomenting great diviſions in the na- 
tion, which might tend to alienate the minds and affections 
of. many of his Majeſty's Proteſtant ſubjects at this critical 
juncture, when we are fo loudly called to cultivate peace and 
harmony at home. . Becauſe it would be a violation of the 
— ſacred W 3 the — of Right of the eſtates in 
zeatland, wherein the popiſh religion is abjured, as contrary | 
to the word of God, and the laws of the land, ſolemnly and 
unaltergbly ratified and confirmed to us at the Union of the 
two nations, in the oo 1707. 4. Becauſe it would be in- 
g conſiſtent with the ſpirit and principles of the Revolution, 
and the eſtabliſhment of the ſucceſſion to the throne of theſe. 
kingdoms.in the Proteſtant linez for how can the legiſlature 
ever reconcile the allowing the free exerciſe of the popiſh re- 
ligion to the ſubjects, for the profeſſion of which the Revo- 
lution parliament declared the title to the crown of the-realm, 
forfeited by the Sovereign himfelf. 5. Becauſe it would be 
| | hurtful to the Proteſtant religion, by allowing the free uſe of 
| ſchools, teaching of youth, c. which would open a wide 
[ þ ; 5 22 21 WM: ; 
= door for propagating the-ſuperſtitious and idolatrous princi- 
| ' _._ ples of the church of Rome, among the ignorant and un- 
wary part of the nation, already too much diſpoſed to em- 
brace-any novelty in religion,- however corrupt or erroneous 
it may be z—on 1 . wane! by 8 with 
e inciple of juſtice, and ſound policy, to paſs the bill 
— — Therefore, this ſociety cheerfully — with 
the other incorporations and ſocieties in the nation, in op- 
poſing the paſſing of ſaid bill into a law; and they therefore, 
reſolve to contribute à part of the neceſſary expences ſuch 
oppoſition may occaſioo n | 
Signed in their name, and by their appointment, 
/ Lak Jonx Taro, Preſer, 
Extracted from the recards, by of 
| ANDREw FoorD, Clerk. 


1 4 


HAMMERMEN N PORTSBURGH 4xv POT. 
5515 IERROo W. l 


0 © © © Poriſburgh, January 21. 1779. 
THE Incorporation of Hammermen in Portſburgh and 
Potterrow, having met this day, and taking into conſidera- 
tion. the dangerous conſequences that muſt. enſue from the, 


* 


* 


* 
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of the penal laws againſt Popery in Scotland, if the in- 
tended bill ſhould receive the ſanction of parliament, unani- 
mouſly reſolved to oppoſe ſuch repeal, and to join with the 
other incorporations and ſocieties in and about Edinburgh, 
in uſing all legal and conſtitutional means in their power, for 
preventing the ſaid bill paſſing into a law, and, for that 
— to contribute their proportion of the expence neceſſary 
or carrying on the oppoſition. And ordained their refolu- 
tion to be inſerted in the news- paperrrs. 
© "Signed in preſence, and in name of the incorporation, by 
II . Jon Dawson, Deacon. 


. * 


MASONS, WRICHTS, S, or EAST ER aun 
WES TER PORTSBURGH. © 


* > 
Briſfo- Street, January 21. 1779, 
AT à very full meeting of the incorporation of Maſons, 
Wrights, c. of Eaſter and Weſter Portſburgh, the deacon 
repreſented to the meeting that in conſequence of a recom- 
mendation ſrom the conveener of Portſburgh, he had called 
them together, in order to take into conſideration the t | 
of a bill, et ang was believed, was intended to be brought 
into parliament, for repealing the laws preſently ſub- 
ſting in Scotland againſt Roman — — 
having taken what is above repreſented into their ſerious con- 
ſideration, were unanimouſly of opinion, That the principles 
of the Roman Catholic religion, being in every reſpect re- 
pugnant to all civil and religious liberty, if the penal ſtatutes 
now in force ſhould be repealed, numberleſs bad conſequences 
would neceflarily reſult therefrom : The meeting therefore 
agreed to concur with the other ſocieties, and bodies corpo- 
rate, in oppoſing, to the utmoſt of their power, by every legal 
and conſtitutional method, the ſaid bill, and preventing it from 
paſſing into a law, and appoint this their refolution to be 
publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers. 
 _  Extrafted from the minutes, by X | 
r Akkx. CUNNINGHAM. 


1 


KIRK-SESSION and HEADS or FAMILIES, 
iN THE PARISH os GLADSMUIR. 
4 * _-  Gladſmuir, January 21. 1779. 


THIS day the Kirk-ſeſſion, heads of families, and other 
inhabitants of the pariſh of Gladſmuir, in Eaſt-Lothian,. to. 


the 
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the numider of ſeveral hundreds, met; and taking into their 
ous conkideration, the very general alarming report, of an 
| imende repeal of the ſtatutes now in force againſt Ra- 
| in Scotland, - declare their 22 — 
at chere hould be any juſt grou a report. 
ng prehenſion of the 1 that may fol- 
Jow: ok. repeal,” both to the religious and civil liberties of 
this country, their readineſs to join with all other es, 
boroughs, or ſocieties, in all legal and prudent for 
oppoſing it, —and their willingneſs to contribute à propor- 
tional ſhare of the expence that may be incurred. ey are 
ted to this declaration, not merely from the example of other 
pariſhes, but from their own conviction of its neceſſity 
and 8 at a —— ——— * for 
which judge it not only to their money, 
but, —— the —— of their forefathers, to loſe their 
blood, is apprehended: to be in danger 
i they make chis declaration, they profeſs, at the 
Ne Nang Con . and cher rat to his preſent 


III. and their gratitude for the peace 
15 s which they have enjoyed under him ds the 
{trious houſe of Hanover; that they are willing to ſpend 
| their lives and fortunes in maintaining his Majeſty's juſt au- 
thority, and in defending the confiicutiond rights of their 
country; and that they utterly abhor every act of rebellion 
againſt that authority and thoſe, rights. As they are Pro- 
teſtants, they are fincere in this profeſſion; in which, in 
their judgment, Papiſts, conſiſtent with their principles, 
though they offer to make it by oath, cannot poſſibly be. 
ITbey are happy to obſerve, that they. concur in the above 
thouſands. of their countrymen, and they 
e Ft. (bows! that they are the ſentiments of 
HON? who have not yet publicly declared them, 


PARISH, or LIBERTON. . 


, Liberion, Lanarkſhire, E 21. 5 

THE Pariſh of Liberton being alarmed with the current 
report, that a bill for the relief of Roman Catholics in Scot» 
land, is intended to be brought into Parliament; the kirk- 
ſeſfion this day met, and being conſtituted by prayer, they 
took this matter under their ſerious conſideration, and after 
deliberating upon it, cannot help joining with many of their 
| brethren in different places of the country, (for fimilar rea- 
fons) in expreſſing their fears, and thoſe of the people with- 
Es bounds, 6??? 
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Smilar to that already pa in England; fhould alſo be"ex- 
—— Soathhg: They are the more alarmed” by à cer 


min report that a bill of this nature is — mg 54pm > 
brought into parliament this ſeſſion. Though th 


heartily 
with all their fellow men to enjoy the fame ſiberty of eonſei- 


ence with themſelves in matters of opinion, yet a'religi 
which in its practice is evidently not only ſubverſive of C 
ſtianity, but deſtructive to the civil liberties, and to the lives 
of men, in their humble opinion, is not entitled to ſuch a 
toleration, either by the law of God, or of that happy con- 


ſtitution under whieh we live. rejoice to hear that ſo 


and almoſt e oppoſition made to this intended 
ll, and they wiſh it were in their power to contribute in 
any degree for the ſuppreſſion of it. But for this purpoſe; 
— can only agnify i their fears, and hereby 'expreſs their 
hearty concurrence in every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure, which to the wiſdom and prudence of their Pro- 


 reſtant brethren ſhall ſeem neceſſary for preventing this 


dreaded evil; while they join in their moſt fervent 

to God for-deſired ſucceſs, for direction to their King 

bis counſellors, for the peace of their country, the * 
tion of the Proteſtant intereſt in this Kingdom, the profpe⸗ 
rity of Zion, and of all ORSGTE her peace. 


HERITORS vp INHABITANTS or ee 
| EUNNOCRK. © 


8 | Gargurmeck, 8 2. 5. 
THE Meritors 3 and Inhabitants of the town and pariſh of 
Gargunnock this day aſſembled, to conſider of the propo 8 
of repeating © the penal laws in Scotland againft Popery 
taking the ſame into their mature deliberation, di 4 uriani- 
mouſly reſolve to oppoſe ſuch repeal, by every legal and con- 
ſtitutional method, to join all royal borou 8 and ſocieties, 


and to contribute their ſhare of the nec e 
that purpoſe. | 
Tas SESSION, nir AND vanian 


or Ab. 


ö N $ Datry, January 21. 1779. 

THE Seſfon of £ Datry, taking into their ſerious conſide- 
ration, the ſuppoſed ſcheme of bringing into parliament, a 
bill for the penal laws, now in force againſt Papiſts 
in Scotland, And being ſenſible, how much the * 


— — —Ud 


| - 
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23 well as civil intereſt of this kingdom muſt ſuffer, ſhould 
ſuch a repeal take place. And being defirous to know the ſen- 
timents of the people in the pariſh upon this ſubject, which 
gives ſuch genera] alarm, the elders voluntarily undertook, 
going through their reſpective quarters, and by ſubſcriptions 
the people's own hands, there are found of  heritors 
to the number of ſeventy nine, and of heads of families to 
the number of two hundred and fourty four, who have teſ- 
tified in the ſtrongeſt manner, their diſapprobation'of, and 
averſion to the repealing of ſaid laws. Laws they think, 
_ wiſely and well made, by their fore-fathers of the Reforma- 
tion, for their ſafety and (preſervation, for the ſafety and 
preſervation of their pofterity, and by the bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, they have as yet had, ahd they truſt will yet 
have, the ſame happy effect. Lea, there is the ſtrongeſt 
| reaſon to affirm, that there is not a ſingle perſon in the pariſh, 
who would wiſh to ſee the popiſh religion in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree to prevail; or would incline to give the leaſt encou- 
- ragement thereto.——A religion which they think, equal- 
ly inconſiſtent with the pure religion of Jeſus Chriſt, as with 
every principle of ſound reaſon and common ſenſe. And 
though they breathe nothing of a, perſecuting fpirit, yet they 
would never wiſh to ſee this religion tolerated in a Proteſtant 
country ; fearing from paſt experience, as well as from the dar- 
ing principles of it, that every thing dangerous and ruinous, 
to our happy conſtitution in church and ſtate, would flow 
from ſuch a toleration. | 
They theręfore gladly this opportunity of teſti- 
Tying, in a public manner, along with their Chriſtian, bre- 
n, who are equally friends to the Proteſtant cauſe with 
themſelves, and to that happy government under which they 
live, their ſentiments on this ſubje&t. And, if need be, th 
will contribute chearfully, according to their abilities, with 
other pariſhes and ſocieties, -in whatever legal and conſtitu- 
tional application to the king or parliament may be thought 
per, to prevent the bringing in, or paſſing of an Ach 
ill. And the ſeſſion deſire this reſolution to be itted 
to the Committee of Correſpondence at Glaſgow; and the 


+ 


fame to be publiſhed in the Glaſgow Journal. 
Signed by appointment of ſeſſion, by 
 .*, John FuLLAarTON, Moderator. 
8 4 X s * ” 20 — 0 1 
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in the moſt hoſtile o i 


e r 
dan in name, and by appoiument of the meeting, 7 
ee Hz x. GEEEIE, Profes. 
* 3 473] fo 13 ; N. 1 1 S114 mite 47 ge 
CONVEENER; 'TRADES, Mb COUNCIL, i 
+ dn Ee: r \CUPAR OF FIFE. | Ps 


YO Oe On er 0, abewy'22:"r7y9- 

THE Conveengr, Trades, and Council, being met, and 
' taking under their moſt ſerious confideration, late en- 
couragement given to Popery in England, by a bill paſſed in 


liament, 4. 92 g the ſtatutes againſt Pof and Roman 
Eattolics, dat mite bil E intends 6 


. . - 
: Py % 4 4 89. Fe. . j * LY 


« 


u to de brought 


into 
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into 


Scotland, would be productive of the moſt unhappy con- 
ſequences is contrary to the principles of the glorious Revo- 
lution; would weaken the Proteſtant intereſt, and endanger 
theſe valuable rights ſecured to us by our excellent conſti- 
tution . This important and intereſting matter has been 
laid before our conſtituenia, the eight incorporated trades in 
this borough; they, alarmed with the -of the 
intended bill being brought into parliament, have declared, 
and aſſured —— — comcur with the 
conveenerꝰs cou r > 
dent and conſtitutional means, and ch ty comb 
of the expence that muſt attend 
this matter, either by contributing out of their funds, or 


by a voluntary ſubſcription of The coun- 
cil, therefore, unanimouſly — 92 take every proper 
methed- of oppoſing the dreaded: * particularly, be- 
ſides Ne member, to apt egos in his 
power to ſald her . inte eee to concut v 


Segen again ao —— We abhor Popery,—We deteſt 
its groſs corru of Chriſtianity, and its bord cruelties 
 Fractans, We We highly eſteem theſe valuable dear 
1 e 3 
orthy anceſtors, more, 
gay 8 ay be be tranſmitted ſafe and fecure to lateſt poſte- 
meeting ordained their er and refolu- 
cons to be abliſhed in the public news-pa 
| Lyn vans, andy . members. of the 
. * WIL Bars, Ce. 
— 44 111 | 
INHABITANTS or 74s TOWN or LEVEN, 
x ""MOEDAKIGH: or \SCOONTE 7 1909) 


C4; 
; l "an e nga. 
A — timber of the Inhabirants of the 
town, 3 and neighbourhood, in the pariſh of Scoonie, 
king rag e in the general alarm which isfpread through this 
19 m an apprehenſion that a bill is to be brought 
parliament for repealing the ſtatutes now in force a. ha 
18252 Catholics in Scotland, are of 9 that ſuch re 


pea, 


that the —* the 2 ee Papi | 
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peal, and granting liberty to Papiſts to extend their property 
and influenee, and to —— and-ſchools for pro- 
pagating their antiſeriptural and icious tenets, will be 
ade with moſt dangerous nces to che ſacred and 
civil privileges Tan — moſt heartily 
concur avith'the many reſpectable ſocieties who have appeared 
in oppoſition to the propoſed billʒ and will contribute a pro- 
portional ſhare of the ee neceſſary for preventing by 
every conſtitutional ure, the bill's being paſſed into a 
law: I theſc are the ſentiments 
ofthe-whole-parith. » OWE ot ov Fear 4,49 TH By 
| * e, of» AN t: 1 1 | wits «fr - AND. Laber, Proſes.. 
FRO ts Fes fr 3 vt 1 | 28. 5s r len * 19 5 10 
INCORPOR ATION en vn AVERS W POR'TS- 
bur 444 4 AAS „ec BY 
iS baby! „ VB REH. * 15 * ena & vy 
e n Sag? 34 "Port four ghy + January 22 1979. 
THE Icer ora n of. Weavers in the bafeny of Portſ- 
burgH, being wet and conſtitute, "taking into their moſt ſe- 
805 confieen u, . the imminent dang 85 to which the Pro- 
cn SY ant 15 expoſed, "and dee ty © concerned at the cur- 
ry re (orgs hath given ſüuch 4 juſt alarm 
to b body bie en Th this this nation, chat à bilt 18 
foon | 1 ak 8 5 into par r for BE g che 1 
0 granting à toleration to Papiſts and 
= of alk een, whereby. t the may be a 
aud under the protection of government; 95 ti 
prin rhetr id81gtrous worſhip, but alle te. ereQt {ch60ls,"- 
bee their abominable tehets, without any cherk or 
| ae and being fully perſuaded, chat the principles of 
the po ith elt are not only contrary, in the laſt Egger, 
td the . religion, "KILN dur f y Patriotic anceſtors 
. tranſmitted to us, . pence-of biet und wen- 
ure, büt fo bütr to the” e es of the glorious Re- 
| — and Proteſtant ſucceſſion: ae do, therefore, un- 
animouſly x agree to join in conturring with all other incorpo- 
rations, and Proteſtant brethren, through the eben who 
thall, in a lawful and prudent manner, oppoſe the paſſing of 
ſuck a bill into * law: They, at the ſame time, agree 5 to con- 
W the expence that may thus be occured 
nn EP ge AYR ed 5 5 * 
een „ ee {hr 0: Go. N Clerks 
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2 2 7. and duenne ponent 
e [ee againſt 


— 7 ber for radially agrees. and e 
I = of. all lawful endeavours, 

of the rt | oppoſe the, ſame. - pant 
ISAS lution, in our name. 10 
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2 110 'PORTERS' me EDINBURGI IA, 


n (607 19a K 3 
- THE wich day, the Soei of Porters in Edinburgh be? 
ing met, * into ür crious confideration e 


SETT 


alarming mem, fr epoling the pow 
fenit fenen of par partament, for g the e 
now in force a Farid ie cor "Te foci 


unanimouſly opinion, Sr ſtiould ſuch à r 

place, it world be 5 det infrih ment of our eat 
lud at xpreſs Weladun of the eim of , an" the 
a Wher S they unani? ; 
mouſly teſtify their abhorrence and deteſtation of any | 
| ftoration of re-eſtablifiiment of Popery in this nation; Which 
the preſent ſaid repeal ſeets to amount to; ; af whereby 

wide door would be opened for tyranny and Perſet 87 
And therefore reſolved to concur. With all Proteſtànt ſocie- 
ties and others, in this kingdom in every lawful meaſure, 
for preventing fad bill from paſting ite = E, They, 4. 
the ſame time, agreed to contribute their mite, accoring't a: 
their abilityy for ſaid purpoſe, and that 155 their'reloluti 
mould bs be publiſhed” in the news- papers. 3 


+3! a 5 vw 

e of the ſociety, by . 
* NES 4 F 1 765 Warren ELL Aug 
1 Dr eg ot 


BROTHERLY 3 aciety or TAYLORS 
In THE, SUBURBS or EDINBURGH.” * 


% + 2" Pptterrow, Fonuary 22. 1779. 
"THE Brotherly Society of Taylors, in the ſuburbs and 


neighbourhood 0 Edinburgh, being met, took ag their 
ſerious 
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ſerious 

tended to ration « e That bile i 
to. repeal the: graute laws in force againſt Papiſts in Scotland, 

are unanimouſly of opinion, 'That ſaid report is too 

ed, and agree to concur with the tion to be 
4 . — repeal 3 for the following reafons :— The 

35 S in hpiiecalagye requires, hat e 

receive, obſerve, and keep pure and entire, all ſuch reli- 

gious, worſhip and ordinances as God hath appointed in his 

= we are of opinion, that, ſo ſoon as Papiſts are 


of landed property, to any great extent, they have 
in their power to 7 Ma and corrupt the worſhip of 
God, in ind one che of their becoming patrons of pariſhes, 


their beginnings, in this ref] may be 
— Gall, ; 58 _ end might encreaſe, even to the public 


God by images, and other ways not appoint- 
ed in Ir We hold it a, good plea, ths Papi can 
neither be good ſubjects, nor good neighboi roteſ- 
tant country, hen Fa air and ſtrong ; If we. beliey 
that the pope. could pardon fin, how heinous ſdever, 
that i is 2 to perſecute and root out. heretics, we 

would, r le to take any oath which ſhould be ten- 
dered to us, pling 1g; chathe” ys 'to | ſuch, great ſer- 
z whilſt we were ſure of the perjury being remitted, and 
eternal life to be the reward of the pious een and 
murder: In ſhort, hen we ſhale of the 
how many ignorant and unſtable ſouls be fo verted ; of 
GS how they are to be educated and ta: Le 
principles. of the aracles of God, the moſt diſmal 
preſents itſelf hefore us: Our civil liberties are but 25 . 
moment compared with theſe things; yet we hold them 
—.— of our moſt earneſt endeavours to preſerve, by every 


method competent for us. We are ſure they 
Ea 


cou. No rnd Inf e 
| ; yer, under a ſenſe of our owti and our pollution, 


— not to be led to truſt in purgatories, purification, Or. 
We, for theſe, and many other reaſons, have agreed to join 
with other lovers of our civil and religious rights, in oppoſing + 
the progreſs of faid'bill in every ſtep thereof, and to contri- 
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„ POTTERS, SHOEMAKERS, 
* "| WEAVERS, AND roun OTHER be ante. ob. 4 
©PRESTONPANS.' eee 


* Nee 3 42. — 
- "WHEREAS « general alarm Has of late bern over 
the country, That a bill is to be brought into parliament” for 
in unlimited repeal of the acts now in forte again thuſe'of 
the Roman Catholic perſuaſion | that our ſilenee ws this 
occaſion” may not be conſtrued into an a 2 mea- 
ſure which we deem dan both to the intereſts of IX 
Proteſtant Seligion, and the 71 liberties of this country, we 
do take this tunity of teſtifyi IN our hoe to 


join with the 5 85 ocieties in Scotlan 
W n 


conſtitutional method of ſuch rep 
bill or that purpoſe ſhall moved in parli 


INHABITANTS or cal Shree is, 


Tas ©  Cranpnd-Bridge, January 22. 1779. 
Mn. the ue of 1 EL and others in 
the On, e loyalty. to our 
g, and love to 3 yernment, un- 
der which we live, having this day met, — Is into our 
ſerious conſideration the ul, that we hear is prepared to be 
immediately brought into parliament, craving a — of the 

afts of parliament now in force, for ſecuring 

religion and preventing the growth of Popes We there- 
fore judge it our duty, to concur with our Proteſtant bre- 

. thren in this part of the united kingdom, oy Wr 
. which may be br tanto = 


li 
= 115 enacted at N glorious Revolution, 1 the — 


N 


n OG 
and 1 muſt, — dy "om with 
itous nences; and will be ſubverſive of our preſent 


conſtitution, both civil and eccleſiaſtical. The ex 

paſt times corroborates this opinion, knowing that the 
antiſcriptural doctrines of the church of Rome are pregnant 
with cruelty, and conſummate deſtruction to the Proteſtant 
faith, and inimical to the religious rights and immunities of 


its profeſſors. We tremble for the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, 
as 


no — — — — 
— — — JAE io 


Ee .. een 
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old did for the ark z and we are re- 
| E Derr 
e 4 have 2 chis our . — — 
ſhed in the news· pa teſtimon e 
Lent to the above: 125 : 
Wenn bd 6 
netrITors AND HFADS: e, F „ "FAMILIES 
_ 1s PARISH” or CUMBERNAULD. | oy 
Gd ange enen 111% „eee, Fatuary 23. 1778 
G. a e | | Heads of Families of the Pariſh of 
be being g wet 3 5 that'a 1 5 5 ring to 
;brou LOB ent, 8 tes 
8 2 Roman en in $ otland, ih wee ds Fo 
ſeſſion of parliament wi to 
th W po NO Os of declaring 
bur averſion to Tuch a meaſure ; nnd i it 18 "0 ion, 


h a. bill {hall paſs into a law, it will be moſt reradicial to 
Pro 06, 8 al 7 in \ Scotland, and may alienate thei affec- 


tions of numbers gf his Myjeſty's moſt dutiful ſubjects, as the 

bom N of ſuch a esd h as already occaſioned a 
s and | general Ala theough different: yorts ad 2% 
© "Signed nr on . 
. 3 WiLLzAN STEWART, Presa, 7 


v3 of bear Tg] * 
404 Nn 1 
© YOUNGER... . err . 
2 5 4 £4 EVNBERRATLY "FEY 
0 pope  Cumbernauld, January ry 24 1 5 
THIS mit the Maſters of the Younger Friendly So- 
ciety in e joined by many others, all firmly attached 
to the Proteſtant . 1 — mou his preſent 
Majeſty King George; 0 our willing 
neſs to join our Proteſtant brethren in this kingdom, in tak- 
ing all legal and proper mieans, to o the bringing into, 
or the paſling in. parliament, a bill for repealing. the penal 
ſtatutes ANT Popery in this kingdom of Scotland. „Err 


\- Sulſeri 905 1 in the ire of * Dumbarton, 
* Afar | . * * i Jom MiLuup, Proj 


| * 


- % 
* 1 o % 
98928 . i a . = 
T7 . by. a2 4» * = . 4 * . 
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DECLARATIONS, EESOLUTI ON — | * 
— este or MONTROSE.. | 


Montroſe, January 23. a. 

ITIIIS day che Kirk-Sefion of this Pariſh met to 9 1 
concerning he at pul nt ſon of t, 
Papiſts in England, from certain ties and diſabi 
therein ſpecified, and which, it is generally feared, is pro- 
poſed ſoon to be extended to Scotland. "After mature —— 
tion, the members of ſeſſion were unanimouſly of 
that an act giving ſuch an unbounded toleration to 
whoſe principles and practices have been long known — ex- 
— 9 to be pernicious to Proteſtant ſtates, would expoſe 
not only the Proteſtant intereſt, but our civil and religious 
liberties, to much danger; and that rio afſervations, nor even 


the moſt ſolemn oaths 14 2 ee can be conſidered as a 


ſufficient ſecurity, on account of the eaſineſs with which 
difpenfation from oaths are obtained in the Roman commu- 
nion. As this is the opinion of the kirk-ſeffion, and of os, 
ay body of the people, conſiſting of more than five thou — 
bitants; they judged it incumbent on them, as 0 
— th, in this church, and friends both to the eſtabliſhed 
2 on of this kingdom and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, pu- 
y to make known their ſentiments with regard to this 


matter, and to declare that, though they are no friends to 


ecution for conſcience fake, it is their ſincere deſire that 
uch an act in favour of Papiſts, may not be paſt into a law, 
and their firm reſolution if it ſhall be ught into parliament, 
3 þ/ wa . conſtitutional method in their power. 
An this their reſolution to be e in * 
Linburgh Karner and Nr Fl. 
bas „ 26: 207 hols | Jans Jonn#ron, Cl. |; 


CAROLINE $0crery. or dooaa rn 
WAVEs 


| Ee gl, 2 23. 1770. 8 

TE Caroline Sbeiety y of r Weavers, and o- 
ters, enected here r the benefit ot indigent members, 
— — conſidering the alarming ſituation the-coun- 
try is in, . the repel of certain laws a- 
gainſt P ma of King William III. is 
—— to —— — though contrary to the 
Web, — 
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and fearing dangerous conſequences that may enſue from 
the ſame "paſting into Ae law „ by E W lower claſs 
of mankind imbibing ſuch pernicious tenets, as may prove 
derogatory to'the Well affected ſubjects of the houſe of Ha- 
over, they have unanimouſly agreed ro affiſt, as far as in 
em hes, to Preverit t the fame; and have ordered the , 


© be R in the Ciledontan Mercury 
— eee ee Us the feciety, 5 8 
— ISUSIGRMES; £22 Jonw Water, e 


LS: nt of iin: L 65. 2 $50 14 
FRIENDLY SOCIETY or Seeg , 
Dt * POTTERROW, | 


2 1 6 An. G4 her Fanuary 23. 1779. h 
Tm Friend Society of Journeymen Weavers of the 
Potterrow,, E dinburgh, —ſenfible of the manifold calamities 
that will 2 accrue to this country, thould the popiſh 


0 now in agitation pals into a law; have, therefore, 
determined to oppoſe and withſtand the ſame in its 


| vera ſtations, by all lawful meaſures. Appoint the ſaid re- 
ſolution, and determination to be publiſhed, and their preſes 
to * n in their name, and by their authority. 
GA „ b J 9: e n Tea. 


0 DEREAN-CRAPTL, CAR RUB BE ** CLOSE: 


ble —— — 23. 1779. 
IR eee being filled with juſt — 
tion and horror, at the alarming growth and 
eſpecially in theſe lands, of late, given to that moſt accurſed, 
bloc „ blaſphemous, deviliſh religion of the Pope and 
the Pretender; a religion conſiſting of a conſpiracy of lies 
and fables againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and of dead- 
ly intent and malignity, againſt all his ſineere . and 
worſhippers in every corner of che earth. A religion alſo, 
formerly and juſtly · deteſted and abjured by this whole land, 
as evidently condemned of itſelf, and utterly ſubverſive of the 
holy ſcriptures of truth; yet now, alas? threatened to be 
again introduced, with an high hand, even under the autho- 
rity and ſunction of an act parliament, into this nation ; 
did, after prayer and ſupplication to God, to avert from the 
7 Britiſh empire, _ further inundation of that moſt dreadful 
of all our * 3 TI amp 
A theis 
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their conſciences obliged, by their allegiance to God, to their 
King, and to their country, to join unanimouſiy, heart and 
, with the many thouſands of their zealous loyal fellow- 
ſubjects of North Britain, in fubſcribing a dutiful petition, 
to be preſented unto both houſes of parliament, in i 
to that odions repeal, in agitation, of thoſe fundamental, ſa- 
lutary penal laws and inviolable-atutes, for which eur ax 
ceſtors honeſtly fought and bled, and were not afraid to di 
— laws and ſtatutes, through the holy providence of God, by 
whom kings reign, and princes decree juſtice, unalterably 
confirmed and ratified by the preſent effential conſtitution 
of this realm by the moſt ſacred articles of the Union be- 
tween the two kingdoms.— And, morover, by the King's 
coronation-covenant, atteſted and declared, to be for ever 
ſtanding in force againſt the re- eſtabliſument of Papiſts and 
Popery, in that of Great Britain called Scotland, to the 
end of the world. ee 
From the raging flood of the dragon's mouth, which is 
now thrown' out after us, with an intent to ſwallow us up 
alive, may the God of mercy, truth, and peace, whoſe alone 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, deliver his 
own church, for his own name's ſake, and preſerve the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, and the Britiſh conſtitution ſound to the end 


of time. Amen. 
4 Joux BaxcLay, Preſes. 


MANAGERS any MEMBERS or uE PAISLEY 
AND AYRSHIRE SOCIETY. | 


; 1 ' — rr 

. e Þaiſley, January 23. 1779. 
THE which day the Managers and Members of the Paiſley 
and Ayrſhire Society, being met, had certain information, of 2 
bill being to be brought into the preſent ſeſſion of parliament, 
for repealing the penal laws againſt Roman Catholics in 
Scotland. As we conſider the repeal of theſe laws, as a 
direct and bold attack upon our excellent conſtitution, and 
| tending to undermine the very foundations thereof, which 
muſt be productive of the moſt fatal, and moſt dreadful con- 
ſequences to the inhabitants of this part of Britain; we have 
therefore, unanimouſly agreed, to take every conſtitutional 
meaſure, to oppoſe any bill that may be brought into parli- 
 ument, for extending the toleration of the popiſh religion 
in Scotland. We need not here enter into argument, to point 
out what an unſcriptural, diabolical, cruel, and wicked ſyſtem 
of religion this is.— Facts, 9 late publications, muſt 


* 


9 
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P and ſte. We behold; with an e- 
_ degree of aſtoniſhment and indignation, the conduct of 
thoſe miniſters, or men, who are ſo impudent as to a 
ſuch a bill. Not ſatisfied with doing every thing in their 
. for theſe four years paſt, to purſue meaſures that have 


detrimental to the Britiſh intereſt in America; we 
„they have already loſt America, by a courſe of blunder- 
ing conduct: Like deſperate men, not ſatisfied with the miſ- 
chief they have already done, they are determined, before 
they loſe their places and lucrative penſions, to do one crown» 
ing deſperate. act, which is, to give the death-ſtab- to our 
civil, and religipus liberties. We, as burgeſſes, are ſolemnly 
ſworn to maintain and to defend his preſent Majeſty's | 
fon and government, to maintain and defend the Prot 
religion, as eſtabliſhed among us: Whoever, therefore, is a 
friend to the preſent intended bill, violates his oath, is an 
enemy to the ent conſtitution and a dangerous member 
of ſociety. However, we would fain flatter ourſelves, that, 
when miniſtry diſcover the ſpirit of oppoſition which prevails 
in Scotland againſt this bill, if there 1s left in them the leaſt 
degree of regard for the welfare of this country, they will 
recede from their wicked counſels; and oppoſe any attempt 
that may be made, by the enemies of our conſtitution, to 
bring in ſuch a bill. We, in Scotla:1d, have given full proof, 
of late years, of our loyalty and attachment to the preſent 
yernment : But, if they perſiſt in this meaſure, they will 
d the minds of the inhabitants greatly alienated. The mild 
lamb will be converted into the fierceneſs of a lion. The 
ſuame blood runs in our yeins which ran in the veins of our 
» worthy forefathers a centuby ago; wherefore, after mature 
deliberation, this ſociety unanimouſly agreed to concur with 
the ſocieties in Edinburgh and Glaſgow, to affiſt in defraying 
the expence of oppoſing the ſaid bill, by counſel, or other- 
' Signed in name, and by appointment of ſaid ſociety, by 


 Tromas RAMs, Preſes. 


1 
| 
| 


— 


— ß — — 


RENFREW-SHIRE FARMER SOCLETY. 
"Gy +” Pollich-Shaws, Jonuary 23. 1779- 
THIS day, we the Renfrew-ſhire Farmer Society, met, 


brought into parlia- 
aſk Ferit in Seo 


* 


'$ 
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land, and unanimouſly found it our duty, for the on 
— 2 fafety of our moſt gracious and i 
gn King George the III. the defence of our lives 0 
eges, ET and religious, of * which privileges the al- 
Paus. penal laws to ſtand as formerly enacted, is one | 
; — — ng itſelf. Judging it moſt wirkell 
and ungrateful, wantonly to throw away theſe nem. 
ſecured to us by the laws of this well regulated realm; and 
| bought with the blood and treaſure of our. worthy anceſtors. 
For theſe reaſons, heartily to contribute our aſſiſt- we 
ance, for oppoſing the fame, to the utmoſt of our power, _ | 
for this purpoſe to join with the Committee of Correſſ 
in — — And order the above to ve Stern # in the 


2 and Edinburgh news- papers. 8 
| Signed in our name, ” | 


Joux HALT, Tn. 


"cofixs2LokS and MINISTERS 10 N 
| GREENOCK. OO 


- Greenoch, January 23. 1775. 

WHICH day, Meſſrs. James Gemmil, John Buchanan, 

es. Scot, Hugh Moody, John Campbell, and William 
M Cunn, counſellors ; conveened in council,” with the 
Reverend Meſſrs. David Turner, John Adam, and Colin 
Gillies, miniſters of this place. When the meeting again 
taking into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the alarm at pre- 
ſent in this town and country, reſpecting the bill intended to 
be brought into this ſeſſion of parliament, for repealing the 
penal laws 2 in Scotland: The — Fa. hang” . 
to get a petition drawn up, and figned by the tes an 
CI in name of 3 — the daerent cor- 
porat ions in the town, and the other inhabitants of the pa- 
riſhes, addreſſed to both houſes of parliament, cra * 
they may be allowed to be heard by council, vs Derg ; 
and praying, that the ſame may not paſs into a law :— They 
being reſolved, in conſequence of the ſeyeral applications 
made to them by the faid incorporations and i ants, to 
oppoſe the ſaid bill, if brought into parliament. 

Thereafter, the faid miniſters produced a certificate, ſigned 
by them, of this date, expreſſing their own ſentiments, and 
that of their pariſhioners, as to the ſaid intended bill. Which 
— — over to the meeting, e thereof; as 
the fame contained real matter of fact, and recommended it 
to the ſaid miniſters, to W 4 copies thereof to the Com- 

mittee 
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mittes of Correſpondence at Edi and Glaſgow, in or. 
der that the ſame may be inſerted in the news-papers, if the 
faid committee think And the meeting 2 to 
join in any meaſure, ' that may be judged proper, 
towns or for preventing the ſaid bill's making its 
e in parliament. And the meeting defired the ct 
to tranſmit extracts of this reſolution of the town-councit, 
do the publiſhers of the Glaſgow Journal and Edinburgh 
Mercury, to get the fam infert in their papers. b , 
Eau from the tecord, r feid town-eouncil,' ly 
2 Joux Kanter. Clerk. . 


* 
* 2 
40 o 4 5 * 


INHABITANTS or THE PARISH or GREENLAW.' 


.._ ©  Greenlaw, January 23. 1779. 
Tur lahabitants of the Pariſh of Greenlaw, having met 
this day, to the number of four hundred and upwards, took 
into their conſideration” the report of a bill being brought 
into parliament ſoon, for repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt 
g m in Scotland. 
ſenſible of the many invaluable privil 
* njoy as Proteſtants, unanimouſly expreſs their difap- 
probation of the ſaid bill being carried into execution. They 
cannot help viewing it as a violation of the happy conſtitu- 
tion confirmed at the Union, as dangerous to their civil and 


religious liberties, and as tending to promote antichriſtian 
_ fuperſtition and idolatry, which is already too provelent in 
the country. 


The — to obſerve, that the arguments 
- which have of late been advanced in favour of Popery, are 
viewed, by the generality of the inhabitants of Scotland, in 
their proper light. The varniſh is too faint to hide the de- 
formities of the monſter. Popery, when free from the re- 
ſtraints of penal laws, will ſhow itſelf to be Popery ſtill. If 
once its fangs are unmuffled, its gripes will be felt to be as 
ſevere as ever: Popiſh biſhops and prieſts, ' r. who are fo 
daring at preſent, will become altogether intolerable ; they 
will introduce themſelves into the company of the young 
and unthinking, and uſe every diabolical art to corrupt their 
morals, and thereby prepare them for receiving their deteſt- | 
able principles. | 
The popiſh religion is alſo known to be very blood-thirſty. 
X When argument on recourſe is had to the ſword and fag- 
got, the two powerful propagators of that religion.” The 
meeting therefore unanimoMy reſolve to oppoſe the * | 


as. AQ. Ad * 


. 4. -. A. i. ack O£AS .. ©. * 


af che penal ſtatutes aforementioned, and to 8 
— e 


dare their difapprobation o 


5 
1 
1 


DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, Se. 127 


other ſocieties, in uſing all legal means for 


2 — Soo 


ans 0 beta —— may 

po . J Fmokivzon; 5 
-xntE-156108 » or II WII = 

Id the Commitee of rreſpond ke ot Mako | 

Sw r st; rnb. ie, January 23, 3 22 a 


"IV juſtice, to of plot” Yo ole to our o 
And as an incitement to others, We, 8 cone A 


is-pariſh, ſh, met in ſeſſion, 8 ou to n 

1 this our minute in the N Ke mo 
An atteſted copy to the number r an bye 
, of the ſubſcriptions of the refiding heritors, fouars, and 
heads of families, in the town and of Kilwinning, was 
ſent. to the Committee of ndence at Glaſgow. 
The ſubſcribers. in this Fa a, manner by neſts de- 


£4. to be brought 


_ liament, to repeal. the ſtatutes againſt Papiſts 
Seotland; and are molt ſincerely willing to concur with 


teal friend do — and liberty, in every legal 
cry val fi mode of a — to e prime 


that may be thought noce 


7 
ert Ar Une nine Tens Por Lock, Mod. 
Ps” dt 4 Ayg "+ 5K. 68% TITT 
KRABI ANTS or THE PARISH or LOOM. 
* n Wung am eee en ae 
| Fort mori  viogly Avi 
no. £2 of 7 Lee, January 23. 1999. 


C 
conſequence of a public zdvertiſement to that purpofe, 

finding ren 

— — bringing » bil re 
re the penal laws now in ay | 
land; they are of opinion, that thong 2 
nor wiſh any perſons to be — for 
or for religion, a eee 19 5 bh 
8 yet ſelf-defence hs 
intriguing ſpirit gerous tenets, and ces of the 
Roman Catholic rel * jon, ee el on civit * 


religions 
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religious liberties, and a . conſideration of duty incumbent 
— us, ci method of joining wi and poſterity, obliges us to 
with many other ſocieties, cor- 
ba 5 in Scotland, friends to the Proteſtant 
religion, — ſucceſſion upon the throne, and loyal 
ſubjets to his preſent Majeſty, in declaring our unanimous 
opinions, that, if ſuch a bill ſhould be paſſed into a law, it 
would be attended raged wth th the moſt dangerous effects to the in- 
tereſts of religion, and” the civil conſtitution, to the * 
of Union, and eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant religion 
8 as friends and well-wiſhers to to the 
t intereſt, to our tution in 
and ſtate, the . bleſſings 0 pany enjoyed our fc 
the glorious Revolution, and particularly ſince the ac 
of the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover to the throne of 
kingdoms, do 1 againſt ſuch repeal of theſe —— 
or againſt = in Scotland. —And do reſolve 


45 uſe every d conſtitutional mean in our power and 
alſo, to contribute our proportional ſhare of expences, neceſ- 
_ fary to oppoſe ſuch a bill being brought into parliament, and 
to _— its paſſing into a N. if it ſhould be brought in. 
To the e, One hundred and fourteen itors, 
and fwo 5 and tighteen Heads of 2 and "hers, 
nel their names in preſence of the preſes of the meeting. 


Ne 51 JJ 17 f. 1 FEE] [# Sun MDowar, __ 


o Lo , 'L +. 


N "KIRKSESSION oþ DUNBAR, 


* their ſentiments on that — as follows : ; 


1 8 love to our co ESD: 
laws, In the preſent ſituation o 2 5 affairs, we think it 
our duty, . with all due reſpect to the wiſdom of the legiſla- 
ture, to teſtify our juſt abhorrence of all the bed principles 

the popiſh religion; as contrary to the — 
of Chriſtianity; principles which have but too oſten 
practices ſhocking to humanity itſelf, and totally —.— 
of the' very foundation of ſociety. —At the une tine that 

. we 


*- 


expreſs aur diſlike of 


—— 


and property; we cannot help drelaring our appres 


benſi ons of to our happy conſtitution both in church 
and ſtate, ſhould every reſtraint on . 
off, and a free toleration be grant open ſchools - 
for the education of youth; and . 1 Ae 


blic celebration of — 9 court of Rome and 
kingdoms, have, from views of good 

— and aboliſhed one of the moſt confiderable eo hgh 

their communion, it ſeems but reaſonable, that Britain, 


ties, ſhould keep a watchful eye e ere 
onthe profeſied gente both of religion and ch 


MAGISTRATES AND TOWN-COUNCIL | oy 
6 4 DUNBAR. : | | 


2 5 p 9 7 Dunbar, zune 25; 1779. 

ä THE Magiſtrates and Town-Council taking into their 

conſideration, the information they have received of * nas 

— of a bill propoſed to be brought into parliament, for re» 
Lens the ſundry Scots acts of parliament, for preventin the 


of Popery, and againſt Papiſts in this Fort of the 
2 ki 1 alſo taking into their moſt ſerious conſi- 


2 ious and fatal conſequences that would 
flow from the la aws in force againſt Popery being any how re- 


* 


laxed, reſolve unanim „to join with the other — | 


who have taken up ther olution of oppoling the bill's be 

brought into parliament, and paſled into a law; and to — 

bute pro A e with them towards the expence of op- 
Ye bill accordingly. | And point this reſolution to 


ing the 
3 edintely publiſhed in all the 3 
4 — . the council-books of the ſaid burgh, by 
o” ALEXANDER Saws, Clerk, 


MAGISTRATES AND common. ox. ARBROATH, 


 drbriath, January 25, 5 5 
-WE-the Magiſtrates and Councit- of this bargh, 


having. 
met, to take under our conſideration, . . 


t into parliament ſbr re the 
—— Ne 3 
don af granting ſuch —_ the move enemies " 2 


baff 


hay 
* * 
„ 43 
„ 
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perſecution 
all our fellou- ſubjecta, of whatever denomiria- 
tion, were relieved- of every legal hardſhip reſpecting their 


all Proteſtant countries, who value their religion and heck? | 
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happy conſtitution. ' The popiſh tenets being ſo g 
rep ant to the word of God, and ſo ant with cruel-. 
"favourable to tyranny," and ſo fraught with errors, 
t at we cannot but its that neceflary caution and zeal, 
which the hiſtory { ages but too much juſtiſies. The 
inhuman cruelties 2 nd ploothed which our worthy anceſtors: 
laboured under, can never be obliterated in the memory of 
their deſcendants. Therefore, wich æ view to avoid 
lar and ſuch horrid events, we have drawn up petitions to both 
houſes of parliament, praying that ſuch a bill may not he al- 
loweck to paſs into a-lhw; and tranſmitted ſaid —— to 
Adam Drummond, Eſq; our repreſentative, to be preſented 
him, in caſe the bi f ſhould be brought in. We have 
iſe thought proper to order that a ſubſeription a0 be 
5 that Os inhabitants of this burgh may join their- 
mite, for defraying part of the charges that neceſſarily muſt 
be incurred, in carrying forward their oppoſition to · the above. 
bill; and ordered that theſe our ſentiments and reſolutidng 
may, be printed in the Edinburgh news- papers. 


BN AUCHTERLONY, Proveft. 
\MES/BENNY, Baile. 


CHaRrLEs ALLAN, Bailie. 


"Midna of the Guild-brethren: and fraternity of Sea- 
men; they unanimouſly concurred: in the above ſentiments 


of the berth and council. 
Wan  RoptxT Wilkie, Dean of Guild, 


"ond . to the fraternity of” Seamen. 


| KIRKSESSION or TONGUE. / 


Kirk of Tongue, Jan. 25. 1779. 

THE Eirk- ſeſſion of this place, taking into their ſerious 
conſideration, the general alarm among the people they re- 
- preſent, (as well as in other places of Scotland where 13 
is not A as matter of indifference) occafioned by a re- 
E of a bill being — to be 2 13 

* ng, the tutes a in No ri- 
— Rs 00 be i d to their conſci- 
ences, and the great intereſts of religion, i — did not teſ- 
tify againſt a procedure ſo fraught with con — obvi- 
ouſly dangerous to our happy conſtitution of church 
and ſtate. They cannot prevail upon themſelves to believe 
that Popery is become, in theſe days of refinement, ſo mo- 
derate and charitable, as to do thoſe who diſſent from it no 


W while it continues a religion. whaſe-chiet-fupptrts are 
n 


— 
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Jpiritual. ignorance, power, intolerable pride, and in- 
_ avarice. The ing and cruel ſpirit of Popery, 
when it prevailed. without controul, cannot be yet forget by 
the ſons of thoſe brave and pious parents who *© reſiſted un- 
« to blood, rather than worthip God idolatrouſly, and ac- 
quieſce-in doctrines repugnant to the holy ſcriptures, contrar 
to common. ſenſe, ſubverſive of civil government, and again 
the natural rights af mankind. ., The ſeveral efforts made by 
a popiſh Pretender, {i by arbitrary popiſh powers, to 
Alienate the affections of the people of Great Britain from the 
preſent, reigning family, the. illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, 
and dethrone them, are {till freſh inaheqoingact cnray hens. 
2 the glorious Revolution and the Hanoverian ſucceſſion; in 
upport of whoſe. right, many in this and the adjacent pa- 
ithes, in 1745, riſked their all; and to whole intereſt they 
are {till moſt ſincerely attached. The ſeſſion cannot help re- 
greting, that any encroachment on their privileges ſhould be 
attempted, that might tend to ſhake their loyalty, or weaken 
the hands of their teachers in,recommending it, apprehenſive 
of ſuch. fatal canſequences ſhould he bill in contemplation 
take place. The ſeſſion have reſolved to concur with every 
ſociety in Scot land, that entertain the ſame ſentiments as to 
the propoſed repeal, in taking every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure in their power to oppoſe itz and appointed this re- 
ſolution to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh news- papers. 
23 | Zetractad )))) 
ALEXANDER" SA, eff CA. 


ASSOCIATE CONGREGATION os MUCKART: 


/ — . RITI 
THE Aſſociate Congregation of Muckart having met, 
with a view to deliberate what might . be. proper for them to 
do in the preſent ſituation of affairs, and . — made choice 
of the Rev. Mr. William Mair for preſes, they agreed to 

make the declaration which follows: e, eee 
The ſaid/congregation conſidering with pleaſure, that fo 
many in this land have teſtified their oppoſition to the intend- 
ed repeal of ſeveral penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, do cheer» 
fally and n reſobve to condur with their country- 
men and fellow - ſubjects In oppoſing the ſaid repeal, by all 
legal and regular Wa: Ry in contributing their ſhare of 
what money may be needful for ing on oppoſition. 
Love to their country, to their liberty, 2. to heit 055 As 
Nell as a facred regard to their religion as Chriſtians and Pro- 
| teſtants, 
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- teſtants,” oblige them to declare their ſentiments upon this 
vecaſion. They remember with gratitude, that has, in 
His pracious providen e, not only delivered this natien from 


tions of Poperyj at the Reformation; but that he has 'alſo 
often preſerved the Proteſtant religion among us when in 
t 1 of being ruined, by che ſubtile conſpiracies of - 
Papiſts; eſpecially at the memorable Revolution. They con- 
ader chemſelves and the land as ſolemnly engaged againſt 
Popery; ard rejoice that the providence. of God has placed 
the illoftrious family' of Hanover uren — gur. 
dians of the Proteſtant intereſt. An 


They cannot believe that Pepe (\whatover they may may pre 
— or even ſwear) will ever fincerely approve 


D Which 4 papel king was addy, hey 22 
in the poprth 2. Revolution, the great deſign 
of which was the Nen — that Proteſtant religion, Which 
Pa ſts have never failed to perſecute, when it was" in their 
r to do ſs; They cannot believe that 8 while 
they maintain the ſame wicked principles as formerly, will 
prove leſs dangerous mentbers of ſociety, or pay any more 
| 775 8 their moſt ſoletwn wats; than they did in the days 
"our BY 
Phe: id 60 fas coupon do do thetefors tus petlicly declare, 
: of the Proteſtant religion, the 
ow — of — country, and the ſucceſſion of the 
illoſtrious famity of Hanover: and as the greateſt part of the 
congregation have not as yet had an opportunity of joining 
in the © ion to the ſaid repeal with their countrymen 
in any of the pariſhes, towns, or ſhires, who have met for 
that purpoſe: They hope the public will not judge their 
meeting and declating their ſentiments in this manner as a 
© uniſeaſonable; eſpecially as many are afraid that 
the proper time for TOUR that intended r 8 ſoon 
be over 15 a 125 Freu. 


sociErr or Dia FERENT. " Mk OHANICS: IN aur 
ABOUT: EDINBURGH. enen 


0 Eels Portfburghy zuuu 25. 1750. 

4 THE Say of different Mechanics in and about Edin- 
burgh wet, and taking into their moſt ſerious conſideratlon, 
the awful and pernicious conſequences which muſt neceffari 

attend a repeal of the penal — Popery, ſho 

"fach's repeal-be extended d —— - 

2 tutes, 
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2 ˙ rs ps er on 
to the religion and liberties of the na» 
tion; being y eontrary to the . and the 
Revolution fettlement in the Proteſtant ſueceſſion, and a ma- 
nifeſt infringement of an eſſential artiole of the Union, and 
n theit opinion) oppoſite to his Myjefty's coronation oath. 
— do therefore, unanimouſly agree to give countenance 
and encburagement to all incorporations and ſocieties, in join- 
ing witk their Proteſtant buethfen in Edinburgh, — 4 
the kingdom, Who ſhall, in a lawful und 
oppoſe the paſſing of ſuch a bill into a laws At — 
5 hereby give this public declaration, thrthey withwell 


wo his preſent Majoty's perſon and family. x Tag 
IP wrote miner, by © A uin 
ee .: GrorGE TluFe L646, "hes | * 


xeOnpORATION 4 6 BAKERS in PORTS- 
3 AND POTTERROW.,, 


 » > - Pottertone, "January 25. MCs 

THE. Incorporation of Bakers of Portſburgh and Pot- 
terrow, having taken into their conſideration, a bill intended 
to be brought into 8 the repeal of the penal 
ſtatutes * Papiſts, are of opinion, that the ſame ought 
AE hp tp 7 ofed, by every legal and conſtitutional 

method: tenets bein nfo rr 2 
the word at 634 110 nt with cruelty, ſo 
tyranny, ſo productive error, ſo ſubverſive of all = 9. 
amongſt men, we cannot help approving that caution and 
zeal, which the hiſtory of paſt ages but too much juſtifies. 
The itiuinan cruelties; op reſſions, and bloodſhed, which 
diſtreſſed our worthy anceftots, can never be forgotten, or 
obliterated in the memories of their deſcendants; and, in 
. order to avoid ſimilar evils, we heartily concur with 
other body, or ſociety of men, in this part of the united 
kingdom, in purſuing every legal, prudent, and conſtitutional 
- meaſure, to prevent the ſaid repeal, and contribute thereto. 
GrorGE TUuRNBULL, Deacon. 


a mconron Af "TRADES - 0 'CALTON. 


| A Q! Coden, umu 26. 1779. 
a THE Inco rated Trades of Cn, ev of a nu- 
merous body, being met, and * — 
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_ ecede@ to conſider of the preſent prenailing alarm, of a bill 


ing the preſent ſeſſion of parliament, for r 
e gin Pops e Vatted, 4 was core. Ne 7165 


— 


intended to be brought into parliament, for repealing the 
penal ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland; when 
they were unanimouſly of opinion. that ſuch a repeal would 
be of the moſt dangerous conſequences, and tend to diſturb 
this part of the united kingdom, in the enjoyment of their 
preſent happy conſtitution. They apprehend, that they 
would be wanting of loyalty to their „love for their 
country, void of attachment to the Proteſtant religion, and 


| their duty 10/Gagd, were they to keep filence on this accaſion: 


They /therefope, take this opportunity, of teſtifying their 
Hearty conc ce, to oppoſe the paſſing of ſaid bill, = every 
legal and conſtitutional meaſure, along with other incorpora- 
tions and ſocieties z and appoint their preſes to ſubſcribe for 
their proportion of expences. 

 Entratted OTE: the records of ſaid incorporated n by 


WILLIAM Forpes, erl. | 


44 G 


1x CORPORATION ox SHOEMAKERS iy 
n „ar 


— January 25. 1779. 


l 


"THE Incorporation of Shoemakers in Canongate, having 


DE paul and taking into their ſerious confiderationy the un- 
happy conſequences which m J. reſult 7 a repeal of the 
7 75 ſtatutes 9 force © nga ' were the 
bill intended to be brought into par Wal for that end, to 
into a law; they think it their incumbent duty, by their 
— of admiſſion, to RE, and defend the religion pre- 
{ently eſtabliſhed by law, in this of our united Lingdoat. 
They therefore unanimouſly r olye, to concur with the o- 
ther ſocieties in this place, in taking every legal ſtep for op- 
_poling the ſaid bill; and are willing to contribute a part of 
he's e which may ſeem needful for that purpoſe. 
0 r 2 Tnouas W Deacon. 


KIRK-SESSION or ATR. 


Ayr, January 25. 1779. 
IHE. Miniſters and Kirk-ſeſſion of Ayr, taking into their 
ſerious conſideration, a prevailing report which ſeems to be 
too well founded, concerning a deſign to bring in a 1 — 


Pe j * ; , * 9 
* 
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non in England and Ireland ; and being ve of the 
very hurtful conſequences, likely to enſue upon ſuch a dan- 
gerous innovation, if the ſaid bill ſnould paſs into a law, with. 
reſpe& to the Proteſtant intereſt in general, the religion, 
morals, liberties, -and peace of the people of this country, 
the ſecurity of our happy conſtitution in church and ſtate, 


and the Proteſtant fucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe of Has 


nover, they do therefore, think themfelves called.upon at this 
juncture, by love and loyalty to their Sovereign, and by a 
deſire to preſerve inviolate the precious privileges, ſo happi 

Iy enjoyed by this nation ever ſince the Revolution, to teſtify, 
in concurrence with their other Proteſtant brethren in this. 
part of the united kingdom, and particularly with the ma- 
giſtrates and council of this borough, joined by almoſt the 
whole people of this pariſh, and they do accordingly - teſtify 
cheir utter diſapprobation of the forefaid intended repeal, 


and their reſolution to oppoſe it, by every legal and conſti- 


tutional method in their power: And they appoint” their 
clerk to tranſmit this their reſolution to be publiſhed in the 


news-papers, for the information of all concerned. | 
Wꝛ.ꝭ́IAx Rov1son, Sg. Clerk. 


DirrexexT SOCIETIES wm CAMPBELTOUN- 
Campbelteun, Fanuavy 25. 1779. 


THESE different Societies in Campbeltoun, viz. The 
Hammermen, Coopers, Shoemakers, Weavers, Taylors, 


Wrights, and Gardeners, being highly ſenfible of the 7 
a re- 


effects reſulting from the penal ſtatutes againſt Popery, 
in the reign of William and Mary, and dreading, that a 
peal of faid ſtatutes would be attended with the moſt unhap- 
py conſequences to the inhabitants of North Britain :—As 
ereby the Popiſh religion, with all its tenets will be intro- 
duced, many of which tenets, are not only impious and ab- 
furd in themſelves, but inconſiſtent with religion and com- 
mon ſenſe, — ſubverſive of the civil and religious rights of 
mankind, inimical to the Proteſtant religion, and our happy 
conſtitution ; and which, if the clergy of faid church had 
power, they would enforce upon men's conſciences, with fire 
and faggot, and every engine of torture. —By the repeal of 
theſe ſtatutes, Jeſuits alſo will be allowed to ſettle amongſt 
us, and diſſeminate their wicked and murdering principles. 
— Jeſuits who are abominated; and have EIN by 
the pope himſelf, as enemies to all good order govern» 
ment, as well as friends to ſedition and bloodſhed. _- | 


<< 


| 
| 


* 
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hearing that a bill is to be brought into parliament, 
for repealing theſe ſtatutes, from which innumerable. hurt- 
ful conſequences, not at preſent to be foreſeen will follow: 
Theſe ſocieties in Campbeltoun, take this opportunity of 
bong their diſapprobation. of ſuch a meaſure, alſo their 
ution of joining with other Proteſtant ſocieties in 
Scotland, either in preſenting petitions to ſtop its bei 
hs into parliament, or in taking every proper and le 
method, to oppoſe it when brought in, ſo as to owns 3 
being paſt into a law. | 
alſo declare their willingneſs to raiſe Money, according 
0 their abilities, for, edefraying the expences neceſſary for a 
vigorous oppoſition 3 "hoping that when his. Majeſty ſhall ſee 
the ſpirit of the nation, and their oppoſition to a repeal of ſaid 
ſtatutes againſt Popery, he, as the indulgent parent of his peo- 
ple will be diſpoſed to refuſe his royal aſſent to a bill, which 
viſibly will be attended with not a few, but many hurtful con · 
fequences, to the beſt of intereſts, of his moſt dutiful and 
ſubjects in North Britain. 
eſe ſocieties, at the ſame time, appointed 2 commitieg 
of their number, to correſpond with-the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence at Edinbur rgh cr Glaſgow, and order this — 
reſalution to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh and Glaſ 
news- papers. Signed at Campbeltoun by 3 ommittes ba 
each of thoſe ſocieties. . _ 
eee by 1 
Vi es 918 Janzs bartl. ike 


8 


UNITED TRADESMEN IN THE. TOWN oy 
RIS MING: CE 


* Kilwinning, 73 25. 1779. 
WE the ed Tradeſmen in the Town of Kilwi 
at a general meeting for that purpoſe, taking under o 
rious — ys Gat foread oo pe weaker, by 
attem t at, in t e event, ma ect t 
— theſe kingdoms, — reſult ham Mae — 
the propagation of the Roman Catholic reli one he the dreadful 
effects of the influence of which hath been 2 felt, by 
ſuch vaſt numbers of our Proteſtant predeceſſors, in this, - 
well as other kingdoms and ſtates — and of which 
per our brethren, even at preſent under popiſh powers, 
ſenfible. As the — and complex ſyſtem there · 
dh, are calculated, as we apprehend, not o y for lubjugating 
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olif intellectual powers, but alſo to a dominion over our 1232 
ſons and properties without controul. Penetrated with ſuch 
fears, may we not, like the dumb child, be permitted to cry 
out under the apprehenſion of danger to a parent country, 
and 'exprefs our hearty concurrence with the greateſt part 
of our fellow - ſubjects in this part of the united kingdom, in 
oppoſing, by every legal and conſtitutional mean, any efforts 
that may be attempted to introduce à law, for encouraging 
the propagation of principles under the name of the Chriſtian 
religion, ſo repugnant to our exiſtence as men, or loyal ſub- 
jects to the beſt of kings, and an inviolable attachment to 
his illuſtrious houſe, under whom, and from whom, the wiſ- 
dom, magnanimity, and moſt arduous enterpriſe of a virtuous. | 
; anceſtry, by the many and fignal interpoſitions of divine pro- 
vidence, are derived to us their deſcendants, theſe bleſhngs. 
of liberty and quiet ſo long experienced; notwithſtanding. 
of the malevolence of a diſcontented party, and their various 
efforts which now appear to be ſhifted from the moſt enor- 
mous violence to the more alluring inſinuations of ſpecious 
pretences. But have we not heard of crocodile tears, or the 
effects of many treacheries and cruelties exemplified, ſhock- 
ing to hear or relate, * * and of the boaſted infalli- 
bility and ſtability of the nature of Popery? Will not the 
ſenſe of ſelf-preſervation, at leaſt, prevent our being lulled; 
and may not liberality and benevolence of mind and conduct, 
the glory of the true Chriſtian, become ſtill more conſpicu- 
- ous,” although attentive to one of the ſtrongeſt impulſes in 
all animated being??? blase a 2 

Nor can we refrain, though with a feeble voice, impor- 
tuning in the moſt pathetic manner, the land-holders of our 
country, and others our ſuperiors, as the guardians of both 
their and our liberties and intereſts, that they will be pleaſed to 
advert, and ſeriouſly conſider, whether their private, as well 
as the Proteſtant intereſt, may not become affected ; humbly 
ſubmitting to their review, whether power is not connected 
with property, and whether great and fatal events have not 
originated from ſmall beginnings, as naturally as the ſtatelieſt 
fassen ener ee COYLE LIE AE 

Neither can we omit expreſſing our moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgements to the truly patriotic freeholders of the county of 
Dumfries, who have acquitted themfelves in ſuch a conjunc- 
ture, as well as to ſuch, other gentlemen in dignified office 
and truſt, as are ſaid to have refuſed their countenance to 
the introducing or ſupporting a dreaded bill in their afſembly.. 
And have agreed, that * foregoing be ſubſcribed in gur 


name, 
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name, by our box - maſter, and afterwards publiſhed. in the- 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow news-papers. | | 
N boat  TrHoMAs GARLAND, Box-maſter... 


ASSOLCIATE SESSION or BALFRON/ 


21 Ballachairn, January 25. 1779. 
THE Aſſociate Seſſion of Balfron, met and conſtitute, 
took undtr their conſideration, the alarming accounts of a 
bill, ſaid to be ready to be brought into this preſent ſeſſion 
of parliament, for . a repeal of the penal ſtatutes a- 
gainſt Papiſts in Scotland, did unanimouſly affirm, that they 
meant no evil againſt the perſons nor effects of Papiſts; 
yet they beg leave to declare their utter abhorrence of the 
of the above penal ſtatutes, becauſe ſuch a repeal would 
open a ſluice for the inundation of Popery; which, in many 
of its articles, is diametrically oppoſite to divine evelation, 
and its ſyſtem of morality is ſubverſive of all civil ſociety; and, 
on theſe and other weighty accounts, hath been condemned, 
and ſolemnly covenanted againſt by our worthy anceſtors. And 
we hold ourſelves obliged by the authority of God, and our 
duty to- him, to our King and country, to ourſelves and our 
poſterity, to ſtand forth with our Proteſtant brethren, and by 
all legal means to oppoſe à toleration of ſuch nefarious prin- 
ciples, which threaten the ruin of our beſt intereſts facred 
and civil; and manifeſtly tend to eorrupt this, and the riſing 
eration, in their principles, religious and moral; and th 
are perſuaded that ſuch a bill, ſhould it pafs into a law, wilt 
tend to cool and alienate the hearts and affections of many of 
his · Majeſty's beſt and moſt affectionate ſubjects, who highly 
regard the illuſtrious family of Hanover. In fine, they de- 
elare, that the above is alſo the judgment of the whole of 
ehis congregation, whom they here repreſent. KY” 
Signed in the name of the ſeſſion, by | 
J. MiTcatt, Moderator. 


INHABITANTS or Tus PARISH er LECROPT.- 


Ws Leeropt, January 25. 1779. 
We the Inhabitants of the'pariſh of Lecropt, being aſſem- 
bled, and taking into our ſerious conſideration the dangerous 
tendency to which our civil and religious liberties would be 
expoſed, ſhould a repeal of the penal ſtatutes in Scotland 
againſt Popery take place, do therefore unanimouſly reſolve 
ä to 
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o oppoſe ſuch repeal by every legal and conſtitutional mea- 

* for. that Ar 0 Jag und the pariſh of St. Ni- 

nians, and to contribute a neceſſary ſhare of the expence in 
carrying on the oppoſition. t ' | 

Signed in our name and preſence, and at our deſire, by + 

| Ja. RoBERT$SON gf Greenyards, Preſes. 


 PARISHIONERS or GLENCROSS. 


| | Glencroſs-Kirk, January 25. 1779. 
THE which day the Pariſhioners of Glencroſs met, to 
take into their ſerious conſideration, the repeal of the laws 
againſt Popery, which has taken place in England and Ire- 
land, and is propoſed to be extended to Scotland. They are 
apprehenſive, that ſuch r will be attended with dange- 
rous conſequences to the intereſts of ſociety, the peace of 
the country, and the Proteſtant religion now happily eſta- 
bliſhed by law, as it is an avowed principle of Papitts, to 
keep no faith with thoſe whom they account Heretics, and 
as they look upon all mankind as ſuch, who are not of the 
ſame religious commmnion with themſelves ; beſides, the 
faid pariſhioners are heartily inclined to uſe all lawful endea- 
vous for retaining the moſt valuable rights and privileges 
which they enjoy as men and as Chriſtians, and which have 
been — to them by their forefathers, at the expence 
of much blood and treaſure : For thefe, and many other rea» 
ſons which might be mentioned, they are againſt any altera · 
tion of the laws as they now ſtand, and will cheerfully con- 
tribute, according to their ability, for maintaining them in 
full force 2 if ſubſcriptions are required for this 
purpoſe. And order this their unanimous reſolution, to be 
publiſhed in the Edinburgh news- papers. | ; 
| Signed at the defire, and in preſence of the pariſhioners, by 


Jamzts TAYLOR, Preſes. 


INHABITANTS or Tur PARISH or TIL 
* LICOULTRY. | 


Kirk of Tillicoultry, January 25. 1779. 

THE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Tillicoultry in the coun- 
ty of Clackmanan, all well affected to his Majeſty's perſon 
and government, met this day, in conſequence of the alarm- 
ing report, which univerſally prevails, that a bill is ſoon to 
de brought into parliament, to repeal the penal laws _ in 
orce 
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force againſt Roman Catholics in this of the united 
kingdom. They are conſcious, on the LB accafion, of 
their own want of importance, and of the ſmall influence 
which their opinion will have ;—yet they think they would 
be deficient in duty to themſelves, their poſterity, their coun- 
try, their king, and to the Almighty himſelf, were they not 
to declare their ſentiments in oppoſition to the intended 


repeal. | 

— penal laws againſt Papiſts, they conſider, as one of the 
ſtrongeſt ſupports under God, of the Proteſtant cauſe, and 
the ſureſt barrier which the wiſdom of their forefathers 
could deviſe to prevent the dangerous encroachments of the 
moe religion. The repealing of theſe muſt naturally tend 
to promote the growth of that intolerant, perſecuting ſuper- 
ſtition, whoſe principles they deteſt, as Antichriſtian, idola- 
trous, and adverſe to the civil and religious rights of man- 
kind, and whoſe baſis is heck: of the truth and error. 
To allow popith prieſts and ſeſuits, and other emiſſaries of 
the church of Rome, publicly to propagate their pernicious 
tenets, and to have the direction of the education of youth, 
whoſe minds may be eaſily tajnted, <> apprehend is replete 
with danger, in every reſpect, to the ſpiritual and temporal 
intereſts of this kingdom. The repealing of the penal laws, 
which prevent Papiſts from acquiring heritable rights, by 

rchaſe'or ſucceſſion, may, in the courſe of a few years, 

ring much of the property of Scotland into their hands; 
and, conſequently, much influence and power : And who, 
that wiſhes well to our preſent civil and eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
bliſhment, can be ſo credulous as imagine, that theſe will 
be employed by Papiſts to the advantage of the Proteſtant 
cauſe, or of a 3 and royal family which are not 
Roman Catholic. 3 
The members of this meeting, are therefore unanimouſly 
© defirous, that no repeal of the penal laws againſt Papiſts may 
take place; and are willing to join with other 'more * 
able bodies, particularly the _ for Propagating i- 
ſtian Knowledge, and the friends of the Proteſtant intereſt, 
at Edinburgh, in adopting ſuch legal and conſtitutional me- 
thods, as may be thought proper to prevent any repeal: They 
will alſo contribute, as far as their abilities will permit, to- 
wards defraying the expence, that may be incurred in the 
execution of this pious and laudable deſign. 


WIiII IAM OsBorn, Preſes. . 


e 
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a or THE PARISH or alva. 


: Aua, January 25. 1779. 
THE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Alva, met this day for 
the purpoſe of ex caprating their ſentiments with regard to the 
poſed repeal of the laws of this country relating to Popery : 
1 inconſiderable they may be in number, yet, on this 
occaſion, they feel an inclination no leſs ardent than that of 
their brethren, who are members of larger ſocieties, to de- 
glare their diſapprobation of the alterations intended to de 
made of the penal ſtatutes againlt the growth and increaſe of 
Po 
They look back with aſtoniſhment and veneration, on the 
piety, the wiſdom and fortitude of their fathers, who bravely 
encountered every danger, withſtood every infidious attempt, 
and never quitted the imphntant conteſt, tall their religious 
and civil privileges were ſecured by the wiſeſt and moſt falu- 
5 laws. And they think, wauld but ill approve 
themſelves as the deſcendants of thoſe worthy: fathers, if 
wy did not expreſs a becoming concern for the preſervation 
continuance of thoſe rights, which they muſt ever hold 
as ſacred and inviolable. 


Th are ſo fully perſuaded of the dangerous tendency of 
the ſpirit of Popery, that they have the ſtrongeſt a * wart 
fions, it would till break forth in all its horrors, d thoſe 
laws which were framed with the wiſeſt precaution, and wy 
der the immediate feeling of its dreadful efforts, be 

Under. thoſe impreſſions, and influenced by the 
meine they are led cordially tp unite with all-the 

of the Prote 5 in adopting every lawful and con- 
ſtitutional meaſure, that may be thought neceſſary to prevent 
the repeal of thoſe laws, which, though at no time executed 
with rigour, have been hitherto the beſt ſecurity againſt the 
increaſe and ſpread of the pernicious and deteſtable e, 
of the popiſh religion. 

And they order this their reſolution to be publiſhed in the 
Edinburgh news-papers, and likewiſe a letter to be written 
to the Committee of Correſpondence at Edinburgh, requeſt- 
ing that they may be permitted to join with the.Society-for 
— the Proteſtant intereſt, in oppoſing the intended 


ill in favour of Popery; at the ſame time eng to con- 
ris. their proportion of the expence for that 


purpo 


GEORGE Nenn, * 


* 


14 DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, 8. 


ERITORS UD HEADS or FAMILIES, Er. i 
ru PARTSHES'or KILMADOCK D EIN. 
"CARDINE../. he þ 


F Daun, January 25. 1779. 
IIS day a great number of people, Heritors, Heads of 
Families, and others, of different denominations, in the pa- 
riſhes of Kilmadock and Kincardine, in the county of Perth, 
well affected to his Majeſty's perſon and government, met, 
juſtly alarmed at the report, that a repeal of the laws againſt 
Popery was like to take place, and, conſidering themſelves 
as called upon, in the hour of danger, to join the ſocieties 
and pariſhes in Scotland, to offer their opinion upon the 
propoſed alteration of the preſent laws. N 
ka. We are fully perſuaded, hat the paſſing of the ſaid 
bill into a law will be exceedingly diſhonouring to God, 
which ſhould affect us more than the ſhedding of the warm- 
eſt blood in our veins. If the Papiſts are allowed to erect 
places of public worſhip, will not the name of God be openly 
by adoring the conſecrated wafer as a God, and 

y offering it up to God as a ſacrifice for the ſins of the 
quick and dead, and by praying to angels and ſaints departed, 
which is an act of worſhip due to God only ? | 
Ado. The paſſing of ſaid bill into a law will greatly endan- 
r our religious privileges. It is one of our religious privi- 
eges, that we may read the holy ſcriptures, which are able 
to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. It is another of theſe pri- 
vileges, that the goſpel is preached to us in its purity bythe 
meſſengers of Chriſt. But if Papiſts = to purchaſe 
landed eſtates, and to erect public ſchools for the education 
of youth, their numbers in Scotland may ſoon exceed the 
number of Proteſtants; they may get the reins of civil go- 
vernment into their hands; and then our religious privileges 
are at an end. In this caſe they would impoſe upon us, under 
the pain of impriſonment, baniſhment, and death, their 
blaſphemous maſs-book, and the bloody decrees of the 
council of Trent, as the rule of our duty, inſtead of the 
holy oracles. They would impoſe upon us, as teachers, the 
ignorant and lazy herd of monks, friars, ſuffragants, dioceſan 
biſhops, archbiſhops, &c. with the pope at their head, in- 
Read of the faithful and laborious miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ztio. The paſſing of the bill into a law will endanger the 
natural and ciyil liberties of the nation. Popery is not only 
an antiſcriptural ſyſtem of religion, but likewiſe a wicked 
iracy againſt the natural and civil rights of mankind ; 
Therefore 
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Therefore oppoſition to the increaſe of it is mere ſelf-defence 
for Papiſts call us heretics, and ſay that we, as ſuch, deſerve 
nothing but temporary flames in this world, and the fire that 
will never be quenched in the next. Popery is a bloody religion, 
and therefore ought not to be ſupported by making laws in 
its favour. The pope writes his laws in blood, wherever he 
erects his throne; witneſs the maſſacres at Paris and Ireland, 
in each of which the blood of many thoufand Proteſtants was 
ſhed in one nigh llt. 5 „ne 
410. The paſſing of the ſaid bill, we are afraid, will be 
very hurtful to our preſent gracious Sovereign, whoſe perſon, 
honour, and government, we are ready to ſupport and deſend 
with our lives and eſtates. We have reaſon to dread, that the 
paſſing of the ſaid bill may be hurtful to his Majeſty's intereſt, 
as tending to alienate the hearts of the moſt part of his loyal 
fubjects from him in Scotland. 5 „ 
5 to. The paſſing ſaid bill into a law will be directly oppo- 
ſite to the fundamental principles of the conſtitution of this 
kingdom, both in church and ſtate; for it will be a direct 
violation of the articles of the Union between Scotland and 
England; for in the act, ratifying that Union, not only is a 
the Confeſſion of Faith and Preſbyterian church-government 
in Scotland ratified, but alſo all laws and acts of parliam 
againſt: Popery and Papiſts are confirmed, oo 
For theſe reaſons we reſolve to concur with other pariſhes 
and ſocieties, in oppoſing the bill by all legal and conſtitutional 
methods; and hereby declare, that we are heartily willing to 
bear a proportional ſhare of the expence in ng the tai 
bill; and agree, that this our reſolution be publiſhed in the 
n 7˖ pe ſigned in our name by the preſes 
and er. f iq - TX.  $464- $944) 
va lid . | _ Jonn SMITH,” Preſe + 
= OLE WILL. Lou, Cl. 
INHABITANTS axp KIRK-SESSION' o 
| THE, PARISH os MAIN S. 


"WF ef, Mains, January 25. 1779. 

THE Kirk: ſeſſion, and the inhabitants of the Pariſh of 

Mains having met, and taking into their ſexious conſideration . 
the certain information received, That there is an immediate 

deſign to bring a bill into parliament, for repealing the penal 
laws againſt Popery in Scotland, were unanimouſly of . opi- 

nion, that ſuch repeal would be productive of the moſt dire - 

ful effects to our civil and religious rights and i 

a N . h. 7 
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| r and fo wiſely ſecured by our: worthy an- 
ceſtors. therefore, as hearty friends to thie 

| conſtitution, join with other 7 es and ſocieties in Scot- 

land, in every meaſure judged proper for preventing it; and 

appoint this to C 

A 


wot  CARLUKE. — ers "IF 4 * 


* Cartuke; January 15. 8 
3 E aden of We desde e the pulptt, many 
Heritors and Heads of Families; with the er elders, 
mer here this day, to conſider of the propriety of opp 
tke repeal of the foreſaid penal laws, al er mature an 


full deliberation upon the abject, the meet) Ln 
approved of the conduct and ſentiments of the 

ed the minute of ſeſſion of the 18th inſtant, 
expreſſion of the meetings approbation of it, to be poblifies 


in ths mews-papers; 
Hf E Scorr, ce 


Lern 


. N PARISH o CARLUKE. 


| # 26:6 Carluke, January 26, 15 
1 in the pariſi f 
. Carluke/and: county of any hereunto ſubſcribing, taking 
into their conſideration, the conſequences; likely to enſue 
from the repeal of the — ſtatutes againſt Papiſts,»popiſh 
prieſts and Jeſuits, Ar. think it their indiſpenſible duty, 
as Proteſtants; and as well-wiſhers to their King and coun- 
— to oppoſe, by every legal meaſure, the extending of ſaid 
repeal to Scotland. For this pur poſe they will. 

join with their fellow Proteſtants, in contributing a 
tion of whatever expetice may be found neceſſury. | 

they are humbly of opinion, that to oppoſe,” by council,” 2 

miniſterial bill, or a bill ſupported by miniſterial influence, 
E 

away; ly, when they are fil many p 

. penſfoners, the repreteatatives,” not of ET” 

| Perhaps; i ro it may e Kira time, till ai ro ooo 1 


more formidabl e powers to ſup it. But the . 
4 will 3 nds to be ar pecer its 
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full eſtabliſhment. And wherever this religion is eſtabliſhed, 
liberty is baniſhed. We are far from ſaying that the eſta- 
bliſhment thereof is immediately intended. 'To walk flowly 
is to walk ſecurely. But we are certainly authorized to ſay, 
that from the palling of the Quebec bill to the preſent hour, 
the encouraging and tolerating this bloody religion ſeems to 
be the only conſiſtent, and (we obſerve it with pain) the _ 
ſucceſsful meaſure which the preſent miniſtry have adopted. 
And, perhaps, this ſingle principle may account for all that 
ſeeming weakneſs and fluctuation of councils which have ſo 
. remarkably characterized their adminiſtration. 

Great Britain hath long been conſidered as the bulwark of 
the Proteſtant cauſe. The power of her arm, and the ter- 
ror of her right arm kept the popiſh nations in awe. To 
annihilate therefore, or diminiſh her power, is giving a mor- 
tal blow to Proteſtantiſm. It fills our breaſts with indigna- 
tion, to behold a ſet of men, entruſted by their king and 
country, effectuate, in a few years, by *******, (we are at 
a loſs to give it a name) what the united force of the popiſh 
powers have attempted ſo often in vain. They have loft 
America; the Weſt Indies are in danger; trade and manu- 
factures in a ruinous ſtate; Proteſtant alliances neglected. or 
deſpiſed ; while the popiſh powers are cloſely united, and 
our internal ſafety thereby rendered very precarious z Great 
Britain become contemptible to foreign ſtates; the authority 
and faith of her parliaments deſtroyed, by enacting and re- 
pealing alternately. Nay, not fatisfied with repealing their 
own fooliſh acts, they have dared to repeal the wiſely enacted 
penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, the palladium of our eſtabliſh- 
ed religion and civil liberties; and opened in Britain an 
aſylum for Jeſuits, theſe peſts of all ſociety, expelled even 
by the moſt zealous popiſh ſovereigns. If Great Britain, for 
her manifold fins, is devoted to perdition, whether her mini- 
ſters have acted from weakneſs or deſign, her avenging angel 
could not have hit on more proper inſtruments to haſten her 
ruin. To ſeek redrefs, therefore, from a parliament, in- 
fluenced by ſuch men, will probably be in vain. 

In former times, to free us from theſe calamities, our an- 
ceſtors ſpent much blood and treaſure, and to prevent their 
poſterity from ſuffering the like, the penal laws againſt Pa- 
piſts, and the famous act of ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe 
of Hanover, Heing Proteſtant, was paſſed. | 

It is our opinion, therefore, that every fincere Proteſtant, 
and loyal ſubject, ought, with heart and hand, to join in a 
dutiful addreſs and petition to our gracious Sovereign, as 
head of the Proteſtant * praying, that his . 
3 | r 
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for the honour and ſecurity of his crown, and the peace and 
ſafety of his loyal and numerous Proteſtant ſubjects, would 
withhold his aſſent to any bill. for the repeal of: the penal 
ſtatutes aging Papiſts, though it ſhould be paſſed by both 
houſes of parliament z eſpecially, as theſe penal acts have 
never been wantonly executed. And, that, in order to 
ſtrike at the root of the evil dreaded to allay the fears of the 
petitioners, and, if poſſible, to retrjeve the ancient power of 
the nation, and the glory and ſplendour of his crown, he 
would for ever remove from his royal preſence theſe evil 
counſellors, who have involved the nation in ſuch dreadful 
calamities. And, moreover, *© that he would provide out of 
all the people, able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, 
«* hating covetouſneſs; and place ſuch at the helm of affairs, 
that ſo a confidence on his ſervants may be eſtabiſhed.. . 
| Atteſted by 


WILLIAM HARVIE. 


SOCIETY. or BOOKBINDERS. IN EDINBURGH. 


| Edinburgh, January 26. 1779. 

THE Society of Bookbinders in Edinburgh, (lately found- 
ed for the relief of the diſtreſſed members, widows and chil- 
dren) being duly met, and taking into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration, the dangerous conſequences that muſt natural- 
ly reſult from a repeal of the penal laws and ſtatutes, enacted 
againſt Popery in Scotland-at the glorious Reformation, con- 
firmed and ſettled at the happy Revolution, - were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, That any attempt to repeal theſe laws, 
is contrary to the unalterable claim of right, confirmed and. 
unalterably fixed at the Union of the two kingdoms,—to the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, the King's coronation oath, —-and 
ſubverſive of the common rights and privileges of every indi- 
vidual, both civil and religious. Animated with loyalty 
to his Majeſty's perſon and government, —to the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, — and with zeal to our happy conſtitution, by which 
art ſecured to us, the Proteſtant reformed religion, as. it is 
eontained in the word of God, and other invaluable rights 
and privileges; tranſmitted down to us by our forefathers, 
at the expence of their blood, they deteſt, and abhor the 
— 7 of the church of Rome, — her corrupt doctrines, 

perſtitious and idolatrous worſhip, perſecutions and 1 1 
cruelties, as wg not only contrary to the word of God, 
but deſtructive of all civil government, and of the peace and 


ſafety of the ſubjects; and therefore dangerous and pernicious 


. 
. 
. 
1 
L 
> 
2 
> , 
2 
5 
ö 
, 
4 
8 
0 


 VECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, S. 147 


to be tolerated in any Proteſtant ſtate ; ſeeing Papiſts are in- 
capable, by their known and avowed principles, of giving 
any ſecurity for their being peaceable ſubjefts.—-And as the 


bill, now about to be brought into parliament, for repealing 


the ſaid penal laws againſt Popery, if allowed to paſs into a 
law, has a direct tendency to introduce and tolerate the fame 
in Scotland, they agreed to join their Proteſtant brethren 
of other ſocieties, corporate and private, in this place, who 
have hired counſel, for oppoſing by all legal means, the paſ- 
ſing of ſaid bill into a law; and to contribute their proportion 
of the expences neceſſary for preventing any ſuch repeal. 
And in teſtimony hereof, they appoint this minute of their 
reſolution to be inſerted in the Edinburgh news-papers. 
| David BELL, Preſes. 
Extracted from the minutes, 3 | | 
| James Por TEovs, Clerk. 


INCORPORATION or BAKERS in CANONGATE 


Canongate, January 26. 1779. 

THE Incorporation of Bakers in Canongate, being duly 
convened for taking into conſideration the propoſed repeal 
of the penal laws preſently in force againſt Papiſts in Scot- 
land ; they did unanimouſly diſapprove of that meaſure, as 
being, in their opinion, contrary to the beſt intereſts of the 
nation in general, and may have a tendency to alienate the 
affections of his Majeſty's moſt loyal Proteſtant ſubjects in 
this part of the united kingdom, who have ſhown theme» 
ſelves willing to aſſiſt government, and to ſupport lawful au- 
thority; and, as it may increaſe diviſions in this nation, ſo 


much divided already, they confider it would be inconſiſtent 


with ſound national policy, at this eritical juncture, when 
imanimity is ſo effentially neceflary, eſpecially as the Papiſts 
have never ſuffered from theſe laws, the wiſdom of the legi- 
ſlature having only meant them as a reſtraint, but never to 
be put in execution, while they remained quiet ſubjects; and 
conſidering that this ſociety are bound, by their oath of ad- 
miſſion, as well as from real principle, to maintain the Pro- 
teſtant religion, and to reſiſt that of the Papiſts, they, 
therefore, reſolved to concur with the other incorporations 
in oppoſing faid repeal, by every conſtitutional means in 
their power, and agree to contribute their proportion of the 
expence to be incurred by ſuch oppoſition; and ordain this 
their reſolution to be inſerted in the Edinburgh news-papers. 
Extracted by | __ 
James KETTLE, Clerk. 
SO- 
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SOCIETY or JOURNEYMEN SHOEMAKERS 
= CANONGATE. 


| Canengate, January 26. 1779. 
THE Society of Journeymen Shoemakers in Canongate, 
along with their brethren of different mechanics, being con- 
vened, and taking into their ſerious conſideration the general 
report, that a bill is ſpeedily to be brought into parliament, 
for a repeal of the penal laws againſt Popery extending to 
Scotland; and being fully perſuaded that the moſt dangerous 
conſequences muſt enſue, ſhould a bill be paſſed to that ef- 
fect, as theſe ſtatutes are the only barrier againſt the growth 
of Popery and ſuperſtition in this part of the — ij 
doms, the members therefore unanimouſly reſolved, that 
they will contribute in every legal and proper method of op- 
poſing it, to the utmoſt of their power; and order this to be 
printed in the Caledonian Mercury. 


Extrafted from the minutes of the ſociety, by 
| he” Joun JARVIE, Ch. 


FRIENDLY SOCIETY or JOURNEYMEN 
SHOEMAKERS in EDINBURGH ax» 
' SUBURBS. 


BY Canongate, Fanuary 26. 1779. 
THE Friendly Society of Journeymen Shoemakers in 
Edinburgh and ſuburbs, conſiſting of fifty-ſix members, 
having met this day to conſider the tendency of, a bill pro- 
poſed to be brought into parliament, for repealing the penal 
laws againſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland; and the meet- 
ing being ſenſible of the many bad conſequences that neceſ- 
ſarily would reſult from ſuch a repeal, they unanimouſly re- 
ſolved to concur with all other corporations of this city, and 
other ſocieties in Scotland, in every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure, for preventing the ſaid bill from paſſing into a law; 
and to contribute a proportional part of the expence which 
ſuch an oppoſition may occaſion, as far as their abilities will 
allow in all points. | 
Ertracted from the minutes of the ſaid ſociety, by 
| JaMes WEBSTER, Preſes. 


” 8 or. 


- 
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*  POTTERROW SOCIETY. 


I»  Potterrow, January 26. 1779. 

THE Potterrow Society being met, and having taken in- 
to their ſerious conſideration, That a bill is in agitation to 
be braught into this ſeſſion of parliament, to repeal the penal 
ſtatutes now in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, 
made in the reign of William III. after mature deliberation 
on that ſubject, the Society did unanimouſly diſapprove of 
the intended repeal. And they take this public method of 
declaring their deteſtation and abhorrence of ſaid bill; and 
that they will willingly join with the other ſocieties and dif- 
ferent bodies of men in Scotland, in oppoſing the bill from 
paſſing into a law; and will contribute, as far as in them 
lies, a part of the neceſſary expences that may be thereby oc- 


caſioned. | 
David MARRIE, Preſes. 


SOCIETY or ST. CRIS PIN. 


Edinburgh, January 26. 1779. 

THE preſes and ſociety of St. Criſpin, conſiſting of ane 
hundred and forty members, being duly convened, to conſider 
of a bill propoſed to be brought into parliament, anent the 
repeal of certain ſtatutes againſt Popery made in ſeveral for- 
mer parliaments z and, upon mature conſideration of the caſe, 
in this moſt alarming criſis, from the hiſtory of the barbarous 
effects of the religious tenets of the Roman church, as alſo 
from the temerity of ſome of that communion ſending incen- 
diary letters tp the well-wiſhers of our happy eſtabliſhment in 
church and ſtate, encouraged, no doubt, from the hopes they 
entertain of their ſucceſs in this preſent parliament : This 
fills us with the moſt alarming apprehenſions of the danger 
impending on both, upon the account of which we unani- 
mouſly give our hearty approbation and concurrence to every 
laudable and lawful attempt to oppoſe the ſaid repeal in every 


ſtage of its appearance. | 
| | WILL. SHAW, Proeſes. 


SOCIETY or JOURNEYMEN CABINET-MAKERS 
Sc. IN AND aBouT EDINBURGH. 
| Edinburgh, January 26. 1779- 
WE the Society of Journeymen Cabinet-makers, Joiners, 
and Carvers in and about Edinburgh, being deeply —_ 
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of the bounty of heaven towards this kingdom diſplayed at 
the Reformation and at the Revolution, when deliverance 
from the-popiſh yoke was effected, a tyrannical yoke under 
which our anceſtors groaned, and many of the worthieſt of 
them were put to the moſt excruciating deaths, whilſt others 
of them were driven from houſe and home by baniſhment, or 
obliged to fly to foreign climes, leaving every worldly enjoy. 
ment, to preſerve their conſciences inviolable. ) 

And we being fully convinced, that the enacting of penal 
Jaws againſt Popery, has been a happy mean of ſtopping the 

els of the pernicious errors of the church of Rome in 
theſe lands. And as theſe penal laws have lately been re- 
pealed in our ſiſter kingdom, and thereby a door opened for 
the ſubverſion of the church and ſtate : We therefore, with 
the reſt of our countrymen, being alarmed at the da 
threatened unto this our native country, hereby chearfully 
oblige ourſelves to contribute our outmoſt efforts, in a legal 
way, with all incorporations and ſocieties in this realm, to 
oppoſe in parliament, the ſpreading of this contagion, by al- 
lowing the repeal of ſaid ſtatutes to extend to Scotland. And 
we order this intimation to be figned by our preſes, and in- 
ſerted in the public papers. 
PETER TRAILL, Preſes. 


SOCIETY or JOURNEYMEN STAYMAKERS 
IN AND ABOUT EDINBURGH. 


05 Edinburgh, January 26. 1779. 
THE Society of Journeymen Staymakers in and about Edin- 
burgh, having taken into conſideration, a bill intended to be 
brought into parliament, for the repeal of the penal ſtatutes 
againſt Papiſts in Scotland, are of opinion, that the ſame 
ought to be vigorouſly oppoſed, by every legal and conſtitu- 
tional method. The popiſh tenets being fo apparently op- 
poſite to the word of God, and directly contrary to the receiv- 
ed ſtandards of our church; their doctrines being ſo blaſ- 
phemous; their worſhip idolatrous ; their government An- 
tichriſtian, full of cruelty and tyranny; therefore, we cannot 
but be alarmed at the moſt diſtant proſpect of the repeal of 
theſe laws, which we judge the ſtrongeſt barrier againſt Po- 
Therefore, in concurrence with all other ſocieties, 
friends to the Proteſtant intereſt in this part of the united 
kingdom, we agree in purſuing every legal, prudent, and 
conſtitutional meaſure, to prevent the ſaid repeal, and con- 
tribute thereto. als Hex RTW DuNcax, Preſes., 


. | SES. 
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SESSION axd INHABITANTS ox NORTH- 
ergy L EI T H. | | 


North-Leith Church, January 26. 1779+ 


THIS day the Seſſion and. Inhabitants of the Pariſh, of 
| North-Leith met, to the amount of many hundreds, to take 
into conſideration, the too well grounded apprehenſion, which 

have reaſon to entertain, of a bill intended to be brought 
into this ſeſſion of parliament with reſpect to Scotland, for the 
repealing certain penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, | enacted by 
King William, our glorious deliverer from Popery and arbi- 
trary power, by which the people of that eſſion have 
been in a great meaſure prevented from diſſeminating their 
dangerous errors, and reſtrained from that perſecuting ſpirit, 
inſeparably connected with their principles. The ſeſſion and 
inhabitants, willing to ſhew their zeal for the preſervation and 
ſupport of that religion, for which their anceſtors ſuffered, 
and which they themſelves cannot too much value; were 
unanimouſly of opinion, that the propoſed repeal, if paſſed 
into a law, will break down the barriers cf their civil and 
religious liberty; and, conſidering the infidious and ſubtile 
arts of popiſh emiſſaries, muſt be attended with the moſt fatal 
conſequences, to the beſt intereſts of the ſubjects in this part 
of the united kingdom, they therefore determined to con- 
cur with the other ſocieties in Scotland, who have nobly 
ſtood forth on this occaſion, to maintain thoſe ſacred rights, 
ſecured to them at the Revolution, and confirmed by the 
treaty of Union; and agreed to contribute their proportion 
of what expence may be incurred in ſo laudable a defign. 
They likewiſe appointed this reſolution, to be tranſmitted to 
the bene in Edinburgh, who have embarked ſo warmly in 
this neceſſary and important buſineſs; and ordered it to be 
publiſhed in all. the Edinburgh news-papers. 


Davip Jonxs rox, Preſes. 


pORTERS IN LEIT H. 


| Leith, January 26. 1779. 
WE the Members of the Four Old Companies of Porters 
in Leith, having met, to expreſs our ſentiments of the in- 
tended. bill, for repealing the ſtatutes againſt Roman Catho- 
lics in Scotland :-We rejoice that we were bred and educated 
in the Proteſtant religion, and would wiſh to tranſmit the 
fame inviolate to our poſterity. We with all gg 4 
| | 3 


4 
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prehend, that though all fears of a Pretender are baniſhed 
and the power and influence of the Pope become feeble, 
ridiculous, and deſpicable in this country; ye we impute 
this to the wiſe and ſalutary laws made by our legiſlature 
in former times, which prevent the reſtleſs machinations of 

ns, and teachers of that religion. We expreſs our ab- 
'b ce of that tyrannical and bl religion, at the ſame 
time, that we wiſh a free toleration to every perſon profeſſin 
the Proteſtant religion in this country : Had the inten 
bill only mitigated the penal laws, which debarred ons 
from Fer to family eſtates, who, from the misfortune 
of family prejudices, have conceived an unhappy attachment 
to the Roman Catholic religion from their infancy, it might 
not, in our humble opinion, have been attended with any 
bad conſequences; but to authoriſe the public exerciſe of that 
that religion, allow Papiſts to take charge of the education of 
youth, and to purchaſe lands, muſt be fatal to the Proteſtant 
religion, and to the peace and ſecurity of this country; and 
therefore we will contribute our mite in oppoſing ſuch a bill, 
and unanimouſly agree to concur with our Proteſtant bre- 
thren, in every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, to prevent 


the ſaid repeal. a 
wn” RoßgRRT NoBLE, Box-maſter. 


Journ FERGUSON } 
ARCH. HautfL ron, Key-mafters, 


' INHABITANTS oz Tur TOWN os DUNBAR. 


1 | Dunbar, January 26.. 1779. 
THE Inhabitants of the Town of Dunbar, being juſtly alarm- 
ed at the apprehenſion of the ſtatutes againſt Popery, popiſh 
prieſts and Jeſuits, being repealed by parliament, a meeting 
of the inhabitants was called, when ſome hundreds attended; 
and, after mature deliberation, were unanimouſly of opinion, 
That the repealing of any of the laws againſt Popery and its 
adherents, is a meaſure big with deſtruction to the intereſts 
of both religious and civil liberty in this kingdom; and deep- 
ly lamenting, that a ſcheme ſo ruinous to Scotland ſhould 
have been ever ſo much as thought of; they, one and all, re- 
ſolved to oppoſe, by every method in their power, in a con- 
ſtitutional way, the countenancing and encouraging of Papiſts 
in any ſhape; and, more particularly, the repealing of any 
of the laws now in force againſt them. And appoint this 
their reſolution to be ſigned by the preſes and clerk of meet- 
ing, and inſerted in all the Edinburgh news-papers. - 

"*3 James HAMIL rox, Preſes. 
ALEXANDER SAWERsS, Clerk. 
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MAGISTRATES ax» TOWN-COUNCIL os 
FORTROSE. | 


1 5 5 Feuorireſe, January 26. 1779. 

| THE Magiſtrates and Town-Council of the Borough of | 
Fortroſe, with the entire conſent and approbation of the in- 
habitants thereof, and the miniſter and kirk-ſeſſion of the 
pariſh of Roſemarkie, full of loyalty and affection to his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon and government, and animated, with a true 
zeal for the civil and religious liberties of Britiſh ſubjects, 
think it incumbent on them, as well as others, to declare 
their ſentiments, with reſpect to the repeal of the penal ſta- 
tutes againſt Roman Catholics, at the preſent critical alarm- 
ing conjuncture. The idolatrous 3 1 Jeſuitical 
perſecuting ſpirit, and tyrannical oppreſſion of the church 
of Rome, they hold in the utmoſt abhorrence; And how- 
ever Chriſtian charity and moderation e induce them to 
put up with an 5 mul in individuals, whilſt they live 
peaceably and inoffenſively, in which caſe they have hitherto. 
remained unmoleſted ; yet, from the dear-bought experience 
of former times, marked in characters of blood, they cannot 
but entertain uneaſy apprehenſions, as to the ſad and dan- 

gerous effects that may enſue from their being favoured by 
the open countenance of law. Upon theſe conſiderations, they 
are reſolved, unanimouſly, to concur with all other ſocieties 
and communities, that, with. well to the reformed religion, 
and are friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, in adopting every 
legal meaſure to oppoſe the repeal of the ſaid penal ſtatutes, 
if any attempt ſhould be made to, extend the ſame to Scot- 
land, as is ſad to be intended. And they appoint this their 
reſolution, ſubſcribed by the miniſter and preſent magiſtrates, 
to be inſert in the Edinburgh news-papers. © | 

es ALEXANDER Woo, Mimifter. 
LEWIS Ray, 
ALEX. FALCONAR, 5 Bail ies. 
a 6 WILLIAM SMITH, x58 


' KIRK-SESSION os INVERNESS. 


E 8 Inverneſs, January 26. 1779. | 
THE Kirk-Seffion having this day met, and, after pray=. 
er, taken into their ſerious conſideration, the . propoſed re- 
peal of the penal laws in. Scotland againſt Papiſts, they 
cauſed theſe ſeveral —— be read before them. The 
* v N m- 


. conſideration the propoſal of repealing the penal ſtatutes a- 
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tolerant ſpirit of Popery, its tendency to deſtroy every 


cement of civil ſocietty, and its peculiar principles, at once 
ſhocking to reaſon, and repugnant to the truths of pure and 
undefiled religion, evidently demonſtrate, with what ſound 
policy, at the time of enactment, theſe laws were framed, 


and with what prudent zeal, for the preſervation of religious 


and civil liberty, they were dictated. From the above period 
to the preſent, experience hath taught us, how neceſſarily 


_ theſe legal reſtrictions were laid on Popery, and with what 
. . Propriety, till now, they have continued in force. Alarmed 


therefore at the intended bill, they think, themſelves bound 


in conſcience to give their unanimous diſapprobation thereof, 


and'thus publickly to declare, that, though they deteſt per- 
ſecution fe conſcience ſake, nor with to ſee the rigorous ex- 
ecution of theſe penal ſtatutes, yet if they are relaxed, they 
apprehend, that it will be productive of conſequences danger- 
ous to the eftabliſhed religion, ſubverſive of every laudable 


meaſure taken to ſuppreſs the growth of Popery, and tend 


to create in the minds of the people great diſquiet and diſſatiſ- 
faction. They agree to concur with the other ſocieties of 
their Proteſtant brethren, to oppoſe ſaid bill, by every legal 
and conſtitutional meaſure ; and appoint this their reſolution 
to be inſert the Edinburgh news-papers. | | 
: Extracted by ONS: 

| Jonx PxzarSON, Sg. Clerk. 


PARISH or EANARK. 


| Lanark, January 26. 1779. 
THE Pariſh of Lanark being this day met, and taking into 
inft Roman Catholics in Scotland, by which a legal to- 
eration of the public exerciſe of the Popiſh religion would 
be granted; —Papiſts allowed. to take charge of the education 
of youth, and enabled to purchaſe lands in this country: They 
were of opinion, that fuch a meaſure would be highly pre- 
judicial to the intereſt. of the Proteſtant religion in Scotland, 
dangerous to our conſtitution, civil and religious,—a direct 
violation of the treaty of Union between the two kingdoms, 
— inconſiſtent with his Majeſty's. honaur and intereſt, —and 
deſtructive to the peace and ſecurity of his Majeſty's beſt ſub- 
jects, who have always reverenced his illuſtrious family, and 
defended their rights in the moſt perilous times. They there- 
fore unanimouſly reſolved to give their concurrence and aſ- 


fiſtance, in every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, which _ 


"0 


| 
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be adopted to prevent the repeal of ſaid ſtatutes, and chear- 
fully to contribute according to their ability, in defraying 
whatever expence may be incurred. e 

They appoint this their reſolution, 7 — by their preſes, 
to be inſerted in the Edinburgh and Glaſgow papers, and 


London Chronicle. | | 
$266 Janes GRrar, Minifter, and Preſes, | 


ee 
8 


INHABITANTS o Tn PARISH or 
| = TORPHICHEN, - 8 


0 Torphichen, January 26. 1779. | 
THE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Torphichen, met and' 
took into their ſerious conſideration, the general report that 
a bill is intended to be brought into parliament, for repealing 
the penal laws in force in Scotland . * Roman Catholics. 8 
They heartily agree with the univerſal ſentiments of their 
countrymen, in being of opinion, that the tenets of that reli- 
gion are entirely oppoſite to the purity and fimpticity of the 
goſpel, and in their tendency ſubverſive of our civil and facred 
liberties : That a repeal of theſe laws would be a moſt direct 
violation of our happy conſtitution, and ſoon be attended Ne” 
with the moſt fatal conſequences. They therefore unani- 
mouſly reſolved to oppoſe ſaid repeal to the utmoſt of their 
power, and to concur with all the friends to the Proteſtant 
intereſt, in taking ſuch legal and conſtitutional ſteps, as ſhall 
be judged proper in conducting ſaid oppoſition, and accord- . 
ing to their abilities, ſhall chearfully contribute a proportion- 
al part of the expence. At the defire and appointment of 
the meeting, ſigned by 


James Dux, Prefer. 


'COALHEWERS 1w an» aBouT CARNTINE. 


Carntine, January 26. 1779. 

A NUMBER of Coalhewers in and about Carntine having 
met, and taken into their ſerious confideration, the alarm 

that is at preſent in the nation, or kingdom of Scotland, 

on account of a too true report of a bill coming into par- 
liament, for+tolerating Po in our land: A religion 

ſo oppoſite to Proteſtantiſin. which ought to make every true 

Proteſtant tremble at the very thoughts of it. A religion 
which hath no warrant in the word of God, but is ſtriftly 
condemned by it. A religion, alſo, condemned by ſeveral 
es acts 


i x 
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acts of parliament, eſpecially perl: ii. King Charles L at Edin- 
burgh, September 10. where all idolatrous images, pictures, 
are prohibit and forbid. But if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs for 
the relief of Popery, to the deſtruction of Proteſtants, we 
cannot but, according to the antient ſtatute afore-mentioned, 
expect to hear or ſee their idols, images, pictures, and other 
idolatrous monuments, razed, demoliſhed, aboliſhed, and 
caſt down.—Furthet, we heartily agree with the reſt of our 
Proteſtant brethren, to uſe every lawful and conſtitutional 
mean, to'oppoſe the intended bill, for the repeal of ſaid penal 
ſtatute laws. And we are ſure we are bound by the word of 
God, upon which our Proteſtant religion is founded. We 
therefore think it our indiſpenſible duty, to oppoſe Popery to 
the laſt of our power, being commanded, * to ſtand faſt in 
Aa the faith, and quit ourſelves like men.” And further, we 
declare'our willingneſs, to contribute to the utmoſt of. our a- 
bility, with other ſocieties, corporations or meetings what- 
ever, for putting a ſpeedy ſtop to the preſent feared evil. 
This we defire to be publiſhed in the Glaſgow and Edin- 
burgh news-papers. 35 Z 
TITTY Signed =y 


Tuouas Hill, Prefer. - 


INHABITANTS: os TX PARISH os COL- 
Noon | 
we add be ret Colmonell, January 26. 1779. 

A nA Number of the Inhabitants, elders, and heads 
of families, in the Pariſh of Colmonell, being met here this 
day, and taking into their ſerious conſideration, the propoſ- 
ed repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt the Roman Catholics 
in Scotland, are unanimouſly of opinion, that ſuch a mea- 
ſure would be productive of conſequences fatal to the intereſts 
of true religion in this nation, and ſubverſiye of our civil 
rights and liberties. They therefore did reſolve, that they 
would, to their ability, affiſt in oppoſing, by every lawful 
means, the repeal of theſe ſtatutes, which in long experience 
have been productive of many ſalutary, but of no bad effedts. | 

And they further reſolyed, that they would open a ſubſcrip- 
tion, if need be, for raiſing money, along with the friends 
of the Proteſtant religion in Scotland, for defray ing the ne- 
ceſſary expence, that may be incurred in oppoſing the fore- 
faid repeal. And the meeting further 8 eclare, 
that, to the beſt of their knowledge, the ſentiments above ex- 
preſſed are the ſentiments of every individual within this ex- 


tenſive 


* 
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tenſive-pariſh. And they appoint this their reſolution; to be | Mi 
_ inſerted. in the Lan Excning Courant and Glaſgow . ; 


Journal. | | 3 
In name, preſence, and by appointment of the. meeting, ſubs | 
ſcribed: by | roger 

I Jauss Mocaurit, Preſes. 


INHABITANTS oz. Tur PARISH or KIRKIN-- 
TILLOCH, 


| - -  Kirkinvillech, January 26. 1779. 

PROPER perſons having been employed to collect the 
opinions of the Inhabitants of this Pariſh, with reſpect to the 
repealing of the penal ſtatutes made againſt Papiſts in Scot- 
land; and having heard the ſentiments of each family apart, 
they find the univerſal opinion to be as follows: | 
It is univerſally believed, that it is in contemplation to 
bring a bill into parliament this ſeſſion, for repealing of the 
penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland, | 


. 


a 
d > 
* — 
; * 
e * 
9 


A lively idea of the miſeries ſuffered by our anceſtors, in 
both church and ſtate, from the intolerant and ſanguinary. . 
violence of Popery, is thereby recalled to the minds of the 
people; a. more particular attention to the peculiar doctrines 
of the church of Rome is excited; by which a fuller con- 

viction of the falſhood and immoral tendency of that idola- 
trous ſuperſtition, and of its inconſiſtency. not only witk 
Chriſtianity, - but with the moſt ſacred intereſts of every Pro- „ 
teſtant country, and with the common rights of ms. | 

is produced. The Revolution ſettlement, the treaty of 
Union, and the laws now in view to be in this country re- 

verſed, as has been done already in England and | 

have always been regarded as a neceſſary ſecurity againſt the 

admiſſion of Papiſts into the legiſlative and executive powers 

in theſe kingdoms; which circumſtance is conſidered as eſ- 

ſentially fundamental in our preſent happy conſtitution; the 

proſpect of the bill in queſtion. gives great uneaſineſs, be- 

cauſe, if it ſhall. not, when carried into, execution, be found 

entirely to, overthrow, it will at Jeaſt, ſo far invalidate this 

ſecurity, as, by conſequence, to introduce Papiſts into every 

place of power and truſt in the kingdom. | 8 
Whiltt, therefore, the people are filled with the warmeſt . 

ſentiments. of loyalty, and of affection to his Majeſty's perſon. 

and government, and are, unwilling, to entertain; a doubt of 

the propriety. of any. meaſure that may be adopted by parlia- 

ment z yet being apprehenſive of the many fatal conſequences. 


WE TR, 
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which may reſult from the repeal of the ſtatutes under conſi- 
deration, eſpecially at this critical juncture, they think it 
their duty publicly to expreſs their diſapprobation of any 
ſuch meaſure; and alſo, that they are, after the matureſt de- 
liberation, heartily willing and fully reſolved to concur with, 
and to contribute to promote, in conjunction with their loyal 
fellow- ſubjects, every legal method whereby the repeal in 
view may be — and prevented. 3 | 

The above report, authenticated by the ſubſcriptions of 
near nine hundred perſons, was made to the ſeflion of Kirkin- 


tilloch, on the 26th of January 1779, engroſſed into their 
minutes, and figned by | 
| IS WILLIAM Dun, Moderator. 


HERITORS, ELDERS, p INHABITANTS or THE 
| PARISH or GALSTON. 


| "2: 7 | Galflon, January 26. 1779. 
| WE Heritors, Elders, and People of the pariſh of Galſton, 
. convened here this day, in conſequence of an intimation 
from the pulpit on Sabbath laft, anxious for the Proteſtant 
cauſe, and the intereſt of pure and undefiled religion in this 
land, think it our duty, in this public manner, to declare to 
the world, that we hold Popery in the greateſt deteſtation, 
and would be extremely ſorry to ſec any thing done, or to be 
ſuppoſed to countenance any meaſure, that might in its con- 
ſequences tend to the ſubverſion of our beautiful and happy 
conſtitution, either of church or ſtate, We. have hitherto 
conſidered Papiſts as our brethren, though differing from 
us in our opinion concerning ſo matters; we ſtill con- 
ſider them as ſuch, and in the ſpirit of the goſpel, which 
commands us to pray for our. enemies, we defire to wiſh well 
to, and to pray to God for them. Fully convinced that per- 
ſecution for the ſake of opinion, can do no good, but may 
produce many evils, - we openly difclaim and difayow it; but 
as we think ourſelves in the right way, with the word of 
God as our infallible guide, we are anxious that the invalu- 
able privileges which we enjoy, may be continued to us, and 
ſafely handed down to poſterity. We are well aware that 
the religion of Jeſus, was not eſtabliſhed in the world, to 
take away mens lives, but to ſave them. We cannot how- 
ever imagine, that the law of-ſelf-preſervation would war- 
rant our making bare our breaſts to the thirſty ſword of a 


crael and perſecuting religion; ſuch the popiſn religion has 
abrays been clieemed, 


{\ 


and many are the monuments and ef- 
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fects of this unhappy ſpirit, ſtill extant, in our on and 
neighbouring countries, We know that Roman Catholics 
are under our government, ſubjected to ſevere penal laws; 
but, to the praiſe of humanity, and of the mild fpirit of 
Britiſh rulers, they have not been executed in their rigour 
for many a day; and God forbid, that ever we ſhould ſee 
the. ſcaffold dyed with the blood of one peaceable Papiſt, 
who though differing from us in opinion, is ſtill our brother 
by common nature. — The penal laws, however, we conſider 
as founded in ſelf-defence, and in this view we with them to 
remain, as a ſecurity for our own lives, not to fhed the blood 
of others. —Pwo additional conſiderations, very powerfully 
determine us to declare our fentiments : Theſe are, the fear 
that if a legal toleration is-granted to Popery, the minds of 
our youth may be corrupted by the inſidious arts of the zeal- 
ous teachers of the Romiſh faith, who would compaſs ſea and 
land to make one proſelyte, and, that 'the landed property, 
by being transferred from Proteſtants to Papiſts, may, in time, 
with the power and influence that neceſſarily go along with 
eſtates, make them too formidable a body to be oppoſed, 
when long eftabliſhed and ſettled amongſt us. Upon all theſe 
accounts, we do, by theſe preſents, moſt heartily concur with 
all pariſhes and ſocieties in Scotland, in taking every legal 
and conſtitutional method, that ſhall be judged expedient ' 
and neceflary, to prevent any danger. 

We take this opportunity, alſo publicly to declare our 
loyalty, and firm attachment to our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
—that we think ourſelves happy in being governed by a 
prince, whoſe character is that of a kind father, and k the | 
far from acting by arbitrary will and pleaſure, has made the 
laws of juſtice and the ſtatutes of the kingdom, the invari- 
able rules of his government. We pray almighty God, that 
the means uſing by adminiſtration, may ſpeedily prove ef- 
fectual to re-eſtablith peace and good order in our American 
colonies ;z that the deſigns of our enemies, fecret and con- 
cealed, as well as thofe more avowed and open, may be pre- 
vented ; that order may be brought out of the preſent con- 
fuſions, and all iſſue in promoting the glory of God, the 
good of nations, the cauſe of truth, and the laſting intereſt 
of Britain. Theſe our fincere and hearty withes for the pro- 
ſperity of our King and country, together with our reſolution 
in behalf of the Proteſtant intereſt, we hereby order to be 
publiſhed in the Glaſgow and Edinburgh news-papers. 

Signed in our name and at aur appointment, by © © 

| Joun BROWN, Projes. 

"#9 KIRK- 
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KIRK-SESSION and INHABITANTS or LARGO. 
r an ns | „January 26. 1 | 
. THIS day the Kirk-Zeſſion of Largo, a ether with * e 
ſiderable number of the people of that pariſhi being met, took 
under their moſt ſerious conſideration, the pernicious conſe- 
quences of a repeal of the penal laws now in force againſt 
the Roman Catholics in Scotland; and are unanimouſly of 
opinion, that every prudent and neceſſary ſtep ſhould be 
taken in oppoſition to ſuch a repeal. They conſider it as an 
indiſpenſible duty they owe to their King, country, and po- 
ſterity, to ſtand up in defence of the valuable privileges they 
enjoy under the preſent conſtitution. —To their King, be- 
— ſuch a ** 
fections of his Proteſtant ſubjects, and introduce into the 
boſom of the nation, a ſet of men, who, under the maſk of 
friendſhip, conceal the cruelty of the moſt inveterate ene- 
mies. This they have never yet failed to diſcover where 
they could either promote their own intereſt, or that of their 
religion, which inſtead of reſtraining, encourages every 
breach of moral obligation.—To their country, becauſe it 
may-be foreſeen, that in conſequence of ſuch a repeal, the 
nation will be torn with internal convulſions, and what 'is 
{till worſe, ignorant and unſtable ſouls will be in danger of 
being entirely perverted, by thoſe who, lying in wait to de- 
ceive, difſeminate with much art, their pernicious principles. 
In this remonſtrance, they alſo look forward with an anxious 
eye to poſterity ; they tremble to think that it ſhould be after- 
wards ſaid of them, that they ſtood compoſed and faw thoſe 
barriers of civil and religions liberty broken down, that were 
built at the expence of 7, much blood of their more religious 
anceſtors. As they delight in the light they enjoy, unobſcured 
by the clouds of ſuperſtition, ſo they earneſtly wiſh, that 
thoſe, which threaten the nation may be iverted, that gene- 
rations yet unborn, may not be covered with that thick dark- 
neſs from which their fathers happily emerged. From theſe, . 
and the like conſiderations, they heartily join with their bre- 
thren, in teſtifying their diſapprobation of any meaſure that 
will add to the already enereaſed boldneſs of the members of 
the church of Rome; and reſolve, that theſe unanimous ſen- 
timents of this pariſh ſhould be publiſhed to the world. 


MAGISTRATES, Er. or N EWTON uren AIR. 
8 . Newton upon Air, anuary'26. 1779. 

THE Magiſtrates; Council, 1 Inhabitants of 

the burgh of Newton upon Air, having been called to — 
2 | pres 


would evidently tend to allenate the af. 


DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, Sc. 161 


$ their ſentiments concerning the repeal of the laws pre- 
ently in force againſt Nopery, they accordingly met this 
day, and took the fame into their moſt ſerious conſideration. 
They are unanimous in expreſſing their abhorrence of Popery, 
as a moſt unſcriptural, blaſphemous, tyrannical, and bl * 
religion. They conſider the early deliverance of this land, 
from its cruelty and oppreſſion, as one of the greateſt bleſ- 
ſings which a kind and gracious providence has beſtowed upon 
it. They reſolve, therefore, with their Proteſtant brethren 
throughout Scotland, at all events, to ſtand faſt in the liberty 
wherewith they have been made free. A regard to the glory 
of God, the ſafety of the Proteſtant intereſt, and of our civ 
liberties, they apprehend, calls upon them, and upon all 
who at the ond time would be faithful for God, for their 
king, and for their country, to oppoſe any deſigns for the 
toleration of Popery amongſt us. 
"The bill 33 to be brought into parliament, in favours 
of Roman Catholics, they conſider as directly oppoſite to the 
Claim of Right given in by the eſtates of the kingdom of 
Scotland, with the offer of the crown to their Maieſties, 
King William and Queen Mary, —as a violation of the treaty 
of Union between the two kingdoms of Scotland and Eng- 
land, —and, as con to the coronation-oath, which our 
ſovereign has actually ſworn, _ 1 | 
- The power of parliament is certainly limited; and the 
conſtitution of the kingdom ſets bounds to its authority. 
What is exprefſed in the Claim of Right, and ratified in the 
Union ſettlement, muſt be an eſſential part of the conſtitu- 
tion, It therefore follows, that any law ſubverting the con- 
ſtitution is, in its own nature, null and void, and never can 
be binding on the ſubjects. ; | 
They moſt cheerfully agree with their fellow- ſubjects 
through Scotland, in reſolving to oppoſe the bill paſſing into 
a law, which has given ſo great and fo juſt an alarm to all 
ranks. They are happy to ſee the ſpirit of the nation ſo ge- 
nerally rouſed to a concern about their religion arid liberties. 
By a zeal for theſe, Scotland has been long diſtinguiſhed. 
They hope it ever will be ſo, and, though our popiſh adver- 
faries now threaten to come in like a flood, that the Spirit of 
the Lord will lift up a ſtandard againſt them. T 
n 5 Rog. ALEXANDER, Bailie. 
JOURNEYMEN SMITHS in ANON GATE. 
| Canongate, January 27. 1779. 
THE Society of * Smiths in Canongate, and 


Mn others, 
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others, being met, and having ſeriouſly conſidered the alarm 
2 report ſpread over this part of the united kingdoms, That 
in will. ſoon be brought into this ſeſſion of parliament to 
Kut the penal laws. no ſubſiſting againſt Roman Catholics 
in Scotland. The ſociety having maturely deliberated on 
that ſubject, did.unanimouſly diſapprove of the intended bill; 
and are convinced, were ſuch a bill to paſs into a law, it would 
be a manifeſt invaſion on our religious liberties ; therefore, 
they take this method of declaring their deteſtation of the 
propoſed bill; and will cheerfully concur with the other ſo- 
cieties, and different bodies in Scotland, in oppeling the in- 
tended repeal; and they will contribute a part of the neceſ- 
bur expences r be· thereby incurred. 
WILLIAM SetarER, Proſe 
ANDREW FookD, Clerk. 


INTENDLY. 9 SOCIETY or TAYLORS. 


Edinburgh, January 27. 1779. 
A * of the Friendly Benefit Society of Taylors, and: 
Journeymen Taylors, in and about Edinburgh, being called, 
all well affected to his _—_— s perſon and government, 
and they, having taken into their confideration a rumour. 
which prevails, f hat the legiſlature intends to repeal the 
penal laws- againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, it is their. 
opinion, That, if it takes place, it will be of dangerous con- 
fequenees both to church and ſtate; and, by opening _—_— 
and ſchools, will be the means of leading many ignorant 
ſons to receive theſe. pernicious tenets. They, there bre, 
with heart and hand, unanimouſly join in every legal and 
prudent method, with other ſocieties in Scotland, to pre- 
= - | vent the ſame being paſſed in parliament, and in granting 
g Wikis they can ſpare in oppoſing the ſame.. 


BENEFIT age, He OF FLESH-PORTERS. 


* 


0 Edinburgh, January 27. 177 9. 

+ THE Benefit Society of Fleſh-porters, and others con- 
cerned in faid ſociety,” being met, conſidering that a bill is 
intended to be brought into parliament, for repealing the 

laws againſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland; and 
that if ſuch ſhould paſs, many bad conſequences might follow 
therefrom ; the aid ſociety did, and hereby do reſolve to 
oppoſe ſuch 5 0 by every legal and conſtitutional mea- 
ſure; * or that purpoſe, — with the other 3 | 
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of this city and ſuburbs, in every legal meaſure, to prevent | 
tg pling into a law. 


Extracted by 
_ Davaiy Olin Cid. 


SOCIETIES or JOURNEYMEN WEAVERS 
is PAISLEY, 


Paiſley, January 27. 1779. 

WE the Members of the following Journeymen Weavers 
Societies of this town, viz. Old Journeymen, Prindes, Sand- 
holes, Maxweltown, and Croft, conſiſting of ſeveral thou- 
ſand members, being met, and taking into our moſt ſerious 
conſideration, that there is a deſign of bringing a bill inte 
parliament for repealing the penal ftatutes againſt Popery in 
this monny are of opinion, that any relaxation of theſe ſta- 
e would be highly imp»litic and attended with the moft 

icious conſequences to this country z it being a religion. 
þ long experience has clearly demonſtreted to be incom- 
patible with both civil and religious liberty, the moment that 
it gains the aſcendency. 

Being therefore determined, to uſe every. lawful means of 
oppoſition in our power, we moſt cheerfully join our country- | 
men in expreſſing our diſapprobation of the repeal of {aid acts, 
and declare our readineſs to contribute our proportion of 

expences that may be incurred in maintaining our national 
rights and privileges, as moſt folemnly ratified by the Union; 
and as one ſtep towards which, we hereby intreat the gentle- 
men freeholders and the hen hs to inſtruct their repreſen- 
tatives in parliament, to — the ſame; and appoint this 
reſolution to be publiſhed in in the Glaſgow and Edinburgh 

neus. papers, and St. James's and London Chronicles. —— 
This in name, and by appointment of the meeting, is ede 
ed by the preſeſes of their reſpective ſocieties. | 


Jonn Love. WILLIAM PAUL. 
RoBERT SIME. ARCHIBALD DOUGLASS. 
WILLIAM WALLACE. | 


MAGISTRATES Ap COUNCIL or BRECHIN, 


Brechin, January 27. 1779. 

; THE Magiſtrates and Council of this city, being met this 

. day, for the purpoſe of deliberating on the certain proſpect 

there is of a bill being ſpeedily brought into parliament, for 
a repeal of the penal laws againſt Papiſts, &c. which the ma- 

: giſtrates 
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giſtrates and council highly diſap of, both for religious 
and political reaſons; they therefore, have cauſed make oui, 
and ſign, in their preſence, petitions to both houſes of par- 
liament, praying that theſe laws may not be repealed; and 
they have alfo requeſted the provoſt to write to their repre- 
ſentative in parliament, to give their petition his aid and up- 
port, when the fame ſhall be preſenfed. * ee 


ASSOCIATE SESSION or CERES. 


Fifeſhire — Ceres, January 27. 1979. 
THIS day the Aſſociate Seſſion met here; and, after tak- 
ing into their ſerious conſideration, the woful conſeqnences, 
which, in their judgment, muſt follow upon a repeal of the 
— laws now in force in this kingdom, gain profeſſed 
apiſts, known and avowed enemies both to church and ſtate 
therein; and, as an alarming report ſome time paſt reached 
them, that an attempt is about to be made for effectuating 
the ſame; they being unanimouſly. of opinion, that a — 
of ſaid penal laws would be a dangerous invaſion upon one 
of the ſpecial bulwarks of our eivil and religious liberties, 
judged it expedient” publickly to avow this their opinion, and 
with what expence our venerable forefathers did, under the 
countenance of heaven, obtain our freedom from antichriſtian 
tyranny, bloodſhed, and butchery, with the enjoyment of 
the valuable privileges, both civil and religious, which we 
now pofleſs ; and being ſufficiently apprized, that no oath of 
_ allegiance to our Sovereign King George, in whatever terms 
it may be conceived, can be any the leaſt ſecurity for the 
good behaviour of a Papiſt, either in church or ſtatę; as none 
can be ignorant who knows any thing about the popiſh reli- 
gion, that a man is no longer a Papiſt, than he continues to 
believe that the Pope of Rome can free him from the obliga- 
tion of any oath to a Proteſtant.— They conſider themſelves 
as called upon, in duty to God, to the preſent and ſucceeding 
erations, not to be filent in this hour of threatened dan- 
ger; but freely to declare and expreſs their diſapprobation 
of the-dreaded repeal, and their readineſs to join their bre- 
thren of different denominations in Scotland, in the common 
cauſe of oppoſing the ſame, by every conſtitutional method 
of procedure. And being ſufficiently certified that the con- 
gregation, conſiſting of five hundred and upwards, all well 
affected to his Majeſty's perſon and government, poſſeſs the 
fame ſentiments, and are ready to concur with them in every 
lawful endeavour to oppoſe the breaking in of ſuch ap inun- 
| 1 72 ; dation 


[ ü » 


_— - 
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dation of horrid cruelty, idolatry, ſoul-ruining errors, and 
ſuperſtition, as cannot fail to overflow this part of the unit- 
ed kingdom, if theſe falutary laws 6 0 Popery are repealed. 
They did, therefore, agree and reſolve in their own name, 
and in name of the congregation foreſaid, to intimate theſe 
their ſentiments in the Edinburgh news- papers, and tranſ- 
mit a copy of their proceedings on this matter to the Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence in Edinburgh, requeſting them to 
take every legal ſtep to oppoſe the propoſed repeal: Hereby 
engaging for themſelves, and faid congregation, cheerfully to 
y their proportion of whatever expence may be i 
by employing counſel at London, or otherwiſe, _ . 
. Extratled from the records of ſeſſion, by 
„ ANDREW IMRIE, S,. Ch. | 


TOWN any PARISH or ABERNETHY. 


| Abernetby, January 27. 1779: 
THE Inhabitants of the Town and Pariſh of Abernethy, 
with many others from the neighbouring pariſhes, all friends 
to the Proteſtant intereſt, met here this day, and taking into 
conſideration the encouragement given to Popery in England, 
by the repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics 
in that part of the united kingdom ; and being informed, 
- that a bill is now ready to be brought into parliament, for 
granting the like favour to Roman Catholics in Scotland ; 
were unanimouſly of opinion, that ſuch a bill if paſſed into 
a law, will be of dangerous conſequence to the Proteſtant 
intereſt. They are fully perſuaded, that theſe penal ſtatutes 
which to many may now appear ſevere, were found abſolute- 
ly neceſſary by our anceſtors for reſtraining the intriguing and 
perſecuting ſpirit of theſe -enemies of our civil and religious 
liberties. They therefore reſolve, to concur with the friends 
of the Proteſtant intereſt throughout Scotland, in uſing e- 
very legal and conſtitutional method of oppoſition to the 
foreſaid bill, and are ready to contribute according to their 

abilities for that purpoſe. _ | e e 
Signed in name of all preſent, by | 
_ _ Henry BALLINGALL, Preſes to the Meeting. 


ASSOCIATE CONGREGATION os NEW-MILLS. 


. .  News-mills, January 27. 1779. 
WE the Miniſters, Elders, Heads of Families, and GRE) 
We ae m 


ITY 
: 
+, 
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male members of the Aſſociate. Congregation of - New-mills 
met, and took into our ſerious conſideration, the report which 
now obtains, that à bill will ſoon be brought into this preſent 
ſeſſion of parliament, for repealing the penal laws againſt the 
1 Roman Catholics in Scotland. We being affectionately at- 
tached to our known Proteſtant, and cavenanted principles; 
and being fully ſatisfied, that the principles of the Roman 
Antichriſt are not only unfriendly unto, but known to be 
inimical of our forefaid. principles; yea, it is apparent they 
hold/principles which are deſtructive of human ſociety ; fuch 
as,” Faith is not to be kept with Heretics, a tenet againſt the 
5 very light of nature: Should then liberty be granted for Pa- 
- piſts to practiſe their abominable principles, and known ſu- 
= - perſtitions; of conſequence, a door will be opened for Ca- 
tholics, to aid a popiſh Pretender in claiming the throne of 
Britain, and to deprive theſe kingdoms of a Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion, for which they, have ſpent ſo much blood and trea- 
_ ture. We are afraid, that ſhould the above bill be ratified 
by the.parliament, it will be a mean to alienate the minds of 
his prelkut Majeſty's loyal and dutiful ſubjects; as alſo, we 
fear being robbed, in time coming, of our privileges reli- 
gious and civil. Wherefore, on theſe grounds, and many o- 
ther we could mention, was it neceſſary ; we have all manner 
of freedom to join with other ſocieties in this nation, in their 
reſolution, to oppoſe. by all means lawful, any ſuch bill for 
repealing the foreſaid — ſtatutes ; and are ready according 
to our circumſtances, to contribute money to employ counſel 
againſt it, if ſuch a thing be found neceſſary: And we ap- 
point, that this be publiſhed in the Supplement to the Glaſ- 
gow Journal, and agree, that it be ſubſcribed by our mi- 
niſter, and John Lyon elder and preſes, in name of the 
whole. 8 


James GRE, Miniſter, 
JohN Lyox, Preſes. 


COMMITTEE o CORRESPONDENCE, GLASGOW, 


we 4 Glaſgow, Jauuary 28. 1779. 

IHE Committee of Correſpondence. in this city, havi 
' ſent to each miniſter within the bounds of the ſynod of Glaſ- 
gow and Ayr, a printed Formula to. be ſubſcribed by the 
itors and heads of families, in their reſpective pariſhes, 
have received the following returns from thoſe in each pariſh, 
who are willing to oppoſe, by every prudent and conſtitutional 

7 method, any bill which may be brought into parliament for 

| ; _ repealing» 
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ing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland, or 
granting a legal toleration to the public exerciſe of Popery. 5 
Had we not been ſtraitened for time, through an appre- ; 
henſion that the ſubſcriptions would be immediately neceſ- | 
fary, they would have been more” numerous. — This was re- 5 
markably the caſe with reſpect to this city, where almoſt the 
hole ſubſcriptions which are mentions below, , were adhi- 
bited during twelve hours of the x6th, and twelve hours f 
the 18th of this month. —Many were abſent, and Feſides 
theſe, a conſiderable number had no opportunity of. ſub- 


ſcribing. g | LY N 
Names of Pariſhes. | Heritors. . Heads of Fam. \ 
. Glaſgow, North Parith, nr * (ol 
Eaſt Pariſh, r 
Middle Pariſh, e MF cet GN 
- South Pariſh, | 54 e 703 | 
South-weſt Pariſh, - 95 er 
North-weſt Pariſh, 63 1 
- Weſt Pariſh, - 43 498 
Buarony, 720 1540 
Dumbarton, 2 — 25 379 
Cathcart, — — — 10 DIO 1 
Eaſtwood, 3323 
Old Monkland, Hericorsrand: 1 1 | 
Heads of Families, | t e 46 
Kilbar chan 268 232 
Carmunnock, - 0 
SGreenock, inhab. who. oppoſe the bil, 11, 
Cambuſlang, - C _ —_— 5 9 |: * 
Eagleſaſmm 31 _ 
Din. d 
Stewar ton jm 830 +1 216451» 
Baldernock, 2 Þ 7 22 118 
Strathblane, 19 wa 
W. Kilbride, her. and heads of famil * 101, 
Cardroſs, T nr Kc 242582 < 
b Houſton and Killelan, 2 6 160000 
f Sam exclufive A 9% 1 #527 ic + "IS 


The ſum of heritors and heats of families, excluſive of 
Greenock; is 9483.—The ſum of 8 reckoning four 
to a family, and including Greenock, is 48,942; and 
the ſentiments of a family are beſt ented by the head 
of it. IVE 100 * have "not yet en up their 
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 *SOCIETY or COBLERS in EDINBURGH. 
e _ Edinburgh, January 28. 1739. 
II ſociety of Coblers in Edinburgh, conſiſting of ninety 
' eight members, being duly convened to conſider of a bill 
' , propoſed to be brought into parliament, anent the repeal of 
| | certain ſtatutes againſt Popery, made in ſeveral former par- 
* mer parliaments ; and, upon mature conſideration of the caſe 
= in this moſt alarming criſis, from the hiſtory of the barbarous 
Effects of the religious tenets of the Roman church, as alſo 
8 from tlie temerity of ſome of that communion ſending incen- 
_ diary letters to the well-wiſhers of our happy eſtabliſkment 
' in church and ſtate, encouraged, no doubt, from the hopes 
they entertain of their ſucceſs in this preſent parliament ; this 
fills us with the moſt alarming apprehenſious of the danger 
impending on both; upon account of which we unanimouſly 
ive our hearty approbation and concurrence to every lau- 
dable 55 lawful attempt to oppoſe the ſaid repeal, in every 
e of its appearancgde. ax pd 
Mt F Gavin WILso, Preſes. 


KIRK-SESSION or THz: TOWN any PARISH 
| | ' or PERTH. 3 „ 


| ſ 92 Perth, January 28. 1779, 
TE Kirk Semen of the Town and Pariſh of Perch be- 
ing met, and conſtituted, and having taken into their moſt 
ſerious conſideration the great encouragement which of late 
has been given to the popiſh ſuperſtition in different parts of 
the Britiſh dominions, loch as its legal eſtabliſhment in the 
extenſive country of Canada, and the ample indulgence grant- 
ed to its profeſſors nearer home, both in England and Ire- 
land; more eſpecially the alarming accounts, which, from 
time to time, they have received, of an intended repeal, or 
relaxation of the penal laws now in force againſt Papiſts in 
Scotland, whereby the barriers which our wiſe and pious an- 
ceſtors ſaw it neceſſary to raiſe, for the ſafety of themſelves, 
and of their poſterity, and of that religion, which, on man 
occaſions, they ſhowed was dearer to them than life itſelf, 
would be wantonly torn up, and thrown aſide, and an invi- 
tation given to the enemies of our valuable liberties to come 
and uſe all their ſtratagems and their bold efforts againſt us; 
expreſſed their deepeſt concern, and their earneſt wiſh, that 
adminiſtration would more attentively weigh the dangers * 
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ſo generally appreherided by its Proteſtant ſibjefts. They 
| yh — with" horror oo oe actions formerly com 
mitted by Papiſts in this nation; particularly they recolle& + 
what happened in this city, Wut 26. 1543-4, when gve 
of its citizens; and a pious woman, the wife of theſe citizens, 4A e IF | 
were cruelly put to death, and ſeveral others baniſhed from ä 
their native town and country, under the influence and direc- 
tion of the Cardinal Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, merely be- 
cauſe were repugnant to the idolatrous worſhi of de- 
arted ſaints and their images. They look back with a pious | 
fetisf ton on the memorable æra May 11. 1559, when ma- i 
ny of the chief men of the kingdom aſſembled at Perth, with | EE 
their miniſters, who had privately taught them the word of 
life, and dared publicly to avow the reformed religion, ant 
to begin actively to defend their right to the free exerciſe of 
it. They obſerve with emulation the labours of their prede- 
ceſſors in office in extinguiſhing+the remains of the popiſh 
ſuperſtition among the people committed to their care, and 
the ſpirited meaſures they took in defence of the Proteſtant 
religion againſt the cabals of the popiſſi lords, during the reign 
of King James VI. as is ſtill to be ſeen in the ancient 
regiſters'of this kirk-ſeſſion. They are pleaſed with the great 
unanimity which preſently appears among the inhabitants of 
this town and pariſh, in the purpoſe of oppoſing, by every 
regular endeavour, the bill threatened in tavour of Popery, 
if brought into partiament. The miniſters declare their re- 
ſolution to concur with the very reverend ſynod of which 
they are members, in petitioning the different branches of 
the legiſlature againſt that bill. The elders and deacons of 
| ſeſſion, who arè members of the honourable town-council, 
or of guildry, or trades "incorporations, declare their reſolu- 
tion to concur with their reſpective ſocieties in the meaſures 
poſed to be taken for the ſaĩd end, which they have be- 
e declared in theſe ſocieti:s; and ſuch elders and deacons, 
as belong to none of theſe incorporated ſocieties, declare thei 
reſolution to join with other inhabitants of this town ard pa- 
riſh, who, in that reſpect, are in ſimilar circumſtances with 
themſelves, in ſubſcribing ſuch petitions to the King and 
houſes of parliament, as may be judged neceſſary. All the ''Y 
members of ſeſſion declare, in general, their reſolution to give ; 
their countenance and advice, as may be found requiſite'to | 
the inhabitants, in framing and forwarding their petitions, 
looking above all theſe means to God himſelf, ſupplicating - 
his blefling, and that he would be pleaſed to prolong the 
life and reign of our beloved Sovereign; would {et wiſe coun- 
ſellors about the throne of our King, men examplary for 


/ 
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their regard to true religion and to the public good; That 
he would remove the heavy judgments of war and diſcord 
under which we now labour z would 'pour out a ſpirit of re- 
pentance upon perſons of all ranks z and would maintain his 
church in this our native land, bleſſing us with a faithful 
miniſtry, and with a willing people. Ordered by the ſeſſion 
to be publiſhed in the news-papers. " 
- | Extrafted by appointment of the tir baten of Perth 
| Warrur Mititn, Sefion-Clert. 


"KIRK SESSION or Sr. CUTHBERTS, on 
WESTE IRE. a 


| 13 Weſt-hirk, January 28. 1779. 
IIIE Kirk: ſeſſion of St. Cuthberts, or Weſt-kirk, being 
met and conſtitute, took into their ferious conſideration the 
general alarm which has been excited in this part of the unit- 
ed kingdom, from an apprehenſion that there is at preſent a 
deſign to introduce a bill into parliament, by'which the penal 
ſtatutes now exifting againſt Roman Catholics. will be re- 
pealed. The Seſſion have too deep impreſſions of the impor- 
tance of their own religious ljberties, and of the invaluable 
privileges they enjoy under our free and happy conſtitution, 
to allow themſelves to entertain a wiſh, that any body of 
men ſhould. be perſecuted for conſcience-ſake. But, as they 
confider Popery as not merely a falſe ſyſtem of religion, but 
a daring conſpiracy againſt all who oppoſe its enormous ſu- 
r a, uſurpations; a religion which holds it lawful, 
y fraud or violence, to deprive thoſe who profeſs a different 
faith, of their natural, religious and civil rights. The ſeſſion 
think it their duty, to declare their apprehenſions of the 
danger that may enſue to our liberties and happy conſtitu- 
tion, ſhould the legal ints now in force againſt Roman 

Catholics be withdrawn. | | | | 

They cannot think it ſafe to indulge Roman Catholic 
with conſtitutional rights, whilſt, their principles do not per- 
mit them to give a ſecurity which can be relied on, that 

they will not diſturb the government, when the intereſt of 
their religion requires it. To grant Papiſts and Jeſuits the 
countenance of law, for opening public maſs-houſes, or ſe- 
minaries for the education of youth, would, in the opinion of 
the ſeſſion, be attended with very dangerous and Kral con- 
ſequences. The ſeſſion, therefore, unanimouſly reſolved to 
make a public declaration of their ſentiments on this intereſt- 
ing ſubject, to expreſs their concurrence with their Proteſtant 
* | | brethen 
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brethren throughout the kingdom, , who are determined, to 
oppole the intended repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt Popery,- 
and their willingneſs, as individuals, to contribute their pro- 
ortion of the expence which may be incurred in co - 
ing ſuch oppoſition. . And, for this purpoſe, they appoint 
this reſolution to be publithed in all the Edinburgh news- 
papers. | 

from the records 


of the kirkeſoſſon of dr. Cuthberts, by | 
ALEX. GARDNER, Seffion-Clerk. 


SOCIETY ors FLESHERS 1w MUSSELBURGH. | 


2 Muſrburgh, Jomuary 28. 1779, 
THE Society of Fleſhers in Muſſelburgh, having taken 
« propoſed ſcheme of tolerating Popery, under their ſeri- 
ous conſideration, think it is their duty, with others, to join 
in oppoſing a principle, contrary both to the law of God and 


\ * 


x 


enlightened nature. 

e judge the ſpirit of Popery, is the vindictive and fan- 
inary temper of a deſperately wicked heart. Facts are the 
ireſt and cleareſt proofs of an impeachment z their evidence 

can neither be 8 nor traverſed an 

ſet aſide by impudence. principles of the Roman Ca- 
tholics, and their practices, are ſo baſe, that they are with- 
out a parallel ! witneſs that bloody and helliſh plot that was 
- contrived at Paris, in the reign of Charles XI. of that king- 
dom; in the night ſeaſon when all other creatures were. at 
_ reſt; But they, ever ready to do evil, waited their opportu- 
nity to embrue their hands in the blood of their fellow-crea- 
tures, more ſhnocent than themſelves, and that in the night 
of St. Bartholomew's day, when there was no leſs than fifteen 
thouſand murdered in one night; and, in the ſpace of two 
or three days, were murdered in that kingdom no lefs than 
ſeventy thouſand Proteſtants z and Henry the Great narrow- 
ly eſcaped on that occaſion, he being at Paris on account of 
the ſolemnization of his marriage with Charles's ſiſter, which 
marriage the Papiſts had contrived to draw Proteſtants to that 
city, to accomplith their curſed defign in deſtroying inno- 
cent perſons, and making them a facrifice to their hellith 
rage. Beſides, it is known, even to a proyerb, that their 
cruelties have gone ſuch lengths, as to rip up women with 
child, and ſo put them to death without the {anftion of law, 
which our anceſtors have felt. And we further apprehend, 
that the repealing of the penal ſtatutes at preſent, is a ſap- 
ping the foundation of both church and ſtate. It —_— 

| | 5 
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ſtrike at the root of the conſtitution of the throne, and de- 
pri ve the ruled of having the freedom of even applying to 
courts of a civil nature, without falling under their cenfure, 
ſhould they have the ruling power; which our forefathers 
felt, in contending for the faith, even to the effuſion of their 
blood, and loſs of their worldly goods; and, worſt of all, 
ſaw Chriſt ſet aſide, and the Man of fin exalted in his place. 
Should the preſent deſigned plan paſs into a law, we need 
expect nothing elſe but trouble, as we know that Papiſts are 
our profeſſed enemies, who are waiting for our halting, and 
can diſpenſe with the moſt ſolemn engagements for a trifle of 
money. They have proven their enmity againſt us, ſince 
they Pad a name to exiſt; their religion being of ſo damn- 
able a nature, contrary both to the law of God, nature, and 
nations. Therefore, as we tender the good of our beni 
king, and the happineſs of our native conſtitution and na- 
tion, we earneſtly wiſh God may prevent the ſaid ſcheme 
from taking place; and we ſhall affiſt in putting a ſtop to 
the ſame, 'in every lawful manner that falls under our ſphere, 
to the utmoſt of our power. | | 


HERITOR.S any HEADS or FAMILIES ax 
BATRGATE 


| Baibgate, January 28. 1779. 
AT a meeting of the inhabitants of this pariſh, the follow- 
Mig paper was unanimouſly agreed to, and ordered to be pu- 
bliſhed in all the Edinburgh news-papers, as declaratory of 
their ſentiments with regard to the matter therein contained, 
We the Heritors, Heads of Families, and others, inhabi- 
tants of the pariſh of Bathgate, having this day met, in or- 
der to conſider the conſequences of a propoſed: repeal of cer- 
tain ſtatutes, preſently in force againſt thoſe of the Roman 
Catholic religion in Scotland, upon the moſt mature delibe- 
ration, of which we are capable, think ourſelves called upon 
to expreſs our diſapprobation of that meaſure, as being preg- 
nant with deſtruction to that liberty and religion, in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of which we now rejoice, and for which the blood of 
our pious and. patriotic anceſtors formerly was ſhed. . Ani- 
mated with the moſt ſacred regard for the natural rights of 
mankind, we contemplate, with ſentiments of the higheſt 
_ admiration, that ſyſtem of policy, by which every variety of 
religious opinion, compatible with the intereſts of ſociety, 
is indulged. Far from wiſhing that any of our fellow-ſubject 
ſhould be barraffed with the cruelties of perſecution, on ac- 
| + | | count 
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count of any tenets of religion, which conviction com 
them to maintain; we do not even deſire that they ſhould be 
fettered with any reſtraints, which the ſafety of religion, and 
the laws allow to be removed. We, however, humbly con- 
ceive, that it would be more conſiſtent with that ſpirit of civil 
and religious freedom, which has been the 7 — ſource, 
from which all the glory and proſperity of this country have 
ſprung, to ſtrengthen, than demoliſh any bulwark raiſed by 
hand of ancient patriotiſm, againſt the invaſion of a 
religion of bigotry, intolerance, and blood. Were the laws 
which ſtop their entrance, once repealed, the emiſſaries of 
the church of Rome wauld ſoon ſwarm in . corner of 
the land. Exerting the warmeſt zeal, the unwearieg 
activity, and the moſt refined artifice ; it is juſtly to 
dreaded, that, in a ſceptical and unthinking age, they would 
be very ſucceſsful in the converſion of many to the Roman 
Catholic faith. From the proſpect of the 8 of a 
ſuperſtition, ſo deathful to religion, virtue, liberty, and all 
the moſt precious intereſts of mankind, our minds recoil with 
the deepeſt horror. When we look forward to this event, 
which, in our apprehenſion, the propoſed repeal has the 


deen tendency to produce, the ftimplicity of the Chriſtian 
wo 


ip diſgraced with the pageantry of ſuperſtition; the 
Chriſtian religion darkened and defiled by the falſe conſtruc- 
tions of the moſt . impure caſuiſtry, and buried under an 
heap of palpable abſurdity, and traditionary nonſenſe ; a rage 
for the propagation of the religion of the church of Rome, 
which to the moſt unworthy meanneſs, and ſhrinks 
not from the moſt attrocious crimes, in order to obtain its 
end; liberty trampled in the dyſt by the foot of arbitrary 
power, and Britons bending to the iron yoke of prieſtly do- 
mination z our country covered with deſolation, our 


ſons, ſtrangers to the peace and happineſs of their fathers, 


periſhing amidſt the flames of perſecution—are the horrid 
ren which preſent themſelves as attendants of the dire- 
11 change. 

| Arad on proſpett of theſe diſaſters, and determined, 
to the utmoſt of our ability, to avert them from ourſelves 

and our poſterity, we hereby declare our difapprobation of 
the repeal above-mentioned, and ſolemnly promiſe and en- 
gage, that we will chearfully contribute every affiſtance in 
our power, authoriſed by the laws of the realm, in order to 
fruſtrate ſo ruinous a detigh.: And truſting to him, with 
whom is everlaſting ſtrength, and who diſappointeth the 
devices of the crafty, fo that their hands cannot perform 

their enterprize,” we hope that our oppoſition * | 


( 


with that of our fellowitizens, ſhall not be altogether in 
| vain. — Jo. FLEMING, Prefer. | 


ent in the Eben 4 
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INHABITANTS OF THE ' PARISH or CRANSTON. 


. l Cranflen, January 28. 1779. 
I GREAT Number of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
Cranſton met together this day, and taking under conſide- 
ration, the report, that a repeal of the penal laws in force a- 
inſt Papiſts is intended, and a bill oe ppg be to be 
— ht into parliament, they are unanimouſly of opinion, that 
if fach 2 bill is paſſed into a law and extended to Scotland, it 
will be of the moſt dangerous conſequences to our religious 
and civil liberties; and therefore reſolve to join with their 


Proteſtant brethren throughout Scotland, in every conſtitu- 


tional and legal way of oppoſing the — bill 5 and are willing 
to contribute a proportion of the neceſſary expence for that 
end. And they deſire, that this their reſolution may be in- 
EQRGE Paas rox, Preſes. 
MAGISTRATES AND TOWN-COUNCIL oF 
L A U D E R. * 2 


Lauder, January 28. 1779. 


THE Magiſtrates and Town-council well acquainted with | 


the ſentiments of the inhabitants of this burgh, with reſpect 
to the Roman Catholic religion, having ſeriouſly conſidered 
the general report, that a bill is ſoon to be brought into par- 
lament to re the penal ſtatutes againſt the religion of 
the church of Rome, the promoters thereof, now in 


force in this kingdom; are fully convinced, that if ſuch a, 


bill received the ſanction of the legiſlative power, it might 
be productive of conſequences, which every friend to the 
Proteſtant intereſt, and the peace and happineſs of the na- 
tion, would wiſh to prevent. They have therefore reſolved, 
and do hereby publiſh their reſolution, to join with the con- 
vention of Royal Burghs, with the Committee of the Corre- 
ſpondent meeting, Society-hall, Edinburgh, or with any other 
ſociety, meeting in a legal manner, in adopting every conſti- 
tutional meaſure to oppoſe the repeal of the ſaid penal ſtatutes. 
James EDMONDS TON, Baili 
on WATSON, 5 125 
Extracted 2 the minutes of council, by 
35 - _ . RoBerT Henxpenzon, Cl 


be encouraged to purcha 
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INHABITANTS or Tue PARISH or MACHLIN. 


| Machlin, January 28. 1779. 
THE Inhabitants of the parifh of Machlin, being well 
informed of a popiſh bill now propoſed to be laid before 
parliament, whereby it is intended to repeal. the penal laws 


_ againſt Popery, which we look upon, and have found by 


experience, to be a proper and neceſſary defence againſt the 
craft and cruelty of thin profeſſion, and a e ee. 
mean of peace and tranquility to thoſe Proteſtant lands, ever 
fince nee enacted; and being this day convened for 


taking the ſame under our ſerious conſideration, we, as true 


Proteſtants and loyal ſubjects to our Proteſtant Sovereign, 
do, upon mature deliberation, with one conſent, declare and 
teſtify to the world our diſapprobation of the ſaid bill, and 


our hearty reſolution to concur with thouſands of our Pro- 
teſtant countrymen, in contributing our part and proportion. 


for carrying on a vigorous oppoſition to the ſaid intended re- 


peal, by all lawful and conſtitutional means, and that through 


the whole progreſs and ſtages thereof from firſt to laſt. _ 
The following reaſons, among many others publiſhed by 
otherProteftant ſocieties in this land, determining and prompt- 
ing us hereunto. | bo 
e find in fact from the hiſtory of late times, ſince the 
happy period of the Reformation and downward, that all at- 


tempts, whether ſecret or Vs to introduce and encourage 
rad 


122 in theſe lands have the moſt pernicious effects, 
have ocked the conſtitution of the body politic, have oeca- 


ſioned rebellions, baniſhments,' and bloodſhed ;, from which 


our nobles, and even our kings, have not been exempted. 
From this unhappy ſource alſo have proceeded numerous 


5 Lav into foreign lands, by which the mother country 
has 


en weakened, and the power of her colonies immode- 
rately increaſed, as it is this ks * 
Again, as there is a great and growing part of the landed 


property of Scotland that muſt ſoon change its maſter, if 


this propoſed bill ſhould paſs into a law, Papiſts will h 

le. who will, as uſual, ſtock theſe 
lands with popiſh inhabitants, while his Majeſty's Proteſtant 
ſubjects are driven to their laſt ſhift, or muſt betake them- 
ſelves to emigration for a livelihood. 8 
Therefore, we cannot help expreſſing our too juſt fears with 
reſpect to the conſequences of the repeal propoſed. If Papiſts 
ſhall acquire landed property in this and other pariſhes; if a 


door ſhall be opened, and protection given in this country 


to 


4 
— ——— 
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to prieſts and. Jeſuits, who are expelled even from popiſh 
fates and kingdoms, we have reaſon to fear that the young, 
rant, and unwary amongſt us will be perverted and ſe- 
nced ; that a corrupt ren will be acceptable and thrive 
well in a corrupt and diflipated age, as it has done of late 
years” in the Highlands and iſlands, notwithſtanding many 
thouſand pounds of royal bounty employed for checking 'its 
| and notwithſtanding all the penal laws remaining in 
e againſt Papiſts, how much more will the number in- 
creaſe throughout this land when theſe barriers of penal laws 
ſhall be removed, and particularly in the Highlands and 
ilands, when perhaps the ſaid royal bounty ſhall be with- 
drawn; for the inconſiſtency of encouraging and difcouraging, 
of building with the one hand and caſting down with the 


| orher, cannot eſcape notice. 


We beg leave to mention only one other reaſon of our 
oppoſition to the bill propoſed, as unſeaſonable indeed at all 
times, but particularly now, when almoſt one half of the 
Britiſh empire is unhappily in arms againſt government; at 
ſuch a time, it ſeems to us not conſiſtent with ſound policy 
to diſquiet and diſguſt the minds of thouſands of hl fb | 
iefts, by framing and enacting new laws in favour of Papiſts, 
why in ſo far as true to their religion are and muſt be either 
ſecret or open and profeſt enemies to all Proteſtants. And 
we may add, at a time too when Britain is engaged in a dan- 


gerous war with a popiſh, and therefore a perfidious nation, 


which has long been and ſtill is a whirs inſtance and example 
of the truth of the well known popiſh maxim, Faith is not 
to be kept with heretic. _ N 
This reſolution has been ſubſcribed by the heritors and 
heads of families at preſent in this pariſh, repreſenting more 


than a thouſand perſons, all which is atteſted by 


W1LL1aM CAMPBELL, Preſes. 
WILLIAM AULD, Minifler. 
"IR: ANDREW NoBLE, Clerk. 


INHABITANTS. or Ti ' PARISH or STITCHILL, 
Stiteßill, January 28. 1779. 


IN conſequence of public intimation, a reſpectable num- 
ber of the inhabitants of every denomination, in the united 
pariſhes of Stitchill and Hume, in the counties of Roxburgh 


- and Berwick, and preſbytery of Kelſo, now met, being a- 


larmed by a common report, that a bill will ſpeedily be 
brought into parliament for repealing the penal ſtatutes a- 


— 
* 
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gainſt Papiſts in Scotland; and being perſuaded that ſaid be- 


eal will be attended with -conſequences very fatal to our 
ies, both civil and religious, do unanimouſly declare 
our diſapprobation of ſaid bill, and of the paſſing the ſame 
into a law. We abhor the bloody meaſures of blind zeal, 
and perſecution for conſcience ſake; nor is our oppoſition _ 
to-Papiſts influenced by a perſecuting ſpirit, but is even war- 
by the great and fundamental law of ſelf-preſervation, 
which commands us to oppoſe the growing power and num- 
ber of Roman Catholics, as their very principles make it 
meritorious to deſtroy heretics or Proteſtants of every deno- 
mination. The cruelty of their principles is not all. Their 
_ doctrines are fo Antichriſtian and erroneous ;z their worſhip 
is ſo ſuperſtitious and iĩdolatrous; their declarations, promiſes 
and oaths are fo uncertain, by virtue of their allowed equi- 
vocations and diſpenſations from the pope ; their dependence 
on him as the ſovereign ruler of their whole faith and, prac- 
tice, is fo entire; their church is ſo evidently the kingdom 
of Antichriſt, - that we cannot but concur with thoſe pariſhes, 
ſocieties, and other friends to the Proteſtant intereſt,, who 
have publicly expreſſed their judgment againſt the repeal of 
the ſtatutes, preſently in force againſt Papiſts, and their pur- 
poſe to uſe all legal and conſtitutional means to prevent ſaid 
repeal. Attachment to our ſovereign King George, to the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion in his illuſtrious houſe, and to our beau- 
tiful Preſhyterian conſtitution, we apprehend, obliges us to be 
againſt the · intended bill; and we are willing to contribute 
our proportion of that expence which may be neceffarily in- 
curred in managing a legal oppoſition to the paſſing the ſame 
into a law. And a letter, addreſſed to Colonel Pringle, 
member of parliament for the county of Berwick, earneſt! 
expreſſing, at once, our requeſt and our hope, that he will 
oppoſe the intended bill and repeal, being read, we unani- 
mouſly approve the ſame, and order the preſes of the meet» 
ing to _—_ in our name. We alſo order this to be publiſhed 
in the Edinburgh news- papers. | . 
* Subſcribed in name, and by appointment of the meeting, by 
| WII LIM Dove, Preſes. 
AL, WauGn, Clerk. _ 


INHABITANTS os COLLINSBURGH. 
2» » Collinſburgh, January 28., 1770. 
- THE Inhabitants' in and about this place, to the number 


of one theuſand two hundred and four, after prayer, and a diſ- 
; | | Aa courſe . 


4 
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courſe ſuited to the occaſion, by the Rev. Mr. Cowan, took 
into their ſerious conſideration the alarming tidings of re. 
pealing the penal laws againſt Popery in this country; and 
| entered, with unanimity, into the general and ſpirited oppo- 
, ſition. of their Proteſtant brethren throughout the kingdom, 
and agreed to join their efforts, by every legal and conſtitu- 
tional method, in ſupporting the bulwarks of the Proteſtant 
religion againſt the attempts of the church of Rome, who had 
ever laboured to corrupt its purity, and ſully its genuine beauty. 
They were of opinion, that, to tolerate Popery, was to 
p | unhinge our happy conſtitution, trample under foot the laws 
| ef uniba, alienate our hearts from the beſt of ſovereigns, 
and to raiſe the moſt ſanguine hopes in the breaſt of a popiſh 
Pretender. That it was to permit idolatry, for which king- 
doms and empires have been overthrown, and:cities razed 
for ever. That it had a manifeſt tendency to promote error 
and deluſion, by allowing popith prieſts to erect ſchools and 
_ chapels for the inſtruction (or deception) of young and old in 
their amazing tenets about the pope's ſypremacy, infallibility, 
and power to pardon, the imperfection of the ſcriptures, the 
merit of good works, the invocation of faints and angels, the 
worſhip of images and reliéts, tranſubſtantiation, commu- 
nion under one kind, the maſs, auricular confeſſion, purga- 
tory, and their five ſpurious ſacraments. —And laſtly, Be. 
* cauſe ſich a repeal will deſtroy all faith, confidence, and 
Juſtiee amongſt us; for it is a fixed principle with them, to 
keep no faith with a-Proteſtant. | | | 
For theſe, and many other reaſons, we are hearty in the 
oppoſition, and reſolve to contribute our mite in ſupport of 
the general cauſe. - V | | 
Extracted from the records, by 
ALEX. Scorr, CAI. 


= 
—— — sV;:ð«Ü — 


INHABITANTS or DYSART., 


| 3 Dyſart, January 28. 1779. 
THE Committee of the Inhabitants af the town and neigh- 
Bourhood of Dyſart, formed into a ſociety by themſelves in 
this place, met this evening. Being filled with the moſt dif- | 
mal apprehenſions, on learning that a bill is now actually 
{2 prepared to be brought into parliament, for e ee e 
nal laws of the kingdom againſt Papiſts, do humbly think, 
K is high time for them, with the whole kingdom, to beſtir 
themſelves in taking every legal ſtep to prevent the repeal of 
ſaid laws; and that for the following reaſons : TON 
of 1. Becauſe, 
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. Becauſe, ſhould the propoſed bill paſs into a law, in our 
opinion, this would be a ſtep that would evidently incur the 
diſpleaſure of the ſovereign Lord of heaven and earth. 
It will be allowed by all Nnoteſtants, That Popery is diſho- 
nouring to God, deſtructive of the very fundamental prin- 
ciples of the method of man's redemption by our glorious 
Redeemer, and evidently tending to-debauch the minds and 
morals of men; Can -any perſon then, in his right mind, 
and with an honeft heart, ſay, That there is any ſhadow of 
reaſon to expect that God will ſmile upon ſuch as give their 
- countenance to ſuch a religion? On the contrary, would 
not this be a daring ſtep to provoke the holy One of Iſrael to 
wrath, and\draw down his vengeance upon our guilry heads? 

2. Becauſe, ſhould the propoſed repeal take place, we 

conſider it as moſt threatening to the peace and welfare of 
our King and country. | | 
It is a fact which requires no tedious proof, That, if Pa- 
piſts were to ſpeak out, they would plainly tell us, our-il- 
luſtrious King and family had no title to the throne of theſe 
kingdoms: Therefore, agreeable to this their avowed ſenti- 
ments, they muſt be conſidered as his avowed enemies, ar- 
dently wiſhing, and ſtrenuouſly endeavouring, in a ſecret 
way, to turn the ſucceſſion to the crown of theſe kingdoms 
into the former popiſh line, whatever ſtrong pretenſions they 
may make to the contrary : The very apprehenſion of which, 
we believe, fills the mind of every lover .of his King with 
dread and horror. But beſides, the welfare and peace of 
our country is deeply concerned here. When was the time? 
Can the period be pointed at when Papiſts were friends to the 
free Britiſh conſtitution, in church and ſtate ? . Are there not 
on record, in the annals of theſe kingdoms, ſtanding monu- 
ments of the perfidy of popiſh powers to Britain ? How falſe 
to their promile ! How double and treacherous in their de- 
 figns! And, is there any reaſon to imagine that the emiſſa- 
ries of popiſh powers will act with more honour or honeſty, 
than their maſters have done? Nay ! nay | Let us not deceive 
ourſelves.—Plots, intrigues, and formidable combinations, 
Papiſts have ever been —— for | Their religion is the 
ſame, and human nature the ſame that ever it was: There- 
fore the ſame religion, working on the ſame nature, muſt 
produce the ſame effects, in all times and circumſtances 
which effects, in the caſe of Papiſts being allowed an aſylum 
—— us, would manifeſtly tend to the confuſion and ruin 
of a free Proteſtant country. . . 

3. Becauſe, ſhould the propoſed repeal take place, we 
view this as a ſtep which-will infallibly wound and grieve the 


- 4 
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hearts of all God's people; for, whatever is diſhonouring to 
God muſt ſenſibly wound and grieve them. And, we believe; 


there is not a perſon poſſeſſed of the fear of God who will 
think it a trivial matter to do a thing that would give ſuch ge- 


neral offence, and be the cauſe of heart-grief to the godlyx 
of all denominations. And, upon the whole, we conſider 


this as a ſtep actually tending to diſaffett the hearts of many 
loyal ſubjects; and, ſhould the repeal in any inſtance take 


lace, the melancholy conſequences thereof would ſoon be 


elt by all and every individual Proteſtant in this kingdom. 
On theſe, and many other accounts, too tedious to men- 
tion, the Committee think it a duty which they owe to their 
King and country, themſelves, and poſterity, to join other 
ſocieties in the kingdom of the ſame ſentiments, in taking 
every conſtitutional meaſure to prevent the repeal of all and 


every one of the laws againſt Popery; and are willing to bear 


their part of the expence incurred in defending their cauſe 
before the parliament. They appoint this to be ingroſſed in 
the Edinburgh papers, - 
Signed in their name, preſence, and by appointment, 
ANDREW PATERSON, Preſes. 


PROVINCIAL SYNOD or MORAY. 


2d] „ January 29. 1779. 
THE Provincial Synod of Moray, alarmed by the general 
report of an intention to bring a bill into parliament, for re- 
pealing the penal ſtatutes in Scotland againſt Roman Catho- 
lics, by repealing clauſes and proviſions in an act of King 
William III. entitled, © An act for the preventing the growth 


*« of Popery;” and having met together for the ſpecial pur- 


” 


poſe of conſidering what legal meaſure may be taken for 


preventing ſuch repeal, after mature deliberation, the ſynod 
agreed in the following reſolutibn :>— They confider them- 
ſelves as bound in duty to their King and country, as well as 
to the intereſts of the true religibn, to give ſeaſonable notice 
of their apprehenſions and fears, that the relaxation of the 
penal ſtatues againſt Papiſts, that has been lately granted to 
thoſe of that religion in England, will, if extended to Scot- 


land, have a powerful tendency to promote the growth of 


Popery, and will give diſſatisfaction and diſquiet to Proteſtants 
vf this country; and for the diſcharge of their duty in this 


rticular, appoint copies hereof to be tranſmitted to the 


embers of parliament within the bounds of this ſynod. 
Extracted by | gg 
| © » Dvuxcan SHaw, Clerk, p. t. 


9 
- = . 
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SOCIETY or MASTER FLAX-DRESSERS IN 
| ' EDINBURGH. n | 
| 9 855 Edinburgh, January 29. 1779. 
THE Society of Maſter Flax-Dreſſers in and about the 
city of Edinburgh, conſtituted for the benefit of indigent 
members, having met, they took into their ſerious conſide- 
ration the tendency of a bill propoſed to be —_ into par- 
liament, for repealing the penal ſtatutes now in force in Scot- 
land againſt Papiſts, whoſe known pri —_ are deſtructive 
to the civil and religious, rights of the Proteſtant intereſt, 
conſidering the preſent penal laws as the ſtrongeſt barrier 
againſt the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, they unani- 
mouſly agree to concur with the Committee of Correſpon- 
. dents, here, in oppoſing ſaid bills paſting into a law, by e- 
very legal and conſtitutional method; and orders this their 
reſolution to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers. | 
| By order of the ſociety, figned 99 
 ALEtx: HenbERs0N, Preſes. 


1 


SOCIETY or CHAIRMEN IN EDINBURGH. 
| Edinburgh, January 29. 1779. 
THE Society of Chairmen and Bearers in Edinburgh, be- 
ing duly conveened, for taking into conſideration the oe 
ed repeal of the penal laws preſently in force againſt Papiſts, 
or Roman Catholics in Scotland, they are conſcious, on the 
reſent occaſion, of their own want of impartance, and of.the 
{mall influence which their opinion will have; yet they think 
they would be deficient in duty to themſelves, their country, 
their King, and to the Almighty himſelf, were they not to 
declare their ſentiments, in oppoſition to the intended repeal. 
The penal laws againſt Papiſts, they conſider as one of He 
ſtrongeſt ſupports, under God, of the Proteſtant cauſe, and 
the ſecureſt barrier which the wiſdom of their forefathers 
could deviſe, to prevent the dangerous encroachments of the 
popiſh religion. The repealing of theſe laws ' muſt promote 
the growth of that religion, whoſe principles they deteſt as _ 
Antichriſtian, idolatrous, and adverſe to the civil and religi- 
ous rights of mankind. . LOT 0 
The members of this meeting, are therefore, unanimouſly 
deſirous, that no repeal of the penal laws againſt Papiſts in 
Scotland may take place; and are willing to join with other 
more reſpectable bodies, to contribute, as far as their —_— 
| 9 Wi 


x 


FRIENDLY "ASSOCIATION or RELIEF. 


do conſider of a bill propoſed to be brought into parliament, 


apprehenſions of the dangers impending on both; upon at- 
count of which, we unanimouſly give our hearty approbation 


SOCIETY os GARDENERS „ DUNFERMLINE. 


them, that a general rumour had prevailed for ſome time paſt, 
which is every day becoming more alarming, that a bill is in- 


ing popiſh prieſts and Jeſuits publicly to teach and preach, to 
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will permit, towards defraying the expence to be incurred in 
the laudable purpoſe of oppoſing, to the utmoſt, the intend» * 
ed Roman Catholic bill. | 

3 DoxnaLD FarqQuHARSON, Prefer. 


Ry” 2 Edinburgh, January 29. 1779. 
. 'THE Friendly Aſſociation of Relief being duly conveened, 


anent the repeal of certain ſtatutes againſt Popery, made in 
ſeveral former partiaments z and, upon mature conſideration 
of the caſe, in this moſt alarming criſis, from the hiſtory of 
the barbarous effects of the religious tenets of the Roman 
church, as alſo from the temerity of ſome of that commu- 
nion ſending incendiary letters to the well-wiſhers of our 
happy eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, encouraged, no 
4 from the hopes they entertain of their ſucceſs in this 
preſent parliament, This fills us with the moſt alarming 


and concurrence, to every laudable and lawful attempt to 
oppoſe the ſaid repeal in every ſtage of its appearance. 
| 5 Ga, WiLsoN, Proſes. 


| Dunfermline, January 29. 1779. 

SEDERUNT,. Robert Ireland, chancellor; John Moody, 
vice-chancellorz Alexander Kilgour, treaſurer z Thomas 
Knox, deacon; with a t number of other members 
When the chancellor informed the meeting, that he had call- 
ed them together, at the deſire of feveral members, to acquaint 


tended to be brought into this ſeflion of parliament, for 
the relief of thoſe profeſſing the Roman Catholic religion, 
within this part of Great Britain called Scotland; for tolerat- 


open places of worſhip, to erect and keep ſchools and ſemi- 
naries of learning, and that upon a more enlarged plan than 
ſome of the reformed ſects are privileged with; and as it is 
the undoubted privilege of every ſociety and ſubject in theſe 
lands, to approach the throne of their gracious Sovereign, 


making 
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making their deſires known, whether by addreſs or petition ; 
it is therefore expected, that this foctery will take the ſaid re- 
port into their moſt ſerious conſideration, and give their o- 
inion thereupon; and if it ſhall appear to them, that the 
ſaid intended bill paſſing into a law, would be an infri 
upon the privileges and of dangerous conſequences to this. 
country, that Aer take ſuch meafures of ſhowing their 
diſapprobation t „as ſhall be lawful and expedient. 
| The meeting having heard, and maturely conſidered the 
above motion, after the moſt ſerious inveſtigation of the ſaid 
intended bill, as to the natural effects and conſequences that 
may be therefrom expected, are unanimouſly of opinion, that 
if x faid bill ſhall paſs into a law, it will be deviating from, 
and ſubverſive of both the civil and religious privileges to 
which this part of Great Britain called Scotland is entitled, 
by the Claim-of Right confirmed at the Revolution, and ho- 
mologate by the treaty-of Union between Scotland and Eng- 
land: That, though the members of this ſociety diſclaim 
and deteſt every . of perſecution for conſcience ſake, 
yet, when they reflect upon the generous and noble ſtruggles 
that their forefathers have ſuſtained againſt P and arbi- 
„ which has ever been the conſtant ſupport and 
attendant thereof, with the civil and religious liberties that 
have been obtained to this nation, as the fruits and effects 
of theſe laws enacted by their eſſors, for preventing 
the growth and propagation of that intolerant ſyſtem, many 
of whoſe tenets are ſubverſive of morality, and tend to en- 
ſlave the minds as well as the bodies of its votaries. They, 
as loyal ſubjects to their preſent Sovereign, and affectionate 
friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, muſt declare their diſſent 
from, and difapprobation of ſuch bill being extended to 
Scotland, which muſt undoubtedly produce the moſt diſ- 
agreeable conſequences, at leaſt to future riſmg generations, 
and are willing to join with other focieties and communities, 
in taking every and conſtitutional ſtep, to ent the 
rrvpery Shy &r- —— ordering this their reſoln- 
tion to be tranſmitted to the Committee of Correſſ 
at Edinburgh, for them to publiſh, if thought neceflary, 
| RogERT IaELANp, C. 
Jonx Brack, Clerk. 


SOCIETY os WEAVERS ix DUNFERMLINE. 
Dunfermline, January 29. 1779- 


' THE Society of Weavers in this place, conſiſting of uo 
. hundred 
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hundred perſons and upwards, having taken into their ſerious 

conſideration the alarming report of a bill being to be brought 

into parliament, for extending to Scotland the repeal of the 
ſtatutes againſt Popery, made in the reign of King Wil- 

iam III. the — inſtrument of our delivery from Popes . 

ry; were unanimouſly of opinion, if paſſed into a law, would 
be of the moſt dangerous conſequences to the civil and relis 
gious rights of the people of this country. And that they 
would be wanting in loyalty to je, potent Majeſty, their 
duty to God, and their paternal regard to poſterity, if they 
did not in the ſtrongeſt manner teſtify their diſapprobation 
a of any ſuch bill being extended to Scotland. The ſociety, 
4 re, unanimouſly diſapprove of ſaid repeal, for the fol- 
3 lo wing reaſons, viz. . | Ws, 
1H, Becauſe it would be contradiftory to the Revolution 
/ | ſettlement, upon which his Majeſty's royal predeceſſors came 
1 to the regal authority of this realm. The only and principal 
reaſon of oppoſing King James VII. being his countenancmg 
and encouraging the growth of Popery, in the united kings 
doms of Scotland and England. 5 
ad. Becauſe it would be a violation of the Claim of Right, 
viz. The abjuration of Popery and Prelacy, and eſtabliſhment 
of  Preſbyterianiſm, claimed by the General. Aſſembly of 
| Scotland, and ratified by the King William and the eſtates 
FP in Scotland; wherein the popiſh religion is abjured as con- 
trary to the word of God, and the laws of the land ſolemnly 
and unalterably ratified, and confirmed to us at the Union 
of the two nations, anno 1707. and as being an open viola- 
tion of the Coronation- ai 
3d. Becauſe the Roman Catholics allow the Pope's ſupre- 
macy in diſpenſing with the moſt ſolemn oaths, on which 
account, no ſtate can be ſecure from thoſe who hold ſuch, 
pernicious tenets. On theſe, and many more accounts, it 
would be inconſiſtent with every idea, principle of juſtice, 
and ſound policy, to paſs the-foreſaid bill into a law; there- 

. fore, the ſociety is reſolved to join with the inc ions 
and other ſocieties, in takin _ legal and — 
ſtep, to prevent, to the utmoſt of their power, the paſſing of 
the Forehiid bill into a law, are therefore reſolved to contri- 

- | bute a part of the neceſſary expence, ſuch oppoſition may 
require. The ſociety wiſhes all manner of ſucceſs to this, 
and every other legal endeavour that may be made to oppoſe 

the paſling of the foreſaid bill. : S 
a Signed by order, and in name of the ſociery, by | 
| One WILLIAM FERGUSON, Prefer, 
' | Jonx Hur ron, Clerk. 
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PLOWMEN 1x MUSSELBURGH any FISHER-ROW. | 


k | Fiſher-row, January 29. 1799» © 
WE, the Members of the Incorporation of Plowmen in 
Muſſelburgh and Fiſher-row, being affembled, and taking in- 
to our ſerious conſideration, the very dangerous tendency 
to which our rights both civil and religious will be expoſed, 
ſhould'a repeal of ES ſtatutes againſt Popery take place 
in Scotland, do, therefore, unite with other communities and 
ſocieties in Scotland, in uſing every conſtitutional and pro- 
per means to prevent, if poſſible, its accompliſhment; and 
to contribute, as far as our abilities will permit, towards the 
ying the expences that may attend fo indifpenſible a du- 
ty. For, it is our fixed opinion, That, ſhould ſuch a repeal 
take place, and liberty be granted to Roman Catholics in 
Scotland, to extend their property and influence, and erect 
maſs-houſes and ſchools for propagating their Antichriſtian 
and pernicious tenets, it will be attended with very dangerous 
conſequences to the ſacred and civil privileges of this country: 
Therefore, as we boaſt of being the pureſt” church in the 
world, and doubtleſs we are fo; we think it would be a ſhame 
to be found ſo much leſs zealous in the defence of our prin- 
ciples than thoſe who abound with errors, and whoſe faith is 
bttle better than ſuperſtition. Nothing affords greater matter 
of aſtoniſhment to foreigners, than to ſee a' people who have 
paid fo dear for their religion, calmly, and without any con- 
cern, to permit that religion, or rather ſuperſtition, to be 
apain planted among them, after having, in the kind provi- 
dence of God, got it ſuppreſſed; fo that they cannot with 
ſafety do as they have done. We have ordered this our de- 
claration to be publiſhed in the news- papers, in teſtimony of 
our cordial aſſent to the above. yh N 
Fan IJ. AKEN, Prot. 
E hid e le 


INHABITANTS or TN PARISH or PRIMR OSE. 


3 Primroſe, January 29. 1779. 
THIS day the Farmers, Tradeſmen, and Heads of Fami- - 
lies in this pariſh met, and, after ſome converſation, they un- 
animovſly agreed, That the ſtatutes which at preſent are in 
— N againſt Papiſts in this country ought not to be re- 
Imo. Becauſe the Roman Catholics have no reaſon to com- 
plain of theſe laws, for they have enjoyed more peace, liberty 
and temporal advantages * * government of * 
* or 


7 * 


* 
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for ſeventy years paſt, than popiſh princes abroad allow to 
Proteſtants in their dominions. | 
 2d5. That when we are at war with the French nation, it 
is not ſafe or prudent to encourage their friends who live-in 
the midſt of us. | | 27 
© 310. Becauſe the ng of theſe laws would b N 
to the articles of the Union: It would damp the ſpirit, dif- 
| 2 the hearts of many thouſands of his Majeſty's Faithful 
1bjefts, and raiſe fuch ſtorms of ſtrife and contention as would 
not be ſoon calmed. For thefe reaſons, as lovers. of peace 
und good order, and friends to our happy conſtitution, they 
reſolved to concur with the reſt of their countrymen, in uſing 
all lawful means to prevent the repealing of theſe ſtatutes.— 


And we hereby agree to pay our proportion of expence that 


may be incurred in this affair. And we order this paper to 
be put into the Edinburgh Advertiſer. | E 

Hap e WII Au Mack, Free. 
INHABITANTS os Tur PARISH or NEW. 


9 Newburn, January 29. 1779. 
THE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Newburn, met this day, 
to expreſs their ſentiments on the propoſed repeal of the 
7 ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics in this country. — 
ough inconſiderable as to numbers, wealth, or influ- 
ence, they cannot refrain-lifting up their feeble voice againſt 


- 


a meaſure which appears to have ſuch a fatal tendency on 


their civil and religious liberties, and is big with the moſt diſ- 
mal confequences to themſelves and poſterity. 

Popery, they conſider, as a worldly fyſtem full of ſuper- 
ſtition and deluſion, —whoſe doctrines are ſubverſive of ſcrip- 


tural Chriſtianity—whoſe ſpirit breathes perfidy and perſecu- 


tion—whoſe votaries have always been diſtinguiſhed for their 
breach of the moſt ſolemn engagements—whoſe keenneſs to 
make proſelytes has led them to uſe mean and baſe arts — and 
whoſe great delight is in falſehood, cruelty, and blood. 
Should it: increaſe and gain afooting in this country, which 
they appehend would be the cafe, if the propoſed bill were 
to paſs, thoſe bleſſings their forefathers haſed for them, 
at the expence of much blood and treafure, would be torn 
away the bulwark of the Proteſtant intereſt deſtroyed - the 
crown made to totter on the head of his illuftrious Majeſty 
their country involved in confuſion, or ſubjected to arbi- 
trary government—they expoſed. to. the tricks of debigning 
£1 5 prietts 


| have ordered the fame to be publiſhed in all the 
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bs, and Jeſuits, to the tyranny of opprefli popiſh land- 
ds, and perhaps to all the ſeverities of the helliſh helliſh in- 
ifition. 


To Almighty God, wa has the hearts of ell n in his 


hands, they offer up their united prayers, that he would 


bleſs, with the beſt of bleflings their rightful Sovereign 
George HI. and prevent him and his parliament from vring- 
ing upon this country ſuch a dreadful judgment. 

Gi theſe their ſentiments might be fully known, 


puanrrAvrs or THE PARISH OF PORT ts 
— PERTHSHIRE, 1h 


Port, January 29. "On 
WE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Port in Perthſhire, being 
convened in conſequence of the undoubted information re- 
ceived in this neighbourhood, That a bill is to be moved in 
parliament, for repealing the ſtatute laws of this land againſt 
Popery, do think it our duty, as ſteady friends to he Pro- 


teſtant Reformation, thus publicly to teſtify our diſapproba- 


tion of the ſaid intended bill, as eſſentially injurious to our 


conſtitution in church and ſtate; and we account it our ho- 


2 ae or that, as Britiſh ſubjeCts, we are not afraid | 


of ſo 
When we conſider how long we have been et with 
the enjoyment of domeſtic tranquility, and of our facred aud 
civil privileges; while we are cordially loyal and well- affected 
to government, and earneſt in our withes and prayers for the 
my proſperity, the new face which affairs in this nation 
eem to put on, gives us a juſt alarm for the moſt valuable 


intereſts of our gracious Sovereign, and his dutiful affectionate 


ſubjects. Though we are wholly at a loſs to imagine what 
good or falutary end can be ſerved by removing the antient 


- and harmleſs barriers of our public ſafety, we 1 
blind and inſenſible not to ſee, and from the to ro apprehend, 
the hurtful conſequences ariſing 

rancour, and animoſity, which rod 2 lay, i is Tike. 


T- occaſion all over Scotland; —1 at a time when 
ere is the greateſt need of national 2 and when o- 


ther important objects do ſo immediately call Tor united ex- 


we have derived from the holy ſcriptures 


ertion of the ſpirit and vigour of a brave and active Te 
Thankful for the light of truth and enlar 
and a Fr a Proteſtant th 


ducation, 
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2 jucation * a generdus abhorrence of a religion ſo full 


of impiety and groſs abſurdity, and which has - been produc- 
tive of ſuch diſmal ſcenes of perfidy, and of harbarous cruel- 
ty, in different parts of the world; and, for the ſake of the 
preſent and future generations, we cannot but be jealous of 
any meaſure which may afford to our worſt enemies, ample 
opportunity and legal authority to ſow, and gradually to 
cheriſh and cultivate the ſeeds of gloomy ſuperſtition, nar · 
row bigotry, fatal deluſion, and religious wickedneſs: amongſt 
us. And what moſt of all increaſes our concern, is the pro- 
ſpect of making this kingdom a refuge or ſanctuary for a ſet 
of men who haye been deſervedly caſt off, and execrated, 
moſt other nations of Europe, Men deliberately trained, an 
thoroughly —— for every baſe, treacherous, and ſangui- 
nary purpoſe; whoſe religious ſyſtem ſets: them looſe from 
every moral obligation, whoſe infernal deſigns and practices 
have rendered them intolerable nuiſances'in thoſe countries 
where the -Romiſh ſuperſtition is heid in moſt profound 
ghoſtly veneratioa. Men whoſe crooked principles are not 
onby deteſtable in themſelves, and utterly inconſiſtent with 
the fear of God, but directly ſubverſive of. all faith and truth, 
juſtice and humanity, which, under the moſt High, are the 
great pillars of ſociety and of government. 
For theſe reaſons, we do unanimouſly and heartily give this 
our public concurrence with the other numerous bodies of 
our  fellow-ſubjects in this nation, who have declared their 
fentiments in this matter, and appointed the ſame to beſub- 
ſcribed by our preſes, in our name, and publiſhed in all the 


news- papers. | 3 
eh 0 ' War TER MackIEBsOx, - Prefes. 


' HERITORS, KIRK-SESSION, any INHABITANTS 
or CALLANDER or MONTEA'TH. 


Callander of Montearh, January 29. 1779. 
IN a general meeting of the Heritors, Kirk-ſcffon, and 
Inhabitants of this parith, legally convened, they took under 
their moſt ſerious deliberation, the alarm which is ſpread from 
am intended repeal of the penal laws, in Scotland, againſt 
Popery. While they are infevior to none in loyalty to his 
Myjeſty, an attachment to his family and government, they 
cannot refrain from expreſſing the deepeſt concern for our 
liberties, civil and ſacred, ſhould any relaxation be made in 
theſe laws, as they now ſtand. A ugh 
— | | Although 


| 
( 
| 
£ 
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Although this —_ enjoys 6 * ſhelter 
of penal ſtatutes, and has power to annoy her es; | . 
ſhe diſdains to perſecute any man for conſcience fake: The | 
Papiſts, therefore, have no real cauſe of complaint, if their 
expectations are limited to a ſimple toleration. It is well 
known, that, under this diſguiſe of an unbounded indul- 
ce in religion, there was a deſign, in the year 1688, to 
| £4 Popery reſtored by degrees into this nation, as a religion 
friendly to deſpotic power. is | [OT 
We abhor Popery, for teaching a faith which is abſurd, 
and repugnant to the reaſon and common ſenſe of mankind. 
Her devotion is ſuperſtitions, and full of blaſphemy; her 
worſhip is more pompous than pure, more worldly than ij 
ritual; her precepts are bloody, diſhoneſt,” and, under 
ſanction of human indulgence, authoriſe the moſt attrocious 
crimes z her ſpirit js cruel, antichriſtian, intolerant; and in- 
fernal ; her principles of loyalty are equivocal, pretending 
allegiance to our Sovereign, while, in reality, ſhe inculcates 
implicit obedience to another ruler, who is held- infallible. 
Morality and allegiance are empty names, when no laws can 
bind, and a diſpenſation may be obtained from the obligation 
of an oath, | * * * ar 
. | Popery has al carried in her train maffacres, conſpira- 
cies, — afaffin tions; and, in ſpite of the deluſive aſ- 
ſertions of her friends now to the contrary, ſhe ſtill breathes 
the fame identical ſpirit in every age; for {he has declared to 
the world, and her votaries mult believe, that ſhe cannot err. 
Io allow Papiſts to purchaſe our lands, will give them in- 
fluence" at elections; or, by being elected themſelves, they _ 
ſhall become our lawgivers. To enliſt Papiſts into dur army 
puts the ſword intò their hand, and when they become the 
majority of the army, Proteſtants are undone. + 
Jo open ſchools, and eftabliſh ſeminaries for diffuſing Po- 
pery, will infe& the very fountains of knowledge, will poiſon 
the firſt principles of youth, will vitiate the faculties, debaſe 
the mind, and enthral the confcience'; the Proteſtant religion 
| will decline apace, our ſun go down,” and Popery once more 
will draw her vail of total darkneſs over;the land. 
Ihe ſituation of the Highlands is peculiar, if no gratitude 
is due, commiſeration, at leaſt, is expected towards the chil- 
dren and relations of thoſe brave men, who, in the laſt and 
preſent war, fought our battles, and carried our banners, 
diſplayed into the citadels of our enemies. By the extent of 
its pariſhes, the ignorance of the people, and the zeal of 
prieſts, a total defection from church and ſtate muſt ſpeedil 
enſue: Nor can the diligence of miniſters, the influence of 


go” Ty TIF TR FEW . 


. % 
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charity ſehoals, nor his Majeſty's annual bounty, be able to 


ſtem the torrent. In ſome pariſhes there are now two prieſts 
for one eftabliſhed paſtor; and if they obtain the ſanction of 
law, their inſolence will be intolerable, and their ſucceſs 


immenſe, | 7 . 
Thus, we have reaſon to apprehend, that the ineſtimable 
ivileges, which, as men and Chriſtians, we value more 

4 life, ſhall dwindle away by degrees, and, at length, 
be totally annihilated : Privileges which our forefathers pur- 

chaſed for us with a deluge of blood, which ware ſecured to 

us at the glorious: Revolution, which were confirmed by 

ſucceſſion of the houfe of Brunſwick, which are ſolemnly 
fworn to at every coronation, and are declared abſolutely un- 
alenable by the treaty of Union, OR 


1 . 


We, therefore, the inhabitants of this pariſh, in number 


above one thouſand five hundred, do reſolve, if a bill be brought 
into parliament to cheriſh Popery-in this kingdom, to uſe 
every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, in our er, to pre- 
vent it from paſling into a law. We alſo reſolve to contri- 
brute with our Proteſtant brethren, in employing counſel to 
plrad againſt it. And order our clerk to theſe reſolu- 
tions in our preſence, atid in our name; to publiſh this 


minute in the news- paper. irn 
4 | Joux MiLaren, Sf. Cit, 


MAGISTRATES A COUNCIL er ROTHSAY, 


yy ' Rothſay, January . 1779: 
THE Magiſtrates and Council of this borough met, and 
ing under their conſideration the dangers to which the 
Proteſtant intereſt in North Britain will be expoſed, in caſe 
2 general repeal ſhould be made of the ſtatutes, now in force 
in this part of the kingdom againſt Papiſts, think it their 
duty to declare their deteſtation of the various errors, ſuper- 
ſtitions, and political tenets of the Roman Catholics ; and 
declare that they will exert their utmoſt endeavour, in 2 
conſtitutional manner, to prevent any indulgence being grant- 
ed to Papiſts, which may be dangerous either to the intereſts 

_ of the Eng religion, or to the ſtate. 

„ Joann BLAIx, Clert. 


 g0Cl- 


1 


"a 


being 2 alarmed at ſuch a report, have ta 
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SOCIETY or Jjoun⁰nVv TUN COACHMAKERS: 


| Canongate, Edinburgh, January 30. 777 

THE Society of Journeymen Coachmakers in and about 
Edinb being duly convened; the preſes repreſented to 
them. at he was informed à bill was intended to be 
brought into parliament, for repealing the penal laws in 
Scotland againſt the Roman Catholics. They, the ſbeiety, 

ken it under 
their ſerious conſideration to agree and concur with al well- ' 
affected Preſbyterians, to uſe all legal and conftittitional mea- 
fures to prevent the ſame to the utmoſt of their power, for - 
theſe few following reaſons : 

1. A true Preſbyterian is bound, by the holy word of God, 
to reprobate every thing that is contrary to the tue faith 
once dilivered to the ſaints: Therefore it is now high time 
to ſtand up, and maintain the cauſe and intereſt of precious 
Chriſt, the alone head of the church, againſt thoſe errors, 
ſuperſtitions, and grofs abſurdities of the Roman Catholics z 
ſuch as, profeſſing the pope to be the head of Chriſt's uni- 
verſal churck on eartn. 

2. The denying to che common people the free uſe of the 


holy ſcriptures. 


3. The denying the cup to the people in the holy facrament. 

4. The ordaining public prayers to be offered op in a 
Kt Junge e not underſtood by the common people. 

he ordaining prayers to be made to ſaints and angels, 

which ſeems to have been eſtabliſhed in the year of our Lord 
787, when the ſeeond council of Nice appointed them. 

6. The doctrine of ſupererogation z that is, that ſome men 
have more virtue than is neceſſary to their ſalvation, and, 
conſequently, that they have ſome merit to ſpare for the be⸗ 
nefit of others ho want it. 

7. That Faith is not to be kept with heretics; inſtance the 
maſſacre of Paris; the burning alive ſeveral learned and godly 


people in Mary's time; and laſtly, the murder of 
thouſands a? ages and ſexes in Ireland, on the 23d day 


of October 1641... 

8. The doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, viz. the turning 
the bread and wine, immediately after conſecration, into the 
very body and blood of Chriſt: 

We alſo declare againſt the doctrine of the Roman Ca- 
tholics, in ſaying the ſcriptures do not contain all things ne- 
ceffary to ſalvation. Alſo we deny what they ſay, viz. that 


9 obſcure in foe points eſſential to faith. 
Likewiſe 


o 
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Likewiſe we deny the to be Peter's ſucceſſor, and the 
ſupreme head of the Chriſtian church. Alſo we deny that. 
God hath eftabliſhed any to be ſupreme judge in his church, 
who is infallible in matters of faith. We alſo deny the doc- 
trine of the maſs, viz. Chriſt offered up by the prieſt a ſa- 
crifice for the living and dead. We likewiſe deny that thoſe 


who ſeparate from the church of Rome cannot be ſaved. 


How abſurd is it for them to ſay, that the ſouls of even 
the ſaints, after this life, go to a place by them called Pur- 


| gatory, in order to be cleanſed from all their fins before they - 


enter into heaven? | | 


The ridiculous ſtory of their baſtard ſacraments we abhor ; 
what they mean by their euchariſt, viz. the water that came 
from our Saviour's fide to be the ſacrament, and the blood 
the euchariſt. The facrament of marriage and orders are 


indeed ſolemn actions, but have not the conſtituent parts of 
a ſacrament. The council of Florence, beld in the year 
1438, was the firſt that determined the number of ſeven ſa- 


craments: But to paſs by the abſurdities of , what they call 
extreme unction, holy water, telling beads, carrying the hoſt, 


. ringing bells before it, making people bow down on their 


knees while it paſſes by, and, if not, they are put to death; 
all which are ahſurdities not to be borne with: Therefore 
we agree to oppoſe the bill as far as in our power, and to 
contribute our mite, according to our ability, in order to 
ſuppreſs. the ſame; and conclude with the words of a learned 
nobleman, viz. Rocheſter. gs 
If Rome could pardon fin, as Romans hold, 
And if their pardon could be bought and ſold, 0 
T would be no ſin -t adore and worſhip gold. 
At this rate, they are happieſt who have moſt: 
Alas! the poor —all who are ſo are loſt. 
Whence came this knack ? or who did it begin ? 
Did Chriſt eꝰ er keep a cuſtom-houſe for ſin? 
Some ſubtile devil, without more ado, 
Did certainly this fly invention brew, 
To gull men of their ſouls and money too. | 
EE | . ALEX, LAURIE, Preſes. 
Extrafted from the minute book, * 
a Jon Moor, Clerk. 


WEAVERS any MILLE RS. 


| _  Cannon-Mills, January 30. 1779. 

THE Society of Weavers and Millers, with a conſiderable 
body of inhabitants in and about Cannon-Mills, having met 
PEER | g to 


Ä 
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to conſider of the ety of repealing the ſtatute laws 
5 — in Scotland, are cr of opinion, That 
—.— or miniſtry are not friendly to his Majeſty's 


perſon or government in general, or to our A u- 
tion in particular; not that we are afraid of 
| — 5 — ſuperſtition, as to ourſelves z we rene that black- - 
and darkneſs, which attend their impoſed fyſtem of re- 
ligion, is reſerved for themſelves ; but, 4 + fake, 
W r our Proteſtant brethren in appalling We bill. 
8 by order ot & the e | | 
0 * Janis MAN, Clerk. 


' 

| GLASGOW FRIENDLY SOCIETY. | 
THE Glaſgow when Sociery, Archibald MFArthur, 

at arms, preſes, being convened, were greatly 
, and found they had juſt cauſe lo be fo, at the legal 
—— — already given to „ in the ſouthern 
part, . IE Ed 
of this united kingdom; det a a door is opened for hat | 
execrable religion, ſpre elf through * length and 
breadth of our land, — that by the influence of traffickin 
Jeſuits and Papiſtical prieſts. oniſhing that Jeſuits, w 
—— — himſelf, ſhould be coun- 
tenanced by Proteſtants, and that without oppoſition from 
Proteſtant dignified clergy; 2 in other words, by thoſc 
who ſtyle themſelves doctors. of di divinity, to take the charge 
of immortal ſouls. Such vermin as popiſh ſtates themſelves 
have expelled as troublers of the peace, even ſuch have been 
admitted by our Proteſtant ſenate, (a ſenate, long confidered 
as the very bulwark of the P roteſtant intereſt) as good mem- 
bers of ſociety. » Tea, that ſuch are now become the very 
beſt of peaceable ſubjeftsz and, that their being prafefied 
Papiſts, does not prevent their being intereſted in the wel- 
fare of a Proteſtant government. How amazingly alarming \ 
the compariſon} Ho painful the view! How grieving the 
be me Cai, #4 — breaſt, that the poliſhed maxims 
| ge ſhould be found contradictory to the ex- 

bee of — in every age, ſince Rome uſurped a 
ſhip over the Christian world. We therefore beſcech 

our brethren, and fellow-countrymen, to call to mind what; 
our forefathers of old have fuffered by that ſame enlightened, 
—— religion, now attempted to be introduced among 

— and died in gefence of the Proteftant reli- 


Cc gion, 


—— — WS A — 
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gion, when à tyrannical prince introduced Popery, his fa- 


vourite religion, into the politics of the ſtate. Hiſtory is the 
beſt proof of religious principles. How pleaſing the proſpect 
to the remains of that family, to ſee their favourite religion, 
fo friendly to arbitrary power, the very baſis of tyranny, not 
only over the bodies, but alſo over the conſciences of men, 
even this religion again prevail by craft, when force had 
failed, and thereby their title aſſerted, their hopes renewed, 
and the rights of the preſent family overthrown; for-who can 
refuſe the reſtoration of the family, wha baſely abdicated the 
throne of Britain, to ſupport it, when the fundamental 
clauſe of our royal Sovereign's right to the crown is over- 
turned by its re- introduction? How painful muſt this be to 
us well-wiſhers to the Proteſtant intereſt, and real friends to 
the houſe of Hanover! Forbid it, gracious providence! that 
theſe diſturbers of the world, theſe. peſts of civil ſociety, ene- 
mies to our reformation principles, and ſacrilegious mockers. 
of the God of heaven, by their idolatrous image-worſhip, 


and ſcandalous pardon ſelling, ſhould ever have footing again 


in this country. g. bs) | 
_ Rome; Spain, Liſbon, Verſailles, the Conclave, the mo- 
naſteries and nunneries, with all the votaries of Antichriſt, 
may triumphanſly rejoice, ſaying, Ah, we would have it 
thus! Tell it not in their ſtreets, that the glorious crown of 
Reformation is likely to fall from thy head, O Britain! and 
a cloud of trouble hanging over thee } If a petition from the 
Proteſtants in Ireland is preſented to the great council of the 
realm, it is rejected; but if the myſtery of Babylon, in their 
rgeous array, become thy fupplicant, the is not only careſ- 
ſed by adminiſtration, but even patriotiſm is at her devotion. 
Many mg carried by a majority, but this with unanimi- 
ty: Ah! fellow Proteſtant ſubjects, «© the leaders of God's 


E people (ere now) have cauſed them to err.” Let us be on 


our guard againſt the inſatuation of our miſled rulers. Let us 
be unanimous in all legal oppoſition to Popery, in its ſheeps- 


+ clothing, as well as in its tyrannical perſecution, by the fiery 


ſtake of the inquiſition, and its other helliſh engines: Let us 


perſevere in our duty to God, to our moſt gracious Proteſtant 


Sovereign, to our conſciences, and obligations to; poſterity. 
Therefore this ſociety — agree to ai all 
Proteſtant bodies, in their laudable oppoſition to this cun- 
ningly deviſed fable of the Man of fin's invention: 
ih order of the profes and c, ty 
OO 4 14... Jonux Wurrrav, Curt, 
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_ — NINE. or TRANENT. * 25 


wit " Tranent, Fanuary 30. 1779 
VER b number of the Inhabitants of this 
2257 all friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, and well affected 
to his Myjefty's perſon, family, and government, met here 
this, day, and taking into ou ſerious 2 * 2 
couragement given to Po in and, er 
05 the — Ad 15 Catholics bare rea- 
ſon to fear that a bill, „granting the like Ae i be 
extended to Scotland Judge it their duty, and higheſt in- 
tereſt, to oppoſe a bill of this nature, if Se into parlia- 
ment, as they can never conſent to part with thoſe re 
in the acquiſition and e e of which our worthy 


ceſtors ſhed their blog 
of Popery being a manifeſt infringement of an efſential 


Sa #44 


volution; do, therefore, unanimouſly agree to join with other 
* and ſocieties, in taking every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure, to prevent the we. of faid ſtatutes, and the rex 
moval of any barrier, againſt the dangerous influence of Po- 
z and. that the will cheerfully contribute with others, 

each according to their PIs. in defraying what ye 755 


Rib, given, in by the people of Scotland at the glorious Re- 


may be incurred: And they all: 0 agree, that a copy of this 
their reſolution be 7 9 in the Edinburgh ck x apo 
Ach forgot nate Ta ene Mog1$0N,. Tet: 
f * n et ett % 0 Joan Tuxcax, Clerl. 
KIRK-SESSION aun > INHABITANTS o on $POTT. 
det, January 30, 1779 


| W, the Minifter, Elders: and Inhabitants, of the village 
and-pariſh of Spott, beg leave, at this very critical, and to 
us moſt alarming conjuncture of affairs, thus publicly to de- 
clare to all our loyal Proteſtant fellow - ſubjects, en al er in 
the ſame laudable cauſe „ 5 
of conſcience: That, | 
Senſible of the many ineſtimable both. ſacred 
and civil, that we have — generations bleings and/{till en- 
Joy under our glorious and auſpicious government z and. ful} 
loyalty as we are to our; moſt gracious Sovereign, the 
higheſt regard to the conſtitution,” and ſubmiſſion to its juſt 
and- equitable authority, we do, and ever will, to the utmoſt 
= our power, encourage and ſupport the — a 


' I , 
of the throne, the independency of , parliament, and the 
peace, 2 feticiey of br fellow. ſubjects, all eſ- 
ſentially and inſeparably connected together: And. 

In conſequence of theſe our loyal r | 
Chriſtian principles, we deteſt and abher, and will to 
- utmoſt of our power diſcourage and oppoſe every thing that 
8 has a tendency to ſubvert our preſent happy conſtitution; 
every innovation in our religious principles, and every thing 
8 of that freedom and liberty which we derive from 
* alone. Laa; * nd 88 4 TEES, ennie 
Theſe being our ſentiments and ſteady reſolutions, we do, 
from à juſt regard to our Happy conſtitution, as a free and in- 
dependent people; a moſt fackel regard for our holy Pro- 
teſtant religion, liberty of conſtience, and every thing dear 
and valuable in life, we do, and ſteadily will oppoſe any bill 
that may be offered to parliament to repeal, or even relax, 
the penal ſtatutes in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scot- 
land; and do heartily concur with other Proteſtant focietics, 
in ufing every prudent and conſtitutional meaſure, for pre- 
JJ ͤ ͤ ky 
An intolerant perſecuting ſpirit we do by no means reliſh, 
We ever wiſh to cheriſh and maintain the genuine ſpirit 
of Chriſtianit , meekneſs, gentleneſs, 555 s itſelf. But 
theſe benevolent principles and laudable endeavours natu- 
rally induce us to he upon our guard; to keep à watchful, 
# jealous eye, upon the motions of our enemies, whoſe 
cunning, üphcity, and cruelty, we have fo” oſten experi- 
enced; to diſcourage, and (if poſſible) prevent principles and 
practices in all reſpects Adele oppoſite to the goſpel of 
peace] Shall we again be entangled with the yoke of bond - 
age ! Shall we tamely ſubmit to the dictates; ſhall we invite, 
nouriſh, cheriſh, an order of men, whoſe intriguing male vo- 
lent ſpirit, frequent treaſons, aſſaſſinations, and po or attro- 
cious erimes, have rendered them the deteſtatĩon and abhor- 
rence of mankind i drawn down the odium of their ſovereign 
Pontiff upon their guilty heads, and effected their total ſup- 
\ . preſſion! No! forbid it reaſon ] forbid it conſcience and 
common ſenſe | Let us earneftly and bravely contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the faints : Let us 
ſtand 2 the liberty ———— Chriſt hath made * — 
and pray for the peace of em, and the proſperity of her 
friends and lovers. LITE | 
* P WIILTIAu CROMBIE,' Minister. 
Mt x. Mix rin, Jon DvDGEON;y pit 
| + Wilt: Cocurang Janes BERTRAM, > Elders. 
HExxY Dpans, „ e 
5 TOWN. 


/ 


« 
bs 


TOWNzCQUNCIL os, NEWMITLLS,0&.. 
Weile, January 31.1779. | 
WE, the Members of the Towu-Council of Newmills, | 
Members of Seſſion, and other Inhabitants of the Pariſh of | 
Lowdown, convened in the pariſh church, in conſequence 
of a preyious intimation from the pulpit, do unanimouſly — | 
join, in; declaring. our fincere regard far the Proteſtant reli- 
gion, as it is eſtabliſhed by many excellent laws at, and ſince 
the Revolution. © And we thick, by this our ſolemn decla- 
ration, is virtually implied our condemnation of all the errors 
of Popery contrary to, or inconſiſtent with our faith as found- 
ed on the word of God ; and that as fully, as if theſe feve- 
ral errors were particulary enumerated. And, with pleaſure, 
we obſer ve, ſo many of our fellow Proteſtants avowing, in ſo 
many printed publications, their abhorrence of all perſecu- 
tion for conſcience ſake, as contrary to the plain precepts of 
the Prince of Peace, who. declares, That his kingdom is 
not of this world.“ And for this, as well as for many other 
reaſons, we dtead the increafe of Popery; and we cannot but 
with all humility \expreſs our fear, that the Britiſh legiſlature 
may go into the extreme of too much indulgence, to 2 ſet 
who have ſo oſten abuſed indulgence, and perſecuted with 
be ee power. We therefore expreſi our de- 
fire, that unlimited toleration may never be granted to ſo in- 
tolerant a party; and we hope, that no ſuch deſign 
ever entered into the heads of Proteſtants, and that the fear 
of ſuch intentions in the Britiſh legiſlature are falſe and 
. groundleſs; and we ſuſpect that ſome enemy has fown their 
tares of murmur and diſtruſt, to divide and diftrect ſtill fur- 
ther the Britiſh ſubjects, who, when united, have been mn 
ſcourge.and r of tyrants, and the barrier and defence 
religious and civil liberty. Much leſs can we imagine, that 
the Britiſh legiflature will give freedom. to Jeſuit . prieſts, to 
erect ſchools and colleges, once more to over- run this king - 
dom, with a worſe than Egyptian darkneſs and bondage. A I 
party, which have been baniſhed from many popiſh ſtates, 
and have been, in al] ages, where they had power, a diſgrace 
and reproach. to the very name of Chriſtians. And we beg 
leave, to put out Proteſtant brethren in mind of their pre · 
ſent danger, now that ſo great a part of the Britiſh empire | | 
are ſtill in arms, and with a very powerful popiſh power, joint- . f 
y contriving the deſtruction of our once during empire. SY 
This in name, preſence, and by appointment of the ming, 
Go. Lawn, Preſer. 


— 
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"ug IETI oer Tus PANTHEON. 


in . Mary's Chapel, February 1. 1779. 
NR Society of the Pantheon, from a ſenſe: of that dut 

which they owe to their Sovereign, the «conſtitution, and 
their native country; are induced to. expreſs their ſentiments 
at the alarm given to this part of the united 2 in 


conſequence of a bill propoſed to be brought into parlia- 
ment, for repealing certain penal ſtatutes now in force again; 
rhe Roman Catholics in Scotland. uni 


che ſociety, ever ready to adopt iþat liberaliey of bl 
ment, for which the public have hitherto been pleaſed to give 
them eredit, ſhould be ſorry were their preſent appearance 
to 5 offente t: But, hen the moſt important intereſts of 
are at ſtake, they humbly think no apology is neceſſary, 
pirit of Chriſtian moderation, and a more enlarged mode 
| 7 hiking than'our forefathers were- blefſed with, are the 
wa arguments made uſe of by the friends to the bill : 
h may very poſſibly be the motive of ſome in judging ſo 
— the propoſed extenſion; but the ſociety are 
| Ny of- 3 that however laudable * to 
adopted ſuch motives may be, cannot w 
be applied to the preſent caſe. Ne rel cannot . 
a want of Chriſtian moderation, or a contraction of ſentiment, 
to endeavour to hand down to poſterity our civil and religi- 
ous liberties :—To guard and defend our glorious conftitu- 
— from ruin A conſtitution which owes its birth and 
on to the blood of our forefathers, wantonly ſhed 
5 very church to whom it is now pro- 
poſed to pay ſo high a compliment. Papiſts are the fame in 
inciples now as formerly: Every iota of their original ſyſtem 
is ſtill in force: Theſe pri principles, and that ſyſtem, are evident - 
ly hoſtile to our civil as = as reli conſtitution. Thoſe 
who — of different opinions, it is humbly apprehended, are 
not only ignorant of the tenets of P and the means ui- 
ed to diſſeminate them; but ſtraggers allo to the babe of 
this country. 
Thoſe unhappy periode need be 0 when al 
moſt every town in the iſland felt the ſeverity of Popiſh ven- 
geance, and of perſecution in its moſt dreadful forms. From 
the year 1540 to the year 1570, comprehending only the 
ſpace of thirt „no fewer than nine hundred thouſand Pro- 
teſtants were put to death, by Papiſts, in the Low tries, 
5 n, and n Among whom were 
* 


* This i is a Society i in — inflicuted for public px hol 


RATIO! RESOLUTION s 4% 19 
rn * Win Who can view ſuch 
anees 


cruelty without a ſyſtem af reli- 
gion giving Bantion to ſuch. acts of i ce „ 18 uaworthy 
to be tolerated.” - 


NE os en retenid to diftate 2 
to'the legiſlature. what bills ſhould, or e > 
but the warm attachment they have to the pre 


mily, and the Britiſh: conſtitution, impels them to 1 


that, if ever the one is ſubverted, or the other deſtroyed, 
which God forbid'! it muſt flow from a repeal of the penal 
laws againſt Papiſts : And, however, much they with to in- 
e the arid vo feelings of humanity ; yet theſe feelings 
give way when they appear in . to national 
ſafety, and conſtitutional exiſtence. In ſuch a caſe, mercy to 
a few would be cruelty to thouſands yet es The tents 
of Popery are ſo ininijcal ta the civil rights of ſociety, while 
at the ſame time the means of propagating them among the 
ignorant and unwary are ſo various and infinuating, that too 
much care cannot be taken to. preſerve inviolate theſe barriers 
which our wiſe progenitors erected againſt them. 
They therefore, cannot help concurring with their fellow- 


ddtizens, in adopting etery conſtitutional meaſure, and to 


contribute a ional expence, in order to prevent the 
repeal of thoſe ſtatutes, which they conſider to be the great- 


eſt ſecurity againſt e cruelty and religi- 


ous perſecution z..and havę ord cir preſident and clerk 
e e BIR FOE it in the nn 


mort! Tuo. Souukks, Profidtnt. | 


* OT Ron. Arenen Glerk. | 


Socirrr or JOURNEY MEN: WRIGHTS | i 
"EDINBURGH," 


© Mary's Chapel; N . oo 


IHE Society of Jolene Wrights of the er hls | 


buck, T's met, and conſidering the danger which now 
ſeems to threaten, both the civil and religious liberties of 
this part of the united * by a propoſal for extend- 


ing to Scotland an act made laſt ſeſſion of parliament, repeal- 


certain penal ſtatutes againſt the Papiſts i in England: 
The ſociery were of opinion, that ſuch repeal, if carried 
into execution, would be a mean of overturning our happy 
conſtitution, and deſtroying theſe liberties our anceſtors pur- 


Vn with their blaod.. therefore, unanimoully re- 


ſolved 
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folved to concur mgh.the ocher ineorpernicns ops forietiny 
in taking every legal meaſure, to oppoſe the ſaid. repeal in all 
its different ſtages, Walſo to contribute their proportion of 
the neceſſary expence; and appoint this reſolution to be in- 
ſerted in the Edinburgh news- papers. 


* d the minutes of the 
hag Wk . Sent, . cu. 


SESSION an PARISH. or TEMPLE 


Temple, February 1. 1779 
BY pa from the pulpit yeſterday, the gef 
and Pariſh of Temple met, and the meeting being conſtitute 
by prayer, took into their ſerious conſideration, the bill for 
repealing the penal ftatutes againſt the Roman A 2 
this country: They unanimouſly agreed by every 
thod, to prevent the ſaid bilP's paffing into a = — ot 
termined to maintain the religious rights and privileges which 
they now enjoy by legal authority, - which being tranſmitted 
to us through the blood of our fathers, we hold as moſt fa- 
cred and dear; we further reſolve to maintain the Proteſtant 
faith, the faith into which we were baptized, 'and which ve 
believe to be moſt agreeable to the revealed will of 
God, the only rule of faith and manners. 
Theſe being our unanimous ſentiments, we entreat the 
ſocieties who have engaged in the fame cauſe, to uſe 
— influence with perſons in power, to prevent the ſaid bill 
ht into parliament, or if that cannot be 
pion to obtain that it may be printed and ſent" into this 
country, which is fo deeply intereſted in the iſſue of it, as is 
uſual in caſes of the like nature. And alſo, as our religion 
now eſtabliſhed by law, may be impaired if too much liberty 
be given to the Gude we may have time and liberty, to 
lead our rights, either by ourſelves or counſel, before both 
— of parliament, before it be finally determined. For 
all which — — we are ready to cee what ax — 
"ind 4 order of ths ineting, Bak : 
Jon Goh wi Pri . 


INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN AND, PARISH 
or MONTROSE. 


Montrgſe, February 1. 1799. - 
mus Gy aver conſiderable number of the inhabitants 


of 
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df this town and pariſh being met, to conſider the nature and 
conſequences of an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of the par- 
liament of Great Britain, for relieving the Roman Catholics 
in England fren the penal laws againſt them, enacted in the 
reign of the late King William, which act, it is much feared, 
will be ſoon extended to Scotland ; and the above mentioned 
act being read and conſidered, the meeting were unanimouſly 
of opinion, that the penal laws againſt Popery are a part of 
our civil conſtitution, ſecured by the treaty of Union; that the 
quiet we have enjoyed from the attempts of Popery, is in a 

t meaſure owing to theſe laws; that no bad conſequences 
ve ever ariſen from them for theſe ſeventy eight years paſt, 
not any perſon that they know of been perſecuted on account 
of his religion: For which reaſons, they were of opinion; 
that theſe penal laws ſhould continue as they have done 
from the beginning of this century, as they can ſee no good 
conſequences — from the repeal of them, but on the 
contrary, are 1 very bad conſequences are juſtly 
to be apprehended the repeal of our preſent laws by the 
bill in queſtion; that the pageantry of the popiſh worſhip would 
make many converts among the ignorant and diſſolute; that 
their ſchools would poiſon the minds of the riſing generation, 
and the fecret practices of their prieſts greatly endanger tlie 
ſafety of the nation, when at war with popiſh powers. They 
therefore, unanimouſly reſolved, to oppoſe the extenſion of 
ſaid act to Scotland, by every legal and conſtitutional means, 
in conjunction with all other ſocieties who have declared 
the like ſentiments. And they order this their reſolution, 
to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh Advertiſer and Courant, 
and Caledonian Mercury, | 


Cn4. NtsBeT, Preſer. 


| KIRK-SESSION or TAIN. 


| Tain, 1 t. 1779. 
_ THE Kirk: ſeſſion of Tain, taking into their — 4 2-8 
fideration, the alarming reports current through the nation 
for ſome months paſt, and which now appear to be too well 
founded, of a bill being intended to be ſoon brought into par- 
liament, for repealing certain penal laws in force againſt Pa- 
pits in Scotland, ſimilar to that paſſed for England, laſt 
on of parliament, granting to Roman Catholics, not only 
the free exerciſe of their religion, but alſo the privilege of 
erecting ſchools and ſeminaries of learning, &c. do reckon 
it their duty to expreſs their uneaſy apprehenſions and dread 
of diſmal conſequences, a may be deteriment _ 
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the intereſt of the Proteſtant religion, of good morals, and 
the peace of the country, that are moſt likely to follow from 
the paſling of ſuch a bill. | | | 
_ They abhor perſecution for conſcience ſake, and the diſ- 
treſſing any who are harmlefs and peaceable members of 
ſociety, for opinions which have no tendency unfriendly to 
piety, virtue, liberty, and good order. But they conſider 
ome of the doctrines and tenets eſpouſed and maintained by 
the church of Rome, its votaries and emiſſaries, as having 
fuch tendency, as idolatrous and e impious, and 
immoral, caleulated to enſlave the conſciences, perſo 
and properties of men, and to involve ſocieties in endleſs 
confuſion. The ſtatutes enacted againſt Papiſts, prieſts, and 
| Jeſuits, they regard as neceffary fences raiſed by the wiſdom 
of our anceſtors to guard and ſecure the invaluable rights, 
privileges, and liberties of a civil and religious kind, obtain- 
ed for theſe lands at the ever memorable zra of the glorious 
Revolution, and confirmed by ſubſequent acts of parliament, 
particularly the aft of Union. To remove or break down 
theſe fences, they eonſider as expoſing the Proteſtants of 
this kingdom to the infults, fury, and violence, of inveterate, 
malignant, rapacious eneniies, whoſe tender- mercies have 
been found cruel. The ſpirit, genius, and intereſts of Pro- | 
teſtantiſm, and Popery are directly oppoſite ; whatever en- 
eourages Papiſts and ſtrengthens their hands cannot fail to 
diſcourage Proteſtants, and to weaken the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt. | | | 
It would be a matter of deep concern and real grief to the 
members of the ſeflion, as they are perſuaded it would be to 
many thouſands of their Proteſtant brethren in Scotland, ts 
ſee the Britiſh legiſlature enact, what had a tendency to diſ- 
appoint and fruſtrate in a great meaſure the pious endeavours , 
of the ſociety for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and the 
intention of the royal bounty of one thouſand pounds any", 
granted annually by 3 Majeſty King George 
and by his royal predeceſſors of illuſtrious memory ſince the 
Revolution; the main deſign, of which hath been to extripate 
Popery out of Scotland, as what was judged dangerous to 
our eſtabliſhed and happy conſtitution, not only in church 
but alſo in ſtate. This we humbly apprehend, will be the con- 
ſequence of repealing the laws exiſting againſt Papiſts, or 
| granting them any more indulgences than the toleration which 
. they already enjoy. | | 
I The ſeſſion teſtify their hearty approbation of the conduct 
of the ſeveral bodies and ſocieties, eccleſiaſtical and political, 
in various parts of the kingdom, who have declared their 
| p ſentiments 


* 
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- ſentiments againſt the propoſed bill. The N made, 
and the declarations emitted by theſe, they confider as the 
effects of a laudable zeal, and properly timed and well dire&t- 
ed. This ſeſſion are diſpoſed to join with others their Pro- 
teſtant brethren, in every legal and conſtitutional ' method, 
that may be judged e er for preventing the paſſing the 
intended popiſh bill, ſhould it be brought into parliament, 
and will be ready to contribute for this purpoſe according to 
their abilities. In this they ſignity what they know to be 

the ſentiments of a numerous people wer a which may are 

appointed to watch. 


— From the minutes of the url. / on of Tain, by 
| David ULAR Se. Clk. 


INHABITANTS oz. THe PARISH or UPHALL. 


CORY Uphall, February 1. 1779. 
AT a general mecting of the Inhabitants. of Pariſh of 
Uphall held this day, in conſequence of a previous intimation 
from the pulpit on Sunday laſt, who unanimouſly made 
| choice of the Rev. Mr. William Gib miniſter of Uphall to 
( be their preſes: 
The meeting kaving taken into their ſerious conſideration, 
the bill intended to be brought into parliament, for repealing 
the penal ſtatutes againſt 2 and thoſe profeſſing he 
popiſh religion in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
are unanimouſly of opinion, that a repeal of thoſe ſtatutes, 
muſt neceſſarily be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences . 
to ſociety, and in time prove totally ſubverſive of our liberties | 
both religious and civil : Therefore, reſolve to concur with 
other pariſhes and ſocieties, to contribute all in their 
in eyery legal and conſtitutional way, to oppoſe any ſuch bill 
being paſſed into a law. 


HERITORS, KIRK-SESSION, S., os OLD KIL- 
PATRICK. 


„ Kilpatrick, Fe 1779. 
PUBLIC intimation being made, ſeveral of the reſiding 
Heritors, the Kirk-ſeflion, and a great number of the Heads 
of Families, and other Inhabitants of the pariſh of Old Kil- 
patrick, met this day, and took under their conſideration, 
a report that hath univerſally prevailed, That it is * 


* - > 4 
». A 
* % 


to bring in a bill this ſeſſion of parliament, to repeal the pe. 
nal ſtatutes in the law of Scotland againſt Roman Catholics, . 
which hath greatly alarmed many of the inhabitants of this 
country, from an apprehenſion, that ſuch a repeal will tend 
C greatly to increaſe the growth of Popery and endanger the 
civil and religious liberties of his Majeſty's loyal Proteſtant 
ſubjects of this kingdom. They therefore embrace this op- 
portunity of declaring their abhorrence of the perſecuting 
ſpirit, barbarous cruelty, and abſurd tenets of the church of 
Rome; and they hope that no bill will be enacted into a law 
to repeal theſe ſtatutes, or to grant a free and unlimited to- 
„ leration both in church and ſtate z and, if a bill is brought 
into parliament which evidently appears to have this ten- 
dieeney, they hereby declare their willingneſs to concur with 
 - + their fellow-ſubjects, in every legal and conſtitutional me. 
thod, to oppoſe the ſaid bill from paſſing into a law. And 
they appoint Alexander Bell ſeflian-clerk, to ſee that this our 
- peſolution be publiſhed in the Glaſgow news-papers. 
© Signed in their name and by their appointment, by 
00 * ALEXANDER BELL, // Cll. 


, | of Dollar, February 1. 1779. 


AS the bill, we are told, ſoon to be brought into parlia- 
ment, and intended, by the contrivers of it, to repeal the 
penal ſtatutes ſtill in force in this realm againſt Papiſts, has 
raiſed a truly patriotic ſpirit of oppoſition in many pariſhes of 
Scotland; We, the Kirk-ſeflion, reſiding Heritors, and 
Heads-of Families in the pariſh of Dollar, think we can 
. never anſwer to God, our own conſciences, or to our coun- 
try, if we do not, at this alarming criſis, teſtify our. entire 
diſapprobation of ſuch a repeal ; and this we do for the fol- : 
lowing reaſons, which appear to us to be very ſtrong and 
conyincing. ; | | 
1. Becauſe no national advantage whatſoever, we appre 
hend, can poſſibly ariſe from paſſing this bill into a 7 
1 though the anarchy, the ſedition, the tumult neceſſarily en- 
ſuing, if ſuch an event ſhould happen, muſt be evident to 
the meaneſt obſerver, | 
2. Becauſe ſuch a law, in our humble apprehenſion, would 
totally defeat the generous intentions of our gracious Sove- 
reign in granting his royal bounty for the civilization of the 
Highlanders: For how could the work of civilization pro- 
cted among them, unleſs we ſuppoſe that the ſwarmof mu. 
| | | an 
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and Jeſuits, overſpread the land in virtue of the boundleſs 
toleration them by this law, were, inſtead of our 
catechifts, to condeſcend to be their inſtrufters? Wonderful 
civilization indeed | and never enough to be applauded royal 


2 
3. uſe ſuch a repeal of our penal laws againſt Papiſts, 
with whatever ſpecious names it may be coloured, would, in 
reality, we apprehend, be nothing elſe but a reſtoration of 
Popery; a reſtoration of that cruel ſuperſtition, the diſmal 
effe cts of which our religious anceſtors ſo ſeverely felt, and 
. which to preſcribe coſt them fo much blood and treaſure z 
that cruel ſuperſtition which includes in the notion of it, 
* every thing that can poſſibly debaſe the underſtandings, and 
corrupt the hearts of its deluded votaries z and which, in its 
pature, implies a more deteſtable idolatry than ever diſgraced 
Paganiſm itſelf ; that cruel ſuperſtition which has ſlain my- 
riads of the faithful followers of Jefus, and, as ſuch, is de- 
ſcribed, in the moſt lively colours, by the ſpirit of prophecy, © 
long before ſuch ſuperſtition Had any exiſtence : © I ſaw the 
% woman (fays John) drunken with the blood of the ſaints, 
sand with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus; and, when I 
« ſaw her, I wondered with great admiration.” How 
ful an inducement this to thoſe who believe the goſpel, not 
to favour, but oppoſe, with all their might, that cruel ſu- 
perſtition which is the object of divine abhorrence, and will 
be the ſuhject of divine infliction. Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye 
te receive: not of her plagues.” But however gloomy 
proſpect we have-before us may be reckoned, it becomes us 
not to deſpond; for, although the bill in favours of Popery 
ſhould paſs both houſes of parliament, yet we can never per. 
ſuade ourſelves it will receive the royal aſſent: We cannot 
eaſily bring ourſelves to believe, that a perſon of ſuch prince- 
= ly virtues as our Sovereign, will, for the ſake of any pay or 
ion whatſoever, wantonly violate thoſe rights of a free 
people, which he has ſworn in the moſt ſolemn manner 
maintain; fince the ſteady maintenance of theſe rights is 
—— ornament of his crown, and the firmeſt ſupport ot 
is throne. | 


Signed in name and by apprintment of the meeting, by 200 
. | Jauxs Laus, Preſes. 
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p 2 Lochmaben, February 1. 1779. 

.{ WHEREAS, a great and general alarm hath fpread a- 
broad, among all ranks of people in this part of the country, 
of an intention to repeal all the laws againſt Roman Catholics 
in Scotland, and to grant a free and unconditional toleration 
of the popiſh religion: The reſiding Heritors, Heads of Fa- 


milies, and principal Inhabitants of the royal burgh and pa- 


riſh of Lochmaben, being convened, think themſelves called 
upon to expreſs their ſentiments on this important occaſion, 
Animated with the moſt dutiful loyalty to their Proteſtant 
Sovereign, with the ſincereſt love to their country, — with 
the firmeſt attachment to their happy conſtitution, with the 
higheſt regard for their inviolable privileges both ſacred and 
evil and at the fame time, not only diveſted of all into- 
lerant and bigotted principles, but deeply impreſſed with thoſe 
mild and generous ſentiments characteriſtical of genuine Chri- 
ſtianity, they do take this opportunity of publicly declaring, 
That, in their humble opinion, ſuch a meaſure would be 


attended with the moſt dreadful conſequences, peculiarly at 


this critical period. They conſider Popery, with her diſpen- 
ſing power of moral obligation, not only as inimical to the 
rights of men in general, but particularly as in ſeveral reſpects 
inconſiſtent with, and ſubverſive of the union betwixt North 
and South Britain; and that the open introduction of popiſh 
prieſts and Jeſuits, (a ſet execrated by the Pope himſelf) as 
maſters of the education of youth in this kingdom, would 
have the moſt unhappy tendency to pervert the weak and ig- 
norant, and tincture the minds of the riſing generation with 
diſaffection to our preſent happy conſtitution both in church 
and ſtate, eſtabliſhed at the expence of ſo much blood and 
treaſure. | FF, 

It has been pleaded, that ſome of the penal ſtatutes of this 
kingdom in civil, and even in ſome religious inſtances, have 
the appearance of rigour and feverity ; but conſidering the 
times when, and the neceſſary purpoſes for which they were 
made,—the deſuetude into which they have fallen, and the 
— though private, privileges, which in this country 

apiſts enjoy: They apprehend, that, with the greateſt pro- 
priety, may be applied here, the ſaying of the poetical Pope, 


That partial evil's univerſal good.” 


This very numerous meeting therefore do fondly hope, and 


F- 7 
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confuſion 


and. ſending 
rt of her ri 


ardently wiſh, the deſign may be dropt, that 
may arife in this part of the Britiſh empire, fo 
well affected, and lately fo liberal in 

thoufands and ten thouſands, for the fuppo 


and privileges; however, ſhould ſuch a bill be brought into 


parliament, they doubtleſs, cannot fail to conſider themſelves 
bound by every tye and obligation, — by their ſacred. duty to 
God,—by their conſtitutional 
country, by their tendereſt feelings for poſterity, and by 


their own peace and intereſts, though with deep concern, to. 


Join in, every conſtitutionat meaſure, and to grudge no ex- 
pence, according to their ability, in order to prevent its ex- 
tending to Scotland. And they are happy to add, that the 
honourable the magiſtrates and council, and alſo. the incor- 
poration of trades in this burgh, have propoſed petitions re- 
ſpectively to both houſes of parliament, to be preſented in 
due time, praying to be heard in their own 


| ſeffion, and, ſo far as is known, all thoſe in the neighbour- 
hood, concur heartily in the above ſentiments. The meeting 
ordain this minute to be publiſhed in the news- papers. 


ure e in their name, preſence, and at their command, by 
Pro. HENDERSON, Prefer. 


MAGISTRATES, TOWN:COUNCIL, Orc. or 
-JEDBUR GH: 


Jedburgb, February 2. 1 779. 


THE Magiſtrates, Town-Council, Incorporations, and 


Inhabitants of Jedburgh, taking into conſideration the in- 
formation they have received, that a bill is intended to be 
brought into parliament for 25 repeal of the penal laws, now 
in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, are apprehen- 
five of the fatal conſequences that may attend ſuch 2 mea- 
ſure; they therefore have, this day, come to a reſolution to 
oppoſe the ſame, by every legal and conſtitutional means: 
And deſire this their reſolution may be inſerted i in the Edin- 
e news- papers. 

An. Lookvue, Clerk. 


Tux SEVEN INCORPORATIONS IN KELSO. 


8 Kelſo, February 2. 1779. 
WHEREAS a | general alarm has f. pread over the country, 
| that a bill is expected to be brought into parliament this 


ſeſſion, 
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to their King and 


| ence againſt 
the ſaid bill; and ſtill further, that the miniſter and kirk- _ 
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ſefion, for yepealing the penal laws, now in force in Scots 
land againſt Roman Catholics. | Rte 

The penal ſtatutes againſt the ove of Popery we con- 
fider as founded in the law of ſelf- preſervation, that they 
originated not in the reſentment of our anceſtors, but were 


the reſult of their matureſt- wiſdom. Therefore, that our 


filerice upon this occaſion may not be conſtrued into an ap- 
pos of a meaſure which we deem dangerous to the 
ro t intereſt, and the civil liberties of this country z 


in this public manner, we take the 8 of teſtifying 
jeties, 


dur reſolution to concur with other ſocieties, c. in Scot- 
in taking every regular and conſtitutional method, to 
oppoſe the g of ſuch a bill into a law. At the fame 
time, cap ion as faithful and loyal ſubjects of our moſt 
ious Sovereign, and firmly attached by principle, as well 
2 to his perſon and family, fills us with uneaſy appre- 
henſions, that a repeal of thele ſtatutes may have ſome ten- 
dency to allienate the hearts of his Majeſty's beſt friends in 


| this part of the Iſland. Our' ardent deſire, that the throne 


of Britain, may to the lateſt poſterity be filled with a Pro- 
teftant prince of the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, makes us 
afraid to think of the increaſe of Papiſts, upon whom no de- 
pendence can be placed, whatever oaths of allegiance they 
may ſwear, eſpecially while there remains any deſcendant of 
a prince, who vas dethroned for being of the popith religion. 
And they order this to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh 
news-papers, and appoint it to be ſigned by the convener, 
who. was choſen preſes of this meeting. ket 
5 Jauxs Rosso, Prefer. 


PRESBYTERY or DUNSE. 


| Dunſe, February 2. 1779. 

THE Preſbytery of Dunſe being met and conſtitute, came 
to the following reſolution : , 

We taking into our ſerious conſideration, the general alarm 
that has been ſpread through this kingdom, with reſpect to 
the repeal of the penal ftatutes againſt Popery, are unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that ſuch repeal may be attended with the 
moſt pernicious conſequences to the religious intereſts of our 
people; while we abhor perſecution for conſcience ſake, we 
can ſee A why any reſtraints ſhould be removed 
from, far leſs why any legal countenance ſhould be given 
to a religion which uſurps ſuch an impious dominion over 


the divine laws, and over the lives and conſciences of 1 7 
* 5 * : | f g 6 


4 


DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS; Ge. 209 


We have hitherto been ſilent, in hopes that the alarm might 
be falſe ; but as we are now aſſured that the bill is actually 
framed, and is. ſoon to be brought into parliament, we have 
loſt no time in collecting the ſentiments of the different pa- 
riſhes under our care, and are happy to find a very great un- 
animity among all ranks, to oppoſe the ſaid bill. We conſi- 
der ourſelves as called upon to make this public teſtimony, 
from the duty we owe to God, who has honoured us with 
ſo important a truſt, and from the duty we owe to our peo- 
e, whoſe ſacred intereſts we regard as conſtituting our moſt 
po rtant object. | 
is in the name and by the intment of preſbytery, 
is extracted from the — of — by 
BonkRT Bow MAKER, Clerk. 


ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY or PERTH axnv DUN. 


2 2 Dunfermline, February 2. 1779. 
THE Aſſociate Preſbytery of Perth and Dunfermline be- 
ing met, and taking into conſideration the general and a- 
larming report, of an intention of the legiſſature to ropeal 
the penal laws preſently in force againſt Papiſts in Scotland, 
judge it neceſſary to declare, in this public manner, their 
apprehenſions that ſuch repeal will be attended with the moſt 
injurious conſequences to the natural and religious intereſts 
of the inhabitants of this country. That religion which au- 
thoriſeth its profeſſors to break faith with thoſe whom they 
re pleaſed to denominate heretics, and even to put them to 
death, is certainly entitled to no countenance from a Pro- 
teſtant government. Such a government can obtain no ſe- 
curity from them for their good and peaceable behaviour, 
while they profeſs a religion which neceſſarily involves ſub- 
jection to a foreign head, who claims and has exerciſed the 
power of freeing his ſubjects from thoſe ſacred obligations, 
which are the grounds of mutual ſafety and confidence a- 
mong mankind. e | | 
The propoſed repeal will expoſe our religion to no leſs im- 
minent danger, as hereby liberty is to be granted to popiſh 
prieſts and Jeſuits, to exert their malignant induſtry in diſ- 
ſeminating their abominable principles of ſuperſtition, idola- 
try, and blaſphemy. When we look back on the glorious 
Reformation from Popery, which 4 gracious providence, ac- 
compliſhed in theſe lands (the fruits of which we now enjoy) 
the means by which it was . and the noble eise 
a | , L. : W 
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which our anceſtors maintained in expelling the Man of fin? 
we judge ourſelves bound in duty to God, to the preſent arid 

e generations, to do all in our power to prevent the re- 
turn of that hideous evil. It is with peculiar pleaſure we 
obſerve our countrymen ſo generally, and with ſo much 

, zeal, adopting meaſures. to difſuade the legiſlature from 

making any alteration in thoſe laws, which have hitherto 
proved no inconfiderable barriers to the re- introduction and 
ſpread of Antichriſtian abominations. And we tan affure the 
friends nds of the Proteſtant intereſt, that the body of people 
under our inſpection are forward to concur” in every legal and 
proper meaſure to prevent the apprehended were | 

ö Davip GREi1G, Pref. Ci. 


INHABITANTS or DUNFERMLINE. 


Dunfermline, February 2. 1779. 
IN a meeting of the Inhabitants of the town and pariſh of 
Dunfermline, called by order of the heritors from the lat- 
teren on Sabbath laſt, and conſiſting. of ſeveral thouſand 
men, after prayer by the Rev. Mr. John Smith, the meeting . 
made choice of David Turnbull, Eſqz. as their preſes, who, 
as preſes of the late meeting af the heritors, laid before this 
meeting the reaſons for their being called together, viz. To 
 Acquaint them that it is now confidently affirmed, that a bill 
is intended to be brought into this ſeſſion of partiament, if 
not already preſented, for repealing the penal laws preſently 
in force in Scotland againſt Roman Catholics, and for put- 
ting thoſe of that denomination in Scotland on the ſame foot- 
ing with thoſe of their Catholic brethren in England; and. 
therefore intreated, that this meeting would take the ſaid in- 
tended repel, with the conſequences that may 'be appre- 
hended from it, into their ſerious conſideration, and give 
their opinion therenpon.. | 
The meeting diſclaiming all prineiples of perſecution, for 
opinions that may be held and taught with ſafety to the mo- 
rals and perſons of mankind, having maturely deliberated 
upon the ſubject before them, were unanimouſly of opinion, 
that, if the faid bill ſhall paſs into a law, it will de attended 
with the greateſt danger, and a fatal innovation in the con- 
ſtitution of this kingdom, in regard that theſe ſtatutes made 
\ "a part of the law of Scotland before the treaty of Union, | 
| and the enjoyment of them was by that treaty ſolemnly ſe- | 
cured to the people in that part of the united Kingdom, and 
eannot. be repealed without a violation of ſaid treaty, and oo 
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the good faith which ought to ſubſiſt between contracting 
parties. That theſe laws were framed and enacted by the 
ſame wiſe counſellors and able ſtateſmen who brought about 
the great and memorable event of the Revolution, and ſe- 
cured the ſucceſſion to the throne of theſe kingdoms in the 
Proteſtant line and illuſtrious houſe of Hanovers That the 
legiſlature then conſiſted of men of as liberal ſentiments, as 
enlarged views, and as much political ſagacity and penetra- 
tion, as ever adorned the biography of Great Britain; and 
having lived nearer the times when Popery ſhowed itſelf, in 
its moſt dreaqtully deteſtable, bloody, and horrible aſpect, 
they had ſtronger impreſſions, and a juſter ſenſe of its ma- 
lignity, than we at this day can have, and therefore never 
thought themſelves ſafe from its machinations till theſe laws 
were enacted; knowing well that nothing leſs ſevere would 
have the deſired effect. And the meeting think they would 
be wanting in their duty to God, to the preſent, and to fu- 
ture generations, as well as in point of gratitude to the me- 
mory of men to whom they owe ſo much, ſhould they not, 
to the utmoſt of their power, oppoſe the repeal of laws which 
they conſider as artillery -placed upon the ramparts of a city, | 
harmleſs and inoffenfive when no attack is made, but ready 
for defence when any aſſault is offered. And the meering 
knowing well, that Popery is ſtill the ſame abſurd, danger- 
ous, intriguing, cruel, and bloody ſyſtem it was before the 
eformation from it took place, and as inimical to Proteſ- 
_ tantiſm, as Judaiſm is to Chriſtianity z and are juſtly appre · 
henfive, that if once tolerated by a removal of theſe neceſ- 
fary reſtraints, it will never reſt until it is eſtabliſhed. Such 
is the furious, though blind zeal of that ſect, for propagating 
their own faith, they will ſtick at no means, Air or foul, 
ſmooth or- rugged, gentle or attrocious, for accompliſhing 
their ends. And ſupported, as they doubtleſs will be, by 
the congregation De 2 Fide at Rome, the event is 
alarming, and the conſequences unſpeakably dangerous to 
the peace and good order. of the country, the rights and pri- 
vileges of the ſubject both ſacred and civil: And it is re- 
membered, that, in our day, when a bill for naturalizing the 
Jews had paſſed both houſes of parliament, and got the royal 
aſſent in one ſeſſion, it was in the next ſeſſion prudently re- 
pealed, upon a repreſentation from the people of their ap- 
rehenſion of danger to the Chriſtian religion from ſuch a law 
| being admitted ;—and, as hinted above, there is not more 
danger to Chriſtianity from Judaiſm, than there is from Po- 
pery to Proteſtantiſm. -_ | . | 
Ihe meetings therefore, declare their readineſs and deſire 
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to uſe every legal and conſtitutional meaſure for oppoſin 
the"exterifion Sf ſaid repeal to Scotland, and will Perch 
concur with every other body corporate, ſociety, and congre- 
gation, in petitioning parliament ſor that effect, and will 
readily contribute their proportion of what expences may be 
incurred thereby; - ordering this their reſolution to be inſert- 
ed in the Edinburgh news- papers. 
Signed in name and by appointment of the meeting, by | 
| | Da. TurRNBULL, Prefes. 


PARISH or NEWLANDS. 


| 1 
Neculandt, County of Taweedale, Feb. 2. 1779. 


THE greateſt part of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of New- 
lands met'this day, and taking into their ſerious confidera- 
tion an alarming report which prevails, that a bill is ſoon to 
be preſented to parliament for the repeal of certain penal 
ſtatutes, now in force in this part of the united kingdom 
againſt Popery, they think themſelves bound in duty to de- 
<lare, that while they are the friends of toleration, and ab- 
Hor perſecution for conſcience ſake, 'they, at the ſame time, 
from a regard to the preſervation and ſupport of that religion, 
and of thoſe liberties, for which their anceſtors ſuffered, and 
to which they themſelves cannot be too firmly attached, are 
unanimouſly of opinion, - that the taking away any of theſe 
legal reſtraints, which have ſo long been found neceſſary to 
prevent the growth of Popery and lawleſs power, would be 
attended with the moſt unhappy conſequences to the coun- 
try, dangerous to their religious rights and civil liberty, in- 
conſiſtent with the articles of the treaty of Union, and in all 
human probability would have a fatal tendency to alienate the 
affections of many of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects in Scotland. 

For theſe, and ſeveral other reaſons which might eaſily be 
enumerated, they give their united teſtimony againſt the re- 
peal of thoſe laws reſpecting Popery, as they now ſtand, and 
will, along with other ſocieties, adopt ſuch legal and conſti- 
tutional meaſures, as may be judged moſt proper to prevent 
ſach repeal. They are alſo ready to contribute, according to 
their ability, towards defraying fuch expences as may neceſ- 
 farily be incurred in carrying on this pious and laudable de- 
ſign ; and they appoint theſe their ſentiments to be inſerted 
in the Edinburgh news-papers. I 

Signed in preſence, 'and by appointment of the meeting, 
conſiſting of ane hundred and fifty-ſeven perſons, by 

"OY | Joann A1TKEN, Preſes. a 
ARCHIBALD FAIRBAIRN, Clert. 
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KIRK-SESSION, HERITORS, Er. or Tus PARISH 
or NEILSTON..- . 


| Neilflon, February 2. 1779 

WE the Kirk-ſeflion, Heritors, and Heads of Families of 
the Pariſh of Neilſton, met this day, and took into our moſt 
ſerious conſideration, a report which hath prevailed for ſome 
time paſt, and ſeems now to be generally believed by all 
friends to the Proteſtant intereſt in this part of the united 
kingdom, that there is an intention to bring in a bill, during 


the preſent ſeſſion of parliament, for repealing the penal laws 


againſt Papiſts in Scotland, we think ourſelves obliged from a 
principle of duty to our God, to our King, to our country, 
and. poſterity, to declare, in the ſtrongeſt terms, our diſap- 
probation of this meaſure. | 2 
In this we are not influenced by an intolerant and perſe- 
cuting ſpirit, but from a ſolicitous concern for the ſecutity 
and preſervation of our religious and civil liberties, which we 
apprehend, will be in the utmoſt danger, if faid bill ſhould 
_ into a law. It is our opinion, that thoſe of the popiſh 
perſuaſion amongſt us, have hitherto Enjoyed all the advan-- 
tages which they could either wiſh for, or expect in their 
circumſtances. But to put them on an equal footing with 
Proteſtant ſubjects, as to the exerciſe of their religion, the 
peculiar doctrines and tenets of which, are, in our opinion, 
. manifeſtly inconſiſtent with, and diametrically oppoſite to 
the pure and unmixed doctrines and precepts of the goſpel, 
ſubverſive of all moral obligations, and deſtructive of the li- 
berties and beſt intereſts of mankind, is what we cannot think 
of without the deepeſt concern. For we apprehend, that if 
ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law, it will be productive of the 
moſt fatal conſequences in this part of the united kingdom. 
Dreading theſe conſequences, and being exceedingly de- 
ſirous to prevent them, if poſſible, we think ourſelves called 
upon as loyal and dutiful ſubjects, and friends of the Prote- 
ſtant intereſt, to exert our utmoſt endeavours, in a legal and 
conſtitutional way, as far as our circumſtances will allow, to 


oppoſe ſaid bill being paſſed into a law. Theſe our ſenti- 


dinburgh news-papers. | | NOS: 
T his in name, and by appointment of the meeting, is ſigned by 

| Joun A1RsToON, Preſes. 

Joun Wirsox, Minister. 


ments, we deſire may be publiſhed in the Glaſgow and E- 


; 


| 
| 
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SESSION axp PARISH or INCHINNAN. 


Inchinnan, February 2. 1779. 
WE the Miniſter, Elders, and Heads of Families, of the 
Pariſh of Inchinnan, . confidering the general alarm which 
prevails in this country, reſpecting the bill which, it is ſaid, is 
intended to be brought into this ſeſſion of parliament, for 
repealing the penal laws of Scotland againſt Popery, reckon 
it, upon this occaſion, our duty, publicly to declare our zea- 
lous attachment to his Majeſty's perſon and 1 and 
to our excellent conſtitution in church and ſtate, as by law 
eſtabliſhed ; and our abhorrence of all perſecution for con- 
ſcience ſake, particularly our perfect abhorrence of the per- 
ſecuting ſpirit, and of the abſurd and impious ſuperſtition of 
the church of Rome, and of the barbarous cruelties of the 
popiſh inquiſition; cruelties diſgraceful to human nature, 
and evidently repugnant to the merciful ſpirit of the goſpel. 
But 'whilſt we deteſt and abhor the unchriſtian ſpirit, and 
the ſavage cruelties of Popery, we ſhould be extremely ſorry 
to ſee one of its moſt horrid practices prevailing in our happy 
country, a land of light and of liberty, namely, perſecuting 
and deftroying all wao diſſent from the eſtabliſhed religion, 
and who — refuſe to ſubmit to the ſpiritual au- 
thority of the church. We deſire to ſee no Papiſt ſuffering 
in our country for conſcience ſake, nor for his ſpeculative 
opinions, however abſurd or erroneous, while he lives quietly 
and inoffenſively, and does not attempt in any manner of way 
to ſeduce or to pervert others. But, with all ſubmiſſion, we 
muſt reckon, that it would be extremely dangerous, and high- 
ly unbecoming the wiſdom of the legiſlature, to allow popiſh 
prieſts, ever zealous and artful, to teach and preach open, 
and with impunity, in a Proteſtant country; and to uſe eve- 
y flattering and inſinuating art, to ſeduce the ignorant and 
Px unwary ; we hope the alarming rumour of ſuch a dange- 
.rous intended toleration, is ill founded; we truſt in the wiſ- 
dom of the king and parliament, that no toleration of Pope- 
ry, which may become dangerous to our excellent religion 
and civil conſtitution, will ever be granted by law ; and if any 
Hill ſhould be brought into parliament for that purpoſe, we 
declare our willingneſs to join with all the true friends of 
.the Proteſtant intereft, in endeavouring to hinder that bill 
from ' paſſing into a law, by every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure in our power.— This is directed to be publiſhed in 
the Glaſgow news-papers, and is figned in our name and by 
our appointment, by ARCH. Davipson, Minr. 
— | ' MASONS 
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MASONS an WRIGHTS IN POLLOCK-SHAWS, 

pie | Pellock-Shaws,- February 2. 1779. 
© WHICH time and place the Maſons and Wrights met, 
and taking into their ſerious conſideration the repeal of the - 
penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts 3 they unanimoufly agreed to 
| concur with other ſocieties, in 525 every legal method, 


in the apprehended bill. We need not enumerate 
reaſons. of this our reſolution, they are ſounding through e- 
very corner of the kingdom. The ſecurity of religion, and 
property, will ſtill be eſtabliſhed as a fundamental condition 
of government in every civilized nation. That the intended 
repeal is a direct violation of an eſſential article of the Union 
between the two kingdoms, whereby we are fecured in the 
enjoyment of our religion, is undeniable ;\'and if, in op 
fition to the univerſal, united voice of the nation, fuch a 
noble ſecurity, which was fixed as unalterable, ſhall be wan- 
tonly diſanulled, we can never pretend, we have any ſecuri- 
at all for our religion; another ſtep may ſet Popery on the 
ddle in Scotland, as well as in Canada.—Did the bill only 
reſpect the right of Papiſts to their inheritance, we ſhoul: 
not regard it; but we cannot think, without horror, of popiſh 
ſchools, colleges, maſs-houſes, the young and ignorant ſedu- 
ced, till our country again exhibit ſuch a ſcene, as it did an 
hundred years ago. e are told that Papiſts are quite diffe- 
rent from what they were formerly; they are good Chriſtians, 
ſubjects; but they are as inimical to Proteſtants, as 
unch friends to deſpotiſm as ever; and only the penal 
ſtatutes oblige them to keep within ſome bounds of modera- 
tion. We are told, they are now men of liberal ſentiments, 
and abominate bloody principles as much as Proteſtants do. — 
Their biſhop reſiding 'in Edinburgh, gives the lie to this 
futile apology. —He publiſhes to the world, a vigorous defence 
of their bloody butchering of the firſt reformers for maintain- 
ing Proteſtant principles, a plain evidence that give them the 
ſame power, they are the — men ſtill; and likewiſe an 
undoubted evidence, what we may expect at their hand. 
Ihe very hearing of the repeal ſhould make every Proteſtant 
look back with horror to this time hundred years. | 
——- may be true, an unlimited toleration is not intended, but 
we can never think, that theſe infinuating ſons of deluſion 
have nothing more in view; it may ſuffice for a while to ex- 
erciſe jeſuitical craft in ſeducing the ignorant, but as ſoon 
as their power will ſupport it, we may expect the uſual me- 
thod of propagating their religion by fire and faggot. = 
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if their tions, were not conſiderably ſanguine, their 


 Infatuated biſhop would never have adventured openly to de- 
fend. their bloody principles. And hiſtory aſſures us, that 
they have ſeldom or never obtained an unlimited toleration, 


but vey have graſped the reins of government, exhibited a 
ſcene o 

lives of thouſands. _This we may expect will be the con- 
uences, if the propoſed repeal take place. —It has been re- 
marked, that our arms have never proſpered, and our manu- 
factures has been declining, ever fince countenance was given 


to the myſtery of iniquity in Canada. 


But what ever be in this, it is truly aſtoniſhing, to us, that 
N prince and ſenate, ſhould invite into their bo- 
ſom thoſe named Jeſuits, whom even popiſh princes have 
cannot but declare our abhorence of ſuch a bill, although 
there were no other reaſon but the following; it will un- 
doubtedly alienate the affections of many thouſands of ſub- 


jects from their lawful Sovereign, in this end of our iſland, 
at this critical juncture, who, have for ſome time paſt, ex- 


erted themſelves to their power, and beyond it, in ſupport of 
government. What convulſions muſt their attachment to 

overnment ſuffer : If they ſee it requited by expoſing every 
thing dear to them to the reſtleſs aſſaults of mercileſs Papiſts? 


—lt is eaſy to foreſee the conſequence of a prince reigning 


only over the bodies and fortunes, but excluded from the 
affections of ſubjects; but a prince countenancing and en- 
couraging the popiſh religion, and reigning in the hearts of 
Scotſmen, is never like to happen. We are aſſured from 
modern hiſtory, that in about twelve pariſhes in tie North 
of Scotland, containing about 12459 ſouls, of which number 
there are 10162 Papiſts, above 20 popith prieſts, many maſs- 


| houſes, a public popiſh college, and an academy. Does not 


this melancholy account rather require new laws, than a re- 
peal of the old ones, for preventing. the pernicious growth 
of Popery ? Our attachment to our rightful Sovereign as the 
Proteſtant defender of our religion and liberty ; obliges us to 
declare our firm wefolution to oppoſe, to our lives end, à 


meaſure which evidently threatens deſtruction to religion and 
liberty, ſovereign, and ſubject, to every thing dear to us as 


men or as Proteſtants. And we agree, that this our reſolution 
be publiſhed in the Glaſgow news-papers. t 
Signed in our name, and by our appointment, 3 

; Jonx HyTculs0N, Preſes, 
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bloody cruelty, or been expelled at the expence of 


found a neceſſity of expelling from their dominions. We. | 


. 
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SESSION and INHABITANTS . os Tu PARISH. 
os PRESTONKIRK. | 


Linton, Eaft Lothian, February 2. 1779. 
THE Miniſter, Elders, and a numerous body of the In- 
habitants of the Pariſh of Preſtonkirk, being this day met, 
took into their ſerious conſideration, the current report 
of a deſign to bring into this ſeſſion of parliament, a bill to 
repeal the penal ſtatutes ſtill in force in Scotland againſt Ro- 
man Catholics. | 
They are far from wiſhing to depart ſo much from their 
line as to aſſume the office of legiſlators, nor do they pretend 
to preſcribe laws to their governors. ' But, it is the jinvalu- 
able privilege-of every member of the Britiſh conſtitution to 
be allowed publicly, to declare his ſentiments on civil and 
religious ſubjects, with a decent freedom and boldneſs. 
Such a ſpirit, they are happy to obſerve, prevailing at this 
time, in this part of the united kingdom. | 
With regrete might ſncceeding generations, feeling and 
ſuffering the bad effects of ſuch a meaſure, look back to their 
anceſtors, and blame their ſhameful lukewarmneſs and ſu- 
pineneſs, if they allowed a bill of this nature to be brought 
into parliament unoppoſed, and the T to be unappriſed 
of its hurtful conſequences. In duty therefore to themſelves, 
to their country, and to poſterity, they reckon themſelves 
called upon, at this critical juncture, to publiſh this their de- 
 claration. Toleration to religious Proteſtant ſefts, who dif- 
fer from them only as to lefler matters, they with never to 
ſee infringed. The rights of private conſcience ought ever 


>” 


to be held ſacred: But the abſurd fooleries, the idolatrous _ 


ſuperſtitions, and dangerous tenets entertained and practiſed 


by thoſe of the Roman communion, put them, in a Proteſtant . 


country, beyond the 1 of the civil magiſtrate. 

To enlarge on theſe heads is needleſs, as they have been 
already ſo fully commented upon through the different 
news-papers. Tue zeal and artifice of the emiſſaries of the 
church of Rome, in gaining proſelytes, is well known. Can 
it then be wiſe and politic to expoſe the young, the credu- 
lous, and the unwary, to fall a prey to their inſidious and 
pernicious arts? To combat theſe by argument will not ſuf- 
— an antidote not always being at hand to counteract the 

iſon. | ; 
"The increaſe of late of the number of Roman Catholics in 
the iſles, and Northern parts of Scotland, is a wagon” 
fact but too well atteſted. Jeſuits baniſhed from popi 

| N FF countr ies, 


os 


of 


Edinburgh news- papers. 
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countries, and Romiſh prieſts exterting themſelves there with 
the greateſt afſiduity and zeal. To repeal the ſtatute of King 
Willam againſt Roman Catholics, cannot fail to heighten 
their boldneſs, and aggravate this evil. They therefore hope, 
and pray, that their rulers will conſider well how they adopt 
or countenance a meaſure ſo dangerous to their civil and re- 
{gious liberties, ſo repugnant to the genius of the Britiſh go- 

vernment, and to the general ſenſe and ſpirit of this part 
of the nation. 'The proſecution of ſuch an unpopular, im- 
politic, and defpotic meafure, they are afraid, will not fail to 
exaſperate the minds, and alienate the affections of many of 
his Majeſty's "ap ſubjects in this part of the kingdom, and 
may be attended, in time, with moſt unhappy effects. With 
d to arr unlimited toleration to ſuch ſubjects as Roman 


re 
' Catholics, and the indulgence to be granted them, they ſhall 


conclude with the words of an old Roman, on a fimilar oc- 
cafion, when an indulgence was pleaded for dangerous and 
factious members of their ſtate, N. illi libertatem et ſanguinem 
nftrum largiantur. This their declaration they appoint to be 
ſigned by their preſes, and to be inſerted. by him in all the 


Dax Macey EEN, Preſes. 


FRIENDEY SOCIETY or GARDENERS N 


INVERESK axD MUSSELBURGH. 


TN | | Muſfelburgh, February 2. 1779. 

THIS day, the Friendly Society of Gardeners in Invereſk 
and Muſſelburgh, well affected to his Majeſty, and moſt fin- 
cerely tendering his good, and the eſtabliſhment of his throne 


in peace and righteouſneſs, being juſtly alarmed'at the propoſed 


ſcheme of repealing the penal laws againſt Popery, think it 
their duty, with other ſocieties, to declare their diſlike of 
ſo baſe and unconſtitutional a meaſure, as the alteration of 
the preſent laws. 4 38- 3 
Me are fully perſuaded, that the ſpirit of Popery is the vin- 
dictive and ſanguinary temper of a baſe and deſperately wicked 
heart. Facts are the only proofs of an accuſation or impeach- 
ment. Their evidence can neither be overpowered by argu- 
ment, nor traverſed and defaced by the moſt daring impudence. 


But, notwithſtanding our implacable enemies, the Roman 


Catholics, forbid reading our Bibles, which is the only means 
by which God has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf to mankind, 
and com mands our attendance thereto, namely in theſe _ 


— — 


— 


of 


\ 
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& Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye think ye have e- 


&« ternal life; and they are theſe that teſtify of me ”—But 
their principles are fo baſe, and even contrary to natural 


reaſon, that they need not the ſcriptures to overturn them. 
What ſenſible perſon would proſtitute themſelves in the way 


of adoration to a ſtock or ſtone, that is without ſenſation, 
or believe that God would hear us for ſo doing, if we only 
conſider him to be an allwiſe Being? Beſides, the paſſing 
faid bill, we are afraid, will be very hurtful to our preſent 
gracious enn whoſe perſon, honour, and government, 
we are ready to ſupport and defend, with our lives and eſtates. 
We have reaſon to dread, that the paſſing of ſaid bill may 
be hurtful to his Majeſty's intereſt, as tending to alienate the 
hearts of the moſt part of his loyal ſubje&s from him in 
Scotland; and alſo the paſting ſaid bill into a law, will be 
directly oppoſite to the fundamental principles of the con- 
ſtitution of this kingdom, both in church and ſtate; for, 
it will be a direct violation of the articles of the Union be- 
tween Scotland and England: For, in the act ratifying that 
Union, not only is the Confeſſion of Faith and Preſbyterian 
Church-government in Scotland ratified, but alſo all laws 
and acts of parliament againſt Popery and Papiſts are con- 
firmed; and we humbly imagine, that it is a taking from the 
King that title of © Defender of the Faith,“ and a laying all 


that glorious. work of Reformation aſide, and an introduction 


to the worſt of cruelties, both to our religion and perſons. . 

For theſe reaſons, we reſolve to concur with other ſocieties, 
in oppoſing that baſe and heaven-daring bill, by alllegal and 
conſtitutional methods, and hereby declare, that we are hear- 
tily willing to bear a proportional ſhare of the expences in op- 
poſing the ſaid bill; and agree that this our reſolution be 
publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers, and figned in our 
name by the preſes and clerk, | F 


MAGISTRATES any TOWN-COUNCIL os 
FORRES. 


y Feorret, February 3. 1779. 

THE Magiſtrates, Town-council and Guildry of. Forres 
having met this day, with the Miniſter and Elders of ſaid 
town and parith, and taking into conſideration the undoubte 


ed information now received, that it is intended to bring in- 


to parliament this ſeſſion, . a bill for repealing certain clauſes 
and proviſions in an act of King William III. intitled, © An 
act for preventing the growth of Popery :” They are una- 


” hy 
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nimouſly of opinion, That the paſſing ſuch a bill will have 
a powerful tendency to promote the growth of Popery, from 
which this country was happily delivered at the Reformation, 
againſt which it was ſecured by the happy Revolution, and 
has hitherto been ſince preſerved by a ſucceſſion of Proteſtant 
- princes to the Britiſh throne; that it will contribute alſo to 
Loy diſquiet and diſturbance of his Majeſty's beſt, moſt loyal, 
and dutiful ſubjects in this realm, alienate their affections 
from his Majeſty, and be attended with other dangerous and 
fatal conſequences. They therefore think themſelves bound, 
in duty to their king and country, as well as from a regard 
to the intereſt of the true religion, to ſignify theſe their ap- 
prehenfions and fears upon this occaſion ; and to declare their 
_ reſolution, by every legal and conſtitutional method in their 
power, to oppoſe the paſſing ſaid bill into a law, as being, 
in their opinion, of the moſt dangerous conſequences, both 
to the civil and religious liberties of this country. And they 
farther declare their willingneſs to contribute their propor- 
tion of expences that may be incurred by the friends of the 
Proteſtant intereſt in ſo good « cauſe. And theſe are not 
only their own ſentiments, but, to their certain knowledge, 
the ſentiments of every individual in the town and pariſh of 
Forres. And they appoint this their reſolution to be pub- 
liſhed in the news- papers, and to be ſubſcribed by the town- 


clerk. | 
f | WILL. DunBaR. 


PARISH or KIRKOS WALD. 
3 Kirlaſwald, Feb. 3. 1779. 
THE Miniſter, members of the Kirk-ſeflion, and Heads 

of Families, and other Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Kirkoſwald, 
being afſembled in the pariſh church, did take into their moſt 
ſerious conſideration, a prevailing report, which ſeems'now 
to be too well founded, concerning a deſign to bring in a 
bill, during the preſent ſeſſion of parliament, for repealing 
the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland. 

The meeting are unanimouſly of opinion, if the ſaid bill 
ſhall paſs into a law, and Papiſts be allowed to ſet up their 
worſhip in public chapels, to propagate their doctrines in an 
open and avowed manner, in colleges and ſchools, and obtain 
qualifications for offices of public truſt, that theſe are inno- 
vations which will be highly dangerous to the Proteſtant in- 


tereſt in general, the religion, liberties, and peace of this part 


of the united kingdom, and the ſecurity of our happy conſti- 
tution in church and ſtate, * 
n 


= 
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And therefore, the meeting think themſelves called upon 
this occaſion, by their duty to God, by their loyalty to the 
beſt of Kings, and by a deſire to perpetuate, to the lateſt 
poſterity, the precious privileges which this nation and 
church at preſent enjoy, to teſtify, and, without departing 
from the mild and gracious principles of the goſpel, they 
do teſtify, in concurrence with other pariſhes and ſocieties, 
their utter diſapprobation of the aforeſaid intended bill; 
and reſove to oppoſe the ſame by every legal and conſtitu- 
tional method in their power. wy | 
In teſtimony thereof, theſe preſents are figned, in name, 
| in preſence, and at the defire of this meeting, of almoſt all 
the heads of families, and other inhabitants in the pari 
which pariſh confiſts of a thouſand examinable perſons, by 
the Rev. Mr. Biggar their miniſter. | 7 
MarrREW B1GGaR, Preſes. 


SOCIETY or JOURNEYMEN FLAX-DRESSERS. 


| FS Edinburgh, February 3. 1779. 
THE Society of Va N Flax- dreſſers in and about 
Edinburgh, to the humber of a hundred and upwards; hav- 
ing met in conſequence of an alarming report, that a bill is 
to be brought into parliament in favours of Papiſts in Scot- 
land, which, if paſſed into a law, will be productive of the 
moſt dangerous conſequences, both to their civil and religi- 
| ous liberties; unanimouſly reſolved to join with other ſocie- 
ties, in ſuch prudent meaſures as may be neceflary to oppoſe 
| aid bill, and will cheerfully contribute their proportion of 
the expences that may be required; ordered this their reſo- 
lution to be publiſhed in the Caledonian Mercury, Edinburgh 
Advertiſer, and Courant. k 


Signed in their preſence, and in their name, by 
| WILLIAM PATERSON, "Preſes. 


SOCIETIES os JOURNEYMEN COOPERS, tc. 1 
. LEIT H. | 


Leith, February 3- 1779- 
THE Societies of Journeymen Coopers, King's Freemen, 
Jo men Hammerman, Friendly Tradeſmen, Journey- 
men Wrights, and the three new companies of Porters in 
Leith and St. Anthony's, conſiſting in all of about three 
hundred members, all well affected to his Majeſty's — 
. an 
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and family, ſome of whom having ſpent the prime of their 
life in his and their country's ſervice, having ſeparate meet- 
ings, in conſequence of an alarming report, that a bill is in- 
tended to be brought into parliament for repealing the penal 
ſtatutes againſt Papiſts; and having taken the fame under 
their ſerious conſideration, were unanimouſly of opinion, 
that if the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law, it would be de- 
ſtructive of the civil and religious liberties of this country, 
and may have a tendency to raiſe an averſion in the minds of 
his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects againſt the preſent adminiſtration, 
and be produttive of many other bad conſequences to this 
once happy nation. Therefore, the above ſocieties appointed 
committees to meet together, and expreſs this their reſolu- 
tion of joining the Committee of Correſpondence at Edin- 
burgh, and all other ſocieties throughout Scotland, who al- 
ready have, or hereafter may nobly ſtand forth with fortitude, 
in every legal meaſure; in ſupport of the rights of their na- 
tive country, and of oppoſing the repeal of ſaid penal ſta- 
tutes, and will cheerfully contribute their mite in defraying . 
the neceſſary expence that may be incurred for that purpoſe, 
and appoint the preſes of each ſociety to ſign this our re- 
ſolution, and to publiſh the ſame in all the Edinburgh news- 
3 by the preſeſſes of the following different ſocieties, 
- - » RonerxT Morrar, 2 Coopers. 


' ALEX. WEBSTER, ing's Freemen. 

»Joun MLaren, 1 Hammermen. 
Huch Law, riendly Society. | 

_ David PIiTKETHLY, ourneymen Wrights. 
ANDREW GLasGow, orters. | 


HERITORS, KIRK-SESSIONS, Sc. or THe PA- 
| RISHES or YESTER AND SALTON, 


Eaft Lothian, — Yefter and Salton, February 3. 1779. 

A ſuch a time as this, when, among the people of Scot : 
land, an alarm, founded upon an 1 of the repeal 
of the laws againſt Popery, is become univerſal; when the 
encouragement of a ſyſtem of immoral, inconſiſtent and per- 
ſecuting tenets, threatens the ſubverſion of the Revolution 
principles, and the articles of the union of the two king- 
doms. When privileges denied Proteſtant diflenters are con- 
ferred on wolte whoſe moral and political opinions are in- 
compatible with the ſecurity to which our civil and religious 

opinions are juſtly eatitled : The Heritors, — 
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Inhabitants of the pariſhes of Yeſter and Salton, perſuaded 


that the repeal of the penal laws now in force againſt Po 
in this realm, tends to corrupt and vitiate the moral 


——_ 


"and 


religious principles of the people, to alienate their minds 
m government, and to produce commotions and tumults, 
dangerous and fatal to the internal tranquility of this coun- 
try, in the preſent intereſting criſis, did unanimouſly reſolve 
to oppoſe ſuch repeal by every legal method, and to contri- 
bute their proportion of the neceſſary expence for that purpoſe. 


RK-SESSION, c. or TR PARISH 


HERITORS, KI 
? or LILLIESLEAP: 


| Lilliesleaf,, February 3. 1779. 
_ . THIS day all the refiding Heritors, Miniſter, Elders and 
Inhabitants of this pariſh met, to conſider the intended ex- 
tenſion of the popiſh bill to Scotland; and are fully per- 
ſuaded, ſuch an extenſion muſt be attended with the moſt 
py and alarming conſequences. _ They flattered them- 
ſelves this bill would not have been brought into parliament : 
But as now it is more than probable, an attempt will be 
made this ſeſſion for its receiving the ſanction of the legiſla- 
ture, find themſelves conſtrained publicly to declare their 
abſolute diſapprobation of ſuch a meaſure, which muſt be 
productive of the very worſt effects. Giving encouragement 
to a religion abſurd, impious, inhuman, and intolerant z a 
out threatening and 
inſt every honeſt and impartial enquirer after 
truth. A determined enemy to moderation, devoting to pre- 
ſent pain, to cruel death, and future puniſhment, ſuch as 
A religion that tramples upon 
the natural right of private judgment, and the ſacred rights 
A religion that ſaps the foundations of mo- 
rality, breaks the bonds of ſociety, and trifles with the aw- 
ful ſolemnity of an oath. A religion directly oppoſite to our 
free conſtitution, which reprobates the claims of tyranny of 
every kind. Senſible of this, our moſt gracious Sovereign, 


religion exceeding mad, breathin 


are not of its communion. 


of conſcience. 


for a conſiderable time paſt, with a truly royal bounty, 


gave 


one thouſand pounds ſterling annually, (which is ſtill con- 
purpoſes of checking the growth of 


tinued) for the expreſs 
in the northern parts of this kingdom. 
t is with veneration and 


titude, the meeting reflect on 
the fortitude and wiſdom of their anceſtors, under God, in 
ws by which the ſpirit of Popery has hitherto been 
in eſtabliſhing and ſecuring to their poſteri- 


_ reſtrained z 
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, the invaluable privileges we enjoy as Proteſtants; and 
an anxiety to tranſmit them inviolate to ſucceeding gene- 

rations. That the filence of this deer might not be thou 
an acquieſcence in the propoſed meaſures in favours of Po- 
they order theſe their unanimous ſentiments to be in- 
ſerted in all the news- papers, and rejoice to think the ſpirit 
of liberty is ſo much rouſed. Chearfully do they join with 
their fellow Proteſtants, in taking every regular method to 
oppoſe this bill, and in contributing to extinguiſh what ex- 
pence may be incurred in proſecution of an object ſo juſt, fo 
deſirable, and ſo neceſſary for ſelf-preſervation. This reſo- 
lution they ordered to be tranſmitted to the Preſes of the 

Committee of the Correſpondent meeting at Edinburgh. 

| WILLIAM HUNTER, Preſes. 


HERITORS any KIRK-SESSION or TORRYBURN. 


| | Torryburn, February 3. 1779. 
WHICH day the reſiding Heritors, the Kirk-ſeſſion, and 
almoſt the whole Heads of Families, of every ſect of Chri- 
ſtians in the faid pariſh of Torryburn, being met in the 
church, took into conſideration, and were deeply alarmed | 
at the report that a bill is prepared to be brought into parlia- 
ment this ſeſſion, for N the penal ſtatutes made againſt 
Popery in Scotland. They are unanimouſly of opinion, that 
the ſaid bill, if paſſed into a law, will in _ view be pre- 
judicial to the civil and religious ' intereſts of this country, 
and productive of the moſt unhappy conſequences. As Je- 
ſuits, a ſet of men whom the wiſdom of moſt popiſh ſove- 
reigns has thought fit to baniſh their dominions, will be 
ſuffered, under the ſanction of law, to difſeminate and pu- 
bliſh their pernicious doctrines and tenets in this part of the 
united kingdom, to the no ſmall grief of his Majeſty's loyal 
and Faithful Proteſtant ſubjefts. Lao 
The meeting, therefore, as friends from real principle to 
our happy conſtitution, and ſincerely wiſhing that the fame 
bleflings, which as Proteſtants we have ſo long enjoyed, may, 
upon the ſame firm foundation we now hold them, be con- 
tinued to lateſt poſterity ; highly approve of the conduct of 
other ſocieties and pariſhes, and heartily join with them. in 
every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, to prevent ſaid bill 
from paſling into a law, and for that purpoſe are willing to 
contribute their ſhare of the expence of oppoſing this bil in 
all its different ſtages. And appoint this unanimous reſolu- 
ton to be inſert in the Edinburgh news- papers. | 
| Jus HARROWERR, Prefer. 


LG 
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INHABITANTS os Taz PARISH or ABERFOIL. _ 


| . ©, Aberfoil, February 3. 179. 
THE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Aberfoil being met, and 
taking under their ſerious conſideration the tendency of a bill 

propoſed to be brought into parliament, for repealing the 
penal ſtatutes againſt Popery, are unanimouſly of opinion, 

t, if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs into a law, it will be attended 
with the moſt pernicious'and fatal conſequences to the civil. 
and religious intereſts of this country. When they reflect 
upon the intolerant and perſecuting ſpirit of Popery, and 
the happy deliverance of this iſland from its cruelty and o 
preſſion; and, while with gratitude they acknowledge the 
* — which they and this nation, under the illuſtri- 
ous family of Hanover, enjoy, and that tender regard which 
its princes have always had for a conſtitution fo dear to them, 
they cannot help being alarmed at any meaſure that may 
have the remoteſt tendency to diſturb their tranquility, to 
ſhake the confidence, or irritate the minds of a brave and 
well affected people. 


Animated therefore, with true loyalty to their moſt gras. - 


cious Sovereign, with a juſt ſenſe. of the valuable privileges, 
both ſacred and civil, which they enjoy, and firmly attached- 
to that excellent conſtitution by which'they are ſecured, they 
conſider it as a duty they owe to themſelves: and their coun- 
try, to teſtify their diſapprobation of the intended repeal of 
the laws now in force againſt Popery ; and unanimouſly agree 
to concur with, and to afliſt, to the utmaſt of their power, 
other ſocieties and communities of their fellow-citizens, in 
eyery legal and conſtitutional meaſure that may be adopted 
for preventing ſaid bill from paſſing into a law. And. this 
their firm and unanimous reſolution they appoint their preſes 
to ſign in their name, and to publiſh in the news- papers. 
ARCHIBALD PATERSON, Prefer. 


_* ABBEY PARISH or PAISLEY, 


|  Pazfloy, Februaty 3. 1779. 
PROPER perſons having been employed, to collect the 
opinions of the inhabitants of this Pariſh, with regard to the 
repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland; after 
having heard the ſentiments of each 1 apart, ſind the 
opinion of upwards of a thouſand heritors, heads of families, 
8 very numerous body of other inhabitants, to be as 


4 Gg | Conſidering 


LY 
. 
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Conſidering the general opinion prevailing, that a bill is 
intended to be brought into the prefent ſeſſion of parliament, 
fimilar, to that paſſed in England laſt ſeſſion, whereby the 
public exerciſe of religion is granted. unto trafficking Pa- 
iſts, prieſts, or even Jeſuits, who have been baniſhed from 
Cuto ic countries for their dangerous doctrines, who are 
be allowed to ſettle; amongſt us, to erect ſchools for the 
education of youth, to purchaſe and inherit landed eſtates, 
which muſt give them great influence amongſt us; and that 
the paſling ſaid bill into a law, will be attended with fatal 
— to our civil and religious privileges, founded on 
the word of God, ſecured by the Revolution ſettlement, 
and moſt ſolemnly ratified and confirmed. by the treaty of 
Union. As Proteſtants, as members of ſociety, and as pa- 
rents, they are alarmed that any countenance ſhould be given 
to Popery, areligion contrary to the word of God, its worſhip 
being blaſphemous and idolatrous, and'its government Anti- 
chriſtian, and wherever it has power, hath always taught its 
deluded votaries to thirſt after Proteſtant blood, as experi- 
enced by our anceſtors; the profeſſors of which religion are 
alſo taught to keep no faith with Proteſtants, whom they 
call heretics. Sls, N | | 
On all which accounts, we are filled with the moſt uneaſy 
fenſation of the conſequences of it, that muſt enſue to us 
and our. poſterity ; nevertheleſs, we abhor perſecuting the 
perſons of men, but we teſtify our deteſtation of Popery, as 
loyal ſubjefts who are firmly attached to our preſent Sove- 
reign, having the welfare of his illuſtrious family, and of 


our fellow-ſubjects, at heart, we beg the aſſiſtance of the 


gentlemen free-holders in the counties, and the burghs, to 
inſtruct their repreſentatives to oppoſe ſaid bill by every law- 


ful. means. And we fondly flatter ourſelves, that ſaid bill 


will never receive the royal aſſent; wherefore we are heartily 
willing and'fully refolved' to concur with, to contribute to 
promote, in conjunction with our loyal fellow- ſubjects, by 
every legal method, whereby the repeal in view may be op- 
poſed and prevented; and order this our reſolution to be 
publiſhed in the Glaſgow and Edinburgh news-papers, and 
the London Chronicle. ; | 

That theſe are the ſentiments of the pariſhioners, is at- 
teſted by the perſons who collected their opinions, and ſign- 
ed in their name, by appointment, and in the preſence of a. 


io MR n 5 Iauxs Tons r, Prefer. 
COM- 


* 
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| COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, GLASGOW. 


| Glaſgow; February 4. 1779. 
TIE Committee of Correſpondence have received the 
following returns in the way of ſubſcriptions, diſapproving 
of any alteration in our penal laws a 8 Papiſts, and con- 
curring in all legal 9 to any ſuch deſign. 


Herit. Heads of Fam. 


Sum total! 12340 


By a former Wr 961 8527 
Eaſt Kilbride, BOY 83 5 3304 
Cambuſlang, No. ad, A * 14 

Kilwinning heritors, 8 and heads, E. 384 
Kilſyth heritors and heads, Ser. 33 
Renfrew, 6 252 
Palry, 79 244 
Buchanan heritors and heads, S. 202 _. 
Fenwick, MF 169 

' Eaſt Monkland keritors and heads, c. 494 
Rutherglen, 18 173 
Stevenſtoun, N 8 247 
Pettinain, 63 
Avendale, * 364 
Lochwinnoch heritors 4 Sf. 255 
Stonehouſe, | 9 171 
Port Glaſgow, | 1 610 
Kilmalcolm, ” Sa 190 
Glaſsford beritars and bak __ 141 
Bonhill heritors and heads, &c. : 232 

Innerkip heritors and heads, „„ 168 
Lanark, No. 14. 25 203 
—— No. 2. 258 

No. 3. Seſſion & others not incorporated, 68 

Cuairſtairs, 124 

Bothwell, Of Fl 561 
Symingtony g 64 
orn, e - 

Wiſton and Roberton, 36: 2 
Ardroſſan heritors and heads, 8 211 
Craigie, „ 
Riccartoun, | 10. 158 
Erſkine, | 135 
Eaſt Kilpatrick, | | 7 294 
Paiſley Laigh Kirk. £4 624 
— — High Kirk, 202 97 5 


- 
o 
- 
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Theſe added together, make 19,277; and ſuppoſing four 
ina family, they amount to 7, 108, which with 11,000 in 
Greenock, makes 88,108 Proteſtant inhabitants who oppoſe 
the popith bill in this ſmall diſtrict. {i 4 a 


KIRK-SESSION or SOUTH” LEITH. 

2 South Leith Church, Pebruary 4. 1779. 
THE Kirk-{effion of South Leith having met, and being 

conſtituted, took under their ſerious conſideration the ge- 


neral alarm of this country; from the apprehenſion of a bill | 


to be brought into parliament, for repealing the penal fta- 
tutes _— Roman Catholics. - The ſeſſion, while they de- 
clare their firm adherence to the principles of liberty and the 
rights of conſcience; yet, ſenſible that any alteration in the 
laws now in being againſt the Roman Catholics, muſt be 
attended with pernicious conſequences to the civil and religi- 
ous intereſts of this part of the united kingdoms, did unani- 
moufly reſolve to oppoſe the repeal of ſaid ſtatutes, by every 
legal and conſtitutional meaſure, and hereby expreſs their 
readineſs to join with other ſocieties and communities in 
Scotland, in contributing thei, proportion of expence for 
preventing of this bill — paſted into a law; and, for this 
. appoint their reſolution to be publiſhed in all the 
inburgh news- papers. 5 ** | | 
— 0 '"HOMAS SCOTT, 7 ax: 0. 
Joun Logan, 3 Mingfers. 
| Extrafied from the recards of the ſeſſion, by 
| ALEXANDER LiNnDsar, 8% Cit. 


' PARISH or ADDLESTON. 


* F Addlefton, Feb. 4. 1779. 

THIS day a great number of people, Heritors, Heads of 
Families, and others, of different denominations, in the pa- 
viſh of Addlefton, county of Peebles, met, and the meeting 
being conſtitute by prayer, took into their ferious conſide- 
ration the bill for repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt the Ro- 
man Catholics in this country; are unanimoufly of opinion, 
that ſuch a meaſure would be productive of conſequences fa- 
tal to the intereſts of true religion in this nation, and ſub- 
verſive of our civil rights and liberties; they therefore did re- 
ſalve, that they would, to their ability, affift in oppofing, 
by every law ful means, the repeal of theſe ſtatutes, which 
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in long experience have been productive of many falutary, 
but no bad effects: And they further reſolved to concur with 

_ every other body, or ſociety, in taking every legal and con- 
ſtitutional method to prevent ſuch a repeal; and to — 

according to their abilities, What may be thought proper 

defray the neceſſary expences that may be incurred Fr t — 

. and appoint this their reſolution to moi in 

| W en F 


KIRKSESSION OF IRVINE. 
Irvine, February 4. 1779. 


WE he Miniſters and Elders. of the Pariſh of Irvine, con- | 


rened in the council chamber, in conſequence of a previous 
intimation, having taken into our conſideration the alarm 
that is now ſpread over the kingdom, and the a on 
all ranks ſeem to be under, of the repeal of certain penal ſta- 
tutes ftill in force againſt Roman Catholics, think ourſelves 
- called upon to declare our ſentiments reſpecting faid repeal, 
and with all humility to expreſs our fears. 

Penetrated with a ſeriſe of gratitude to that God, who, 
with an outſtretched arm, delivered our auceſtors from the 
errors and ſuperſtition of the church of Rome; and animated 
by principles of true loyalty and affection to our moſt graci- 
ous Sovereign, who, under him, hath been the bulwark and 
defence of all our ſacred privileges, we ceaſe not to offer u 
our moſt fervent prayers to almighty God, that his Majeſty's 
reign may be long and proſperous, and that his fleets and 
armies may be crowned with ſucceſs, and to continue to lateſt 
ages, the ſcourge and terror of tyrant 8. 

Amidſt that jealouſy and diſtruſt, which, with heartfelt 
ſorrow, we obſerve has taken fuch deep root in the minds 
of ſome of our fellow- ſuhjects, we are happy to declare our 
reliance upon the wiſdom of the legiſlature, that they will 
not intentionally give any encouragement to the growth of 
Popery, or enact any laws in its favour, which are prejudi- 
cial to, or inconſiſtent with our fafety and freedom as 


Proteſtants; and that no repeal any of thoſe ſtatutes, Which, | 


by the wiſdom of our pious anceſtors, have been judged the 

neceſſary barriers of aur liberty in church and ſtate, ſhall 
ever receive their countenance or ſanction; much lefs that 
they will ever permit popiſh biſhops, riefts, or Jeſuits,: to 

_ ere(t ſchools and colleges for the education of uth, or to 

take the children of Proteſtant parents under their tuition, 


and to inſtruct them in nn. of thee e un- 
ſcripturi 


1 


| ſubjects of the ſtate. We therefore, 


* 6 La - 
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feriptural religion, the ſpirit and genius of which is deſtruc- 


ive both of our civil and religious rights, and ſubverſive of 


all regularity and good order in ſociety; more eſpecially, as 
the laſt mentioned and moſt dangerous ſect of that perſuaſion, 
hath lately been baniſhed from'moſt of the Catholic ſtates in 


Europe; and would, it is not to be doubted, in multitudes, 
| Hock in amongſt us, if ſuch an aſylum was opened for them. 


An acquiſition this we ſhall heartily difpenſe with, being 
fully convinced, that they, whom arbitrary power could not 
tame, nor the other orders of their own religion . tolerate, 
cannot long remain the peaceable ſubjects of a more mild and 
indulgent ſtate. In this enlightened age, and after the goſpe] 


hath ſhone for ſo many years with ſuch purity and luſtre in 


theſe lands, we cannot but deeply regret, that there ſhould 
have remained the leaſt ſhadow of that ſuperſtition and ido- 
latry, againſt which theſe penal laws were firſt enacted, and 
the repeal of which, while this myſtery of iniquity continueth 
to work, we have ſuch juſt reaſon to dread. n 
In the ſpirit of our religion, and after the example of its 


bleſſed Author, we would wiſh to embrace all mankind in 


the arms of brotherly love and affection, however much they 


may differ from us in ſentiment and opinion; but we cannot 


think ourſelves warranted by the laws of ſelf-preſervation, to 
expoſe ourſelves to the attacks of thoſe who, with ſuch un- 
paralleled cruelty, have ſhed the blood of our forefathers, 
and whoſe religion teaches them to conſider us as heretics, 
and to perſecute even unto death, their deſcendants of the 
Proteſtant perſuaſion. But as we fincerely abhor all perſecu- 
tion for conſcience ſake, fo we would not wiſh to oppoſe 
their progreſs by thoſe carnal weapons which they have ſo 
often lifted up againſt us, or to propagate our religion by fire 


and ſword, as they have done; only that ſuch laws ſhould 
remain in force againſt them, as have been judged neceſſary 


for our own defence, and which long experience may have 
convinced them, have always been executed with more than 
merited lenity, and the more rigorous execution of which 
they have no reaſon to dread, while they continue peaceable 
Or ourſelves, and in 
name of the numerous inhabitants of this pariſh, fondly hope, 
that no ſuch repeal ſhall ever be attempted. More eſpecially 
at this time, when ſo many of our rebel colonies are uniting 
their efforts, with a popiſh power, to overturn our flouriſh- 
ing empire, we truſt that the legiſlature will not, by ſuch a 
ſtep, diſtract the minds of thoſe who ſtill glory in being the 
moſt loyal ſubjects of the moſt virtuous Prince that ever - 
dorned the Britiſh throne. ON 2 
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dn the foundation of all Chriſtian duty and mutual confi- 
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And as we are of opinion, that the only legal and conſtitu- 
tinal means of oppoſing ſuch a bill, is by applying to the 
members of parliament, we have ordered a copy of this our 
declaration to be laid before the magiſtrates, craving: them 
to tranſmit it to their member for the borough, the member 
for the ſhire, and ſuch nobility of this country as are mem- 
bers in the houſe of Peers, requeſting their attention to ſaid 
bill, and that, to the utmoſt of their power, they will prevent 
its being brought into parliament, or if brought in, ſtrenu- 
_ oppole its 33 paſſed into a law. | 

This in name, preſence, and by appointment of ſeſſion, is 
Ggned by 


James Richuoxp, Med. 


INHABITANTS or Taz PARISH' os\TARBOLTON. 


by Tarbolton, February 4. 1779. 
WHICH day and place, a good number of the Inhabitants 
of ſaid pariſh met, near 100, moſtly heads of families, and 
after hearing a fermon againſt Popery, from 2 The. ii. 4. 
took into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the account, that a 
bill is to be brought into this preſent ſeſſion of parliament, 
for the repealing of the penal laws and ſtatutes in force a- 
gainſt Papiſts in Scotland, whereby full liberty will be given 
to trafficking prieſts and Jeſuits to open chapels for the 
8 exerciſe of their idolatrous ſuperſtition, and to erect 
chools for the education of youth: Unanimouſlſy agreed, 
that the paſſing of ſuch a bill into a law, would be attended 
with the moſt Petal and dreadful conſequences to our liherties, 
both civil and religious, and accordingly are refolved hearti- 
ly to concur with every other ſociety to oppoſe faid bill, by 
every legal and conſtitutional method that may be deemed 
expedient for this laudable purpoſe. And this they think 
they are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to do,—as loyal ſub- 
jets to his Majeſty King George, under whoſe reign they 
ve quietly enjoyed their liberties and properties; but with 
whoſe government they know that popith principles are al- 
ways inconſiſtent :—As ſtedfaſt friends to the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt; in this view, they conſider Popery to be a bloody, 
barbarous, and idolatrous religion; teaching its deluded ve- 
taries'to butcher their Proteſtant neighbours, becauſe they 
call them Heretics ; and ſubſtituting the maſs-book inſtead 
of the Bible; fabulous legends for the oracles of the living 
God, and diffolving the moſt ſacred vows and oaths, where- 


deneg 
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dence is entirely undefmined :—As parents, who are under 
F the moſt ſolemn obligations to the moſt high God, to pro- 
| | ' mote the ſpiritual intereſt of their tender offspring; and there. 
| fore, if they did not exert themſelves in oppoſing the growth 
and increas of Popery, and of _ Jeſuits and other miſ- 
ſionaries of Rome, who compaſs ſea and land to gain pro- 
felytes unto their barbarous and idolatrous creed, they would 
: be at onee unfaithful to God, and run the awful riſk of bring- 
ing upon themſelves the blood of their innocent children: 
— And further, they look-upon this as the only opportunity 
that God in his providence may favour them with, of mak- 
= ing a public declaration of their ſteady attachment unto theſe 
i liberties, civil and religious, which our brave and pious an- 
f 1 8 ceſtors have tranſmitted unto, us their ſueceſſors at ſo vaſt 
| expence, both of blood and treaſure ; and that they are firm- 
4 reſolved, in a legal and conſtitutional manner, to defend 
e ſame unto the utmoſt of their power, againſt any illegal 
infringement that may be made upon theſme. 
Signed by our appointment, by | ö 
ö tg. Jonn STEwarT, Preſes, 


1 INHABITANTS or Tu PARISH or KILMALCOLX. 


| Kilmalcolni, February 4. 1779. 

THE Heads of Families in this Pariſh being convened, 
and having ſeriouſly conſidered the many fatal conſequences 
that may enſue to his Majeſty, and his many loyal Proteſtant 
ſubjects, from a repeal of the penal ſtatutes now in forte a- 
gainſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, they do hereby declare 
their diſapprobation of ſuch repeal ; and, according to their 
abilities, will chearfully contribute towards defraying the ex- 
pence of every lawful method of oppoſition. But they flatter 
themſelves, his Majeſty (ever attentiye - to the happineſs of 
his people) will not give his royal affent to an act, which can 
have no other effect than alienating the affections of his peo- 
ple in this part of the united kingdom, from his royal perfon 
\ and illuſtrious family, for whom the members of this meet- 
ing have the greateſt veneration and regard. And notwith- 
franding of the preſent alarm all over Scotland, and amongſt 
all degrees of people, they reſt themſelves entirely ſatisfied, 
that our moſt gracious Sovereign, will rather liſten to the 
humble ſupplications of a whole nation, than ſuffer a few 
— Ing deſigning men to 2 a ſcheme that, 
in no can be uctive of any good purpoſe; but 

on the contrary, be means of 14 diſturbances 
confuſion, 
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confuſion, by inciting the to acts of i 
the Papiſts —.— —— hitherto been tle in 
r — ——ů — 5 


— — — Pt. 


EONTTY oF AVCHINLEER, 


_ Auchinlecl, February 4. — 


WE the reſiding Heritors, Elders, Heads of Families and 
in the Pariſh of Auchinleck, grieved and aſtoniſbed at 
propoſed repeal of any of the laws made for our ſafety, 
aud that of our religion, agree with our fellow Proteſtants, 
in oppoſing in every ſtage, what is called the bill for re 
ing the penal laws againſt Popery. —Becauſe, with our worthy 
anceſtors, we think that it is a religion of falſe and dangerous 
ciples; teaching bigotry, and authoriſing murder, + 
ting kings, maſſacring men, women, and children; 
for heaven's ſake, horrid pretence! laying deſolate the 
—Becauſe ſuch a repeal will introduce the Jeſuits, whom no 
oaths can bind; who, as intolerable, have been baniſh- 
ed, eyen by popiſh ſtates themſelyes. —Becaule, ſuch a repeal 
is A to the articles of Union, and may produce more 
erous conſequences to the Britiſh empire, than Py thin 
Gone, Xy happened with reſpect to E —Becauſe ſu | 
peal is a waſte of the blood and treaſure of our-anceſtors, 
ky” throwing away what dude ſo dearly. p — and is 
a condemning of th Right, and Alſo of our nation- 
al cavenants.—Recauſe there are in Scatland a great many 
thouſands of Papiſts already, and their numbers are ſtill in- 
creaſing. —Alfo, - becauſe Po ' licenſes, wickedneſs, em- 
boldens criminals, from the hope of abſolution from. their 
neſts 3 takes our Bibles from us, and has always. been un- 


E F 


to civil liberty. 
This, by appointment of the meeting, is figned by Alex- 
ander Mitchell of Hallglenmure, their the preſs, and is . 
10 . Ae in the news- papers. 


2 Mt TCRBLLY Poi. 


. „ . 


2 0. fon ent * "Kinki, Fibriary 4. 1779 · 
A unn rind of the Intabitants-of this Pariſh, was held 
kere to-day, agreeable 10 = — from the ma lai 


R 


INABITANTS, on THE zune bf, KIRK: | 
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Sunday, in order to ſign ' petitions to both houſes of parlia- 
ment, oppoſing the threatened repeal of the penal laws a- 
gainſt Papiſts in Scotland. The petitions were conceived in 
| terms becoming free Britons and loyal and reſpectful ſubjects; 

and at this meeting there appeared ſome hundreds of heads 

1 of families and others, who, with utmoſt cheerfalneſs, ſub- 

fcribed theſe petitions, and contributed towards the expence 

of proſecuting them in parliament. The harmony and man- 

ly decency with which the whole was conducted were really 
conſpicuous. But while we of this extenſive pariſh, are do- 
ing every thing in our power, in a legal way, to ſecure to 
| : _ ourſelves, and to poſterity, what we look upon as our confti- 
tutional rights and privileges, civil and facred, we cannot 
| help ſhuddering at the very idea of perſecution for con- 
| ſcience ſake, or of injuring the properties, characters, or per- 
| ſons of our fellow- ſubjects, merely becauſe they differ in opi- 
| nion from us. It is therefore, with the utmoſt regret, we 
hear of the acts of violence and outrage ſo recently committed 
at bee Such practices, inſtęad of aiding, evidently 
hurt a good cauſe. The authors of theſe diſorders ſhould 
reflect, that their conduct may provoke a retaliation. This 
| conſideration” alone, independent of all others, we flatter 
| Ho _ ourſelves, will induce our countrymen, to keep their zeal 
| for the Proteſtant intereſt, in future, within due bounds, and 
that our firm and hearty attachment to the common cauſe, 
| will plead our excuſe for this friendly admonition. © 

i | Signed at the defire of the meeting, 9 

GP hf * ** . LINDSAY. , 


— INHABITAN'ES os THz PARISH or WHTTBURN. 

| n Z bitburn, February 4. 1779. 
WE the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Whitburn of every 
- denomination, ſteady friends te the Proteſtant intereſt, and 
to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe of Hano- 
| 7 ver, having heard that a bill is intended to be brought into 
| 3 for repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Roman 
| | Catholics in Scotland, and that, in all probability, the ſame 

| | might paſs into a law, without a ſpirited oppoſition, took 
| ' place. In theſe circumſtances we could not fo exprefling 


our ſentiments, as to this ſtep, along with the reſt of our 
| e 8 to the Proteſtant cauſe in Scot- 
land. To us the popiſh ſyſtem, in its principles and ſpirit, 
3 appears deſtructive to the civil and religious intereſts of man- 
8 kind its authoriſed tenets have a direct tendency to keep 
| BY . "+3 / men 
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men in the groffeſt ignorance, and are 


to immortal ſouls; they alſo bear à moſt unfriendly aſpect on 


the civil liberty we have fo long enjoyed, particularly the 
doctrine of the infallibility of Popes, of keeping no faith with 
Proteſtants, and its being meritorious to exerciſe cruelty on 
thoſe who differ from them, render them ſuch. intolerant 
neighbours, that the ſafety of our lives and property cannot 
oonſiſt with a legal toleration of them: We- alſo feel the 
weight- of the obligation of our national covenant, wherein 
we, in our fathers, did moſt folemnly renounce. the abomi- 
nations of Popery, and bound ourſelves to oppoſe theſe. We 


heartily concur with our patriotic anceſtors, who even re- 


fuſed to acknowledge their deliverers, under God, William 
and Mary, king and queen, till their Claim of Right and 
the penal laws againſt Papiſts were fully ſettled ;- We alſo i- 
magine, that in the Union-ſettlement, and in the coronation 
oath, Popery is ſo folemaly and unalterably ſet aſide, that 
to repeal theſe penal ſtatutes is altogether to _—— our pre- 
ſent happy conſtitution, as well as to deprive us of our moſt 
valuable rights. Conſidering theſe things, we, out of re- 
gard to the glory of God, the welfare of our country, and 
the ſafety and liberty of ourſelves and poſterity, do unani- 
mouſly expreſs the greateſt averſion to any repeal of the pre» 
ſent laws in force againſt Popery, (for, were there any alte- 
rations made, we, would rather heartily wiſh theſe laws were 


ſtronger, than in any meaſure weakened,) and we intimate 


theſe our ſentiments to the Committee of Correſpondence-at 
Edinburgh, requeſting them to take every legal ep for pre- 
venting the repeal of theſe ſtatutes, hereby obliging ourſelves 
to pay chearfully, according to our circumſtances, the pro- 

rtion of expence that may be incurred in employing coun- 
fel at London, or otherwiſe. | 4x4 


Tax SOCIETY aT.PERTH ron Trae PROTESTANT 
24 INI 


oat Hertb, February 5. 1779. 
THE meeting taking into their moſt ſerjous conſideration, 


the general alarm which has been ſpread, relating to the bill 


to be brought into parliament for extending, the repeal of the 
penal lays againſt Papiſts in Scotland, they unanimouſly diſ- 
approve of that meaſure, as of the moſt pernicious tendency, 

hey conſider theſe laws as the ſecureſt barrier which the 


wiſdom of our forefathers could deviſe againſt Popery. While 


their moſt ardent wiſhes ſhall always be directed 1 a 


| 
| 
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of moderation to every religious party, ſo far as is con- 
Hftent with our conſtitutional liberties, cannot fail to 
teſtify againſt public encouragement of any kind being given 
to/ the” Roman church. They view. the popiſh religion as 
chiefly founded on ignorance and error ; as a ſuperſtition 
inimical to civil and religious liberty; whoſe princi- 
are intolerant and perſecuting; whoſe votaries, deluded 
fable; and poiſoned with execrable and wicked tenets, are 
irreconcileable enemies to the Proteſtant faith; whoſe traffick- 
ing prieſts and Jeſuits, the known emiſſaries of Rome, are the 
peſts of human ſociety; the bigotry even of the moſt lenient 
of whoſe clergy, can hardly keep pace with the impetuofi 
of their zeal.. 'The meeting look back with horror upon th 
dreadful maſſacres with which, in the courſe of a few cen- 
turies, the Romiſh idolatry filled every quarter of the globe. 
They ſhadder at reflecting on the reign of that ſuperſtition 
marked in every age, in the diſtinguiſhed characters of blood. 
The cruelty of her perſecutions have even ſurpaſſed the deeds 
of thoſe tyrants who have been the greateſt reproach to hu- 
man nature. They contemplate, with pleaſure, that noble 
ſtand. which our worthy anceſtors made againſt Popery. 
Their ſteadineſs and courage, under the banner of liberty, 
which, by the bleffing of Almighty God, rendered their 
ſtruggles glorious and ſucceſsful, will be recorded with ap- 
222 the annals of the lateſt poſterity. While, there- 
on the one hand, this meeting deteſts all perſecution 
for conſcience ſake z while they declare their inviolable at- 
tachment to his Majeſty's perſon and government ; while the 
mildneſs of adminiſtration affords them the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction; they think it a duty which they owe to God, to 
their conſciences, and to poſterity, to declare, at the ſame 
time, that they conſider the permiſſion of the public exerciſe 
of the popiſh ſuperſtition in Scotland, to be hoſtile to our 
facred and civil liberty; a meaſure highly improper, as 
wounding our conſtitution, and tending to diſquiet the minds 
of many of the well affected in this part of the united king- 
dom; and that no public teſt can be deviſed ſufficient to 2 
cure the ſubject againſt the practices of men, who acknow- 
ledge a diſpenſing power upon earth in matters of moral obli- 
tion. The meeting, therefore, unanimouſly agree to con- 
cur in every proper and lawful meaſure that may be taken, 
to prevent a repeal of thoſe falutary ſtatutes at preſent in be- 
ing againſt Popery ; at the ſame time, that they highly diſ- 
on of all riotous and diſorderly violations of the public 
ranquility; And the meeting agree, that a Committee be 
appointed to correſpond with other ſocieties, either 2 


* 
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—— for preventing the — of theſe laws. — 
— name, 2 appointment of the meeting, by 
Ap, Davinsox, Clerk. 


PROTESTANT INTEREST. a — 


- Edinburgh, February 8. — 
THE Comte of Correſpondence at Edinburgh leave 
2 public to judge, if, ſo far as their influence could reach, 
the preſent national oppoſition to the popiſn bill hath not 
deen conducted in the moſt peaceable and conſtitutional 
manner. The late unhappy mob in this place was ſuch an 
iltegal, impradent, and riotous meaſure, that no real friend 
to the Proteſtant intereſt could behold it without the moſt 
fincere regret. The Committee; as ſoon as they ſaw the in- 
cendiary letter which preceded the mob, laid the matter be- 
fore the magiſtrates, with an earneſt requeſt, that 2 

might be done to prevent it. After this they thought it was 
aſſuming too much to have taken any further ſtep: It was 
indeed propoſed that hand- bills ſhould be publiſhed to pre- 
vent the mob; but, on a very little reflection, this propoſal 
was rejected, as in all probability it would do more hurt than 
goody it would propagate the ſtory, tend of itſelf to raiſe a 
wd, and of neceffary conſequence more than diſappoint 
its own intention. They have all along declared, and do 
now publicly W — tmoſt diſa —— of any ſuch 
CRY , for the ſake of their common 
cauſe, earneſt beſceth e every real Proteſtant to exert his 


utmoſt — to diſcourage tumultuous and unconſtitu- 


5 70 a te 1 

- - Signed in preſence mment of the committee, _ 

] 2 WILLIAM Atoms Proj 
Raten BowIE, Clerk.” 


JOURNEYMEN. BAKERS un EDINBURGH. 
| Edinburgb, February g. 1779. 


THE Society of Journeymen Bakers in Edinburgh being 
duly met, it was repreſented to them, that a bill was — 


leſs w 1lliberal reflections in the Caledonian N 2 
t 


thar the Committee of Correſpondence (to whic e Proteſtan 
cauſe in genera), the publiſher of A paper ch, and he the mo 


rahcourous enmity) had been concerned in ſtirring up the mob. 


„This 83 was made in conſequence of ſome moſt 


— 
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| 9 ——— be laid before both. houſes of par- 
t; for a repeal of the laws now in force in this king- 


dom againſt Roman Catholics, craving the conſideration of 


faid ſociety, and their ſentiments thereon, which, after ma- 
ture deliberation, they unanimouſly agreed, that however 
ſmall proportion their fraternity may bear to the bulk of the 


community at large, that they are no leſs zealous in their at- 


tachment to the preſent conſtitution, in their dutiful and 


loyal affection to his preſent - Majeſty, and the illuſtrious _ 


houſe of Hanover, as they maintain and defend Proteſtant 
principles, and the rights and liberties of a free and ha 
people grounded on ſuch principles; deteſting Popery in 

its erroneous tenets, abſurd maxims, and rigorous laws: And 
they hereby declare, that they cordially concur with all other 
ſocieties and corporate bodies in this part of the united king- 
doms, in every legal and conſtitutional method for oppofi 
faid bill, and in the maintenance of Proteſtant principles, fo 
juſtly contended for, and eſtabliſhed at thè expence of ſo 
much blood and treaſure by their noble anceſtors ; and are 
willing to contribute their proportion of the expence that 
may be incurred thereby; and order this their reſolution to 


be printed in all the Edinburgh news-papers; 


| Signed, in their minutes, by 5 | 
| Tous MfAra, Preſes, 


KIRK-SESSION or TY NEW KIRK IX SOUTH 
r e LEITH. rats | 
| Leith, February 3. 1779. 


TIE Miniſter, Elders, and Deacons of the congregation 
belonging to the New Kirk in South Leith, having met, 
took under their ſerious conſideration, the general ferment 
which the apprehenſion of Popery hath excited in the minds 
of their countrymen. - It was no want of attachment to Pro- 
teſtant principles, which prevented them from making a 
more early declaration upon this ſubject, but the little influ- 
ence which their ſentiments, as individuals, might have 'on 
the final iſſue of theſe commotions. Theſe ſentiments, how- 


ever, they now conſider as having acquired reſpect ſufficient 


to entitle them to be made public, from the concurring voice 
of their whole congregation. This they have been at pains 
to aſcertain, and are now authoriſed to declare it, as their 
unanimous opinion, That the intended repeal of the — 
Ratutes at preſent in force againſt Popery, could not fai — 


\ 
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be productive of the moſt u | conſequences: both to 
the civil and religious intereſts of this country. They regard 
with reyerence the laws and inſtitutions of their fathers, and 
can never look with indifference on any efforts to remove 
the barriers, which by them have been erected againſt the 
_ encroachments of a cruel and ſuperſtitious ſyſtem of religion: 
But, while they thus publicly avow their firm attachment 
to the Proteſtant intereſt, and the jealouſy with which they 
ſhall always regard every meaſure by which it might be un- 
dermined, — muſt alſo expreſs, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
their diſapprobation of every ſpecies of riot, and the ſatis- 
faction they at the ſame time feel, from hearing that the de- 
ſign of bringing in the intended bill is wholly laid aſide. 
This information, they acknowledge, hath already in great 
meaſure quieted their apprehenſions; and they flatter —— 
ſelves, that the confirmation of theſe accounts will alſo ſoon 
extinguiſh thoſe. of their fellow · ſubjects, and reſtore as ge- 

neral peace and nnn of the country. 
+ WILLIAM bonnes. 


33 


| ASSOCIATE SESSION or LEITH. 


Leith, February b. 1770. 

THE Aſſociate Seſſion of Leith, in the name of their 
whole congregation, hereby declare their zeal for the 
ſervation of their valuable liberties, civil and religious oe 
abhorrence of all popiſh abominations, as expreſſed more 
fully in * A Teftimony by the Aſſociate Synod againſt the 
* legal encouragement lately given to Popery; and their 
readineſs to concur with other ſocieties, in uſing all means 


and competent to prevent a repeal of the penal ſta- 

tutes againſt Papiſts in Scotland; taking no part in any tu- 
at proceedings in this cauſe. 

1 Johx PRouDE6oT, Moderator. 

Euracled by ALEX, HENDERSON, 5 Clk.. 


KIRK-SESSION Ann HEADS or FAMILIES oF rar 
2 "PARISH or NEWTON-KIRK. br LOO KTR 


e bs Newton-Kirk, February — —— 
- THE Kirk-ſefion, along with the moſt of the Heads of 
Families in this pariſh, met here, in this ſeaſon of general 
alarm, occaſioned by the report of an intention to repeal al 
the penal laws at preſent in force againſt perſons profeſſing 
the-popiſh religion in this country. * take this 
„ On 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ity of declaring their determined abhorrence of all 
—— opery; and they reflect, with horror, 9 


miſeries which their anceſtors ſuffered from the dominion 
of that cruel and barbarous ſuperſtition. Animated with a 


deep-rooted averſion to the ſpirit and principles of that un- 


_ Chriſtian and pernicious ſyſtem ; firmly and inyariably attach» 


ed to the preſent happy conſtitution; grateful to almighty 
_ for the facred and civil privileges which they enjoy; 
deeply concerned for their preſervation and fafety, and anxi- 
ous * they may be tranſmitted pure and inviolated to their 
lateſt poſterity; they are intirely againſt the unlimited repeal 
of the penal ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics,' as ſuch a re- 
peal muſt endanger the ſecurity of the moſt precious intereſts 
af Proteſtants: And, if a bill of this nature ſhall appear in 
parliament, it is their firm reſolution to contribute all in their 
power to oppoſe it, by every legal and conſtitutional method. 
This unanimous judgment and reſolution, the meeting de- 
fired ſhould be engroſſed in the records of this kirk · f 


and publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers. 


Jauxs SLOAN, Seff. Cl. 
' UNITED SOCIETY ov FREEMENS SONS. 


| | 550 Kelſo, February 5. 1779. 
THIS day the United Society of Freemens Sons, and Jour- 
neymen of the Weaver Trade, and others, in and about 
Ketſo, met, and taking into their ſerious conſideration, the 
general alarm given, by a bill intended to be brought into 


Fern 


Me are of opinion, that the penal ſtatutes againſt the 
growth of Popery were, by our anceſtors, _ 
neceſſary for reſtraining the perſecuting ſpirit of a religio 
ſo incompatible with erh and 74 liberty ; and we can- 
not think tamely to give up theſe ſacred privileges, conveyed 
to us at the expence of ſo much blood and treaſure. 
At the ſame'time, our affection and loyalty to our moſt 
potions Sovereign, and his illuſtrious family, and regard to 
Proteſtant religion, conſtraineth us in this public manner 
nanny "ann ſentiments, and — deſire that theſe ſacred 
ints of ſuperſtition not he removed, but remain as 
th beſt, ſecurity againſt all thoſe who want to deface the 
uty of the Revolution ſettlement; and that we will cheer- 


relolutions . 


contribute, with others, accordi 
What expence may be inc 


0 
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reſslutions/to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh Advertiſer and 
——— _— Mercury, and ſigned by our preſes, 

5 * WILLTAN DA&viDS0v- 


INHABITANTS OF THE "PARISH or LINTON. 


Linton, February 5. 1779. 
WHICH _ and place the Inhabitants. in the Pariſh of 

Linton and county 601 Tweedale being met, in conſequence 
of public notice previouſly given; and taking into their ſeri- 
ous confideration the alarming news, that a bill for repealing 
the penal laws againſt Papiſts, ſtill in force in Scotland, is 
to be brought into parliament in the courſe of this ſcflion 
were unanimouſly of opinion, that they were in the loudeſt 
manner called upon, by a due zeal for pure and undefiled 
religion ; by their loyalty to their lawful ſovereign. King 
George; by a proper reſpect to the memory of their brave 
anceſtors, who fought IT fell in defence of our religious 
and civil liberties ; as alſo by a tender regard, due to the beſt * 
intereſts of a fuccecding race, to ſtand forth and declare, that, 
in their humble opinion, ſuch repeal, ſhould it take place, 
would be attended with the moſt dangerous conſequences, 
conſidered either in a religious or political view; they there- 
fore were of opinion, that it was their duty to concur with 
the reſt of their Proteſtant brethren in oppoſing, by every 
conſtitutional mode, the paſſing of ſaid bill, and for that 

purpoſe, to petition both houſes of parliament, and even the 
GE if aid bill ſhould paſs both houſes; and further to 
contribute, each according to his ſeveral ability, towards 
defraying the neceſſary expences that may be incurred in the 
proſecution of theſe meaſures. And they appoint the reſult 
of their meeting to be- publiſhed in the Edinburgh news- 


"Papa: 2 by order of the meeting, 
. CHanLEs FINDLATERy Profes.. 


KIRK- SESSION AND INHABITANTS or THE 
a "PARISH OF * STRATHMIGLO. 


Strathmighs, February 5. 1 . 

TIE Kirk-ſefon and Inhabitants of the Parith of Strath- 

migho juſtly alarmed at the report, that a bill is to be brought 
into parliament for repealing the penal ſtatutes, that were 

enacted againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland ſoon aſter the 

Revolution (that ever memorable æra of and civil 

liberty}: met this day, and —_ taken the into their 


ſerious 
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ſerious conſideration, they are unanimouſly of opinion, "that 

it ſuch a bill is paſſed into a law, and thereby a legal tolera- 
tion given to the public exerciſe of the idolatrous and ſuper- 
ſtitious worſhip of the church of Rome, to popiſh prieſts 
and Jeſuits-to erect ſchools for the education of youth, and 

to thoſe of that intolerant rehgion to purchaſe eſtates in the 
nation, it will be followed with conſequences extremely de- 
trimental to the intereſts of our holy reformed religion, and 
of that liberty we enjoy as ſubjects of a free Britiſh govern- 
ment; intereſts that will ever be dear to all true Proteſtants, 
and lovers of our preſent excellent conſtitution. 

Animated therefore, with zeal for the glory of God, with 
ſentiments of loyalty to our Sovereign, and a juſt concern, 
that not only themſelves and their fellow- ſubjects may con- 
tinue happy in the enjoyment» of religious and civiF liberty, 
but that theſe invaluable qr 6 may be handed down pure 
and inviolable to the lateſt po eng they give this public 
teſtimony of their diſapprobation of any re or alteration 

Hof the laws now in being againſt Roman Catholics in Scot- 
land, and declare their readineſs to concur with their Pro- 
teſtant brethren, in every legal and conſtitutional method, 
to prevent the ſame, and that they will cheerfully contribute 
towards defraying what expence may be neceſſarily incurred. 


Extrafted from the minutes ſeſſian, by 
 JaMEs;FoTHERINGHAM, S/. Cal. 


PARISH os LASWADE. 


3 4 Lafwade, February 5. 1779. 
THE which day the Parifh being convened in the church, 
and taking into their conſideration the propoſal of a bill be- 
ing brought into parliament, taking off the penal laws again 
the Roman Catholics in Scotland, with all becoming affec- 
tion to our moſt gracious Sovereign and royal family, with 
all reſpect to the wiſdom of our legiſlature, being convinced 
that it is our privilege as Britons, to remonſtrate, in a be- 
coming manner, againſt every thing we think hurtful to our- 
ſelves or fellow- ſubjects; and being perſuaded, that if ſuch: 
2 law ſhould paſs for Scotland, it would be detrimental to 
the Proteſtant religion, which we bleſs God we are ſo happy 
as to enjoy: Do declare our diſapprobation of the ſaid pro- 
. poſed repeal; and that we are ready to join with other pariſhes, 
* legal and conſtitutional meaſure, to oppoſe the ſaid 
hill. That this is the ſenſe of the meeting, is atteſted by 
RoggRT PATON, Mini - 
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© SUB-COMMITTEE or FARMERS. 


Ms : Edinburgh, February 6. 1779. © 
IHE Sub-committee of Farmers and others in the county 
of Edinburgh, for petitioning parliament. againſt the bill in- 
. tended to be brought in for repealing the acts preſently in 
force againſt the Roman Catholics in Scotland, met this day 
at John's Coffee-houſe, by appointment of the general com- 
mittee, in order to fix days for their attending at certain 
places in the county, agreeable to petitions from theſe places, 
in order to give the people there an opportunity of ſigning 
the petitions to parliament made out in their name; but, be- 
ing informed that the bill is laid aſide for this ſeſſion, judged 
it prudent to deſiſt from doing any thing further at preſent, 
than calling a meeting of the general committee, whom they 
beg to attend here upon Wedneſday next, the 1oth current, 
at two o' clock afternoon. 


| | | 4 
KIRK-SESSION AND INHABITANTS or KIRKURD, 


_ Kirkurd, February 6. 1779. 

THE Kirk-ſeffion and Inhabitants of this pariſh, all wel? 
affected to his Majeſty's perſon, family, and government, met 
here this day, and taking into their ſerious conſideration, that 
a bill may be brought into parliament for repealing the penal 
ſtatutes againſt Popery in Scotland, though rarely put in ex- 
ecution ; and which they conſider as ſtatutory laws made for 
preventing the growth of Popery, and for preſerving and main- 
taining the Proteſtant reformed religion, as by law eſtabliſhed 
in this kingdom, by the piety, zeal, and wiſdom of their 
anceſtors, of worthy memory. From their regard to the great 
Gad, and their holy religion, to their King and their coun- 
try, and to themſelves and poſterity, they unanimouſly de- 
clare their abhorrence of the idolatry and ſuperſtition, of the 
tyranny and perſecuting ſpirit of the church of Rome, and 
of all their unreaſonable and abſurd doctrines and tenets, that 
ate contrary unto, and inconſiſtent with the ſacred or: les, 
which are the rule of Proteſtants : And, as their ſacred and 
civil rights and liberties are further ſecured to them by the 
Claim of Right, and Proteſtant ſucceffion to the throne in 
the iſluſtrious houſe of Hanover, and by the articles of the 
union of the two kingdoms, they humbly preſume and hope, 
that the juſtice of the Britiſh parliament will make no inng- 
vation of the laws reſpecting Popery, that may be prejudicial 
to their preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church and _ 
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N And the — declare, they will concur with the royal 
. burghs and pariſhes, and other ſocieties in Scotland; and 
will contribute, according to their ability, towards defraying 
the expence that may be incurred by oppoſing the bill if 
brought into parliament : And they appoint this their reſo- 
lution to be inſerted in the Edinburgh news- papers, and 
ſigned by their preſe. * | *! 
?  Tnomas G1iBson, Mimfter and Prefer. 


INHABITANTS or Taz PARISH or ST, QUIVOX. 


ae» 87. Quivox, February 6. 1779. 

THE Inhabitants of this Pariſh having, on this day, when 

| aſſembled in church, or formerly at the application of the dif- 

«4 | _ ferent elders, cheerfully exprefled and ſubſcribed their reſo- 

lution of oppoſing, by every legal and proper meaſure, the 
intended repeal of the penal laws in Scotland againſt Papiſts, 

think it alſo incumbent upon them to teſtify, in this public 

*manner, their abhorrence of the errors of Popery, .and of 

theſe inſidious arts by which they are often propagated. Hap- 

py in the poſſeſſion of theſe civil and religious liberties which 

this national church hath enjoyed ſince the Revolution, they 

| cannot, without deep concern, hear of any meaſures being a- 

_ - dopted, that have the remoteſt tendency to injure or Oy 

them. From the well known induſtry, and infinuating ad- 

dreſs of popiſh prieſts and hook if countenanced by public 

authority, and eſpecially if permitted to employ themſelves 

in the education of youth, there is juſt reaſon to apprehend 

the moſt fatal conſequences. And, as theſe kingdoms have, 

in former ages, had full experience of the bigotted zeal and 

perſecuting ſpirit of Romiſh ſuperſtition, they cannot help 

thinking, that it merits every diſcouragement in Scotland that 

is conſiſtent with the great principles of Chriftian liberty, and 

the right of private judgment, upon which the Reformation 

has been hitherto ſo happily conducted, and by which alone 


the truth muſt ever be ſupported. | | 
Jonx STRUTHERS, Sg, C/k. 
37 25 ö ä 


TRADESMEN IX PARISH or KILBIRNY, 


f Kilbirny, February 6. 1779. 
WI the different Tradeſmen in the Pariſtr of Kilbirny, 
having convened this day, to confider the preſent alarm con- 
cerning a bill faid to be intended to be preſented to the par- 
liament of Great Britain, for repealing the penal laws — 
| * 
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by the wiſdom of our worthy anceſtors, which ſtand at this | 
day as barriers againſt Popery. We ſcarcely could have cre- Ws. 
dited, that a. parliament who ſhould be the guardians of this 
Proteſtant ſtate, and the bulwarks around it, ſhould give the 
ſmalleſt encouragement to Popery, which hath always been 

the ruin of Proteſtant ſtates; for its adherents have often, 
too often, been ſo very ſucceſsful in their bloody deſigns, as 
to ruin private perſons, eſtates, and kingdoms, which we 
even ſhudder to mention, though too well known at this day 
by the offspring of thoſe who have ſuffered the moſt cruel 
tortures through popiſh tyranny and cruelty. But, as a fi- 
milar bill paſt laſt year, allowing Papiſts the free exerciſe of 
their religion in England, we are not without apprehenſion 
that the ſame thing may be granted to Papiſts in Scotland, 
who, we hope, are very few, and we could wiſh from our 
heart there were none. | 
We therefore take this opportunity to teſtify our loyalty 
to our moſt gracious Sovereign, and our firm adherence to 
the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover ; but, at the ſame time, we, 
declare our utter abhorrence of Popery : We think, that re- 
pealing the penal laws, is the moſt effectual way at once to 
ruin this part of his Majeſty's very loyal realm: We are 
afraid the repealing the ſtatute laws, will alienate the minds 
of many thouſand loyal ſubjects from his Majeſty, to fatisfy 
only a few, who, the firſt opportunity, will involve this 
country in bloodſhed and ruin: Papiſts being ſworn ene- 
mies to thoſe who differ from them in religious matters, by 
their principles they ſeem. to be bad members of ſociety, on 
which; and- many other accounts, we cannot think either 
our lives, or properties ſafe, if Papiſts, Jeſuits, and traffick- 
ing prieſts, have once the liberty of exerciſing their wicked 
arts. Diſannulling the penal laws againſt Popery and Papiſts, 
would ſeem unjuſt in itſelf, as being an expreſs beckeh of 
the Union betwixt the two nations; and we ſhould think, at 
this time, which ſeems to be troublous, by being threatened 
with war, by our malicious and natural enemies, beſides the 
lamentable rebellion in America, miniſtry might be better 
employed, than concerting means how to give Papiſts the 
liberty they themſelves would have been aſhamed to aſk 
et moſt abominable to the far greateſt part of this nation: 
t is probable, that inſtead of - repealing the above laws, if 
they were confirmed, and a general reformation from. Po- 
pery, and every other vice, his Majeſty's arms would have 
more ſucceſs. Our ardent wiſh is, that our moſt gracious 
Sovereign may give no countenance to paſs ſuch a bill into a 
law, although it ſhould paſs both houſes of parliament. — 
| ; ope 


* 


246 DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, Sr. 


hope the parliament will conſider the caſe of this perplexed 
nation, who have, and particularly of late, done every thing 
in their power, to ſhew their regard to our preſent govern- 
ment and happy conſtitution. We unanimouſly join our 
Proteſtant neighbours, by uſing every legal meaſure in our 
power, to hinder ſuch a bill from paſſing into a law. This 
our reſolution we order to be printed in the Glaſgow Journal. 
James Orr, Preſes. 


KIRK-SESSION or DREGHORN. 


Dreg born, February 7. 1779. 
THE Seſſion being met, and conſtitute, the moderator 
read a reſolution entered into by the Seffion and Pariſh of 
Irvine, of oppoſing the repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt 
Popery.—— The ſeflion having conſidered the ſame, not on- 
oy of the. methed which has been adopted by the 
effion of Irvine, but declare their willingneſs to join with 
them in this, or any other legal and conſtitutional meaſure 
that may be thought —_— for preventing the greater 
wth of a religion, not only ſuperſtitious, but ſubverſive of 
the civil as well as the religious liberties of mankind. 


M1cnatr Top, Moder, 


KIRK-SESSION os: DALMELLINGTON, 


Dalmellington, February 7. 1779. 

THE Seſſion of Dalmellington having met this day; and 
taking into their ſerious conſideration, the general alarm, a- 
riſing from the ſuppoſed ſcheme, of bringing iato parliament, 
a bill for repealing the penal laws now in force againſt Pa- 
piſts in Scotland; and being deſirous ts know the ſentiments 
of the people in this pariſh, upon this ſubject; and the elders 
having voluntarily undertaken to go through theirireſpettive 
quarters, it appears, from their reports, and by ſubſcriptions ' 
under the peoples own hands, That almoſt the whole reſid- 
ing Heritors, Heads of Families, and other Inhabitants in 
the pariſh, do, with one voice, declare their ſtrongeſt diſ- 
approbation of, and averſion to, the repealing of ſaid penal 
laws, thoſe great barriers, which the wiſdom of their anceſ- 
tors thought proper to erect, to ſecure them, and their poſ- 
terity, from the dangerous encroachments of Popery ; a ſu- 
perſtition ſo deſtructive to the civil and religious intereſts of 
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mankind; and whoſe progreſs, in oy country, Wine 
marked with ſo much blood. 

Deeply impreſſed, therefore, with a warm * 
ſenſe of the divine goodneſs of God, who — gh — 
forefathers from the tyranny, errors, and ſuperſtitions of the 
_— of Rome; and animated as they are with aac; cue 

—_— and ſincere attachment to the perſon and gov 
ment of their gracious Sovereign King George ; and to 4 
happy conſtitution, both in church and ſtate, under which 
they live : They cannot, without the deepeſt concern, be- 
hold any ſcheme propoſed, that would tend to undermine 
the greateſt bulwarks of thoſe civil and religious liberties, 
which their pious anceſtors ſo nobly ſtruggled to maintain, 
and tranſmitted down to them with ſo rack care, and at 
* expence of ſo much blood. | 
| hoping to be ever influenced by BY mild and 0 
ſpirit 15 77 the goſpel, which breathes re but peace and 
love; while they diſavow every ſpecies of perſecution, they, 
at the ſame time, declare their reſolution to join their Chri- 
ſtian Proteſtant brethren, in any precedent, legal, and con- 
ſtitutional application to the King, or parliament, as may be 
thought moſt proper, to prevent the introduction, or palag 
any lach bill; ſo apparently dangerous to every thing that 
is dear to chem, as men, as Chriſtians, and as Proteſtants. 

And the ſeſſion appoint their moderator to ſign this report 
and reſolution, and tranſmit it, that the ſame may be publiſh- 
ed in the Glaſgow Journal. 
| Duxcan M'Mrnt, Mad. 


INHABITANTS or TBS TOWN AN PARISH 
OF BIGGAR... 


| | Biggar, February 8. 177. 
WE the inhabitants of the Town and Pariſh of Biggar, 
animated with the ſame concern for the preſervation of our 
* and religious privileges, which of late hath dictated ſo 

y declarations from different parts of North Britain, 
fignifying their diſapprobation of ſuch a repeal of the penal 
ſtatutes againſt Roman Catholics, as hath already taken place 
in South Britain; and being fully aſſured of the hurtful, and 
unhappy conſequences, ſhould i ir be extended to this part 
of the united kingdom; and animated at the ſame time with 
a ſpirit of loyalty to our King, and of dutiful ſubmiſſion to 
government, think ourſelves calted ypon, to take this public 
+ method of expreſling our RT of the principles and 

tenets 


» 
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tenets of Popery ſo oppoſite to the word of God, and ſub- 
verſive of all civil and religious liberty. And we hereby de- 
clare ourſelves to be willing and ready to join with our bre= 
thren, friends of the Proteſtant intereſt, in this country; in 
any legal and conſtitutional means that may be found adviſe- 
able and neceſſary, for preventing the extending of ſaid re- 
peal to this part of Great Britain. We further offer this our 
declaration, to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers. 
This by the defire of the meeting, is ſigned by + | 
ty. 5 h JohN Pon rzouz, Preſes. 
JaMEs TELFER, Clerk. 


7 


KIRK-SESSION anD INHABITANTS or THz 
PARISH or BENDOCHY. 


5 Bendochy, February g. 1779. 
IN conſequence of public intimation laſt Sabbath, the 
EKirk-Seſſion, and other Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Bendochy, 
did take into their ſerious conſideration, the bill intended to 
be brought into parliament, for repealing the penal ſtatutes 
againſt Popery, and are unanimouſly of A that — 4 
private perſons, living peaceably and inoffenſively, ſhonld 
connived at, and reniain uamoleſted, yet the affording the 
open countenance of law to that ſuperſtition, would be at- 
tended with the moſt pernicious effects, both to the civil and 
religious intereſts of mankind. That faith is not to be kept, 
with Proteſtants ; that they are by all means to be extirpated; 
that pardons and indulgences may be purchaſed for the worſt 
.crimes; thefe, and ſuch like principles of the church of 
Rome, open a wide door to the groſſeſt immoralities and in- 
human cruelties, as the experience af as many ages ſadly de- 
monſtrate.— They heartily join with other Feng focie- 
ties, in all legal and prudent meaſures, to prevent the re- 
moval of any barrier againſt the dangerous influence of Po- 
| pery, and are willing to contribute towards defraying the ex- 
pence that muſt neceſſarily be incurred for that purpoſe; 
Ga appointed this reſolution to be tranſmitted to the General 
F {pers for the Proteſtant intereſt at Edinburgh. 
| 2 ALEX. Dun. 


5 | 
KIRK-SESSION D PARISH ov CUMBRAY. 


| 1 Cumbray, February g. 1779. 
CONVENED the members of Seffion, with the _ 


et 


— 
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of the Iſland and Pariſh of Cumbray, when taking into their 
ſerious confideration, the unhappy alarm of a bill intended 
to be brought into parliament, for the repeal of the penal 
laws againſt Papiſts in the kingdom of Scotland. We cannot 
but deeply deplore the perverſe blindneſs of that wretched 
ſuperſtition, which was the neceſſary occaſion of theſe laws, 
and which till ſubſiſts, in oppoſition to the pure light of the 
oſpel gloriouſly ſhining, for ſo long a period amongſt us.— 
ucate in the ſchool of ' Chriſt, abhorring perſecution, we 
would, if poſſible, live peaceably with all men, but muſt juſt- 
ly apprehend the fatal confequences of letting looſe a my- 
fl of iniquity, with the indelible marks of idolatry upon 
its forehead, under the bigotted influence of a foreign power; 
whoſe laws are written with blood, till ſuch time as the wiſs 
dom of legiſlature fall upon ſome more humane, Chriſtian, and 
effectual meaſures of recovering them from their dark de- 
luſion, and rendering them the ſafe and unſuſpected mem- 
bers of ſociety, and the friends and loyal ſubjects of our hap- 
py eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, _ | 
In conſequence, therefore, with our peaceable Proteſtant 
brethen, and well affected to his Majeſty's perſon and governs 
ment, in theſe parts of thoſe united Kingdoms, it is unani- 
mouſly agreed, that the reſult of theſe our ſentiments be 
tranſmitted to our repreſentative in parliaraent, for the coun- 
ty of Bute ; humbly beſeeching, that he may be pleaſed to 
exert the powers veſted in him, and his influence with o- 
thers, in the ſeveral branches of the legiſlature, for dicou- 
raging or defeating the purpoſe of ſuch a bill; and we deſire 
that a copy of this our reſolution be inſerted in the Edinburgh 
STONES. cc as in 
Signed in our name, and preſence, by FINES ages: 
| James Morris, Preſer. » 
Gro: RoBtERTSON, Clerk: 


KIRK-SESSION or LONGFORGAN. 


2 +  Longforgan, February g. 17794 
WHICH day the ſeſſion met, and taking into their ſerious 
confideration the dangerous conſequences that will naturally 
| reſult to the Proteſtant religion, and our liberties both ſacred 
and civil, if (as there is ground to fear from the general a- 
larm) there ſhall a bill pafs in the Britiſh parliament for re. 
pealing the penal laws and ſtatutes againſt the Papiſts in Scot< 
land, They therefore think it their duty, in the preſent cir- 
a | K k cumſtances: 
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cumiſtances, unanimouſly to give their teſtimony againſt ſuch 
a bill's paſſing; and are ready to join with other ſocieties in 
Scotland, in taking every proper method for preventing the 
ſame: And they deſire this their opinion and reſolution to 
be publiſhed in-the Edinburgh neus- papers. 


f 


\ 


- © PARISH or COCKPEN. 


TU. Cockpen Church, February 9. 1779. 
THE public ſervice of this day being over, the congrega- 
tion unanimouſly agreed to join with other pariſhes, in giving 
it as their opinion, that the repeal of the ſtatutes now in force 
againſt the Roman Catholics, might be attended with very 

-fatal conſequences both to church and ſtate. | 

As friends to toleration, we regret that the principles of 
the Papiſts are of ſuch a nature, and the injuries they have, 
at different periods, done to-the Proteftants fo ſhocking and 
recent, as renders it extremely improper for the legiſlature- 
to t them every privilege civil and religious. 

e circumſtance of the Papiſts-being diſpoſed to take a 
ſolemn oath to government, before they can enjoy the privi- 
leges defired, and by which oath they abjure the principal 
tenets of their religion, though they ſtill continue Roman 
Catholics, appears to us in a'very unfavourable point of light, 
and a ſtrong reaſon for rejecting their preſent requeſt. | 

We earneſtly recommend it to all conſtituents in counties 
and "boroughs, to uſe their utmoſt influence with their re- 
entatives, that they may exert themſelves in preventing 
the danger threatened. 'This we conſider the only proper an 
legal way of making any oppoſition to a meaſure of govern- 
ment. We therefore find ourſelves diſpoſed to expreſs our 
warmeſt indighation at thoſe outrages that have of late taken 
lace in the metropolis of this country; they may prove hurt- 
to the good cauſe which we are anxious to ſupport, and. 
bring perſecution, with all its train of evils, on the heads of 
2 who reſide in France and other king- 

WMWe can honeſtly declare, that our conduct on this occa- 
ſion, has entirely proceeded from that regard and attachment 
we have to the perſon, family, and government of our molt 
gracious Sovereign, from a laudable deſire to preſerve our 
civil and religious rights, ſo nobly contended for, and ſo 

dearly purchaſed by our forefathers z and from a zealous in- 
elination; as becomes the ſervants of that Maſter who was 
love itſelf, to promote peace and harmony in our land. 

a 3 0 JaMES SrRELE. 
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© PARISH o DUNSYRT, 


8 Dunſyre, February 9. 1779 
THE Heads of Families, and others, in the pariſh of Dun- 
ſyre, in the ſhire of Clydeſdale, being fully met, did ele& 
Mr. John Bradfute Dre of the meeting, and Mr. David 
Stodart their clerk; and having taken under their conſidera- 
the propoſed repeal of the ſtatutes againſt Roman Catho- 
lics, ares, agreed to the following reſolutions, to be 
inſerted in the Evening Courant publiſhed in Edinburgh, and 
in one or other of the London papers. 
We the inhabitants of the above-named pariſh of Dunſyre, 


animated by the ſame concern for the preſervation of our ci- 
vil and religious privileges, which of late has diftated fo ma- 


ny declarations from different parts of North Britain, ſigni- 
fying their diſapprobation of ſuch a repeal of the penal ſta- 
tutes preſently enacted againſt Roman Catholics, as has already 
taken place for South Britain; and their uneaſy apprehen- 
ſions of unhappy and hurtful conſequences from ſuch a re- 
peal, ſhould it be extended to this part of the kingdom; and 
animated at the fame time by a ſpirit of loyalty to our King, 


and dutiful ſubmiſſion to government, and by the ſpirit of 


| Chriſtian charity, candour, and moderation, which has hi- 
_ therto prevailed in this country towards all who may differ 
from us in matters of opinion, ſo long as they may act the 
part of ble members of ſociety; now that the fears 
ariſing: from this þropoſed repeal are rather increaſed than 
diminiſhed, think ourſelves called upon, to take this public 
method of expreſſing our hopes -and confidence, that the 
Britiſh legiſlature, will not raſhly repeal "the ſaid ſtatutes, 
confirmed by the articles of the treaty of Union, and there- 
by endanger the peace of ſociety, and the intereſt of religion 
in this country, which we cannot help thinking might be the 
diſagreeable conſequence of ſuch a meaſure; and that their 
wiſdom and prudence will direct them to allow the laws a- 
gainſt Popery to ſtand as they preſently are, till ſuch time as 


the happy period ſhall arrive, when Papiſts having renounced- 
their unchriſtian and abſurd doctrines,” and their tenets ſub- 
verſive of civil ſociety ; and having loſt that ſpirit of intole- 


rant zeal, by which their conduct towards Proteſtants has 
been ſo often directed, ſhall give all reaſonable and ſatisfacto- 


ry grounds, to expect that they will live as good ſubjects and 


citizens: And we hereby declare ourſelyes to be willing and 
ready to join with our brethren, friends of the Proteſtant in- 


tereſt, in any legal and conſtitutional means of defeating the 


_ intention 


- 
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intention of extending the ſaid repeal to this part of Great 
Britain, and to contribute our proportion unto the neceſſary 
expence. N 

igned in preſence, and by appointment of the meeting, by 
r nr, .. 
pam STopart, Clerk, 


COMMITTEE os CORRESPONDENCE - 1y 
>, +. GLOW: 7-5. 


TIED _ Glaſgow, February 10. 1779. 

THE Committee of Correſpondence in Glaſgow, deeply 

ed with the unworthy behaviour of thoſe ſeditious rioters, 
| who on the evening of the gth current, a day ſet a- part for 
humiliation and prayer, barbarouſly ſet on fire the houſe of 
Robert Bagnal, and otherwiſe deſtroyed his property in ano- 
ther part of this city.z have reſolved, to oppoſe to the ut- 
moſt of their power, the cruel principles of opery, whether 
they appear in Roman Catholics, or in pretended Proteſtants; 
and take the firſt opportunity in this public manner, to de- 
_ clare their abhorrence of this inhuman and unchriſtian con- 
duct, calculated to bring reproach upon our holy religion, 
diſgrace upon the good: cauſe in which the Committee have 
been engaged, and diſhoneur-upon our country, in general; 
calculated to incenſe. Papiſts' againſt foreign Proteſtants, and 
thus to bring our poor brethren abroad into new dangers 
and ſufferings; and calculated to weaken the power of the 
law, which is our only ſecurity for life and property. 
This illegal and wicked procedure appears with peculiar 
aggravations, when it is conſidered, that, the popiſh bill has 
been dropped, in conſequence of the peaceable oppoſition that 
was made to itz that the day on which this riot happened was 
dedicated to God, and religious duties; that the number of 
Papiſts in this city are ſo ſmall, and their ſtation ſo mean, 
that no danger could ariſe from them; and finally, that the 
magiſtrates and council, the trades- houſe, and all the in- 
eorporations and ſocieties in this city, have made all neceſſa- 
ry oppoſition, to the repeal of the penal ſtatutes againſt Pa- 
piſts in Scotland. | | | 
On all which accounts the Committee are affured, that no 
true friend to the Proteſtant religion could have any concern 
in this tumult; and they requeſt of all who with well to our 
peace and proſperity, that they exert themſelves to the ut- 
moſt, in private and public, to prevent ſuch diſorders in time 


to come. | 


# 
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_ EIGHTY-THREE SOCIETIES. 


| | | Glaſgow, February 10. 1779. 
THE preſeſes of Private Societies, for charitable purpoſes, 
unanimouſly agreed, that, while they are firmly reſolved to 
oppoſe a repeal of the penal laws againſt Papiſts in Scotland, 
by eyery-legal means in their power, they alſo unanimouſly 
to-publiſh to the world, that they diſclaim every ſpe- 
cies of oppreſſion, as well as all kind of riots, mobs, and tu- 
mults; and therefore recommend it to every member of their 
reſpective ſocieties to avoid any thing that may tend to breed 
diſturbance in the commonwealth, and to behave as 
Chriſtians, members of ſociety, and obedient ſubjects to the 
juſt and mild laws of Great Britain. 7 4 
| Signed in name of Eighty-three Societies, by 
Joan PATERSON, Proſes, 


PARISH os SALINE, _ bs, 


- | Saline, February 10. 1779. 

THE which day the Miniſter, Heritors, Elders, and 
Heads of Families of ſaid pariſh met, and conſtitute 
prayer, according to intimation from the pulpit laſt Sabbath, 
in order to take into their ſerious conſideration a bill pro- 
poſed to be brought into parliament, for repealing the penal | 
laws now in force againſt the growth and increaſe of Popery * 
in Scotland; which repeal (as God forbid: its ever havin | 
place) manifeſtly would be detrimental to, and ſubverſive | 
our moſt valuable civil and ecclefiaſtical liberties. In conſi- 
deration whereof, the ſaid meeting unanimouſly agree with 
other pariſhes in contributing every thing in their power, to 
oppoſe the ſaid bill's being brought into parliament, or paſſed 
into a law, and this by every legal and conſtitutional mea- 
ſure; and, if the preſent miniſtry ſhould act ſuch a part, 
appearing ſo inconſiſtent. with the truſt repoſed in them, and 
ſhould, by their unaccountable conduct, get the faid bill to 
paſs in both houſes of parliament, in that event, every loyal 
ſubje& ſhould join in petitioning his Majeſty not to give his 
royal afſent.to à bill, which cannot fail to alienate the minds 
of his loyal ſubjects in this part of the united kingdoms. 
Which, with all affection and loyal ſubmiſſion to his Majeſty's | 
perſon and family, is ſubſcribed in preſence and by appoint= 8 | 

| | 


k 
— —— 


ment of the ſaid meeting, by 
2 David HuxTER, Preſes. 


* UNITED 
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UNITED PARISHES or INCHTURE AND ROSSIE. 
Musucbture near Dundee, February 10. 1779. 
* "THIS day, the Inhabitants of the United Pariſhes'of Inch- 
ture and Roſſie, being convened at the kirk of Inchture, be- 
- cauſe of the general alarm given by the prevailing report, 
that a bill is intended to be brought into parliament for a, re- 
peal of the penal laws now in force in Scotland, againſt thoſe 
of the Roman Catholic religion, they were unanimous in 
diſapproving of any alteration being made in ſaid laws, as 
they are very apprehenſive that any indulgence to thoſe of 
that ſect, might tend to promote the ſpread and growth of 
Popery, to the great hurt and prejudice of the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt, as well as of civil ſociety, and alſo in proceſs of time 
endanger the ſafety of the ſtate. The meeting therefore un- 
animouſly reſolved, to concur with other ſocieties, who have 
already publithed the like ſentiments, in oppoſing, by every 
legal method, the repeal of faid laws, in caſe a bill ſhall be pre- 
ſented to parliament for that effect, and that they would 
cheerfully contribute in proportion to their ability, if it ſhall 
be found needful to employ counſel to oppoſe the ſame. - 
Signed in name and by appointment, by 32 
| | Davrp Torx, Clerk. 


„ 


KIRK-SESSION A INHABITANTS or THE 
.PARISH os LONGFORMACHUS, _ 


a yi Long formachus, February 10. 1779. 

WHEN affairs wear ſuch a dark and diſmal aſpect, and 
the ſtate of the nation ſeems to be truly melancholy, we can 
no longer hold our peace, but join with all the true friends 
of the Proteſtant cauſe, in declaring our averſion to Popery, 
and to the bill which is faid to be intended to be brought. into 
parliament in its favour. When we hear of the encourage- 
ment which has been given to it in England, and is now pro- 
poſed to be given to it in this part of the united kingdom, 
we cannot be ſilent, when we remember the days of our 
forefathers, and what they ſuffered from the hands of Papiſts; 
when we think upon the idolatry and ſuperſtition, the into- 
lerant and perſecuting ſpirit of their religion, we cannot 
think it ſafe to take thele inſtruments of cruelty into our 
boſoms, and inveſt them with all the privileges and liberty 
of other ſubjects. We apprehend, that the doctrines of Po- 
pery are unſoriptural, idolatrous, and blaſphemous, — 
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to morality, and inconſiſtent with the peace and — of 
is church and nation. Theſe our ſentiments and reſolu- 
tions we order to be publiſhed in all the Edinburgh news- 
papers. Signed in the name, and by order of the Miniſter, 
Kirk- ſeſſion, and Inhabitants of the pariſh of Longformachus, 

| * SeLBY ORD, Chairman. 


INHABITANTS or Tue PARISH or COMRIE. 


& e Comrie, February 10. 1779- 
THE general alarm and dread among the people, ariſing 
from an apprehenſion, that a repeal of the penal ſtatutes 
againſt Roman Catholics is likely to be extended to Scot- 
land, renders it neceſſary for the Pariſhioners of Comrie 
parifh, to deliberate ſeriouſly upon an affair of ſuch import- 
ance to this country. And while we are inferior to none in 
teſtifying our love to our country, and its deareſt rights, and 
loyalty to his Majeſty's family and government, we are ſtruck 
with grief and terror at the thoughts of granting encourage- 
ment to a religion hoſtile to that of the Proteſtant intere 
and calculated for the gradual ſubverſion of that beautiful ſyſ- 
tem maintained by our forefathers, at the expence of much 
blood and treaſure, as is apparent from the annals of our 
country down to the Revolution 1688. The incroachments 
then made upon the civil and religious liberties of the people 
are almoſt beyond deſcription. © The popiſh religion being 
thus inimical to the ſafety of our country, we conſider our- 
ſelves, from the peculiar circumſtances of this large and po- 
pulous Highland pariſh, with not a few Roman Catholics 
and that in' the * en of a popiſh prieſt, as called 
upon by every tie, for our own and the national ſecurity, to 
co-operate with the preſbyteries and ſynod, and other Pro- 
teſtant friends, in preſerving and handing down to poſterity, 
' our civil and religious liberties now eſtabliſhed by law, as 
free and uncorrupted as we received them from our anceſtors. 
In a word, a repeal of theſe penal laws would, in our opi- 
nion, fruſtrate the gracious intention of his Majeſty's royal 
bounty, the endeavours of the Society for propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, and the pious intentions of many worthy 
contributors for the ſupport of that Society. For theſe, and 
other weighty reaſons, we heartily concur with other ſocie- 
ties of like ſentiments, in uſing every legal and conſtitutional 
meaſure, to prevent a repeal of theſe laws; and cheerfully 
to contribute our proportion of any neceſſary expence that 
may be incurred, by employing counſel, or otherwiſe. — 
1 . . | or or in 
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ordain'theſe our ſentimets to be publiſhed in all the Edin- | 


Sabſeribed in name and by appointment of the pariſhioners, by 

| Hue CauRRON, Pre. 
Erxrtracted from the minutes of ſaid meeting, bb . © 
\* _—_ * Cocks FERGUSON, Clert. 


PARISHES or CULTER .avv DOLPHINGTON. 


WE, the Inhabitants of the Pariſhes of Culter and Dol- 
phington, in the preſbytery of Biggar, animated by the ſame 
concern for the preſervation of our civil and religious privi- 
leges, which, of late, hath: dictated ſo many declarations 
from different parts of North Britain, ſignifying a diſappro- 
bation of ſuch a repeal of the penal ſtatutes, — enacted 
againſt Roman Catholies, as hath already taken place for 
South Britain, and an uneaſy apprehenſion of hurtful and 
unhappy conſequences from ſich a repeal, ſhould it be ex- 
tended to this part of the united kingdom: And, animated, 
at the ſame time, by a ſpirit of loyalty to our King, and of 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to the der under which we have 
the happineſs to live; and by the ſpirit of Chriſtian charity, 
candour, and moderation [towards all who may differ from 
us in matters of religious opinion, and eſpecially ſo long as 
they ſhall act the part of peaceable members of ſociety, which 
ſpirit hath, hitherto, happily prevailed in this part of the 
country, and which we are heartily ſorry to find hath been ſo 
much forgotten in ſome other places, ] think ourſelves called 
upon to take this public method of expreſſing our hopes and 
our confidence, that the Britiſh legiſlature will not repeal ſaid 
ſtatutes, and thereby endanger the peace of ſociety, and the 
intereſts of religion in this country, which, we are perſuaded, 
would be the diſagreeable conſequence of ſuch a meaſure at 
preſent z but that their wiſdom and prudence will direct them 
to allow the laws againſt Popery to ſtand as they preſently 
are, till ſuch time as the happy period ſhall artive, when 
Papiſts, having renounced their abſurd and unchriſtian doc- 
trines, and their tenets ſubverſive of liberty, and of the peace 
and happineſs of civil ſociety ; and having loſt that ſpirit of 
intolerant zeal, by which their conduct towards Proteſtants 
hath been ſo often directed, ſhall give all reaſonable and ſa- 
tisfaftory grounds to expect, that they will behave as good 
ſubjects and good citizens. And we do heartily declare our- 
ſelves to be willing and ready to join with our brethren, friends 
of the Proteſtant intereſt, in this country, in any legal and 

c0N- 
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conſtitutional means that may be found adviſeable and neceſ- 

 fary for defeating the intention of extending the ſaid repeal 

to this part of Great Britain : And we further order this our 

declaration to be inſerted in the Edinburgh news-papers, and 

to be ſigned in our name and preſence, by our ſeveral pre- 
ſeſes and clerks. | | NF Gs 

Subſcribed at Dolphington, February 10» 1779, by | 

IR Jus FERGUSON, Prefer. F . 

ik RoßggRT SOMMERVILL, Clerk. | 

Subſcribed at Culter, February 13. 1779, 25 "2B 
— ö 9 Joun 3 p 


N. B. The clanſe included betwixt the two marks f ],» was omit» 
ted in the declaration ſubſcribed at Culter. | | 


N 18 1 . 
JOURNEYMEN SHOEMAKERS 1x GLASGOW. 


| | ö Glaſgow, February to. 1779. 
THE Society of Journeymen Shoemakers in Glaſgow, 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of St. Criſpin's Society, conſiſting 
of near five hundred members, take this public opportunity, 
in concert with their fellow Proteſtants, of teſtifying their 
higheſt diſapprobation of the intended repeal of the penal 
ſtatutes againſt Popery, and their hearty concurrence with 
all conſtitutional meaſures for oppoſing and defeating it. 
They hold it an unalterable and incontrovertible maxim 
in good government, That all laws are the offspring of either 
utility or neceſſity, and that whatever political regulations 
do not flow from one or other of theſe ſources, ought never 
to be made binding on 'the members of the ſtate. If this 
principle be juſt, as few will controvert, they would beg 
leave to try the propriety or expediency of the intended re- 
peal by this text. Does utility then require it ? Would the 
community at large be benefited by it? They ſuppoſe no per- 
ſon will heſitate to anſwer theſe queſtions in the negative. 
It is impoſſible to mention a ſingle good effect that could 
attend its introduction: But it would be eaſy to point out a 
thouſand bad conſequences that would enſue from it. The 
many judicious publications which have appeared on this im- 
5 ſubject, of late, ſufficiently ſhow them. It cannot 
pretended that it proceeds from neceſſity. Had a rigorous 
and improper uſe been made of the laws preſently in force, 
and on that account commotions and diſturbances been ex- 
cited, ſome excuſe might have been made for this meaſure : 
But when the reverſe was the caſe; when not a murmur was 
keard, ar the leaſt complaint ab it is inexplicable to — 
| | cauſe 


— 


| 


— 
— 


— — SDS 
- 
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dauſt to impute an attempt to unhinge the conſtitution, to 


introduce, in place of ſalutary laws, a ſyſtem which has ever 


ved the bane of ſociety and diſgrace of human nature; 
ubverſive of the natural and eſſential rights of mankind, 
and diametrically oppoſite to the true intereſt of every thing 


human and divine. lt is in vain to look for ſome data. 
_whereon ta. juſtiſy the authors or encouragers of ſuch a bill. 


But be the principle. what it will, it affords the greateſt ſatis- 
faction te this ſocie:y,, that the pernicious ſcheme met with 
ſo juſt, ſo great, and fo unanimous an oppoſition z and the 
abettors of it may by this time be convinced that this gene- 
ration are the genuine deſcendants of theſe brave and pious. 


Scotſmen, who baffled the: efforts of the Roman power in 


its greateſt glory. Experience has incontrovertibly proved, 
that Scotſmen will ſooner part with life than with liberty; 
and that they are particularly jealous of ' avery encroachment 
upon their religious privileges, which were ſo dearly pur- 
chaſed; in defence of which, and the cauſe of their King, 
and for their country's good, they. will exert themſelves to. 
the utmoſt. And, in Tore? they are of opinion, that they 


| = be juſtly called ungrateful to the memory of their an- 


ors, and betrayers of the intereſt of poſterity, were they 
to*entertain different ſentiments. 

Theſe refleQions are not, the effect gf bigotry. or enthu- 
ſiaſm: They proceed from cool and mature deliberation.— 
And this ſociety, upon the very firſt alarm, occaſioned by 
the report of the intended repeal, did every thing in their 
de to prevent any of their members from being miſled 


the allurements of Popery, or giving the ſmalleſt encou- 
ragement to it, or its profeſſors; and with other ſocieties 
contributed to defray the expence, that might be incurred 
in oppoſing fuch repeal.— But at the ſame time that they 


thus publicly avow their ſentiments on that meaſure, and 


though they will abiĩde by them to their life's. end, they would 
by no means be underſtood, to give the leaſt ſanction or 
countenance to the late ſnameful and offenſive, riotous, and 
diſorderly behaviour of ſome of our fellow- ſubjects. Such, 
conduct does not become the profeſſors of our holy religion, 
and is inconſiſtent with the humane dictates and ſpirit. of it. 


Such perſons, whoſe heat of temper hath carried them ſuch 


unwarrantable lengths, ſhould conſider that it hurts their 
cauſe, however worthy, and that it is one of the many bad. 
attendants of that perſuaſion. they would wiſh to extirpate; 


and muſt therefore, on cool reflection, diſapprove of it. It 


nay be reaſonably expected, that the great commations and 


| diſturbance, occaſioned. by this purpoſed repeal, and the. 


4 general 


\ 


* 
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and early oppoſition it has met with, have convinced 
the ill-fated promoters of it, of the impracticability of ever * 
introducing into this country a religion, which the people | 
are, from their cradle, juſtly taught to abhor, as an impoſi- 
tion on found reaſon and common ſenfe. At the ſame time, 
it is clear to this ſociety, to be an inftance of the infatuation 
and ignorance, in- which Papifts are induſtriouſly kept, that 
they do not perceive; that inſtead of being benefited by a re- 
2d, it will certainly be productive of moſt faral and 
diſtreſſing conſequences to them. —And had they been ſen- 
ſible of their on intereſt, they would have been the firſt to 
enter the lifts againſt it. They have already had pretty 
{ſtrong ſpecimens of what they may expect were it to be per- 
ſiſted in. When the very furmiſe of a propoſal of a repeal 
haz alarmed and inflamed the whole country, what would 
have enſued, if it had paſſed into a law? We have had ſuf- 
. ficient caufe -of complaint againſt the manner in which our 
civil affairs have been conducted of late; and conſidering 
this, we ſhould certainly not have been diſtracted by any 
attempt to deprive us of our religious liberty. 
- This ſociety heartily wiſhes, that the infatuation with which 
the miniſtry and others in power are infected, may be ſpeedily 
removed, otherwiſe that as ſpeedy a removal — from 
their offices may take place; - that our country may yet, by 
better management, be retrieved from its decaying honour, 
and preſeat unpromiſing appearance; and, if poſſible, re- 
ſtored to its priſtine glory and former ſplendor; and that we 
may yet live quiet and peaceable lives, under a Proteſtant 
King, whom we conſider as much bound to preſerve and de- 
fend to us the Proteſtant faith, as we are to maintain him on 
the throne, and preſerve him from the malevolent deſigns of 
his perfidious enemies; - enemies to the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant 
religion, and the preſent happy conſtitution ; which, not- 
withſtanding all their pretences to the contrary, they are 
bound by their religion to be. 
The ſociety ordain their ſentiments to be ſubſcribed” by 
the preſes, and to be publiſhed in the Glaſgow Journal; and 
for that purpoſe ordain the clerk to give an extract thereof 


under his hands. = 
e | Joun MM1LLAN, Preſes. 
Extrafled from the books of the ſaid ſociety, by | 
* Roxx r Pang, Clerk. 


PRES- 
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p 0 'PRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN: * 


r eee Aberdeen, February 11. 1779. 
IHE Preſbytery of Aberdeen, taking into their ſerious 
conſideration. the alarm which has of late ſpread ſo. generally 
through Scotland, on occaſion of a report that a bill will ſoon 
be brought into parliament, of the like tenor with an act paſ- 
fed for England in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for taking 
off certain diſabilities and penalties to which Papiſts are ſub- 
jected, by an act made in the firſt parliament of King Wil- 
liam, judge it their duty to do all that lies in their power to 
put a ſtop to that alarm, and particularly to remove the ap- 
1 of thoſe who are immediately under their care, 
eartily deteſting the abſurd and antichriſtian principles, and 
the bloody and perſecuting ſpirit of Popery, they are reſolved 
to do their utmoſt to expoſe and confute its errors and cor- 
ruptions, as they have opportunity, inſtructing in meekneſs 
thoſe who are unhappily entangled in them, and warning their 
prople againſt them, in all the ways of ſound, argument, from 
reaſon and ſcripture, to both which that ſuperſtition is alike 
- repugnant. While they look upon theſe as the ny . 
which the benign and ſpiritual nature of the goſpel, and the 
fundamental principle of the Reformation, permit them, as 
miniſters of Chriſt, to employ; and while, from a firm faith 
of rhe truth and purity o» our holy religion, they are per- 
ſuaded, that it is by the diligent uſe of theſe weapons, not 
by penal laws, that this religion can be ſecured, and that the 
converſion of Papiſts can, under the divine bleſſing, be ac- 
compliſhed; they maintain, that it is not only the right, but 
alſo the duty, of every Proteſtant ſtate, from the great and 
univerſal principle of Hees, to reſtrain, by proper laws, 
the reſtleſs ſpirit of Popery, from either diſturbing the public 
peace, or encroaching on the ſacred or the civil rights of 
the community. But, to do more in this way than ſelf⸗ 
defence renders abſolutely neceſſary, they affirm, that neither 
juſtice, nor t he ſpirit of the goſpel, will warrant; and they 
are fully perſuaded, that all that is neceſſary will be effec- 
tually ſecured, though the propoſed repeal ſhould take place; 
and that the apprehenſions of danger from it proceed on ſup- 


poſitions which appear to them totally groundleſs. They are 
convinced, that that repeal will by no means grant an un- 
limited toleration to Popery, becauſe it will leave in force 
certain other penalties enacted by former laws, * ety 
after the Reformation, when the danger from the Romith 
party, was greater than it hath been ever ſince; and _ 

| t 
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that time down to twelve years after the glorious Revolution, 
and which, in their judgment, will be ſufficient ſecurity. 
They are convinced, that it will put into the hands of Tapis 
no dangerous power, nor give any countenance to their per- 
verting Proteſtants, becauſe theſe two points are ſecured by. 
other laws not propoſed to be repealed,” particularly of 
James VL Charles II. and William and Mary. They are 
equally convinced, that it will not impower Papiſts to enjoy 
offices, or to keep ſchools for the education of the children 
of Proteſtants, becauſe the firſt is not ſo much as mentioned. 
in the act propoſed to be repealed, but it is provided againſt 
by an act of James VI. and other poſterior acts: And their 
being at all concerned in educating children, not only by an 
expreſs act of Charles II. but alſo by many laws relating to 
ſchoolmaſters, and all teachers, whether\privately or public- 
lp, and particularly putting them under the inſpection of 
preſbyteries; and, by an act of William and Mary, requiring 
all bearing office in any ſchool, to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion 
of Faith. And, if any further ſecurity on this head ſhould 
be found neceſſary, they have entire confidence in the wit- - 
dom of the legiſlature, for providing it under ſuch ſanctions, 
either againſt Papiſts who undertake the education of Pro- 
teſtant children, or the parents who employ them, as ſhall 
be at once juſt and effectual. They are confident, that the 
propoſed repeal will only free Papiſts from the civil diſabili- 
ties regarding the poſſeſſion, the acquiſition, and the con- 
veyance of property, and from the danger of baniſhment or 
death, on account of the exerciſe of their religion, all which 
the act of King William lays them under; but which, by 
reaſon of their ſeverity, have never contributed to the ſup- 
preſſion of Popery, as they have ſeldom Been executed, and 
means have generally been found to elude them. And the 
preſbytery are fatisfied, that, as for that reaſon, the taking 
off theſe diſabilities and puniſhments can never promote the 
owth of Popery, ſo it may have a contrary tendency, to 
often the miſguided zeal, and to lay their minds open to 
conviction of the truth, and may thus prepare the way for 
their being reclaimed from error. But, if it ſhould, through 
the bigotted obſtinacy of Papiſts, fail of producing theſe & 
fireable effects, ſtill the preſbytery's very abhorrence of Po- 
pery inclines them to with that the penalties againſt the of- 
fences of Papiſts were more moderate, for that very circum- 
ſtance would make them more effectual, by rendering it more 
probable that they would be exacted: Nor is it in their power 
to diſcover any good that can ascrue from laws, the execu- 
tion of which both religion and humanity concur in prevent- 
* ing. 
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ing. They have only ſerved hitherto to give the Papiſts all 
the advantape that may reſult from the L ay of perfecution, 
whilſt the ſpirit of the times and the lenity of government ef- 
fectually ſecured them from feeling its weight. The v 
tery do not ſay that they wiſh a repeal to take place, white ſo 
ſtrong air oppoſition to it, however ill-founded, continues to 
ſubſiſt; but they cannot help deeply that ſuch op- 
poſition has been raiſed and carried ſo far; and it is with in- 
expreſſible concern they obſerve, that, under the appearance 
of oppoſing the profeſſion, men are unknowingly cheriſhing 
in themſelves, and fomenting in others, the ſpirit-of that in- 
tolerant ſuperſtition. The preſbytery, therefore, earneſtly 
beſeceh all ranks, and particularly the people committed to 
their care, not to be diſquieted or inflamed with groundleſs 
apprehenſions, and to beware of indulging, under the colour 
of zeal for the truth, a ſpirit of violence and perſecution 
againſt the perſons of thoſe whoſe corruptions in religion they 
juſtly abhor. | 5 

By appointment of the preſogtery, ſigned by 

| Davio CRUDEN, Moderator. 


INHABITANTS or Tuz PARISH or BAT. 
| | LANTRAFE, A n 
If Bullantrne, February 11, 1779. - 

THIS day a great part of the Inhabitants .of this pariſh 


being aſſembled, and taking into their moſt ſerious conſide- 


ration, the propoſed repeal of the penal ſtatutes, now in 
force againſt Papiſts, were unanimouſly of opinion, that if 
ſuch a thing were to take place, it would be attended with 
dangerous conſequences to the religious and civil intereſts of 

this country. For conſidering the 3 decline of ſeri- 
ous godlineſs, and the rapid and univerſal ſpread of luxury, 
profaneneſs, and infidelity in the preſent age, the giving a 
toleration to a religion, which in its very nature is ſubverſive 
of the very firſt principles of morals, -which favours the 
9 5 of wickedneſs, ſoothes, with the moſt flattering il- 
uſions, the guilty conſciences of mankind, muſt appear, to 
every perſon of the leaſt degree of common ſenſe, to be high- 
ds And as the nation is at preſent engaged in two 
gerous and expenſive wars, where firmneſs, unanimity, 
and public virtue are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to conduct them 
to a happy iſſue, they cannot help regarding thoſe men, as 
the worſt enemies to their King and country, who would, 
| eſpecially 


r ſuch a time, create fears and jealouſies in the 
minds of the ſubjects about rights and privileges held dearer 
And when they further conſidered, in general, the in- 
tentions of making alterations in our ſtatutes that relate to 
Roman Catholics, they could not help, with many other of 
their D and fellow Chriſtians, entertaining unfa- 
vourable ſuſpicions of the principle from which ſuch an in- 
tention. muſt, proceed... For it appears ſomewhat extraordi- 
nary; that ſuch uncommon. attention and concern ſhould be 
ſhewn to the intereſts of Papiſts, in almoſt all parts of the 
Britiſh empire, a ſet of men univerſally known to be, and 
from their avowed principles muſt be, the declared enemies 
of all true liberty, while ſimiliar relief has been denied, both 
in England and Ireland, to the Preſbyterian diſſenters, who 
are equally well known to hold principles friendly in the 
higheſt degree to the true intereſts of the econſtitution of this 
country, and whoſe patriotic zeal and activity, at the time 
of the Revolution, contributed greatly to eſtabliſh and per- 
fect it. Being therefore animated with theſe ſentiments of 
lpyalty to their Sovereign, and regard to their rights and 
privileges. as. Britiſh; ſubjects, the inhabitants of this pariſh 
are ready to join with, their friends of the Proteſtant intereſt, 
in uſing every lawful, peaceable, and conſtitutional means to 
oppoſe the intended. repeab;, and if need be, they are willing 
to contribute money, according, to their ability, for employ- 
ing counſel for that purpoſe; and they appoint theſe their 
ſentiments to be publiſhed in the news-papers.. 
Signed in their: name, and preſence, and by appointment, by 
N WILIA Dox AE nsox, Pre/es. 


\ 


 KIRK-SESSION 4axD INHABITANTS or Tyr 
PARISH os INVERLEITHEN. 


_  Inverleithen, county of Tweedale, February 11. 1779. 

AT this alarming conjuncture, when filence reſpecting the 
mdulgence-to: be given: to Papiſts, by a repeal of any of the 
penal-laws to which they, are ſubjected, is underſtood to im- 
ply an. indifference for the Proteſtant intereſt, the miniſter, 
heritors, elders, and inhabitants of this pariſh, think them- 
ſelves. called upon, to deelare publicly their abhorrence of the 
ſuperſtitious worſhip, pernicious tenets, and perſecuting ſpi- 
rit of Popery ; and their determined reſolution to diſcourage 


and-oppoſe its progreſs, by every —— ANSP 
. * 


— - ——_ RH  —— __ 


— 
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vith the rights of humanity, the dictates of ſober reaſon, and 


- 


the precepts of the goſpel. Should ever a bill be propoſed 


in parliament, ſavourable to its growth, and hurtful to the 


religious and civil liberty preſently enjoyed by the happy in- 
habitants of this country, they will cheerfully concur, with 
the other ſocieties in Scotland, in any prudent and conſtitu- 


tional method of oppoſing it. That theſe their ſentiments 
might be fully known, they have ordered the ſame to be 


publiſhed in all the Edinburgh news- papers. 
Signed in preſence, and by appointment f the meeting, by 
TRoMas BALLANTYNE, Preſes. 
e e nee tA n 8 AP? '* 135 

jon ne ROBERT Scorer, Minter. 

9 Ion TURNBULL, — 

f JohN EcKFoRD, 1⁴ 

3 Sn — ; = 

8 Mien ant Ni cor, 
* Joun Tait, 4. LA 4 
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KIRK-SESSION any ANHABITANTS or Tur 
PPP 1 


. os Alyth; February 11. 1779. 
AT a numerous meeting of the Heritors, Kirk-ſeſſion, 
and Inhabitants of this extenſive Pariſh, aſſembled to take in- 
to conſideration the report anent repealing the penal ſtatutes 
againſt Popery in Scotland, the meeting was unanimouſly of 
opinion, that the repeal of theſe ſtatutes would be attended 
with the worſt conſequences to our happy conſtitution in 
church and ſtate. They cannot help being greatly alarmed, 
and filled with the moſt uneaſy apprehenſions at the pro- 
poſal of giving ſo much countenance to a religion, the doc- 
trines, principles, and tenets of which are in many inſtances, 
not only contrary to the ſacred ſcriptures, but alſo hoſtile to 
the natural, as well as the civil and religious rights of man- 


kind. 


Though the popiſh religion, for ſome years paſt, has put 
on a miller afpedt in 58 countries 4 5 it ks 
they muſt aſcribe this to mere policy and refinement, ſince, 
while the fame principles and tenets are believed and main- 
tained, and not openly diſavowed by the teachers and pro- 
feſſors of that religion, (which as yet is far from being the 
caſe,) they will, when circumſtances concur, naturally lead 
them to all that perfidy, cruelty, and perſecution, for which 
the church of Rome is ſo juſtly deteſted by every friend to 


the Proteſtant intereſt. They arc further of opinion, that 
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there is no reaſon for the repeal of theſe ſtatutes, fince- 
are far leſs ſevere than the laws againſt Proteſtants in popi 
countries, and have never been executed with rigour. 'The 
meeting; loyal in their attachment to his Majefty's perſon 
and family, and deeply ſenſible of the many privileges they 
enjoy ine the preſent happy conſtitution, as by law eſta- 
dliſhed, therefore, reſolved to concur with other ſocieties 
and communities, in their endeavours, to oppoſe, by every 
legal and conſtitutional method, any ſuch bill that may be 
brought into parliament. And they order this reſolution to 
bo publiſhed in the Edinburgh news- papers. 
Signed in name, and by appointment of the meeting; by" / 
1 : | | Tromas BL AIR, Clerk. 


KIRK-SESSION uu INHABITANTS or Tub 
\. PARISH. or MAT BOL. 


| Mahale, February 11. 1779. 
THE Kirk. ſeſſion, and above two hundred Heads of Fa- 
milies of the Town and Pariſh of Maybole, being this day 
met, in conſequence of a previous intimation, to take into 
their ſerious conſideration, a bill, ſuppoſed to be intended 
to be brought into parliament, for repealing the penal ſta- 
tutes againſt Papiſts living in Scotland, do unanimouſly teſti- 
5 — abhorrence of all perſecution for conſcience fake : 
Whilſt they expreſs their utter deteſtation of the principles 
of Popery, both as a religious , and a political ſyſtem, and 
would be ily ſorry to ſee the ſmalleſt encouragement 
to the growth of it in this Proteſtant country; yet they bear 
no ill-will towards that deluded ſet of men, whom they ſtill 
conſider as a part of their fellow-creatures, nor wiſh to in- 
jure them either in their perſons or property, _ 

At the ſame time, they are unanimouſly of opinion, that 
the penal ſtatutes at nt in being, ought not to be re- 
pealed; becauſe from ſuch a repeal there muſt follow many 

- conſequences, dangerous both to church and ſtate. But they 

delay giving their opinion more fully on this ſubject at pres 
ſent, on account of their having received the agreeable in- 

formation, that ſaid bill will certainly not be moved in parli- 
ament, at leaſt during this ſeſſion of it. They wonder what 
citizen, or citizens, have been ſo impolitic and unwiſe, as to bo 
the means of throwing the nation into ſuch a dreadful ferment, 

- Eſpecially at ſuch a critical and moſt improper time. They 
are alfo ſurprized, that the N of land in Scotl 
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of many of whoſe eſtates is made up of the 
dh or nt lands, do not fee their manifeſt intereſt in op- 
— this Roman Catholic bill. 
But if the ſaid bill ſnall be attempted to be brought into 
any future ſeſſion of parliament, they will uſe every legal and 
conſtitutional method of oppoſing it; and if it ſhall be found 
neceſſary to employ counſel for that purpoſe, they will chear- 
fully contribute a proportionable ſum, toward men g the 
expence incurred thereby. 

Agreeable to the n n een der 
conſcience ſake is unlawful and antichriſtian, they think 
themſelves bound in duty, to give this their public teſtimony 
againſt all mobs and rietous meetings, being aſſembled on an 
account whatever. Some late inſtances of this kind, al. 

eover a ſpirit of fanaticiſm and cruelty, which they ſeverely 
condemn. . All riots, on account of the above repeal, may, 
in the iſſue, tend to hurt a good cauſe. Their happening 
on account of diſputes, about matters of religion, is always 
unfortunate; becauſe they bring diſgrace on Chriſtianity, the 
real ſpirit of which, as conveyed to us, by its divine Author, 
is peace, meekneſs, and kt tends alſo to- give too 
much room to the enemies tiſm to open their 
- mouths againſt it. 


U the Edinburgh 
Courant and Glaſgow Journal. 


Signed in name, a meeting, by 
Mus WIC Hr, . wi 
Joan Duxcax, Sef. C/k. 


INHABITANTS os THE PARISH or LOCH- 
_ -GELLY, Sc. | 


Lochgelly, February 11. 1779. 


A NUMBER ww, the Inhabitants of this and the neighbour- 
ing Pariſhes aſſembled here, and taking into their ſerious 
conſideration, the general and alarming = "oa a bill in- 
tended to be brought into parliament, to repeal _— eee | 
Ws nl in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, 
to. oppoſe, by every conſtitutional method, whatever 
may be A >. judicial: to their preſent -ſecurities againſt the 
that falſe religion; and reſolved to take all expe- - 

ient — that no act concerning Popery, and extend- 
ing to Scotland, be paſſed i in W till the bill relating 


to it be printed and that all may have. acceſs to 
_ conſider 


/ 
{ 
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conſider it, and till one year at leaſt be elapſed, that thus all 
ranks: in Scotland may, if needful, be heard by counſel in 
parliament, and by their addreſſes to the King on that im- 
portant ſubject, and may have acceſs, in a conſtitutionai 
manner, to oppoſe whatever has a tendency to weaken that 
ſecurity which we have hitherto enjoyed by law, for our re- 
ligious, as well as our civil liberties, againſt the encroach- 
ments of the church of Rome; whom ſad experience has 
too long proved to be irreconcileable enemies to the Prote- 
ſtant intereſt, and ready, on all occaſions, .to- propagate by 
force and fraud their icious tenets z and who, when tney 
by ſuch means get the ſuperiority, denythat toleration to others, 
which they aſked for themſelves, and endeavour to extir- 
pate, by the moſt bloody perſecutions, every other religious 
principle and profeſſion but their own; and though we are now 
informed, that the legiſlature has laid aſide all deſign of ſuch 
_ a repeal, it will be neceſſary, that our countrymen hold them - 
ſelves in readineſs to appear in oppoſition to it, ſhould it e- 
ver be reſumed in time coming. And they appointed the 
above reſolution to be publiſhed in the news- papers, and a- 
greed to contribute their proportion of expence that may be 
incurred in purſuance of ſaideſolution. ' | 

Signed in name of the meeting, by NG 

| RoBerxT Top, Preſes. 

David ArNoT, Clerk, 
| 


PARISH or CARNWATH, 


* 


| Carnwath, February 12. 1779. 

WE the Heritors, Elders, and Heads of Families in the 
Pariſh of Carnwath, having this day met in the church, to 
take into our conſideration a bill ſaid to be intended to be 
brought into parliament, to repeal certain penal ſtatutes now 
in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland. After. ſerious 
conſideration thereon had, we do unanimouſly declare it to 
be our opinion, that ſuch bill paſſing into a law, would be 
of dangerous conſequences to the civil and religious conſti- 
tution of this'free and Proteſtant country. A bill meant to 
tolerate a religion which naturally, if not neceſſarily, leads to 
arbitrary power, and has always been the firmeſt and moſt 
effectual ſupport of it, muſt be alarming to every ſubject wha 
has a real regard for the eſtabliſhed laws of his country. A 
bill meant to tolerate a religion totally inconſiſtent with all 
liberty of conſcience, muſt be deeply intereſting to every pore | 

/ * 
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ſon who has a juſt and proper value for that ſacred gift of 
heaven, the undoubted birth-right of every man as a rational, 
and is eſſentially neceſſary to him as an accountable creature. 
A religion replete with .every engine of ſpiritual . tyranny, 
that tends no leſs to corrupt the hearts, than to blind the 
_ underſtandings of men. A religion, in ſhort, as oppoſite to 
the whole ſpirit and genius of the Britiſh conſtitution civil 
and religious, as light is ta darkneſs, or Chriſt to Belial. | 
Further, we confeſs ourſelves utterly at a lofs to recon- 
cile ſaid propoſed bill with the pious intention of our graci- 
ous ſovereign, in granting 1000 per annum, to be applied 
to the ſpecial purpoſe of preventing the th of — 
in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland. We have heard it, 
as the loud complaint of the Society for Propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, that notwithſtanding all the endeavours of 
that Society, and the influence of the penal ſtatutes now in 
force againſt the Romith ſuperſtition, that it hath of late 
years, by the arts and inſinuating addreſs of popiſh miſſion- 
aries, been ſtill gaining, ground in theſe remote parts of the 
country, what then muſt the conſequences be, when-it can 
plead the protection of law, and appear in public without 
either fear or bluſhing ? ' "ml oh Fin x NH: 
The thought is painful, how much eyery real Proteſtant 
muſt feel for his country, when, by the moſt unexpected and 
diſmal reverſe to what it once was, it has become the aſylum, 
the home of that deteſted, and almoſt eyery where elſe ex- 
terminated order of prieſts, the Jeſuits, (which we apprehend 
muſt infallibly be the caſe, ſuppoſing ſaid bill to , paſs,) an 
order of men, whoſe principles are equally inconſiſtent with 
the duties of religion and reaſon, as deſtructive of ſound 
morals, inſomuch. that they appear to many Catholic' ſtates 
themſelves to be a diſgrace to religion, and the peſt of all 


civil ſociety. 


At the ſame time we declare our abhorrence af all perſe- 
cution for confcience ſake for principles purely religious; 
that liberty we wiſh to enjoy of thinking and judging for our- 

ſeles, we moſt heartily allow tq others. It is not for a Ro- 
man Catholic's religious opinions, were they to be kept to, 
himſelf, that we find fault. No, to his own Maſter, not to 
us,. he muſt either ſtand or fall. But it is becauſe his reli- 
gious opinions cannot be confined, but interfere with our 
civil rights, that we apprehend he muſt be a bad, a danger- 
ous neighbour to us. It is becauſe, what he calls his religion 
involves in it a ſyſtem of ſuch political laws, as are inconſiſt- 
car with our liberty of conſcience as Chriſtians, and with 
cur rights and privileges as ſubjects of the Britiſh govern- 

_ | ; N Nag . ment, 


* 


. — 
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2 to us. 
—— with principles abhorrent 4% eie ng 
lawl 


perſecution, — to his Majeſty's perſon and go- 


vernment, friends to the peace and order of our Lene 


cannot help obſerving with regrete, that mobbiſh and ſediti- 
ous ſpirit which hath already made its appearance in ſo ma- 


ny parts of this country, and ſincerely lament that fo good a 
4 ſhould unhappily be in the leaſt danger of ſuffering by 
. ſuch cruel and unworthy means employed to ote 

15 we deteſt the religion of Rome, becauſe it — 
the ſpirit of perſecution, we ſhould doubtleſs, for conſcience 


| fake, ſtudy to ſhow that it is from principle alone, not pre- 


ſent popular caprice, that we now wiſh to oppoſe it. 

We declare it to be our intention to. uſe only ſuch means- 
to prevent the ſaid bill paſſing into a law, as are competent 
to Britiſh ſubjects, by the conſtitution of their country to 
employ ; and we do moſt unanimouſly engage to concur, 


with all other pariſhes, boroughs, and ſocieties for this im- 


portant purpoſe, and to contribute according to our abilities, 


in the expences which may be incurred towards any appli- 


cation to King and parliament that may be judged proper. 


—And we appoint theſe reſolutions to.be ans in the 


news-papers. 
- Signed in our Ha, and by our appointment, by © 


Gro. 1 r rde 8 Free. 


HERITORS, KIRK-SESSION, 0THER INHABL 


TANs oz GOVAN a PARTICKE. . 


G February 13. 177%. 


WX, che reſiding Heritors of Govan, the Kirk-ſeffion, 
the Society of Weavers, and other mechanics, in the two 
Ern villages of Govan and Partick, and the numerous 

eads of Families in the pariſh, have for a long time been 


much diſquieted at the alarming report, that there is a de- 


ſign to bring into parliament, a bill to repeal the laws now 
in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland. 
We were extremely ſlow. t believe, that any ſuch deſign 


could enter into the head of any member of the legiſlature 3 


becauſe the attempt is directly in the face of law, and mani- 
feſtly tends to ſubyert the conſtitution; for to offer ſuch a 
bill to parliament, is virtually to reprobate the. Revolution, 
to abr 2. the Claim of Right, and is a maniſ infringe- 


* an eſſential article of the Union N ; . it 


- 
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id ermcted, with as much ſolemnity as any law can be enacted, 


that the laws then in force for the ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed - 


religion, ſhall remain in force, firm as the Union itſelf; and, 
as we apprehend, not to be even liable to any future parlia- 
mentary review. Nor can we-perceive any neceſſity of repeal- 
ing the penal ſtatutes,” which we believe to be no more but 
what is neceſſary, in a Proteſtant kingdom, to curb the reſt- 
leſs, encroaching” and perſecuting ſpirit of Popery ; and we 
have never heard that, under any former adminiſtration, fince 
the penal laws were enacted, ſuch as that of Lord Oxford, 
Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Pelham, the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
or Mr. Pitt, Roman Catholics ſuffered, or were in danger of 
- ſuffering, by theſe laws; and it appears to be unneceſſary to 
apply for ſuch a law in their favours now, when we hope 
they have not fewer or leſs powerful friends than the Roman 
Catholics had under any of the above-mentioned adminiſtra» 
tions. | | 2 | 
We abhor the doctrine and the practice of perſecuting any 
man for his opinions in religion; bat we have a clear and 
perfect right to defend our own religion, as by law eſtabliſh- 
ed, and to be upon our guard againſt the intolerant religion 
of the church of Rome. r | 
- We have peculiar reaſon to join our Proteſtant brethren, 
to oppoſe, by all legal means, every ſtep that ſeems to pave 
the way for a re- introduction of Popery.—By the bill in queſ- 
tion, we have been forced to call up to our remembrance, 
what our fathers told us the ſpirit of Popery actually brought 
upon this place, near a hundred years ago, when an army of 
Papiſts, conſiſting of many hundreds, known at this day - 7% 
title of Highland hoſt, levied from the wildeſt corners of Scot- 
land; were ſent to live at diſcretion'on this pariſh, tyrannized 
over the harmleſs and peaceable inhabitants, pillaged the 
houſes where they lodged, and, when after many months 
they went away, they carried off the plunder without redreſs. 
And it is with ſorrow and indignation we reflect on the vio- 
' Tent and unmerited fate of ſome of our pious forefathers, 
who, in thoſe years wherein the affairs of Scotland were 
- unkappily too much under the direction of a popiſh prince, 
who then looked up to his brother's throne, were for their 
ſteady adherence to the cauſe of truth, of liberty, and the 
- Proteſtant religion, cruelly fon to death, ſome of them being, 
without any ſort of trial, ſhot by the ſoldiers on the King 


i Way. ' , an ( 
bs We cannot even imagine any ad vantage that would accrue 
from ſuch repeal : But we perceive at once much danger and 
hurt, which may ariſe from a bill which ſeems to _—_ at his 
FO | | | p jeſty's 


9 * 7 
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Majeſty's honour and title. Should it be brought into 
lament and become a law, it would alienate many of the fub- 
jects from his Majeſty's perſon and government, it would 
marr the levies in Scotland, which ſince the preſent war began 
hath furniſhed twenty thouſand men to his Majeſty's army: 
—ir would, as every former attempt to encourage Popery 
has done, by occaſioning emigrations, depopulate this coun- 
try, and add ſtrength to the colonies now in arms: againſt 
the parent ſtate :—It would cheriſh an unhappy ſpirit of 
diſtruſt in the preſent miniſtry, which hath already begun 
to ſhew itſelf. * , 9 en N me? 
Me are firmly and invariably attached to his Majeſty's il 
lufirious perſon and government, and truſt thas the throne 
ſhall be for gqver occupied by his Majeſty's illuſtrious family, 
being Proteſtants.—And further we frum the heart abomi- 
nate theſe tumults which a few low and infatuated people, 
contrary to the genuis of the Proteftant religion, have lately 
made; which ' ought never to be made at all, and ſtill 
when it hath been affirmed in news- papers, that the deſign of 
bringing in the bill in favours of Popery, is laid aſide: And 
though the minds of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects have been 
diſturbed and vexed, in dread of the bill propoſed; we hope 
they will rely on the probable evidence conveyed to them, 
that the bill is not to be reſumed: And perhaps it may be 
judged expedient, to ſatisfy the public by ſome proper autho- 
_ rity or channel of information, that no attempt of this kind 
ſhall be made at any time hereafter, which would effectual- 
ly enable his Majeſty's well meaning ſubjects, to recover 
themſelves from theſe diſquietudes, fears and apprehenfions, 
under which they have laboured for nine months paſt. 
| Johx Bren, Curt. 


+ KIRK-SESSION os DUN DON ALD. 


C > es Dundonald, February 14. 1779. 

_ THE Kirk-ſeffion of Dundonald, taking into their moſt 
ſerious conſideration the alarm which now has overſpread 
this country, about a bill intended to be brought into parlia- 
ment to grant relief to Papiſts, think-it incumbent on them, 
at this time, publicly to declare their ſentiments on this ſub- 
ject. They would be extremely ſorry to ſee the 88 reli- 
gion publicly tolerated in this kingdom. They alſo are of 
opinion, that. a bill for their relief, ſimilar to that which was 
laſt year paſſed in England, would be extremely hurtful = 


” 
2 
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the Proteſtant” intereſt, and prove very prejudicial to our 


happy conſtitution both in church and ſtate : Particularly at 
a. time when the ordinances of God are openly deſpiſed, and 
the peculiar doctrines of our holy religion are publicly treated 
with - contempt, it would be highly dangerous to it 
_ trafficking prieſts and cunning Jeſuits, without any 2 
to practiſe their inſidious arts on unſtable and unthinking 
people: To allow them alſo publicly, and under the ſanction 
of law, to open ſchools and academies, would greatly tend 
to corrupt our youth, and to ſow in their tender minds the 
ſeeds of that deteſtable ſuperſtition, which in time, through 
the indefatigable zeal of the apoſtles of Antichriſt, like a con- 
tagion, might overſpread this land. By the bill for England, 
Papiſts are allowed to purchaſe and hold 2 eſtates, c. 
with all the privileges that belong to them. Such a liberty 
muſt be peculiarly dangerous for — It is well known 
ho many large eſtates are at preſent in the market; and if 
Papiſts are allowed to purchaſe and hold them, with all their 
ivileges, that influence, which always goes along with 
landed property, would not fail to exert itſelf, and be 
ductive of the very worſt conſequences. If Papiſts are to be 
the voters for our members of. parliament, and the patrons 
to plant our churches, we tremble to think what danger this 
meaſure would expoſe, not only our church, but even the 


Proteſtant ſucceſſion in that illuſtrious family which nacy fills 


the Britiſh throne. From theſe, and many other obvious 
confiderations, we think the law of ſelf-preſervation juſtifies 
the ing Papiſts under very particular reſtraints. We can- 
not help, however, being of opinion, that the penal ſtatutes, 
no in force in Scotland, are _ far from being adequate 

to this purpoſe. They are confeſſed, upon all hands, to be 
too ſevere z; and thoſe. ſeveral ſocieties, who have ſhewn 
themſelves moſt violent in oppoſing their repeal, have at the 
ſame time publicly acknowledged, that they would not wiſh 
to ſee them put in execution. The ſeffion then are of opi- 
nion, that laws, which are never to þe executed, are much 
worſe than no laws at all; and as Papiſts have encreafed ſo 
much within theſe few years, with the dread of the penal laws 
upon their minds, how bold will they become when they are 
fo often and fo publicly aſſured, that they are only deſigned 
as ſcar-crows for cowards, and that they may, without fear 
of being hurt by them, exerciſe and ſpread their religion in 
the — public manner they pleaſe ? It is alſo extremely ha- 
zardous to allow our magiſtrates th refuſe to execute laws 
which ſtill remain in full force. This was one of the greateſt 
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complaints againſt King James, and what in reality brought 


on the Revolution. 
For theſe, and many other reaſons, the ſeſſion are unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that it would be for the intereſt, as well as 
for the honour of the Proteſtant religion, that theſe penal 
ſtatutes were repealed; provided a law could be obtained from 
parliament, granting liberty to Papiſts to exerciſe their own 
religion in private, but which ſhould.expreſsly forbid them to 
open ſchools or academies, to ſpread their religion, to cir- 
cumvent Proteſtants, or even to appear in public as Papiſts, 
with any diſtinguiſhing mark, or ſign of idolatry about them; 
and theſe, and ſimilar clanſes enforced with fuch moderate 
penalties, as that the magiſtrates would be under no tempta- 
tion to refuſe to put them into the moſt full and vigorous exe- 
cution. Such a law, they think, would be a more effectual 
check upon the growth of Popery, and q much better ſecuri- 
ty to the Proteſtant intereſt, than any ſanguinary penal — 
tutes, which lie ſleeping in the records of parliament, an 
which, they hope, for the honour not only of the reli — 
we profeſs, but «even of humanity, will never be put in exe- 
cution. The ſeſſion do, by theſe preſents, declare, that they 
will moſt heartily join all ſocieties, and bodies of men, who 
ſhall, in a legal and conſtitutional way, oppoſe the paſſing of 
any bill to give ſuch unbounded liberty to Papiſts, as they 
have above deſcribed: While, at the ſame time, they not 
only wiſh, but think it their duty, fervently to pray to God, 
_ that a law may be made, and enforced by ſanctions that nei- 
ther affect life nor limb, hut which. ſhall. be judged a ſuſſi- 
cient barrier againſt the ſpread: of this ſuperſtition, which 
has cauſed ſo much blood to be ſhed in this land, and which 
they regard with the moſt rooted averſion. The above un- 
animous reſolution of ſeſſion being. read from the pulpit on 
the 21ſt inſtant, and agreed to by all preſent, is hereby or- 
dered to be publiſhed in the d Caledo edonian Serenry 
and Glaſgow Journal 


uad from the minute of hoſe; by 
. Jonx BarLLIE, 855 Clk, 


PROTESTANT INTEREST. * 


1 1 Edinburgh, February 15. 1779. 
- THE Committee of Correſpondevice in Edinburgh think 
it proper, in this publie manner, to expreſs their entire ſatis- 
Fabtion at the unqueſtionable aſſurance given, that the bill 


tor repealing the Scots . - 
te 
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tended to be brought into parliament. Agreeable to theſo 


aſſurances, the Committee have received a letter from their 


* at London, dated the gth current. 
oper attention that has been paid to the general 


| wie the people of Scotland on this important occaſion, 


undoubtedly confirm thoſe ſentiments. of loyalty and 
patriotiſm for which our countrymen. are ſo juſtly IST 
The Committee have, within theſe few days, received the 
reſolutions of different pariſhes, Qc. for oppoſing ſaid bill, 


in order to be-inſert in the news- papers; but this they . 


leave to inform their correſpondents is now unnecefl? 
deſired the Committee ſhall afterwards publiſh a liſt o ſuch 
reſolutions tranſmitted to them as are not inſerted in the 


neW$-papers. 
The Committee will furniſh their correſpondents with a 


Rate pf the money received, and deburſements made by 


thenkadeht, this affair. 
WIILIAM Diek sox, Preſess. 


RALPH Bowie, Clerk, 


| INHABITANTS « ax, THE, PARISH: oF. BROUGHTON., 


Broughton, February 15. 177 9. 


WX, the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Broughton, being 
met, and taking into our ſerious conſideration, the alarming: 
report, that a bill is to be brought. into parliament for repeal- 
ing the penal ſtatutes againſt. Roman, Catholics in Scotland, 
are unanimouſly of opinion, that if ſuch a bill is paſſed into a 
law, and legal toleration given to the exerciſe of the idola- 
trous and ſuperſtitious worſhip of the church of Rome, her 
prieſts and Jeſuits to erect ſchools and colleges for, the edu- 
cation of youth, it would be attended with the moſt fatal con- 
ſequences to the intereſt of our holy reformed. religion, and 
to that liberty which we enjoy as the happy ſubjects of a 
Britiſh government, 

Animated, therefore, with neal for the intereſt of the 
Proteſtant cauſe, and with ſentiments of loyalty to our So- 


vereign, and with an earneſt deſire that we and our fellow- 


ſubjects may be continued in the enjoyment of our religious 
and civil liberties, and; that theſe. invaluable bleffings may 
be handed down pure and: inyiolate- to the lateſt poſterity, 

we give this public teſtimony of our — . of 'any 
alteration' in the laws now in force oman Catholics 
in Scotland, and declare our readineſs to join with our Pro- 


teſtunt brethren, in every legal and conſtitutional method, 
W to. 


, / 
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to prevent the repeal or alteration of theſe laws; and our 
willingneſs to eontribute, in proportion to our abilities, to- 
wards defraying the expence that may be incurred for that 
purpoſe. And we order this our declaration to be made 
public, by inſerting it in the Edinburgh news- papers, in out 
name, and. at our deſire, ſigned by #3 8 
William PATERSON, Preſes. 


. n . 1 FE + 
INHABITANTS er T PARISH os SYMINGTOUN. 


Symingtoun, February 45. 1779. 

WHICH day the reſiding Heritor, and moſt of the Heads 
of Families, in the pariſh of Symingtout, being convened, 
in conſequence of public iatimation from the pulptt made 
choice of Mr. M*Caul to be preſes, and Mr. Nimmo in 
Wyndales clerk to their meeting, when the following de- 
claration was publicly read and unanimouſly approved of, 
which the meeting appointed to be ſigned in their name by 
their preſes and clerk, and tranſmitted to the Committee of 
Correfpondence at Edinburgh. 8 PM f 
We, the only reſiding Heritor, the Miniſter, Elders, and 
Heads of Families, in the pariſh of Symingtoun, animated 
by loyalty to our King, a ſincere attachment to our happy 
conſtitution, a firm regard to the Proteſtant religion, and a 
Juſt concern for the peace of our country, conſider ourſelves 
as called upon, at this period, to join our fellow-citizens, 
friends to the Proteſtant intereſt, in declaring our diſappro- 
bation of the repeal of the penal ſtatutes, made againſt Ro- 
man Catholics; and for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant reli- 
gion, and Proteſtant ſucceſſion, in the reign of our illuſtrious 
deliverer, the late King William, and ratified by. the treaty 
7 Union; the fear of which repeal has canſed ſuch a general 

arm. 

We dettate our deteſtation of perſecution for conſcience 
ſake, and our approbation of the wiſdom of the Britiſh go- 
vernment, in granting the free exerciſe of their religion to 
Chriſtians of every denomination, provided their paſtors teach 
no opinions deſtructive to our ſtate, or dangerous to its par- 
ticular members. But as the penal laws againſt Papiſts, and 
particularly againſt Jeſuits, and trafficking prieſts, were, by 
the wiſdom of our forefathers, judged to be neceſſary mea- 
ſures of government, to guard againſt the dangerous effects 
of popiſh zeal, at the time they were framed ; ſo we account 
them to be of the greateſt importance ſtill, not for the pur- 
poſe of perſecution (of which we know of no inſtance _ 
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the happy Revolution) but as means of ſelf· preſervation, to 
prevent the growth of Popery, to ſuch an height as might 
Put it in the power of Papiſts . Proteſtants, whom 
they look upon as heretics, deſerving of extirpation in this 
world, and damnation in the next. | - 
| We therefore apprehend the moſt. unhappy conſequences 
would attend the repeal of theſe laws; eſpecially if thereby 
Papiſts ſhall be allowed the public exerciſe of their religion, 
and celebration of its rites, and permitted to open ſchools 
and. colleges for the education of youth, which muſt have 
a manifeſt tendency to corrupt the fountains of religion and 
learning; and as ho Jeſuits have been lately expelled out of 
moſt popiſh kingdoms, there is too much reaſon to fear they 
would in great numbers reſort to this country: And ſuch is 
their art, ſubtilty, learning, and zeal for propagating the 
Popith religion, that we have too much reaſon to apprehend, 
that by theſe means, and the aid they would receive from 
foreign ſocieties of their own communion, they might, in a 
ſhort time, make ſuch a number of proſelytes, as may endan- 
ger both the civil and religious liberties of our country, eſpe- 
cially if permitted by law to purchaſe landed property: ; 
For theſe reaſons, 'we declare our willingneſs to concur 
with our Proteſtant brethren of every denomination, in any 
legal and conſtitutional means, that ſhall be judged neceflary, 
to oppoſe any bill that may be brought into parliament for 
the repeal of theſe laws; and engage to contribute, accord- 
ing to our ability, towards defraying the expences neceflary 
for carrying their _— into execution, whenever ſubſcrip- 
tions ſhall be opened for that purpoſe. PRES 
Signed in the name and by appointment of the meeting, by 
| | | Joun MCavur, Prec. 
Jon Nimmo, Clerk. . 


INHABITANTS or Tris PARISH or TRAQUAIR. 


by y _  Traquair, February 15. 1779. 

THIS day the Inhabitants of this Pariſh being met, to 
take into their conſideration, and to ſignify their difappro- 
bation of the propoſed repeal of the penal ſtatutes, now in 
force againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, had laid before 
them an intimation by the Right Honourable the Lord Juſtice 
Clerk, bearing, That his lordſhip had authority from Lord 
Viſcount Weymouth, one of his = principal ſecretaries 
of ſtate, to give the people in Scotland the moſt pofitive aſ- 
ſurances, that no bill is intended to brought into * 

; or 
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for that e member of government, or by any 
other 2 to bis lordſhip. The meeting 22 
t hopes from this information, that their fears and appre- 
— ariſing from the bad conſequences that would attend 
ſuch a repeal, were now over. They agreed, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, to give praiſe and thanks to God, for this 
hopeful preſage of his goodneſs to this church and land; at 
the ſame time they declare their 0 to contribute, to 
the utmoſt of their power, to oppole, in every legal and 
conſtitutional method, the repeal of the ſaid penal ſtatutes, 
if it ſhould be attempted in time to come. | | 


ALEX. Apans, Preſes.. 


PARISH or KILBUCHO. 


Kilbucho Kirk, February 15. 1779. 

A NUMEROUS meeting of the Pariſh of Kilbucho, in 
the preſbytery of Biggar, all firmly attached to the Proteſtant 
intereſt, faithful ſubjects to his preſent Majeſty King George, 
being juſtly alarmed, at the propoſed repeal of the acts of 

lament now in force againſt Roman Catholics in Scot- 

d, that is ſaid to be ſoon. brought into parliament, take 
this public method of. making known their unanimous opi- 
nion, that ſuch a repeal muſt be attended with the moſt un- 
happy- conſequences, both to the religious and civil liberties 
of this country, which we have been bleſſed with fince our 
glorious Revolution. They therefore, find themſeles obliged 
to declare their higheſt difapprobation of ſuch a meaſure, 
and do expreſs their fincere wiſh and defire that ſuch a bill 
do not paſs into a law; and reſolve, to the utmoſt of their 
power, to oppoſe the propoſed repeal of the penal ſtatutes 
againſt Popery, by cheerfully joining with all their friends of 
the Proteſtant intereſt, in this country, in all legal and con- 
ſtitutional means, that may be found adviſeable and neceſ- 
ſary for defeating the intention of extending the ſaid r 
to this part of Great Britain. And they do order this their 
reſolution to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh Advertiſer and 
Mercury. Signed at the deſire, and in preſence of the ſaid 
pariſhioners of Kilbucho, bß | 


WILLIAM Tare, Prefers. ' 


KIRK- 
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4 W Tannandice, February 15. 1779. 
A GENERAL meeting of the Kirk: ſeſſion and Heads of 
Families, Inhabitants of this extenſive pariſh, all well affected 
to his Majeſty's perſon, family, and government, convened 
in the church, and having taken into ſerious conſideration, 
the alarm given to this. part of the united kingdom, by the 
news of a bill, intended to be brought into parliament, * for 
* relieving the Roman Catholics in Scotland from the pe- 
er nalties, diſabilities, and reſtrictions under which they are 
e laid by certain ſtatutes and laws now in force; and for 
10 granting ſeminary prieſts, Jeſuits, and other prieſts, a le- 
e gal toleration for the public exerciſe of their religion, 
teaching youth, and other rights and privileges of Britiſh 
« ſubjects,” c. They were unanimouſly of opinion, that 
if ſuch a bill ſhall be paſſed into a law, it muſt needs be at- 
tended with the moſt fatal conſequences; to ent which 
they reckon it'the duty and intereſt of every Proteſtant and 
loyal ſubject, to uſe all lawful endeavours. 

They think the ſtatutes againſt Popery, which have been 
hitherto looked upon as juſt, neceſſary, and religious laws, 
are ſo intefwoven with our national conſtitutions, civil and 
eccleſiaſtic, that it is to be feared fo material an alteration as 
a repeal of them would greatly diſturb, if not unhinge the 
whole. To theſe laws, under God, we are indebted for the 
ſecurity of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the preſent royal line, 
—of our lives, liberties, and properties, the maintenance of 
our holy religion, — and all that we hold as facred and va- 
Soo.” = «NS | 
It was the expreſs declaration of the late King William, 
when he came to “ affiſt the people againſt the ſubverters 
« of their religion and laws,” that, * he had no other deſign 
© than to procure a ſettlement of the religion and of the li- 
« berties and properties of the ſubjects, upon ſo ſure a foun- 
« dation, that there might be no danger of the nations re- 
© Hapfing into the like miſeries (of Popery and tyranny) at 
& wt any time thereafter.” It is upon the ſame principles the 
Proteſtants are now acting, and on which the inhabitants of 
this patiſh have reſolved to concur with them. 

A ſenſe of their duty to God, their King, their country, 
and poſterity, an inviolable attachment to the reformed reli- 
gion, a charitable diſpoſition to Proteſtants of every denomi- 


nation, moderation and benevolence to Roman — 
| | em- 
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- themſelves, they hope, ſhall. ever animate the breaſts, and 
direct the conduct of all that join in this aſſociation. At the 
fame time they vhink it expedient to declare, that, in their 
judgment, the er law would be diſhonourable to God, 
injurious to the rmed religion; ſubverſive of our 

happy eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, and of the main 
| pillars that ſupport his Majeſty's throne. _ 
If Papiſts be inveſted with offices civil and military, if 
they become juſtices of the peace and patrons of parithes, 
were our laws and liberties entruſted ' with ſuch guardians, 
the conſequences are much to he dreaded. By the ample 
toleration ſaid to be intended, the ignorant and unwary will 
be expoſed to the arts of ſeduction ; and by the erection of 
popiſh ſchools, the rifing and ſucceeding generations moſt 
effectually perverted. fides, this law would not only en- 
courage the natives of the popiſh perſuaſion to renew their 
former attempts, but invite fbreigners, eſpecially Jeſuits, to 
come and join them, who, if we can credit hiftory, and our 
own fathers dear bought experience would never reſt till 
they had accompliſhed our deſtruction. Finally, this la- 
has a direct tendency to alienate the hearts of his Majeſty's 
beſt ſubjects, the Proteſtants, and to ſow the feeds of ever- 
hſting diffention in thefe kingdoms, - n 

The Proteſtants think it is quite out of ſeaſon to be put 
upon renewing the controverſy between the reformed reli- 
gion and the abjured ſuperſtition of Rome; as their re- 
nowned forefathers had long ago cloſed the diſpute, by the 
unanſwerable arguments of reaſon and holy ſcripture, and 
by ſealing the teſtimony of Jeſus with their blood.  * 

As to the rigours and ſeverities of the penal ſtatutes a - 
gainſt Popery, it cannot be the wiſh of any Proteſtant, that 
there ſhopld be need for exerciſing them, and the i 
ence of many 2 hath ſhewn this undeniably. —Theſe 
laws. ferve only for ſecurity, as ready inſtruments of defence, 
never to be put into execution, but 'when our enemy ſhall 
ſet to work their engines of fraud and force, to re-eſtabliſh 
idolatry, ſuperſtition, and tyranny, upon the, ruins, af all that 
is precious in our eyes. | i * 

On theſe, and other ſolid grounds, which have been ſet 
ſorth, with ſo much ſtrength of reaſon and truth, by our 
brethren in different places, the members of this numerous 
congregation, have unanimouſly d, in a ſolemn manner, 
to concur with other ſocieties of the Proteſtant intereſt, in 
taking all legal and conſtitutional means, to prevent the bill 


in, queſtion from paſling n 
e een 8 Deren, 


* i 


% * | 
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hereof, ſigned by the preſident of this meeting in their name, 
to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers. © 
Tf * Buik, Preſes.. 


INHABITANTS or THz PARISH or TRAY. 


Tray-Kirk, February 15. 1779. 2 
THIS day the Inhabitants of this pariſh being met, to 
take into their confideration, and to ſignify their diſapproba- 
tion of the propoſed repeal of the penal ſtatutes now in force 
againſt Roman Catholics in Scotland, had laid before them 
an intimation by. the Right Honourable the Lord Juſtice 
Clerk, bearing, 'That his Lordſhip had authority from Lord 
Viſcount Weymouth, one of his Majeſty's principal ſecre- 
taries of ſtate, to give the people in Scotland the moſt poſi- 
tive aſſurances, that no bill is intended to be brought into 
| pariliament for that purpoſe by any member of government, 
or by any other — known to his Lordſhip. The meet- 
ing conceived t hopes from. this information, that their 
fears and apprehenſions, ariſing from the bad conſequences 
that would attend ſuch a repeal, were now over. They a- 
greed, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to give praiſe and thanks 
to God, for this hopeful preſage of his goodneſs to this 
church and land: At the ſame time, they declare their will - 
ingneſs to contribute, to the utmoſt of their power, to op- 
poſe, in every legal and conſtitutional method, the repeal of 
the ſaid penal ſtatutes, if it ſhould be attempted in time to 
come. 2 26 1 | 8 
| ALEX. ADAMs, Prefes. 
- PRESBYTERY or STRANRAER. 
Stranraer, February 16. 1779. 
IHE Preſbytery of Stranraer being met pro re nrta, and 
taking into their conſideration the bill propoſed to be brought 
into parliament, for * the penal laws againſt Popery, 
came unanimouſly to the reſolution of declaring their ſenti- 
ments upon this whole ſubject, which are as follow: 
I bey think that every man has an undoubted right to wor- 
ſhip God according to his own conſcience; and that it is cri- 
minal, in the higheſt degree, to diſturb him in the exerciſe 
of his right. At the ſame time, they think- there is ſome- 
| thing in Popery ſo very peculiar, that, if it does not abſolute- 
N it an exception to this rule, at leaſt juſtifies the o- 
ther ſets in taking precautions againſt it, and reſtricting 0 
* 6 0 
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ſo far, as the Proteſtant religion and ſelf-defence, are cons 


taken by 1 Papi 


cerne 7 condemn, in 'particular, the unfair methods 
ts to make converts, and the advantages they 
are faid to take of young children, by getting them into their 


power, and inſtilling their tenets into minds which are not 
competent judges of the ſubject. They think therefore, that 


the allowing them to erect public ſchools, or entruſting them, 


in any degree, with the education of youth, not belonging to 
.  themlelves, or even allowing them the exerciſe of their reli- 


gion in public, would be pernicious in this Proteſtant coun- 
be f Nor can they think that any privileges ſhould be grant- 
ed th 


em, which may open their way to civil employments in 


the "ſtate; as the preſbytery are of opinion, that they can- 
not be permitted to hold ſuch employments with any fiety, 
while they acknowledge a ſuperior who lives without the 


kingdom, and profeſs the diſhonourable and criminal tenet 
of not keeping faith with heretics. Happy in the enjoyment 


of our civil and religious liberties, we could not hear, with- 


out alarm, of any propoſal which would bring theſe into 
danger. On every account therefore, the preſbytery are high- 


Iy fatisfied to be informed, that che legiſlature have diſebu- 


raged the bill, ani that all thoughts of bringing it into parli- 


ament, if ever there were any ſuch, are now happily laid a- 
ſide. At the ſame time, they muſt conclude with declaring 


their deliberate reſolution, that, if ever ſuch a bill ſhould be 


moved, in any future time, during their lives, they will op- 


* — 


paſe it, by every conſtitutional method. And they appoint 


this to be publiſhed in the news- papers. 


Signed in name, ee and by appointment of preſbytery, by . 
Joux Macxenzig,, Med. 


; ' Extrafted . the minutes of preſbytery, by 


ne 3 Pref Ck 


MAGISTRATES, UERITORS, KIRK-SESSION; oo 
: - WHITHORN. ' 


Whithorn, Februaty 16. 1779. 


 Tms day met NO the reſiding Heritors of the Pariſh 


of Whithorn, the Miniſter, Elders, and generality of the 


Inhabitants of the ſaid jPariſh ; and took into their con- 


| ſideration, That, as it has been deſigned to bring a hill into 
123 this ſeſſion, to repeal the penal ſtatutes againſt 


mens * mg 


apiſts, ſo they think it their ” to ow their judgment 
_ our 1 to our * 
© "7.6 7 00E 
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ſent Sovereign King e the Third, our attachment to 
his family, and to our preſent happy conſtitution, whereby 
the Crown is entailed on the family of Hanover, being Pro- 
teſtauts. We do declare, that we abhor all perfecuting prin- 
bas for conſcience ſake ;z, and our principle is, Lo grant all 
toleration to them who differ from us in their religious opi- 
nions, ſo far as is conſiſtent with our own religious and civil 
rights. At the ſame time, we think it our duty to declare 
our abhorrence of Popery, we judging it idolatrous, anti- 
chriſtian, and which maintains tenets in morality inconſiſt- 
ent with the peace and ſafety of ſociety in general, and of 
this nation in partieular. Conſidering this to be the caſe ; 
alſo the intolerant perſecuting principles of the church of 
Rome, the artfulneſs of her clergy, particularly the Jeſuits ; 
the bloody ſcenes in which they have involved many nations, 
particularly our on: Conſidering further, that if the Jeſuits, 
or any other of the Romiſh clergy, be allowed to teach 
ſchools, and otherways ſpread. their tenets, which, as teach- 
ers, they have great, opportunity to do, the conſequence muſt 
be highly dangerous to our religious and civil liberty.—-We 
do therefore reſo) ye, to give all legal oppoſition to the repeal 
of the ſaid penal laws, and will join with other ſocieties in 
Scotland for that effect; and: are willing to pay a proportion- 
al ſhare of what ex ſaid oppolition may occaſion. And 
we appoint our — yn publiſh the above in the manner he 
ſhall think moſt Proper and to; correſpond with any ſociety, 
who, like us, propoſe to oppoſe the repeal of ſaid ſtatutes ; 
and we engage ourſelves to pay him what expence he may be 
at on that account. The preſes is deſired to correſpond, par- 
ticularly with the Committee of Correſpondence at Edinburgh. 


AtL THz PARISHES M Tus PRESBYTERY 
— os AUCHTERARD ER. 


Dunning, February 16. 1779. 
THE Proteſtants of all denominations within the Pariſhes 
of Auchterarder, Dunning, Gaſk, Trinity Gaſk, Maderty, 
Foulis, Monzie, Crieff, Moneyvaird, Comrie, Muthil, Black- 
ford, Glendovan, Muckhart, and Foſſaway, met, previous 
to the intimation given by authority, that the intention of 
repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papifts was laid aſide, and 
were unanimons in their reſolution, to oppoſe the extending 
to Scotland the toleration lately granted to Roman Catholics. 
in England, and their edel to contribute a ſhare of the 
ary expence} ſhoulfl any ſuch bill be propoſed a par- 
. iament. 
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' Hament.. And, though the aſſurance now given by the Lord 
Juſtice Clerk's letter, that every intention of that kind is. 
withdrawn, has rendered the father proſecution of the mea- 
tyres (hep adopted unneceſſary, they judged it proper to 

clare, in this public manner, in concurrence with other 


Proteſtants, their diſapprobation of the principles and ten- 


dency of Popery. At the ſame time, they take this oppor- 
tunity to expreſs their abhorrence of that ſpirit of riot and 

ecution which has appeared in other corners. Poſſeſſed 
of the higheſt ſentiments of loyalty and attachment to their 
Sovereign, they are reſolved, in the exerciſe of that right 
they enjoy as free ſubjects, to oppoſe, by every legal mode, 
conſiſtent with their duty and reſpect to government, the 
enlargement of the privileges of Roman Catholics, in this 
part of the united kingdom, ſhould any ſuch attempt be 


' PARISH or GLASSERTON, - » 


AK | Glaſſerton, February 19. 1779. 
ALA y the repeal of the penal fatutes againſt 
Roman Catholics in England and Ireland, and dreading leſt 
_ ari extenſion of the ſame act ſhould be attempted with reſpect 
to this part of the united kingdom, the inhabitants of the 
| pariſh of Glaſſerton being this aſſembled, Do — 
unanimouſly declare, their entire diſapprobation of any ſuc 
meaſure, being convinced in their minds, that, if carried 
into execution, it will be productive of the moſt fatal effects 
both with reſpect to religion and liberty. . 
While they look backward with veneration on the conduct 
of their renowned anceſtors, who ſtemmed with matchleſs 
intrepidity the torrent of Popery, and of arbitrary power; 
and raiſed, to prevent their future encroachments, for their 
own and their poſterity's defence, barriers that ſeemed to be 
ſo firmly laid, —they can never think of tamely reſigning, 
that which hath been tranſmitted to them with fo much 
difficulty and hazard, and at the expence of ſo much blood 
and treaſure; and what they ſhall ever account to be their 
glorious birth-right / and e leet in other words, 
they can never endure to open afreſh the breach, that hath 
been ſo wiſely cloſed; and to pull down, in one raſh and 
giddy moment, what was the toil of ſtruggling ages to erect . 
and finiſh. | | 
They are not, they muſt acknowledge, ſo exceedingly 
quick-ſighted as to diſcern, any of the advantages that 3 


/ 


1 


484 DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, 8+. 


reſult unto the Britiſh empire, were the penal ſtatutes to be 
totally ſet aſide, and the Roman Catholics reſtored to every 
right they might claim as ſubjects, in the fulleſt manner. 
he popiſh ſuperſtition, ſtill ſheltering itſelf in darkneſs and 
in ignorance, the moſt abſurd and groveling, cannot but 
prove an incumberance to the mind, in every great exertion, 


muſt neceſſarily be unfriendly to the intereſt of liberty and 


of true religion, that require of all the cloſeſt ſtudy and re- 
ſearch, and when preſerved without adulteration in all their 
brightneſs, and their purity, have ever had (ſuch being the 
appgintment of providence) a moſt potent effect to give to 
ſtates and wiſe eſtabliſhments their beft ſucceſs and per- 
manency. | 3 mats | | 

But, though they have not the penetration to diſcern the 
benefits that would be conſequent upon a repeal of the laws 
enacted in pres to Popery, they can well perceive the 
manifold misfortunes lurking in its train, the evils numerous 
pnd threatening (if ſuch an event ſhould happen) to both 
church and ſtate that are fo cloſely joined: The riſe of hate- 
ful diſcord, ſtrife, and animoſity, licentiouſneſs encouraged, 
the labours of diſcarded Jeſuits and emiſſarles from the ſee 
of Rome, and followed with ſucceſs to lead aſide the ſimple 
and unwary. They can well imagine to themſelves, that 
former ſcenes of cruelty will be renewed 5 and from the rage 
of frantic bigots, that priſons will be ſtored with hopeleſs 
victims, the rack produced to view, with all the engines 
formed for torture, nay even fires be kindled for deſtruction. 
Anxious. then that their poſterity, and the inhabitants of 
this ancient kingdom, may not be tainted with the Romiſh 
ſuperſtition, and fo as to ſhare in its predicted downfal, when 
kings, and dealers in merchandiſe, and others, that give to the 
enchantrefs their ſupport, ſhall utter the moſt diſmal lamen- 


_ tations of her fall, and wiſhing likewiſe to teſtify in the moſt 


open manner, the gratitude they owe to heaven that inter- 
ned ſo viſibly at the Revolution (brought about by Wil- 


liam Prince of Orange, that illuſtrious hero) in ordet᷑ to pro- 


cure deliverance to theſe realms from Po and tyrannic 
ſway— They cannot but concur with other of their fellow- 
ſubjects, and all true hearted Proteſtants, in declaring their 
utmoſt abhorrence of any repeal intended-to be made of the 
laws at preſent in force againſt ſuch as are of the Reman Ca- 
tholic perſuaſion; and, if any bill to that effect is brought 
into parliament, they hereby engage to contribute their pro- 
portion, and to oppoſe it to the utmoſt in a legal way. And 
ſhey appoint this their declaration to be inſerted in the 2 
eren ee e a 


\ 
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don Chronicle, and in the Edin and Glaſgaw news- 

pers, and copies of it to be ſent without to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of rm the Hon. Capt. Keith Stewart, 
of Glafſerton, and the Hon, Willam Stewart, of Caſtle- 
ſtewart, all of them members of parliament, and heritors in 


the pariſh. _ | | 
2 | RoBerT STEWART, Press. 
Jawts Lac, Miner. 
Jamgs WALKER, Cieri. 


' PARISH or YETHOLM. 


Ry} ee _ _ Yetholm Kirk, February 22. 1779. 
{ALL the reſiding Heritors, Miniſter, Elders, Farmers, 
and other Inhabitants of this Pariſh, met this day, and taking 
into their ſerious conſideration, the bill that is intended to 
be brought into parliament for repealing the ſtatute laws of 
this land againſt Popery, and to grant a free toleration of the 
popiſh religion. | f 
Animated with a moſt dutiful loyalty to our moſt gracious 
Sovereign, . and a regard to the Proteſtant religion, we do 
think ourſelves obliged to teſtify our diſapprobation of the 
faid intended bill, and of any alteration propoſed to be made 
in the law reſpecting Popery in Scotland; being fully 
ſuaded, that the repeal of theſe laws is contrary to the An 


damental principR our conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
and an e effential article of our Union with 


England, And we do litreby declare, that we ſhall chear- 


fully concur with our brethren in' Scotland, friends to the 
' Proteſtant intereſt, in their takipp the moſt prudent and 
' conſtitutional method of oppolingthe intended ropeal of the 
' preſent laws againſt Popery in this cuntry; and, at the ſame 


time, we are willing to contribute our proportion of the ne- 


ceſſary expences for ſecuring to us, and our poſterity, the reli- 


gious privileges we enjoy as Proteſtants. 


bis meeting appoint their preſes and clerk to ſubſcribe 
this our remonſtrance, and order the ſame to be publi in 
| 5 * 


- 


ll the Edinburgh news-papers. #N 
in 6 Gro. WALKER, Prefer. 
ts GEO. STORY, Clerk. 

a $4 ©, $7 . $6203. goo 


mY 


= 2 2 


2% DECLARATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, &. 
PARISH or TWEEDSMUIR. | 


— THIS day the members of the Kirk-ſefſion, Heads of 
Families, and others, reſiding in this pariſh, convened at the 


church, and after prayer, and a diſcourſe ſuited to the oc- 


caſion, the meeting unanimouſly agreed to teſtify their zeal 
for ſupporting the Proteſtant religion, in oppoſition to the 
groſs errors and delufions of the church of Rome, not by 
giving way to wrath and paſſion, which can never ſerve the 
righteous cauſe of God, but by devoutly offering up to hea- 
ven the juſt tribute of praiſe and thanks, upon being favour- 
ed with the moſt ſatisfying and unqueſtionable aſſurance, that 
the intended bill for repealing the Scots ſtatutes againſt Po- 
is laid afide, and will not be brought into parliament, 
Bleſſed be God, the blow aimed at our happy conſtitution 
in church and ftate is repelled, the ſnare is broke, and we 
have eſcaped, * This is the doing of the Lord, and it is 
© marvellous in our eyes.” That this interpoſition of divine 
yidence in our behalf may be gratefully remembered, and 
kaitably improved, it is agreed, that a narrative of this meet- 
_—_— be ingroſſed in the records of the kirk-ſeffion, and 
publiſhed in the Edinburgh news-papers, Signed by | 
. Thomas Musch, Prefes. 
G1iDEON THOMSON, 
WILLIAM Horx, 5 Elders, 
ALEXANDER WELSH, 
Jonx WaLKER, S. Ch, 


PARIS Hü or SORBY, 


12 34 Serby Kirk, March 4. 1779. 

THE Elders, and the generality of the Inhabitants of this 
Pariſh met here, and having choſen, Hugh Hannay in Col- 
derrie, one of the elders, for their preſes, and John Hannay 
in Broughton for their clerk, took into their confideratzon, 
That, as it has been defigned to bring a bill into parliament 
this ſeſſion, to r the penal ftatutes againſt Papiſts, fo 
they think it their duty to declare their judgment thereanent : 
And we hereby declare our loyalty to our preſent ſovereign 
King George the Third, our attachment to his family, and 
to our preſent happy conſtitution, whereby the Crown is en- 
tailed on the family of Hanover, being Proteſtants. We do 
declare, that we abhor all perſecuting principles for conſci- 
| | ence 


. 
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ence ſake ; and our principle is, To grant all toleration/t> 
them who differ from us in 3 opinions; fo fir 
as is conſiſtent with our own religious and civil rights. At 
the fame time, we think it our duty to declare our abhor- 
rence of Popery, we judging it idolatrous; amtichriſtian, and 
which maintains tenets in morality inconſiſtent with the/peace 
and fafety of ſociety in general, and of this nation in particu- 


- hr. Confidering this to be the caſe; alſo the mtolerant-per- 


ſecuting principles of the church of Rome, the 4 of 
her clergy, — the Jeſuits; the bloody ſcenes in 
which they have involved many nations, particularly our 
own : Conſidering further, that if the Jeſuits, or any other 
of the Romitſh clergy, be allowed to teach ſchools, and other- 
ways ſpread their tenets, which as teachers they have 
opportunity to do, the conſequence muſt be highly danger - 
ous to our religious and civil liberty. We do therefore re- 
ſolve to give all legal oppoſition to the repeal of the ſaid penal 
laws, and will join with other ſocieties in Scotland for that 
effect; and are willing to pay a proportional ſhare of what 
expence ſaid oppoſition may occaſion. And we appoint our 
prefes to publiſh the above, in the manner he fhall think 
oft proper, and to correſpond with any ſociety, 'who, like 
us, propoſe to oppoſe the'repeal of faid ſtatutes and we en- 
gage ourſelves to pay him what expences he may be at un 
| |  Hucn Haxxar, Prem 
TOWN ax» PARISH or MOFFAT. 
when Moffat, March 5. 1y79. 
WE, the Inhabitants of the Town and Pariſh of Moffitt, 
met to conſider the bill intended to have been brought into 
parliament in favour of the Papiſts in Scotland, are glad now 
to find, from the public news-papers, that notification hath 
been made by one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries” of 
ſtate, that the bill is to be dropt. 8 Nn 
But when we conſider the enlargement of power nor 
granted to Papiſts in England, we are afraid that ſuch indul- 
gence, whatever advantage may have been — — by it, 
may be productive of ben conſequences: For there is too 


good reaſon to apprehend, that, in proportion to every en- 
largement of power and liberty given them, they will not 
fall to exert themſelves, as they ever have been found to do, 
in diſſeminating their erroneous principles and tenets, to the 
Propagating of their religion, the ſtrengthening of their party , 
Already very numerous, and, of courſe, to the — 

| 3 
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«the Proteſtant intereſt in Britain. Further, although the 


Roman Catholics in this our iſle may, for ſome time, ap- 


-parently ſuperſede their deſign, and diſcontinue their open 


ſidering their long experienced ſubtilty and craft, their 

laid plans, their unwearied application, and 3 
gence, there is juſt reaſon to {fiſpedt, that as their thirſt for 
power is inſatiable, fo their endeavours to have the ſaid act 
extended through all Britain, will be aſſiduouſly continued 


to the utmoſt of their power and influence, whenever theß 


- ſhall have a probability or opportunity of ſucceſs. 

In juſtification of the numerous teſtimonies, emitted by 
various ſocieties and parties againſt the bill, we would ob- 
ſerve, that the people of Scotland have more cauſe than any 
other of the ſubj of theſe realms to be afraid of, and 
guard againſt the increaſe of Popery; for it cannot be denied, 
that, upon all occaſions, the Roman Catholics vented their 
fury and ſpite upon the Preſbyterian church of Scotland with 
much more violence than againſt the Proteſtants of any other 
denomination. This is evident from the keen oppoſition our 


to have that law extended to Scotland; yet, con- 


* 


4 
8 


church met with all along from the commencement of the 


Reformation till the happy Revolution; as alſo from the 
- bloody perſecution, the ſanguinary laws, and arbi mea- 
; ſures againſt the Preſbyterians, from the year 1660 till 1688, 

by the intrigues and machinations of the reſtleſs cruel popifh 


Further, it cannot be denied as a fact, that in the High- 
lands and ifles of Scotland, where pariſhes are exceeding 
large, and conſequently few miniſters and Proteſtant ſchools, 
in proportion to the numbers of people and extent of coun- 
try, Popery hath been increaſing greatly of late years, and 

is now come to an alarming height, by the inceſſant endea- 
vours of inſinuating popiſh prieſts and miſſionaries. If that 
is the caſe, while the ſtatutes againſt Papiſts are in full force, 
ho formidable would that act, intended in their favour, be 
to our religion and liberty if extended to Scotland? Who 
can have the leaſt doubt, but, in that event, multitudes of 
theſe peſts of ſociety, the Jeſuits, when now expelled from 
moſt of even Catholic countries, for their dangerous princi- 

_ ples, looſe axioms, and pernicious practices, everſive of all 
true religion, morality and government, would, though un- 
der other denominations, ſwarm, like devouring locuſts, into 
North Britain, and, by their unwearied labours, pervert 
numbers of unwary ſouls : How fatal that might ſoon prove, 
not only to our church and to the intereſt of all true religion, 
but to the peace, the welfare, and ſafety of theſe kingdoms, 
7 | | 3 i 


\ 


| -, 


% 


any one, converſant in the hiſtory of our own and other re- 
formed churches, and acquainted with the acknowledged 
principles, the bigotry, the perſecuting ſpirit, and notour 


uy -: | 

If, therefore, this dangerous and alarming bill ſhall 

afterwards be brought, or attempted to be brought into-par- 
liament (as God forbid it ever ſhould) we declare, 
that we account ourſelves bound in duty, as Chriſtians, as 
2 ts, as * the church of Scotland, — as 
ubjects of his Majeſty King George III. to teſtify a- 
— and to oppoſe it, by al — and conſtitutional me- 
thods. In the mean time, we condemn and abhor mobbing, 

rioting, and all outrageous practices, as contrary to law, 

order, and the good of ſociety, and very improper in the 
preſent caſe. But ſtill, we reckon ourſelves obliged in con- 
ience and duty to oppoſe the bill, which we look upon as 
a formidable attack upon our religion, liberties, and the con- 
ſtitution of our church, —all which theſe united kingdoms 
are ſolemnly bound, by acts of the parliaments of both na- 
tions, as his Majeſty alſo is by his coronation oath, to pre- 
ſerve, 2s ſacred and inviolable, without any alteration there- 

of, or derogation thereto, in any ſort for ever. 0 
And we appoint our preſes to uſe means to get this our 
teſtimony publiſhed in the Edinburgh neus- papers. Signed 
in name, preſence, and by appointment of the meeting, by 
2 Fas Jon JounsToN, Freer. 
Ja. HunTEes, Clerk. _ 


PRESBYTERY. os DORNOCH. 


2 - vr Dornech, March 6. 1779. 
IHA there are no Papiſts within the of 


Dornoch, may be the cauſe why that ſociety have not 
alarmed at the of the repeal of the penal laws in force 


—— iſts, ſo early, or ſo much as other judicatures of 
is church, and ſocieties of private Chriſtians: But now, 
looking upon themſelves as called upon to declare their ſenti- 
ments, they are glad to find that do not differ on this 
ſubject from the generality of their fellow Proteſtants. 

. admire and eſteem the tolerant and mild nature 
of that religion they profeſs, and the benignity of the civil 
conſtitution of their country, which they think has derived 
its beauty and ſtrength from the inſtitutions of the- goſpel. 

2. This preſbytery believe, that the reſtleſs and intriguing 
c 
92. 8 ; 'P N 
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free exerciſe of their religion, they would not be ſatisfied. 
with that privilege, but eſtabliſh ſmall ſeminaries of learn- 
ing, and uſe every other endeavour, and indirect method, to 

iſon the minds of the poor and ignorant with their ſuper- 
Marion, and pervert them from their · attachment to the perſon 
and government of our gracious Sovereign. — Therefore this 
preſbytery is glad to have cauſe to believe, that the repeal 
of theſe laws, which are ſo neceſſary a guard of our civil 
conſtitution, and rational religion, is no longer intended. 
And they hereby declare, that they would have appoſed the 
repeal of theſe laus, by every conſtitutional method in their 
power; and will Rill oppoſe it, if neceſſary ; in which they 

are fully aſſured of the concurrence of their people. And 
they appoint theſe their ſentiments to be publiſhed, | in the 


py ry ee | 
K. MiLzon, Pros. c | 


PARISH or DRUM EL z IE R. 0 


1 8 | Drumelzier Church, March 10. 1279... 

THE which day and place the Miniſter, Elders, and other 
Inhabitants, in the Parith of Drumelzier, well affected to his 
Majeſty, and to the Proteſtant intereft, having met, in con- 
ſequence of the general alarm, which had been raiſed by a 
report, that a bill was intended to be ht into parlia- 
ment for repealing the Scots ſtatutes againſt Popery; they 
were much refreſhed to know that afſurances had been given 
by adminiſtration, that ſaid bill is. not now intended to be 
brought into parliament. 

The meeting on this'occaſion-moſt gratefully ickinthriedge- 
the bleſſings of a free government, which pays ſuch regard 
to the general voice of the people, and feel | their principles. 
of duty and loyalty thereby ſtrengthened and confirmed; nor 

can they omit teſtifying the warm ſenſe they have of the ſen- 
ſonable attention and zeal of their Proteſtant brethren over _ 
the nation, upon the above mentioned report, expreſt in the 
reſolutions publiſhed by them, to oppoſe, in a legal conſtitu- 
tional manner, any fuch bill, in caſe it ſhould be brought 
now, or might afterwards be brought into parliament, and 
in their reaſons for oppoſing it. Above all, they reckon. 
themſelves under the ſtrongeſt and moſt facred obligations, 

to cheriſh and preſerve a laſting and becoming impreſſion of 
— — of almighty God, who upon 
this, as well as former occaſions, hath fignally watched over 
the church of Scotland. Not unto us, 10 — not unto 
„ e 4 
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© The meeting take this opportunity alſo of 
firm adherence to the principles of liberty, and the — 
private judgment, the ſource, by the blefling of God, of our 
n from (i ern wr erg 
frary power; and their diſapprobation of mobs, riots, 
tumultuary afſemblies, for injuring the perſons. or private 
property of any, as ſubverſive: of 
civil ſociety, —— — 2 2 
our holy religion; not to fay that ſuch 98 1 . 
good caude, and provoke 2 retaliation. i 
I be meeting appoint theſe their ——ůůů 
in the — regiſter, and a copy to be ſent to the Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence in Edinburgh, that they may add 
this pariſh, to the liſt to be publithed of parithes, whoſe re- 
ſolutions or ſentiments are not inſerted, in the news- papers, 


that being thought now unneceſſary. 
Signed in their name, preſence, and at their deſire by _ 


WN of the pariſh, their preſes. 7 
| | WILLIAM WALLACE, Proſe. 


PARISH os JOHNSTONE. 


; | Johnflone-Kirk, April 15. 1770. | 
\ THE Kirk-ſeflion, reſiding Heritors, Tenants, and other - 
Inhabitants of the pariſh of Johnſtone, in the preſbytery of 
| aben, being met, and conſtituted by prayer, took in- 
to conſideration t general and juſt alarm of all ranks. of 
people in — from the — of a bill being intended 
to be brought into parliament for repealing the penal ſtatutes 
againſt Roman Catholics. - | 
We rejoice to know, upon good authority, that the faid 
deſign is laid aſide for the 3 and pray God it may ne- 
ver more be thought of: Nevertheleſs, we judge it our duty 
to declare, That it is our fixed and unanimous reſolution, 
that if faid bill, or any other of like tendency, ſhall be cy, 4 
mto parliament, in any future period, we will oppoſe its 
wg ed into a law, by all legal and conſtitutional methods, 
as, in our opinion, it would prove deſtructive both of the 
* — and civil liberties of this country; for, aug 2 
the rights of conſcience in matters of religion | 

and inviolable, and abhor every ſpecies of perſecution for 
conſcience fake, yet we hold felf-defence a reafonable 
ciple, and cannot think it ſafe to allow Papiſts the wa li- 
berty with other ſubjects, becauſe the of Rome, and 
9 claims univerſal dominion over all OR 


their - 
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all things, and pretends a right to diſpenſe with the moſt ſo- 
lemn moral obligations, when, in her opinion, it has a ten- 

dency to promote the , the grandeur and riches of the 
See of Rome; and alſo, becauſe that church, and ſhe alone, 
denies the free uſe of the ſacred ſcriptures to the laity, that 
they may more effectually be kept in ignorance; and for ma- 


ny other reaſons, too tedious to be mentioned here, nor it is 


needful, as they are well known to every perſon who has 
any knowledge of the hiſtory of Popery. _ * 
| At the ſame time we declare our abhorrence of mobs, riots, 
and all ſorts of diſorderly practices, as contrary to law and 
good government, and deſtructive of the peace and happi- 
neſs of fociety, We declare further, that, according to our 
abilities, we will cheerfully concur with other ſocieties and 
| 2 in Scotland, in contributing to the expence neceſ- 
ſary in oppoſing any bill that may be brought into Parliament, 
for altering the ſtatutes relating to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion in this part of the united kingdom. We agree, that 
this our opinion and declaration be inſert in the ſeſſion regi- 
ſter, and appoint the clerk of the meeting to tranſmit a copy 
of it to the publiſher of the Edinburgh — Courant, in 
order to publication. | 
Signed in name, u by appointment, and in preſence of the 
meeting, by ; 
| 18 3 Jon NI uMuo, Prefer. 
Ertracted by | 


- JosEPH/ ANDERSON, Clerk. 


SYNOD or ANGUS axp MEARNS. - 


1 Arbroath, April 27. 1779. 
THE Synod of Angus and Mearns, met here this day, 
| reſolved to overture the enſuing General Aſſembly of the 
church of Scotland, © That a Committee of the General Aſ- 
4 ſembly be appointed to watch over the Proteſtant intereſt 
« within this church, to uſe every conſtitutional and 
% means, to prevent a bill being brought into parliament for 
* making any alteration in the ſtatutes now in force, to pre- 
ce vent the proc of Popery in Scotland ; and, if any ſuch 
* bill ſhall be brought into parliament, to oppoſe its being 
„ paſſed into a law.” And appointed this their reſolution, 
to be publiſhed in the Edinburgh Evening Courant and Ca- 
ledonian Mercury. LEY: on in Ye 1 
Extrafied from the records of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, by 
rhe] 2 » + JAMES ADAMSON, Syn. 0 1 | 
oy 


\ 
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*** 


WIICII day the Committee appointed by the pevple.in 


this corner, who appeared in oppoſition to the repeal of the 
apl 5 


laws againſt. Papiſts, being met, appointed John I 


and William Thomſon to go to Edinburgh, and converſe with | 


the preſes of the Committee of Correſpondence and other 
members thereof, and impowered the forefaid John Tod and 
William Thomſon to ſignify to the ſaid Committee, that we 
are willing to contribute part of the expence that was incur- 
red in oppoſing the foreſaid repeal, providing the Committee 
wi acknowledge us as a diſtinct body, joining. with them in 


cauſe, and will print our reſolution along with the other 


_ reſolutions that were ſent to the Committee. 


„ id Joun Ixcl 1s, Prgen. 


David ArnoT, 'Clerk. 


-ANTIBURGHER ASSOCIATE SYNOD *... 
New Church, Croſs-cauſeway, near Edinburgh, Aug. 27. 1778. 


THE Synod having been led out, in the courſe. of divine 
mens to diſplay a judicial and public teſtimony for the 
eformation in Britain and Ireland, both from Popery and 
Prelacy,—and againſt the various acts of church and ſtate, 
inconſiſtent with the ſaid glorious Reformation: They reckon 
themſelves, bound, in duty to Gop, to the people under 


their inſpection, to this generation, and to poſterity, and in 


conſequence of different overtures for that purpoſe having 
been laid before them,—to teſtify againſt the countenance 
which appears to be given, to the popiſh religion, by an act 
ſome time ago paſſed in the Britiſh parliament, intitled, 


An act for better regulating the government of Quebec, 
in which is granted to Roman Catholic prieſts, a legal main- 


tenance and ſupport, through that large and extenſive pro- 
vince: And more particularly, by an act paſſed in the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, for repealing certain penal laws againſt 


Papiſts in England; and permitting them the exerciſe of their 
religion, upon ſwearing an oath therein contained: As here- 
by a door is opened for the ſpreading of antichriſtian idola- 
try and ſuperſtition ; while liberty is granted for popiſh bi- 


| —® N,B. This, and ſome of the followi Reſolutions, were over- 
looked in their proper places. , | ws 5 e 


© PARTSH or AUCHKTERDERRAN, 


| 
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ſhops, . prieſts and Jeſuits, not only to exerciſe their religion 
publicly without reftraint by law; but alſo to diffeminate and 
propagate their execrable and wicked principles throughout 
the N by openly erecting ſchools for that purpoſe, 


erwa 
'They onfder the faid act as inconſiſtent, both with the 


Ea of our holy religion, and the — — the civil 
and as having a tendency to-weaken the Proteſtant in- 


eereſt,—by reviving ** ſtrengthening 2 po faction, the 


irreconcileable enemies of the Proteſtant on and liber 
ties; after all the diſmal experience which the three king- 
doms have had—of the- cruelties and miſchiefs ariſing from 


their pernicious and intolerant principles, plots, conſpiracies, 
and rebellions; and notwithſtanding the zealous of 


our worthy anceſtors, for aboliſhing that ſyſtem of idolatry, 
and their laudable care, amidft numberlefs difficulties, to 


provide againſt it. 


The evacting ſuch a law, they conſider as inconſiſtent with 
the duty of Chriſtian and Proteſtant rulers; contrary to the 
laws of Gop, greatly diſhonouring to the REDEEMER; and 
as a further progreſs in the public and national apoitafy from 
the Reformation which Britain, and eſpecially Scotland, had 
bound themſelves by the moſt ſolemn oaths and covenants 
for ever to maintain; and which are of permanent and indiſ- 
penſible obligation. 

The ſynod are not hereby receding in the leaſt from their 
declared principles of allegiance and loyalty : They perſevere 


in an uniform and n adherence to our preſent civil 4 2 


vernment, and in a conſcientious ſubjection to it in all la 


commands: They acknowledge, with thankfulneſs to the 


Lord, the civil and religious liberty they enjoy under it: They 


entertain a dutiful affection to our Sovereign King George 2 


and have a diſtinguiſhed concern for maintaining the Prot 
tant ſucceſſion in the family of Hanover. 

The Lars deteſt the orindiple of perſecution for conſcience 
ſake ; or of denying the enjoyment of natural rights to ſuch 
whole principles or practices are not inconſiſtent with the 
peace and order of del ſociety. But they cannot conſider 
thoſe who own unlimited ſubjection to a foreign head, name- 
ly the Roman Antichriſt, —who believe in the infallibility of 
a church, which has decreed it lawful to keep | no faith with 
thoſe whom they call Heretics,—who believe in the power 
of the Pope to abſolve them from all allegiance to princes, 
and in the doctrine of papal diſpenſations or Jeſuitical equi- 
3 whoſe known "pry are deſtructive ring <4 
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the civil and religious rights of mankind can never 
conſider fuck perſons 8 to ſuch — 
that they can be viewed as good or faithful ſubjects of any 
Proteſtant ſtate, notwithſtanding 2 they can ſwear 
to the contrary. On account of t 


and perſecuting cruel — tha religion 
—— 


= the infection of the looſe © —— and practices 
this age; to be zealous for the 5 —— 
religion and * „and to 8 in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions, to oppoſe the progreſs of popiſh abominations and 
that they would uſe all lawſul and competent means to pre- 
vent ls the Lord will) any fuch law ever being extended to 


Eu, 9 I e Ho. Clerk.” 


4 


MEMORIAL AND. A rr FOR THE 
MA GISTRATES and 'FOWN-COUNCIL, INCOR- 
" PORATIONS, . BURGESSES, anp INHABITANTS 
r THE TOWN oF ELGIN wn « NORTH * 


To GENERAL MORRIS their Coumma5ront is 
PARETS MENT, * Tr oy 


. % > Etgin, January 12. hp. 
W the Magiſtrates, Webs Incorporations, Bur- 
es, and Inhabitants of Elgin, 2 that an act paſt 
in the laſt feſſion of parliam privil | 
to fuch of the ſubjetts of England 2 2 leak, 6, do prot 
the Roman Catholic religion; and wha credibly i 
that a bill is propoſed to be brought into patliament this 
feſſion, to extend the ſame privilege in favours of the Roman 
Catholics in Scotland, We, from our 8 attachment to 
our moſt gracious Sovereign, his perſon, 'family, and 
ment, the ſucceſſion of the crown in the Proteſtant line, the 
civil and religious liberties of this country, and the good of 
ſociety, recommend it to the ſaid General Morris our com- 
miffioner, to vppofe the ſaid bin vaſſing into a kla in the 


Pow ne winner. | | | 
4 94 7 * * 1 F « =_- 1 o = * = 6 * - 
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That though we do-not-wiſh for perſecution for conſci- 
ence ſake, yet the annals. of this country, and the experience 
of many till alive, ſhow clearly to us the impropriety of re- 
laxing the laws anent Papiſts made at the time of theſe events, 
the Reformation and the Revolution. e | 
It does not appear to us that the ſpirit. of that church has 
ga effentially altered ſince that time,—and that therefore the 
—— relaxation would be attended yith the moſt diſmal 
conſequences, not only to individuals, but to church and 
ſtate.— But as we have reaſon to believe, our repreſentative's 
ſentiments upon this ſubject coincide with our own, it is 
therefore unneceſſary to enter into particulars—Hoping from 
the known juſtice of his Majeſty, and his miniſters, that the 
- repeal of theſe acts, in oppoſition to the united voice of the 
people of this country, will not be inſiſted on.— Signed in 
name, preſence, and by appointment of the town- council 
of Elgin, by l 1 | 
: © -,.+ ALEX. BRopit, Pg. 


0 


- TRADES N HAMILTON. 


. Hamilton, January 13. 1779 
. THE con munities of the different in Hamilton, viz. 
Maſons, Maltmen, Weavers, Taylors, Shoemakers, Journey- 
men Weavers and Wrights, having ſeparately met, and ta- 
ken into their ſerious conſideration, the fatal effects that may 
ariſe from a repeal of the laws preſently ſubſiſting againſt Po- 
pery; and being of opinion that any repeal which tendeth 
to enc the growth of that erroneous religion, would 
be ſubverſive of the preſent eſtabliſhment, ſo ſolemnly ſe- 
cured to us by the Union, and dangerous to both our civil 
and religious liberties; and having great reaſon to believe, 
that ſuch a repeal is ſpeedily to be brought into parliament, 
did unani appoint committees to meet with one another, 
and correſpond with the Committee of Trades in Glaſgow, 
in order to e the ſame being paſt into a law. The Com- 
mittees therefore having met, did think proper to apply to 
the magiſtrates and town- council of this borough, in okder 
that might join and go hand in hand with them, in op- 
Poſing ſaid repeal. The magiſtrates and council were no ſooner 
vpplied to, than they readily agreed to oppoſe. the ſame, and 
have publiſhed their reſolution to that purpoſe in the Edin 
burgh Courant. The ſaid Committee have likewiſe wrote 
to the Committee of Correſpondence in Glaſgow, letting them 
know that they are ready to join with them in every legal 
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and conſtitutional ſtep, that may be thought proper, and will 
chearfully contribute reſpectively, according to their abilities, 
a proportionable ſhare of the expence that may be incurred 


in oppoſing ſaid repeal. 


Unto the KING's mosT ExceELLEnT MAJESTY, 
The xUumBLE REPRESENTATION and PETITION 


of the MinisTERs of the PROVINCIAL SYNOD 
of ROSS; ; 


'Sherveth, 


THAT the late a& of parliament repealing certain penal 
laws againſt Papiſts in England, allowing them the public 
exerciſe of their religion, and to erect ſchools and ſeminaries 
of learning, has created confiderable alarms in Scotland, and 


Geo. HALDON, Prefer, 


particularly within our bounds. 


That the apprehenſions of extending a ſimilar law to Scot- 
land, repealing the penal ſtatutes of that kingdom againſt 
Roman Catholics, has encreaſed theſe alarms, and occaſioned 
many aſſociations in the different parts of the nation, to op- 
poſe, by all lawful and conſtitutional means, any bill, to that 
purpoſe, that may be brought into parliament. 

'That we think it our duty, as loyal ſubjects, and miniſters 


of the goſpel of peace, to appriſe your Majeſty of theſe com- 


motions, and to expreſs our apprehenfions and fears, that 
the affections of your faithful Proteſtant ſubjects in Scotland, 
which your Majeſty has hitherto poſſeſſed, in a very high 
degree, may thereby be alienated from your royal perſon and 
government. 

That the Papiſts have been ſo gently treated ſince the glori- 
ous Revolution, that they have no reaſon to complain of any 
grievances, with reſpect to the exerciſe of their religion; and 
that an extenſion of their privileges may tend to the prejudice 
of the Proteſtant intereſt, our happy eſtabliſhment in church 
and ſtate, and to involve the kingdom in the guilt of the 
idolatrous worſhip and ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome. 

That we humbly apprehend, your Majeſty and-family, as 
well as the preſent happy conſtitution, are deeply intereſted 
in the Proteſtant cauſe, br the defence of which, your Ma- 


. Jeſty's royal predeceſſors, of the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, 


were called to the throne of theſe kingdoms, and this at- 


tachment to the Proteſtant intereſt has endeared them to 
the loyal affection of all the Proteſtants in theſe realms, and 
chiefly ſecured their obedience and fidelity to your Majeſty's 
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May it, therefore, pleaſe your Majeſty, in your royal wiſ-. 
dom, to take ſome effectual courſe, for quieting the minds, 
of your loyal ſubjects, in this your ancient kingdom of Scot- 
land, for preventing the growth of Popery, and ſecyring us in 
the Poſſe hon of our conſtitutional rights, as — 2 con- 
firmed by the articles of the Union of the two kingdoms. 

\ That it may pleaſe, the ſupreme Lord of heaven and earth, 
to bleſs your Majeſty with a long and proſperous reign ; that 
he may beſtow. his choiceft. bleflings a_e your royal perſon 
and family; that he may defeat the deſigns of your Majeſty's 
enemies at home and abroad; that his good Spirit may direct 

all your councils; and that his providence may crown them 
with ſucceſs, are the fervent prayers of, 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The Minifters.of the Provincial Synod of Roſs. 


Signed in our name, in our preſence, and at our appointment, by. 


— a Harry RoperTson, Mod. 


Extracted from the records of the ſynod of Roſs, by 
ANnGus BETH UNEz. CI p. . 
| INHABITANTS os. Tae PARISH or SKIRLINE. 
| Stirline, February 10. 1779. 
WE underſubſcribers, Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Skir- 
line, in the ſhire of Peebles, animated by the ſame concern 
for the preſervation of our civil and religious liberties, which 
of late, hath diftated ſo many declarations from different 
parts of North Britain, ſignifying a diſapprobation of ſuch a 
repeal of the penal ſtatutes, preſently enacted againſt Roman 
Catholics, as hath already taken place in South Britain. Poſ- 
ſeſſed, at the ſame time, by a ſpirit of loyalty to our King, 
and of dutiful ſubmiſſion to government; yet, being appre- 
henſive of the dangerous conſequences that may ariſe, fnould 
a.repeal of ſaid ſtatutes be extended to this part of the unit- 
ed kingdom, think ourſelves called upon, to take this public 
method of expreſſing our hopes, and our confidence, that 
the Britiſh legiſlature will not raſbly repeal faid ſtatutes, and 
f | thereby- 
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thereby endanger the peace of ſociety and the intereſts of re- 
ligion in this country; which, we cannot help thinking, 
would be the conſequence, if Romiſh prieſts were permitted, 
openly and without reſtraint, to propagate their idolatrous, 
abſurd, and unſcriptural tenets: And, therefore, we hope, 
that the Britiſh parliament will allow the laws againſt Pope- 
ry to ſtand as they now do. And we hereby declare ourſelves - 
to be willing and ready to join with our brethren, friends of 
the Proteſtant intereſt, imthis eountry, in any legal and conſti- 
tutional means that may be adviſable, and neeeſſary for defeat- 
ing the intention of extending the Haid repeal to this part of 
Great Britain: And we do further order this bur Aeclaration 
to be made public, by inſerting it in the Edinburgh news- 
papers. Subſcribed by all the heads of families, and many 
other inhabitants-in the parith of Skirline. 
| Signed in their*name, by 
WILL. Howe, Miniſter. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY or Tux CHURCH os 
SCOTLAND. 


Monday, May 24. 1779. 
OvERTUREs from the ſynods of Glaſgow and Ayr, Perth 
and Stirling, Angus and Mearns, and alfo-from the ſynod of 
Roſs, were read. Theſe overtures bore, That the Aſſem- 
bly ſhould appoint a ſtanding committee to watch over the 
intereſts of the Church, with reſpe& to any repeal of the laws 
againſt Roman Catholics ; and to uſe every legal and conſti- 
tutional meaſure for preventing any bill that may be brought 
into parliament for that purpoſe, being paſt into a law. Here 
a ſhort debate took place, relative to the day-on which theſe 
- overtures ſhould come under the conſideration of the Court; 
which was at laſt ſettled, and the hearing of them fixed for 
to-morrow. 
May 25. This day the General Aſſembly proceeded, agreeable 
to their reſolution yeſterday, to take under conſideration the 
overture tranſmitted by the committee for overtures to the 
Aſſembly anent Popery. The ſeveral overtures were read over; 
and, after long reaſoning on this affair, the General Aſſembly, 
agreeable to the motion made in the courſe of their reaſon- 
ings, unanimouſly came to the following reſolution : | 
«© The General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, hav- 
ing taken into their ſerious conſideration, the public alarm 
"Ss excited 
* There were overtures to the ſame purpoſe from other ſynods 
which were got brought up ſoon enough. 
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excited in this part of the united kingdom, from an ap- 


prehenſion of an intention to repeal the laws enacted to pre- 


vent the growth of Popery, think it their duty to make this 
public declaration of their ſentiments, on a ſubject in which 
the intereſts of religion, and of their country, are ſo deeply 
concerned. While they expreſs their gratitude to providence, 
for the invaluable privileges enjoyed by this national church, 
and the ſecurity afforded to the Proteſtant religion by eſta- 
bliſhed laws, they declare their firm attachment to the prin- 
ciples of civil a9 religious liberty, and their earneſt defire, 
that univerſal toleration, and liberty of conſcience, may be 
extended to Proteſtants of every denomination. But they 
think it their duty alſo, to declare their firm perſuaſion, that 
a repeal of the laws now in force again Papiſts would be 
highly mexpedient, dangerous, and prejudicial ta the beſt in- 
tereſts of religion and civil ſociety in this part of the united 
kingdom. Entertaining theſe ſentimengs, it is with much 
ſatisfaction they have received aſſurances from the higheſt 
authority, that the bill intended for repealing the laws for 
preventing the growth of Popery in Scotland is laid afide, 
and they conſide in the wiſdom of legiſlature, that it will 
not in future be reſumed. They likewiſe think it their du- 
ty, on this occafion, to expreſs their ſtrongeſt diſapprobation 
of thoſe lawleſs mobs, which have ſo lately diſgraced the good 
cauſe which, in the blindneſs of popular zeal, they were meant 
to ſerve; and earneſtly recommend to the people under their 
care, to ſhew the influence of their religion by a quiet and 
charitable ſpirit, approving themſelves worthy of their civil 
and religious liberties, by a peaceable and moderate behavi- 
our. The General Aſſembly further judge it expedient and 
neceſſary, to give particular inſtructions to their Commiſſion 
on this ſubject: And they did, and hereby do, appoint the 
commiſſion to watch over any ſteps which may hereafter be 
taken for removing or weakening our legal ſecurities againſt 
Popery ; and that they may be able, more effectually, to 
attend to this object, the Aﬀembly hereby authoriſe and ap- 
point the moderator of the commiſſion to call meetings pro 
re nata, as often as he ſhall be required to do ſo by any ten 
members of the Commiſſion. The General Aſſembly do 
further reſolve to exert their moſt effectual endeavours, in 
order to provide for the better inſtruftion of the people in 
the corners of the church where Popery chiefly abounds, by 
encreaſing the number of ſtated paſtors among them.“ 


Kxitracted from the records of Aſſembly, by 
Jonx DRrsparz, C/k. Ecc. Scot. 
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Pariſh of Stobo 4 | 
Town and Pariſh of Reripwſtouncicls:; 
Kirk-ſefſion and Parith- of Tillicoultry 
- Pariſh of Linton in Tweedale 
Merchant Company of Edinburgh | 
Inhabitants of ditto 
—' of Taylors of Portſburgh + 
— Wrights and Maſons of ditto 
— Weavers and Bakers of ditto 
Incorporations of Calton 
Incorporated Trades of Peebles 
Incorporations and Inhabitants of Queensferry 
of Dumbarton 
— ————— et Burntiſland 
eee of Crail | 
| Fiſhermen of ditto 
| Incorporations and Inhabitants of Dalkeith 
| Incorporated Trades of Ayr 
— — of Culroſs 
Inhabitants of ditto 
Incorporated Trades of Lochmaben 
Inhabirants of Nairn 
Inhabitants of Anſtruther Weſter 
Incorporated Trades of Jedburgh 
Inhabitants of ditto 


Inhabitants of Annan 


= — 


CE 1 


Five incorporated Trades of Sanquhar 
Inhabitants of Town and Pariſh of ditto 
Incorporated Trades of Selkirk 
Guildry of Dunfermline 
Incorporated Trades of ditto 
Inhabitants of Town and Pariſh of ditto | 
Inhabitants of Town and Pariſh of Innerkeithing 
Incorporated Trades of ditto 91 
— of Kilmarnock 

— of Dunſe 

Inhabitants of ditto = 

Incorporated Trades of Cupar of Fife 

— — ——— of Kirkaldy 
Inhabitants of ditto, 


— 
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A SHORT 


VIEW OF THE STATUTES 


AT PRESENT 


Is FORCE IN SCOTLAND 


AGAINST 


P OP E R Y: 


THE 
NATURE OF THE BILL 


PROPOSED TO BE BROUGHT INTO 


PARLIAMENT for zzPEALinG theſe STATUTES: 


AND 


Some REMARKS ſhowing the PROPRIETY and NECES- ; 
s1TY of oppoſing ſuch REPEAL. 


» WITH 


A rgew HINTS on the CONSTITUTA1ONAL and PRU> 
DENT _—_— of Oyyos1T10N. 


Thou ha —reaght's vine it of Faxpt « Thou haſt caft out the 
Heathen, and planted it. Thou preparedſt room it, and 
didft cauſe it to take deep root, and it filled the la The hills 
were covered with the ſhadow of it, and the boughs 1 m— 

#qvere like the goodly cedars. She ſent out her boughs unto t 
fea, and her branches unto the river. Why haſt thou then bro- 
hen down her hedges, fo that all they which paſs by the way do 
pluck her? The bear cut of the wood deth waſte it, an the 
wild beaf of the field doth tlewour it. Return, we beſeech thee, 
O God of hoſts : Look dowun from heaven, and behold and whe 
this vine, and the vineyard which thy right n hath Planted. 
SAL M Ixxx. 8, &c. 
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EDINBURGH, u EX k. 
Firſt publiſhed DecEMBER 1778. 
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p AND” PARTICULARLY 'THEIR N 85 
COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 


in EDINBURGH. © 


5 


AT your deſire, Gentlemen, the following ſhort - 


tract was written, and under your direction it was 


publiſhed “. Your partiality does me honour, by.thus - - 


reſcuing it from the common' fate of pamphlets. 1 


could wiſh it were more worthy of preſervation ; and 


from longer reflection upon the ſubje&, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of many excellent writers, who have ſince 
done juſtice to the cauſe, I might eaſily have rendered 
it more compleat ; but it is republiſhed as a circum» 
ſtance of a moſt ſingular piece of national hiſtory, 
and therefore. cannot now, with propriety, undergo 
any material alteration. Happily none of the facts 
ſeem to need correcting t; and other imperfections, 
though there were no excuſe for them are of much 
ſmaller en 2a f. It was not meant to impoſe 
upon any body's judgement by ſpecious arguments, 
| : much 
» gce IntroduQion, p. vi. oF 
© + Oaly one trifling error taken notice of Rem. ii. p. 325. bath been 
Eiſcovered by an author, who wanted neither abilities nor in- 
clination to catch ay the leaſt miſtake in any thing written againſt 
„the popith iatereſt, and who ſeems to have no ſach ſtock of de- 
licacy as would prevent him from expoſing it in the worſt point 


of view. 


+ This Pamphlet was never thought of, till the beginning of 


December 1778, and it was in the preſs before the middle of 


month; ſo ſhort a time was made ftill ſhorter by the buſineſs,” or 


rather (as it is to moſt young men) the attendance/of my pro- 


r 


* 
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- F | 
much leſs by the ornaments of a poliſhed ſtyle. The 
chief object in view was to afford ſuch information 
to all, as might enable them to form a judgement for, 
themſelves. . 

It is of no conſequence to the world to know mT 
my name was not made public ſooner. Had I though 
it could. have ſerved the cauſe, it hould never have 
been concealed. Did I think the cauſe could now 
be hurt by it, this: Letter ſhould have been ſtill ano- 
nymous. None will have difficulty in believing, that 
ſuch a haſty production was not at firſt written with 
a view to fame. Perhaps, I now truſt too much to 
that uncertain, though moſt bewitching and agree: 
able criterion of public . favours, —the flattery o 
friends. Many, for whoſe approbation I am, moſt 
immediately concerned, have long ago. diſcovered, 
and from an over-obliging partiality, ſpoke out what 
I ſincerely, wiſhed to have been kept a ſecret —And _ 
as for others we may have read this Pamphlet, 1 
only add, that thoſe who have condemned it, will 
now know whom. they have to blame; and if any 
have praiſed it while they knew not the Author, I 
Hope they will not now retract that double honour, | 
Faving ſaid fo much for myſelf, permit me to take 
this opportunity of ſaying a few words on the part 
which you have acted in the late uncommon efforts 
of the Proteſtants in Scotland.—I mean not to pay 
you compliments; it is but juſtice to ſay, that you 
have acted the part of good citizens, as well as of 
real Chriſtians. Nor is this the biaſſed judgement of 
one who had the honour to be conſulted in many of 
your meaſures. Providence—your country—and the 
enemies of both, all join in its confirmation. | 
Heaven hath ſmiled upon your ſchemes. From the 
Jucceſs"of a cauſe, the approbation of Providence 
cannot always indeed, with certainty, be inferred ; 
but whoever candidly reflects upon the riſe, the pro- 

© grefs, and the happy termination of this ſingular at- 


% * "1% #4) fair, 
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fair, muſt acknowledge the-countenance and almoſt 
miraculous interpofitions of Him '* who maketh even 


e the vrath of men to praiſe him. 


The approbation and concurrence of your'Coun- 
trymen alſo, was your merited reward; and, in the 


moſt ample degree it hath been obtained. The ſen» 


timents on this ſubject, which almoſt univerſally pre- 


| vail throughout Scotland, and the ſpirited declara- 


tions which have been publiſhed from every corner 


of the kingdom, do honour equally to the political and 


religious character of the nation. Scotſmen are not 


ignorant of their rights, nor are they yet afraid to 
8 Nead the titles which ſupport them. | | 


But © woe unto you,“ if engaged in ſuch a cauſe, 
« all men ſpoke well of you“. The reproach of the 


_ wicked is the moſt unequivocal of all applauſe; nor 
have the enemies of religion and liberty denied you 
this further teſtimony of real merit. Though they 


meant otherwiſe, yet their illiberal and unjuſt reflec. 


tions have done you real honour. As ſcarcely the 
ſhadow of an argument hath been, or can be brought 


againſt bers conduct, recourſe hath been had to ridi- 
cule, which inſtead of being the teſt of truth and 


friend of virtue, is too commonly the refuge of falſe- 


hood and of defamation. The low and ill- natured ſa- 
tire, which ſome have vented, upon the preſent occa- 
ſion, hath received the pity and the ſilent contempt 
which it deſerved. Thoſe who have the pleaſure of 


being perſonally acquainted with your private cha- 
raQters and circumſtances in the world, need not be 


told that the attacks upon either, are no leſs ground- 
leſs than illiberal. Thoſe who know you not, mult 
fee that ſuch attacks ſtrike equally againſt you and 
= cauſe, and by all the ſenſible part of the pub- 
ic, muſt be reckoned a very high compliment to both. 


But it will be aſked, Can none condemn the 
Committee of Correſpondence, without deſerving to 


de named enemies of religion and of liberty? Some 
of them may, no doubt, Lene another name, and 


F ng 


» Luke vi. 26. 


* 


_ they. 
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they may chuſe it for themſelves ;. but no name that 
is much better can be allowed to thoſe. who con- 
demn, without enquiring into the foundation of 
their judgement ; and ſuch only, I am bold to ſay, 
will be your accuſers. ty cated 
If you meet with any more abuſe, I may now ex- 
pect to be brought in for my ſhare. —You. allow me 
a a part of your praiſe, I claim a part of your reproach*, 


With unflaitering reſpect and eſteem, 


GENTLEMEN, _ 
” 
» 


Yours, &'c. Na 


Epinnurcr, ? 97 OHN DICKSON,” 
March 1780. Adpvocar z. 


[ 
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\H E 3 is not a ſeditious or a 2300S FRO 
| T "phlet. It is a ſtate of unqueſtionable facts, 
which every inhabitant of Scotland ought at 
this time to know. The publiſhers are a number of 
Gentlemen in Edinburgh; friends to religion in the 
world in general, to the Proteſtant intereſt in theſe 
lands in particular; loyal ſubjects of their Sovereign, 
—ſincere lovers of their country and its deareſt rights. 
mean no reflection againſt the King, Parliament, 
Adminiſtration: *All they contend for is, That 
0 the preſent moſt excellent conſtitution in church“ 
and ſtate tay. be preſerved, and may be handed 
down to poſterity, as free and uncorrupted, as 
„ ſound and vigorous, as ſafe i ee as —_ 
© have received it from their ance grs “ rs 
The late alarming encouragement given to Popery 
in England, and the ſtill more alarming unanimity 
with which it was granted by the legiſlature, and ac- 
quieſced in by the nation, mult have ſtruck 5 nos and 
terror into the mind of many a ſerious Chriſtian who 
was not himſelf to feel the conſequences. Then we 
mourned; in filence, and trembled for our brethren. 
We could do no more.—The ſame encouragement is 
now propoſed for it in this part: alſo of the united king- 
dom. And ſhall we {till be filent? Have we already for- 
gotten the days of our forefathers, and the ſufferings 
which they endured from the hand of Papiſtz? Can 
we, without uneaſineſs for ourſelves, again receliye theſe 
inſtruments of cruelty into our bofom ? And axe we 
altogether unconcerned for what may be the fate of 
generations yet unborn? No ſurely. Though we are 
degenerate, we are not come to this. But many, too 


too . are at eaſe in . ung ſay, we ſtart ata 
p | | ſhadow; ; 


Dr. Robertſon and others et e Ga of ike Ge- 
_ neral Aﬀemby's commiſton 1751. 


— 


* 

: | (314 ) | 
ſhadow ;-we fear the phantom of our aun imagination. 
Read the fallowing pages befoxe you thus determine. 
«. We ſpeak as unto wife men, qudge ye what we ſay.” 
Incenfiderate ignorance dreads no danger: But we 
are eonfident, that whoever reflects upon the in- 
4 croaching.and. ſanguinary ſpirit of Popery, will be 
far from treating the fears and caution of the more | 
« zealous Proteſtants, as altogether imaginary and ö 
« deſtitute of any real foundation? 

If our countrymen. and fellow-citizens, for whoſe 
information this ſmall tract is publiſhed, ſee their dan- 
ger, and ere it be too late take proper meaſures to 
prevent it, we ſhall have gained our end. At any 
rate, we have ſo far done our duty, and we leave the 
1 4 


1 TX : it * 
S 
j  'Þ * 


de Rabertſon's hiſtory of Scotland, val. I. p. 29. 
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| A sHORT VIEW of the SCOTS STA 
TUTES againſt POPERY, -- 
| j I | 

PROM the memorable yenr 1560, When the reformed ' 
religion was eſtabliſhed in Scotland by law, down. te 
{the year 1707, when the kingdoms of Scotland and Eng- 
land were united, and of conſequente the Scots parliament 
no more ſubſiſted; during all that period the ſtatutes againſt 
Popery and Papiſts are almoſt as numerous as the parlia- 
mefts by which they were enacted. Many of theſe ſtatutes 
are ſimple ratifications, moſt of them are partial amendments, 
and ſome of them ſeem even to have been temporary provi- 
ſions, ſuited only to particular circumſtances, which then 
required the interpoſition of rhe legiflature. They all con- 
tain moſt authentic evidence of the continnal dangers in 
which this country hath been involved by encourage- 
ment of Papiſts, and impunity of ſeminary prieſts and Je- 
ſuits, who were always reckoned the inveterate enemies, 
both of its refigious and civil rights; and they ſhow the 
unremitting attention which government ſaw neceſſary to 
keep them within any tolerable bounds. In theſe particulars 
they may give inſtruction, as well as entertainment to the 
ſtudious and inquifitivez a iſt of them is therefore added, 
but this publication cannot admit of more. There is ont 
complete and | 45.0000 ſtatute, viz. the thicd at of K. Wil- 
liam's firſt parliament, 23d Nov. 170, entitled, An ot? far 
preventing "the growth of „ which comprehends all the 
material laws Upon the ſubjet. And af ir is the chief ob- 
je& of the propoſed repeal, the knowledge of it alone is 

fully ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe. | 

LIST ot ALL This ACTS acainsr POPERY. 

Acts, 24th Aug. 1560.— 1567. c. 2.— 1567. c. 3.— 
1567. c. 4.— 1667. c. 5.— 1567. c. 8.— 1572. c. 45.— 1572. 
c. 47.— 157 c. 51.— 1579. c. 71.— 1581. c. 104.1581. 


c. 106.— 1587. c. 24.— 1587. c. 25.— 1592. c. 122.— 
| | 1593. 


— 
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1593: C. 196.— 1594. C. 197.1600. C. 18 — 1607. C. T. 
a 1009. c. 2.— 1609. c. 5. — 1661. c. 8. — 168. c. 1. 


1681. c. 6.— 1689. c. 7—-1689. c. 13.— 1695. c. 26.— 


1696 c. 3.— 1696. c. 28.1700. c. 3.— 1702. c. 3.— 
1703. c. 1 c. . 3.— 1707. c. 6.170 c. 7. 


COPY of the — parts of: King WII Liane 8 
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1 Odi Sovereign Lord confidering the hazard that thr 
60 "the true Proteftant religion as at preſent ſettled and eſtab iſh 
« ed within this realm, and may enſue by the increaſe and 
5e growth of Popery, and the reftoring and reſetting of Feſuits, 
* prieſts and trafficking Papifts within the ſanie; dothherefore, 
ee with advice and conſent of the eſtates of parliament, re- 
£6 vive, ratify and perpetually confirm act 71. parl. 1579. 
« anent the youth and others beyond ſea, ſuſpected to have 
£ declined from the true religion. Alſo, act 104. parl. 
« 1 581. agaiolt paſſing in pilgrimages to chapels, wells, 
« croſſes, c. And act 26. parl. 1095: diſcharging popiſh 
« perſons to prejudg e their Pr oteſtant heirs in fugceſſion; 
« and all other laws 7 againſt Popery and Papiſts; and 
Ne . eſpecially Feſuits, ſeminary and maſs prieſts and tra ting Pa- 
* pits, and their abode, and reſet or reſetters within this 
&« realm; as alſo, againſt ſayers and hearers of maſs, and all 
© other concealers of the ſame; in the whole beads, tenors 
« and contents thereof, as if the ſame were therein fully 
& ſet down and expreſt. 
« And further, his Majeſty, with advice and conſent 
0 foreſaid, ſtatutes and ordains, That whoſoever ſhall diſ- 
cover and ſeize any prieft, Jeſu uit or trafficking Papiſt, or 
« their reſetters, ſo as they ſhall be convicted; upon certi- 
% 'ficate of the ſaid ſeizure and conviction by the judge or 


% clerk of court, before whom the conviction ſhall be 


« made (and which certificate to be given gratis) ſhall have 
« the ſum of five hundred merks, over and above his ex- 


« pences for his reward .—And ordains all judges and magi 


* ſtrates to whom the /aid Papiſt ſhall be preſented, to re - 
© ceive and detain him priſoner ; and tranſmit what infor- 
% mation they receive againſt him to his Majeſty's advocate. 
« And becauſe ſuch is the malice and ſubtilty of the ſaid Fe ofuits, 
4 priefts and trafficking Papiſts, that they diſguiſe themſelves, 


— 0 rover the eir evil — as much as poſſible, and 


* * 


/ 


/ 
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„through che difficulty of probation, do often evade the 
« due pains of law; therefore, it is further ſtatute and or- 
.«« dained, for facilitating the foreſaid conviction, that if it 
« ſhall be proven that the prigſt, Jeſuit, or trafficking Papiſt, 
« brought in queſtion, was held and repute to be a prieſt, 
e Jeſuit, or trafficking Papiſt; or if it ſhall be proven that 
c he has changed his name or ſirname, and goes under ano- 


„ ther name, and with one or other of theſe alternatives 


« ſhall refuſe to purge himſelf of Popery, in the form and 
* manner after mentioned, it ſhall be /uficient ground for 
te the Lords of his Majeſty's privy. council ®, to baniſb him 
« furth of the realm, with certification, that if ever he 
ic return thereto, being ſtill a Papiſt, he ſhall, be puniſhed 
% with the pain of death F.— And his Majeſty's advocate, 
« on information, is required as he will be anſwerable, to 
proſecute perſons ſuſpected to be Jeſuits, priſti or traffick= 
« ing Papiſts, and the privy, council to inflict che ſaid 
% puniſhment, _. N * 

«And for the better conviction of hearers of maſs, it is 
«& further ſtatute and ordained, That if any perſon be found 
* in any meeting t where there is either altar, maſr-book, or 
% veſtments, or popiſb images, or other popiſh trinkets or in- 
«© ſtruments of ſuperſtition, and withal ſhall refuſe to purge 
« himſelf of Popery in manner after-mentioned, it ſhall be 
« aſufficient ground for the lords of his Majeſty's privy coun» 
« cjl, to baniſh him furth of the realm, under what certi- 
&« cation they ſhall think fit, even to the pain of death. And 
% wholoever ſhall diſcover or ſeize the faid baniſhed prieft 
« after his return, and deliver. him priſoner in manner 


_ © foreſaid, ſhall have the ſum of fifty marks for his reward. 


« And his Majeſty, with advice and conſent foreſaid, 
* doth hereby not only ratify act 8th, parl. 1601, intitled, 
« A againſt  Papilts, priefts and. Jeſuits, and appointing 
is children under popiſh parents, tutors and curators to be 


d taken from them, and committed to the education of 


« ſome well- affected religious kinſman, at the fight and 
| | | | | order 


This act is now to be executed by the Lords of juſticiary, 
lath, Anne 2. c. 13. | * 

I This certification is common and unavoidable in all baniſh- - 
ments to make them effectual. And the puniſhmeat of death is 
not fo much for the original crime, otherwiſe it would have been 
inflited at firſt, as for the contempt of the law, and ſentence 
which orders the baniſhment, 


t Meeting here evidently means Meetiog-houſe, chapel, or 
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* order of his Majeſty's privy council z but further des 
< elares; that it ſhall be — yg to any of the Proteſtant 
et relations of the foreſaid children, to purſue to have their 
cc duration committed in manner above preſcribed z and 
ct that failing the ſaid Proteſtant relations, his Majeſty's ad- 
& vocate or Holicitor may proſecute the ſaid action by them- 
c ſelves; without concurrence of ſaid relations. And to the 
effect, that the foreſuid. matter of education may be better 
. ſeen to, his Majefty and eſtates of parliament recommend, 

to the preſbyteries within the kingdom, to ſend in terml 
«© liſts and informations to one of the clerks of his Majeſty 
e privy council, of what children are under popiſſi parents, 
& tutors, curators, or other Papiſts within their reſpective 
* Way, that their education may be provided for, as 
* faid is. | | , 
% And further, for the better reſtraining of the foreſaid 
pernicious growth of Popery, his Majeſty, with advice and 
conſent foreſaid, doth hereby ſtatute, ordain and declare, 
that in all time coming; no profeſſed Papiſts, who being 
fuſpe& thereof, ſhall refuſe to purge themſelves of Pope- 
ry, in the form and manner after fet down, ſhall be capa- 
ble to purchaſe, 'and enjoy, by any voluntray diſpoſition 
or deed that thall be made to them, or any perſon in truſt 
to their behoof, any lands, houſes, tenements, annualrents, 
or other real rights, or tacks of lands or teinds; but that 
the faid voluntary diſpoſitions and deeds, with all that 
ſhall follow thereupon, e ip become void and null to all 
intents and purpoſes, and the rights thereof remain with 
the diſponer or granter, his heirs or aſſignees, as if the 
fame had not been granted. eee 
« And ficklike, his Majeſty, with advice and conſent 
foreſaid, ſtatutes, enacts and declares, That no perſon or 
perſons profeſſing the popiſh religion, paſt the age of fif- 
teen years, ſhall hereafter be capable to ſucceed as heirs to 
any perſon whatſoever, nor to bruik or enjoy any eſtate 
by diſpoſitĩon or other conveyance, flowing from any per- 
fon to whom the ſaid Papiſt might ſucceed as heir any 
manner of way, until the faid heirs purge themſelves of 
Popery in manner after mentiond. And if any ſuch per- 
“ ſon or perſons omit to renounce Popery as aforeſaid, then 
and immediately thereafter, their right and intereſt in and 
by the faid ſucceſſion or conveyance ſhall become void 
% and null, and ſhall devolve and belong to the next Pro- 
e teſtant heir or heirs, who would ſucceed if they and all 
« the interveening popiſh heirs were naturally dead. 
Which Proteſtant heir or heirs ſhall have right to the faid 
' 6c eſtate 
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« incuzring of the irritancy, ay and while the oreſaid perſon 
6 or perſons excluded, or their heirs, ſhall purge themſelves 
« of Popery, in manner forelaid.; in Which caſe they ſhall 
de immediately reponed to their right and paſſeffion of 
« the eſtate.— Providing always, that the ſaid exelufien ſhall 
be without prejudice” to their awful creditors anterior to 
* the excluſion only.—And further, it ſhall not be lawfut 
& to any Papiſt to grant any gratuitous diſpoſitions of his 5. 
* ritage, or any part thereof ;; or apy gratuitous hand, or 
* ather gratuitous deeds, to the prejudice of his heirs: 

te claring all ſuch diſpoſitions, bonds, or other deeds, to be 
1 void and null, excepting in ſo far as cancerns bis perſon 
* and moveable fate allenarly and the proper debt and 
* deeds of the Proteſtant heir or heirs ſueceeding as afore- 
« faid, ſhall za ways aff the foreſaid eſtate; but the fame 
& ſhall return in the condition as it was at the time the ſuc- 
% ceſſion devolved to the Proteſtant. — And all eſtates what- 
* fornever devolved in manner, and for the: cauſes foreſaid, 
& ſhall be with and under the tailzies, conditions, irritancies, 
c and clauſes reſolutive contained in the rights of the ſaid 
& eſtate. 

“ All diſpoſitions, donations, legacies, or other deeds in 
“ favours of. cloyſters, or any other popith ſocieties, or to 
any perſons for their behoof, ſhall be void and null. No 
* adjudication ſhall expire in the perſon of a Papiſt, but 
only ſubſiſt for a ſecurity of the ſums truly due. 

« And laſtly, for preventing all occaſion of fedufion by 

« Papiſis, no perſon profeſſed or ſuſpected to be a Papiſt 
© ſhall be capable to be employed in the education of youth, 
« or the truſt or management of their affairs; and eſpecially, 
that none ſuch ſhall be capable to be governors, chaplains, 
9 Pecagogues or ſchool-maſters, tutors or curators, cham- 
i berlains or factors; — nor fhall any Papiſt be entertaine& 
« as a domeſtic ſervant by any Proteſtant,” “. 


Formula of the cath referred to in this Act. 


* F — - — do ſincerely from 
« I] my heart, profeſs and declare before God who ſearcheth 
« the heart, that I do deny, diſown and abhor theſe tenets - 
« and doctrines of the papal church of Rome, viz. The 
on ſup of the pope and biſhop of Rome over all paſtors 
* .of the Catholic church; his power and authority over 
T kings, princes and ſtates, and the infa/libi/ity that he ww 
ou Th re 
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cc ” 1 ” y : „ =” 
power of diſpenſing and pardening, the doctrine of tran- 
« ſubflantiation and the corporal preſence, with the commu- 


* nion without the cup in the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper; 


% The adoration and ſacrifice profeſſed and practiſed by the 
« popiſh church in the maſ#, the invocation of angels ond Lan 
* the wor/orpping of images, croſſes and relicts, the doctrine 
cc of ſupererogation, indulgencits-and purgatory, and the ſervice 
% and worſhip in an een tongue ; all which tenets and 
1 doctrines of the ſaid church, I believe to be contrary to 
« and inconſiſtent with the written word of God: And I do 


4 from my heart deny, diſqwn and diſclaim the ſaid doc- 


« trines and tenets of the church of Rome, as in the pre- 


& ſence of God, without any equivocation' or mental reſer- 


« vation, but according to the known and plain meaning of 
; God ” : «A . * N ö a6 . 
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Nauk of the propoſed BILL for repeal 
ing the Scors Acts againſt POPE RTV. 


_ WHEN the bill for repealing the Engliſh laws againſt 
Popery was carried through parliament at the very end 
laſt ſeflion, no body could ſo much as gueſs at the nature of 
it, till it was printed as a public att. The friends of Popery 
will no doubt endeavour, with equal care, to conceal the bill 
for repealing the Scots acts; happily, however, they cannot 
do it with equal ſucceſs: We may not exactly be acquainted 
with its title, but we are at no loſs to know its tenor. It 
may not perhaps be entitled, An af for promoting the growth 
of Popery, (the preſent poliſhed age muſt have gentle names 
r every thing;) but we are ſure it is an act for removing 
that by which the growth of Popery was prevented. It may 
not be ſpecially declared in favours of ſeminary prieſts and Je- 
ſuits ; but ſure it is a repeal of acts which were ſpecially di- 
rected againſt them. It may not directiy encourage the erec- 
tion of popiſb churches and ſchools, the celebration of the maſs, 
and other idolatrous exerciſes of the Roman Catholic religion; 
but what is the difference when every legal diſcouragement to 
theſe is entirely taken away ? It may not immediately admit 
Papiſts into our government ; but, without all doubt, it breaks 
down the chief, nay the only effectual barrier in their way, 
when it makes them capable of purchaſing and inheriting 
heritable property. That all this is not ſpoken at random, 
as many at firſt fight may be apt to imagine, will appear from 
the act for England, which is here ſubjoined. That act muſt 
indeed ſo far be altered as to make it anſwer the peculiarities 
of our law; but from what was faid in parliament when it 
was paſſed, we have no reaſon to expect any other alteration. 
Mutatis mutandis the act for both kingdoms will be the 


ſame *. 
1 t ACT 


Since the feſt publication of this pamphlet, the bill for Scots 
land hath been ſeen, and it is almoſt verbatim the ſame as that 
for Eogland. 4 

N. B. This pamphlet was publiſhed firſt in December 1778 
but all that impreſſion. being diſpoſed of, it was again publiſhed in 
January 1779, when this and ſome few other notes were added. 
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Acer 18 George III. entitled, An act for relieving his Ma- 
N ſutjeas profeſſing the popiſh religion within England, 
from certain penalties and diſabilities impoſed on them by an act 
made in the 11th and 12th years of the reign of King Wil- 
liam III. entitled, An act for the further preventing of the 
growth of Popery.. * | | 


© WHERE As it is expedient to repeal certain proviſions im 
© an act of the rith and 12th years of the reign of King 
* William III. entitled, An act for the further preventing 
% the growth of Popery, whereby certain penalties and diſ- 
abilities are impoſed on perſons profeſſing the popiſh reli- 
« gion: May it pleaſe your Majeſty that it may be enacted, 
% and be it enafted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, 
© by and with the advice of the lords ſpiritual and tempo- 
& ral, and commons in this preſent parliament affembled, 
% and by the authority of the ſame, that ſo much of the 
« faid act as relates to-the apprehending, taking or proſe 
« cuting” (not imple Papiſts, however open and avowed ; 
for againſt them there are no penalties whatever, but only) 
* poprſh biſhops, prieſts, or Fefuits,” (the Scots liſt of popiſh 
worthies includes” ſeminary, maſs, prieſts, and trafficking Pa- 
Fiſts ) * And alſo ſo much of the faid acts as ſubjects. popiſn 
„ biſhops, prieſts or ſeſuits, and Papiſts, or perſons pro- 
* fefling the popiſh religion, and keeping ſchool, or taking 
* upon 2 the education or government, or boarding. 
* of youth within this realm, or the dominions theretox 
« belonging, to perpetual: impriſonment * :” (For Scotland 
the words muſt be, to voluntary or neceſſary baniſhment, per- 
petual impriſonment, being here unknown.) And fo much: 
* of the ſaid act as ſubjects perſons educated in the popiſh 
& religion, or profeſſing the ſame, under the circumſtances 
* therein mentioned, to inherit or take by deſcent, device 
te or limitation, in poſſeſſion, reverſion, or remainder, any 
& lands, tenements, or hereditaments, within the kingdom 
*« of England, dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick upon 
„Tweed, and gives to the next of kin being a Proteſtant, 
te A right to have and enjoy ſuch lands, tenements, and he- 
* reditaments. And alſo fo much af the ſaid act as diſables 
Papiſts, or perſons profeſling the popiſh religion, to purchaſe 
« any 


* This fevere part of the law, which was never executed, is 
mild when compared with the famous law of Henry IV. in Eng- 
land de cemburende Heretico for burning Proteſtants, which was 
in force and full execution as long as the government was in the. 
Mads of Papiſts, 
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* any manors, lande, profits out of lands, tenements, rents, 
farms or hereditaments within the kingdom of England, Qc. 
% —ſhall be, and the ſame, and every clauſe and matter and 
«6 thing herein before-mentioned is and hereby are repeated. | 
Provided always that nothing herein contained ſhall ex- 
tend, or be conſtrued to extend, to any perſon or perſons, 
4 but ſuch who ſhall within the ſpace of fix calender months 
« after the paſſing of this act, or of accruing of his, her, 
« or their title—take and ſubſcribe an oath in the words 
% following. A. B. do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, that 
“J will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to his Majeſty 
« King George the Third, -and him will defend to the ut- 
« moſt of my power againſt all conſpiracies, and attempts 
« whatever that ſhall be made againſt his perſon, crown or 
ec dignity; and I wil do my utmoſt endeavour to diſclaſe 
« and make known to. his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
all treaſons and traiterous conſpiracies, which may be 
formed againſt them. Ad I do faithfully promile to 
< maintain, ſupport and defend, to the utmoſt of my power, 
« the ſucceſſion of the crown in his Majeſty's family, againſt 
any perſon or perſons whatever, hereby utterly renouncing 
« and abjuring any obedience or allegiance unto the perſon 
„taking upon hinxſelf, the ſtile and title of the Prince of 
„Wales in the life-time of his father; and who, ſince his 
« death, is ſaid to have aſſumed the ſtile and title of the 
« King of Great Britain, by the name of Charles the Thrid,; 
* and to any other perſon claiming or pretending a right 
«© to the crown of theſe realms. And I do ſwear, that I do 
« reject and deteſt as an antichriſtian and impious poſition, 
* that it is lawful to murder or deſtroy any perſon or perſons 
« whatſoever for, or under pretence of their being heretics ; 
« and alfo, that antichriſtian and impious principle, that no 
“ faith is to be kept with heretics. I do further declare, 
&« That it is no article of my faith, and that I do renownce, 
© reject and abjure the opinion, that princes excommuni- 
© cated by the pope and council, or by any authority of the 
« ſee of Rome, or by any authority whatſoever, may be de- 
« poſed or murdered by their ſubjects, or any perſon what 
* ſoever. And I declare, that 1 do not believe that the 
% Pope of Rome, or any other foreign prince, prelate, ſtate 
« or potentate hath or ought to have any temporal or ciui 
* juriſdiction, power, ſuperiority or pre-eminence, directly 
* or indirectiy within this realm. And I do ſolemnly, in 
« the preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify and declare, that 1 
do make this declaration, and every part of it, in the plain 
% and ardinary ſenſe of the words of this oath, without any 
« 2 cvaſiou, 
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te evaſion, egui vocation, or mental reſervation whatever; and 
te without any diſpenſation already granted by the Pope, or 
* any authority of the ſee of Rome, or any perſon whatever; 
* or without thinking that I am, or can be acquitted be- 
1% fore God or man; or abſolved of this declaration, or any 
part thereof, although the Pope or any perſons or autho- 
F thority whatſoever hl diſpenſe with, or annul the ſame, 
or declare it ua and void. | Bo 
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ERE are five queſtions which may naturally, and with 
propriety, be aſked upon the preſent ſubject. In the 
place, Can the Scots acts againſt Popery be ed 
without an infringement of our conſtitution ? 2dly, If not; 
then what is the nature of! that religion, which claims ſo 
high a favour? 3dly, What are the legal reſtraints upon 
Popery ? ought they never to have been impoſed, or are they 
at this day improper? 4hly, What is the import of the re- 
peal relieving them from theſe reſtraints? And, /aftly, Taking 
all theſe together, Is that repeal, in any view, expedient or 
ſafe ? The acts themſelves, and the following ſhort remarks, 
are in anſwer to theſe ſeveral queſtions. 0 


REMARK I. 


Repealing the Scots als again Popery would be a direct infringe» 

ment of our conftitution. It would not only contradi the ge- 

, neral ſpirit of our law, but would be an expreſs violation of the 

Claim of Right 1689, and of the Union 1707, or rather of 
an eſſential condition of the very exiftence of that treaty. 


TH1s is indeed an alarming and bold averment; but it is 
the more neceſſary to be made, if it is alſo true. That it is 


true, let our ſtatutes themſelves bear witneſs. 


The legal eſtabliſhment of the reformation in 1560, is 


uſhered in and accompanied with acts againſt Popery and Pa- 


piſts. When it is renewed and confirmed in 1567; theſe 
acts are alſo renewed, and repeated verbatim before and after 
the Confeſſion of Faith, Through the whole ſtatute _ 

ay 
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the ſecurity of church and ſtate ſeems to be inſeparably con- 
nected with the abolition of Popery, and the ſuppreſſion of 
Papiſts. But proof of this would be ſuperfluous. Even in 
the worſt of times, when the purity of our Preſbyterian 
church, and the freedom of our civil government were moſt 
openly attacked by James I. and Charles II. even then the 
watch againſt the common enemy was not remitted. See 
1609, c. 5. and 1661, c. 8. 

The application of the Claim of Right, and the Articles 
of the Union, to this ſubject, deſerve to be more particularly 
conſidered. 

The firſt and moſt glorious link of that chain upon which 
all our deareſt rights depend, is the Declaration of the Eſtates 
containing the Claim of Right in 1689. Thoſe who will 
look into the declaration iel need no more of the hiſtory 
of that period, to convince them that the grievances of Po- 
pery, and the violation of the laws againſt it, were as much, 
perhaps more the cauſe of the Revolution, than the other 
cxertions of arbitrary power. A few extracts are enough for 
the preſent purpoſe, ve ng 

1689. c. 13. entitled, The Declaration of the Eſtates of 
the Kingdom of Scotland, containing the Claim of Right, and 
the —_ of the Crown to their Majeſties King William and 

een Mary. 
VY Whereas King James the ſeventh, being a profet Papiſt 
« did aſſume the regal power, and acted as a king without 
& taking the oath required by law, whereby the king at his 
* acceſs to government is obliged to ſwear to maintain the 
&« Proteſtant religian, and to rule the people according to the 
* laudable laws, did, by the advice of wicked and evil coun» 
« ſellors, invade the fundamental conſtitutionof this kingdom, 
e and altered it from a legal and limited monarchy to an ar- 
« bitrary deſpotic power; and in a public proclamation i 
* ſerted an abſolute. power to caſs, annul, and diſable* 
te the laws, particularly arraigning the laws eftabliſhing the P 
6 teſtant religion, and did exerce that power to the ſubverſion 
c of the Proteſtant religion, and to the violation of the laws 
« and liberties of the kingdom. 

«© By erecting public ſchools and ſocieties of Feſuits, and not 
* only allowing maſs to be publicly ſaid, but alſo inverting 
<© Proteſtant chapels and churches to public maſi- houſes, con- 
© trary to the expreſs laws againſt ſaying and hearing of maſs. 
By allowing popiſh books to be printed, and diſperſed 
F contrary to the laws, &c. | = 

Therefore the eſtates of the kingdom of Scotland find 


© and declare, That King James VII. being a profeſt ph 
| f di 
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« did aſſume the regal power, and acted as king, without 
« ever taking the oath required by law; and hath, by the 
advice of evil and wicked counſellors, invaded the funda- 
« mental conſtitution of the kingdom, and altered it from a 
* legal limited monarchy, to an arbitrary deſpotic power; 
c and hath exerciſed the ſame to the ſubverſion +4 the Pre- 
ec teſtant religion, and the violation of the laws and liberty of 
the kingdom, 2 the ends of government, where- 
« by he hath forfaulted the right to the crown, and the throne 
6 is become vacant. 

„ And whereas, his Royal Highneſs William, then Prince 
« of Orange, now King of England, whom it hath pleaſed 
% almighty God, to make the glorious inftrument of deliver. 
e ing theſe kingdoms from Popery and arbitrary power, did, by 
tc the advice of feveral lords and gentlemen of this nation, 
* at London for the time, call the eſtates of this kingdom 
« to meet 14th March laſt, in order to ſuch eſtabliſhment, as 
« that their religion, laws and liberties might not be again m 
„ danger F being ſubverted ; and the ſaid eſtates being now 
« aſſembled in full and free repreſentative of this nation, 
« taking to their moſt ſerious conſideration, the beſt means 
ec for attaining the end aforefaid ; do, in the firſt place, as 
* their anceſtors in like caſes have uſually done, or vindi- 
« cating and aſſerting their ancient rights and liberties, De- 
« clare, That the diſarming Proteſtants, and employing Pa- 
« p;/ts in places of greateſt truſt, both civil and military; 
« the thruſting out Proteſtants to make room for Papiſts, 


of 


« c. are contrary to law, Wc. 
“ That, by the law of this kingdom, uo Papiſt can be king 
« or queen of this realm, nor bear any offices whatſoever there- 
« in; nor can any Proteſtant ſucceſſor exerciſe the regal 
« power until he or ſhe ſwear the coronation oath. | 
„ That all proclamations afferting an abſolute power to 
& caſs, annul and diſable laws; the erecting ſchools and pf 
« leges for Feſuits the inverting Proteſtant chapels ind 
& churches to public maſi-houſes, and the allowing maſs to be 
« /aid, ts contrary to law. * 
«© That the * popiſb books to be printed and diſperſed 
« js contrary to law, c. | 
« And they do claim, demand, and inſiſt on all and ſundry 
« the premiſes as their undoubted rights and liberties, and that no 
« declarations, doings or proceedings to the prejudice of the 
«-people, in any of the ſaid premiſes,” ought in any ways to 
* be drawn hereafter in conſequence or example, &c. 
The ſubſtance of the coronation-oath taken by King Wil- 
lam and Queen Mary at their acceptance of the crown of 
| | Scotland, 
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Scotland is, That they ſwear to maintain the frue religion 
% now received, and to aboliſh and withſtand all falſe religion, 
* contrary to the fame; and to rule the people according to 
© the will of God, and the /avenble laws and conſtitution re- 

« ceived in this realm.“ | 

Who that reads the above can forbear exclaiming, Is it poſ- 
ſible the deſcendents of the Revolution patriots ſhould, with- 
in a century, tamely give up, ſhould even ſeem to deſpiſe the 
bleſſings which our forefathers held fo dear, which they pur- 
chaſed for us with fuch a noble 2 2 b 

1707, c. 7. entitled, Adt ratifying and approving the treaty 
of — of 25 two kingdoms of . — and England, contains 
at full length a previous act for ſecuring the Proteflant religion 
and Preſbyterian church-government, which by the tenor of it 
is 13 to be ſo inſerted, and expreſly declared . to be 
« held and obſerved in all time coming” (not as an article of the 
Union, but what is a great deal ſtronger) ** as 4 FUDAMEN= 
„ TAL AND ESSENTIAL CONDITION of any treaty or union 
© to be concluded betwixt the two kingdoms, without any alteration 
* thereof, or derogation thereto in any ſort for ever.” 

This previous act “ ratifies, approver, and for ever confirms 
© the 5th act of the firſt parliament of King William and 
% Queen Mary, (1690) entitled, Act ratifying the Confeſ- 
& fion of Faith, and ſettling Prefbyterian church-govern- 
c ment; with THE HAILL OTHER ACTS of parliament re- 
* lating thereto, in proſecution of the Declaration of the Eſtates 
«© of this kingdom, contaiuing the Claim of Right, bearing 
« date 11th April 168g.” | 

Act 5th parl. 1690. Revives, ratifies and perpetually con- 
& firms all laws, 793 and acts of parliament, made againſt 
« Popery and Papiſts, and for maintenance of the true re- 
« formed religion.” And the acts directiy relating thereto in 
proſecution of the Declaration of the Eſtates, and conſequently ra- 
tified with it, and wnalterably eſtabliſhed at the Union, are, 
fo far as concern the preſent point, chiefly three. 

Act 2d, parl. 1700, of which, act 3d in that fame parlia- 
ment, the great act now aimed at by the friends of Popery, 
is a ſort of an appendix. 

Act 3d parl. 1702. 

And act 2d parl. 1703. | | 

All theſe have the ſame title, viz. AF for ſecuring the true 
Proteſtant religion and Preſbyterian government ; and are almoſt 
verbatim copies of one another. By them not only is act 5th, 
parl. 1690, particularly confirmed in theſe words, Her 
* Majeſty, with advice and conſent foreſaid, ratifies, 2 | 


I , 
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« and confirms the 5th act of the ſecond ſeffion of this cur - 
« rent parliament, entitled, Ac ratifying the Confeſſion 7 
& Faith,” &c. but as that could never be effectually ſecured, 
without continuing and ſtrengthening the barriers againſt 
Popery, the firſt clauſe always“ e, approves, and perpe- 
« petually confirms ail laws, ſtatutes and acts of parliament made 
« againſt Popery and Papiſts, and for the eſtabliſhing, main- 
ec taining and preſerving of the true reformed Proteſtant reli- 
. gion, and the true church of Chriſt, as at preſent owned 
«© and ſettled within this kingdom *.“ 

To explain theſe quotations is unneceſſary; to comment 
upon them would but weaken the argument. The averment 
which begins this ſection is ſurely proved to a demonſtration. 
There ſhall only be. further added, what at preſent is, and 
we hope long will be, the lateſt ratification of the whole. 

| | | 25th 


The very fame great men, who planned and eſtabliſhed 
the Revolution government, carried on and ratified the treaty 
of Union. For it deſerves particular notice, that the parliament 
which paſſed all our preſent acts againſt Popery, and continued 
till the period of the Scottiſh legiſlature, was but a continuation of 
the eſtates of the kingdom of Scotland, who drew up the Claim of 
Right, and as the full repreſentatives of the nation Gave the 
crown to their glorious deliverer from Popery and arbitrary power, 
See acts 1, 29, and 38. of the meeting of the Eſtates 1689. 
All their acts were uniform. They did every thing in their power 
to make them perpetual. Their acts againſt Popery in particular 
are made the very baſis of the conſtitution. An author whoſe 
name once famous in the churches hath been diſgraced by the 
ſcureility, and moſt groſs jeſuitical miſrepreſentations, in aa 
Addreſs, &c. on the alarms in regard to Popery; hath been, as 
he ſays himſelf, ** more particular in expoſing this part of the ar- 
% oument.” But every perſon of common ſenſe, who compares 
the argument itſelf with the expoſition, will oaly ſee how ridicu- 
lous even great abilities muſt ſometimes make themſelves, in order 
to ſupport a bad cauſe, by evading an argument which is ſelf- 
evident and unanſwerable. His expoſition is in the following 
words: Now that theſe ads are related to act 5th, 1690, as 
4 they all relate to religion, nobody will diſpute ; but that they 
« were ratified by an aQ tenor twelve years before they were made, 
« theſe gentlemen have the whole honour of diſcovering.” The 
compliment may certainly be returned to this gentleman, for he 
hath the whole honour of diſcovering that with and by are ſyno- 
pimous expreſſions —But not to waſte words on a point, which 
like an axiom needs only to be ſtated, the plain fact is this: 


If the words, Haill eller as of parliament relating _— &c. 
ö 3 
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25th Oct. 1760, Carleton-houſe. 1 Georcs III. King 
&« of Great Britain, c. Do faithfully promiſe and ſwear, 
& That I ſhall inviolably maintain and preſerve the ſettlement 
« of the true Proteſtant religion, with the government, wor- 
« ſhip and diſcipline, rights and privileges of the church of 
c Scotland, as eſtabliſhed by the /aws made there in profecu- 
« tion of the Claim of Right ; and particularly by an A# for 
& ſecuring the Proteſtant religion and Preſbyterian 6hurch governs 
& ment, and by the act paſſed in both kingdoms for the union 
& of the two kingdoms. So help me God f.“ % 


- 8 
* . 


R E MAR K I. 


Popery is not à religion which deſerves any favour ; much 490 
does it deſerve a favour, which cannot be granted without vis · 
lating the moſt ſacred parts of our- conſtitution. | 


Tux days have been when, in Scotland, a proof of this 
remark would have been at leaſt unneceſſary : But times are 
changed, and we are changed. Many. who ſtill bear the 
name of Proteſtants, are not aſhamed to plead for Pope 
and Papiſts, with all the cunning, as well as keenneſs of Je 
ſuits. When the principles of Popery are found fault with ; 
it is anſwered, they have no influence upon the actions of 
Papiſts. When the actions of Papiſts are found fault with, 
it is anſwered, they are not authoriſed by the principles of 
Popery. A few leading facts to blunt this two-edged 
ment are all that can be admitted in the preſent publication. 

The principles of Popery, fo far as they regard God and 
matters ſtrictly ſpiritual, are unſcriptural, antichriſtian, ido- 

U u latrous, 


have any meaning at all, they muſt mean the acts now in queſtions 
which are unalterably ratified, not by the act 5th, 1690, but by 
act jth, 1707, and with act 5th, 1690.— The act concerning pa» 
tronages 1690. c. 23. is the only other act any way relative to the 
Revolution ſettlement of our church, and from the tyrannical exe- 
cution of the Tory repeal of that act, 10-79 Anne, of which this 
gentleman and his friends have boaſted in our ſupreme eccleſiaſli- 
cal aſſembly, we may ſafely infer, that he will admit it to be none 
of the haill other acts ratified at the Union. 8 80 


+ This coronation oath is dictated by the forefaid act 1707, 
e. 6. and muſt be ſworn and ſubſcribed by every ſucceſſor at his 
acceſſion to the crown, * 


— — — 
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latrous, and blaſphemous; ſo far as they regard private mo- 
rality, they are moſt corrupt; and fo far as they regard ſociety 
and government, they are inconſiſtent with the peace and 
ſafety of every ſociety, and every government wherein they 
themſelves are not eſtabliſhed. _ * 
None but Papiſts will deny the firſt of theſe. The indul- 
gences and pardons which are and can be lawfully given by 
the prieſts, for all ſins paſt, preſent, and to come, are ſuffi- 
cient evidence of the ſecond. And the laſt, which only will 
be diſputed, and is chiefly in view at preſent, will be fully 
proved by the following extracts from papal decrees, conſti- 
tntions of councils, and writings of ſome popiſh authors. 
The ſupremacy and infallibility of the Biſhop 
Power of of Rome, which have been the foundation of 
the Pope. moſt of the Roman Catholic errors, are thus de- 
| ſcribed: The Pope (who repreſents on earth 
e not mere man but true God) has an heavenly power, and 
« therefore chang es the nature of things: In theſe things 


e that he wills, his will is inſtead of reaſon ;- nor is there 


„% any one that can ſay unto him, What doſt thou? For he 
« can diſpenſe with law. He can make juſtice injuſtice, by 
& altering and amending laws, and he has a plenitude or 
c fulneſs of power. Carginal Bellarmine, on the ſame 
principles; ſays, That“ if the pope ſhould conumand vice and 
* prohibit virtue, the church is bound to believe vice to be 
wif „and virtue to be evil, or it would ſin againſt con- 
* ſcience . The coincidence of this and ſimilar paſſages. 


with 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. is ſo remarkable, that one would almoſt 


miſtake them for a Proteſtant application of that text to An- 
tichriſt * the Man of fin, the ſon of perdition; who oppoſeth- 
« and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, or 


+& that is worſhipped ; ſo that he as God ſitteth in the tem- 


« ple of God, ſhewing himſelf that. he is God.” 
| Tetzel, 


* 


*UVnnoc. III. Clef. ad Decr, Greg. tit. 7. c. 3. 
A monk at Towrs mentioned by Stephanus, when preaching on 
this ſubject, carried the matter as high in theory as other Papiſts 
have carried it in practice ; he ſaid, If the pope and Chriſt were 
by him, and the. one commanded one thing, and the other another, 
he would obey. the pope rather than Chriſt. 9 


+ Bellarm. Rom. Pontiſ. lib. 4. c. 5. h 
Well might another popiſh author ſay ſeriouſly, what frem a Pro; 
tellant would ſeem. ironical, The wit and judgment of Catholics 
is to renounce their judgment and depoſe their wit. Creſc 
Append, CG. 7+ $ 8. N | ' 5 
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Tetzel, one of Luther's great opponents at the reforma- 
tion, maintained, as a ſtandard doctrine of the 

church of Rome, by which he was employed to Indyſgences. 
preach on the ſubject of Indulgences, That 

© their efficacy was ſo great, that the moſt heinous fins 
% would be remitted and expiated by them, and the perſon 
te be freed both from puniſhment and guilt. For twelve 


« pence you may redeem the ſoul of your father out of pur 
% gatory *,” TOW +4 ail 
The antolerancy and perſecuting ſpirit of the church of 


Rome is almoſt as often declared as the name of __ ._ 
Heretic, eſpecially Proteſtant Heretic, is men- Perſecuting 
tioned. The .4th council of Lateran decrees, principles of 
That “ Catholics wha take up the croſs, gird ap Popery. 
„their loins, and are active in exterminatin 
« heretics, ſhall enjoy the ſame privileges and indulgences 
« with perſons going to the relief of the Holy Land,” (of 
which this was one, a full remiſſion of all their fins if they 
died in the cauſe.)— And the fame council fays, that the 
<& ſecular powers ſhould be admoni/hed, and if 1: be neceſſary, 
« compelled by eccleſiaſtical cenſures, to 2. all heretics 
cout of their juriſdiction +.” The council of Toledo ſpeaks 
in terms ſtill ſtronger. We the holy cpuncil, promulgate 
\5* this ſentence or decree, pleaſing to God, that whoſoever 
« hereafter ſhall ſucceed to the kingdom, ſhall not mount 
« the throne till he hath /aworn to permit no man to live in 
« his kingdom who is not a Catholic. And if, after he hath 
„taken the reins of government, he ſhall violate his pro- 
& miſe, let him be Anathema Maranatha in the ſight of the 
| «© eternal 


* Chemnitz Examen Concil. Trident. | 

Tetzel mentions a crime which is perfectly ſhocking; ** Etiam// 
* Matrem Dei violaverit.” Even this, ſays he, could be expi- 
ated by an indulgence. If any one with 10 fee this doctrine of 
indulgences in its genuine colours, let him look into the Book of 
Rates. There à certain price is fixed at which a pardon may be 
obtained for almoſt every crime. Crimes which are unpardon- 
able by the laws of all civilized nations, nay, which no civil le- 
giſlature was ever ſo wicked as to think of, are here declared par- 
donable at a very eaſy rate,---the payment of a trifling ſum of 
money. Even though the authority of the infamous publications 
may be diſputed by Popiſh Proteſtants, for Papiſts admit many 
things their friends deny ; yet they have their full influence in 
Roman Catholic countries, where the ignorant populace cout: 
them equal to inſpired. | 


+ Can. 2. de Hæret. 


| | 
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c eternal God, and feuel for eternal fire.“ A cardinal of 
the firſt note, ſays, ** If it were poſſible to root out here- 
ties, without doubt they are to be deſtroyed root and 
« branch v. And a pope ſays, The perſon who doth 
* not abjure his herefy» and immediately return to the or- 
« thodox faith, ſhall be given wp to the ſecular judge, to 
1 receive the proper puniſhment of his crimes 4,” (i. e. in plain 
language, to be burnt.)—Zneas Sylvins, afterwards Pope 
ius II. informs us, that “ a decree was paſſed in the aſſem- 
« bly of the fathers” (the council of Conſtance) © againft 
e thoſe ſtubborn men,” (John Huſs and Jerome of Prague) 
„that they who rejected the doctrine of the church fbould 
« be burn f.“ Nay, they determined that “ heretics may 
be puniſhed, if they refuſe to revoke their errors, even 
* though they thould have come to the place where they 
bare to be judged, only upon the faith of a ſafe conduct, 
and without which they would not have come thither ||.” 
. The Emperor Sigiſmund, the patron and protector of that fa- 
maus council, was preſent at John Huſs's trial; and after all 
the procedure, thus addrefſed the fathers; Nou have 
heard the articles laid to the charge of John Huſs.“ (The 
very articles ſtill maintained by Proteſtants.) © In my opi- 
nion, there is not a frngle one among them that does not 
« call for the pans of fire. If therefore he do not re- 
© tract them all, I am for having him burnt.” And a 
little before he had ſaid to Huſs himſelf 3 “ For our part, 
we“ (alluding to his own explicit fafe conduct) - ſhall be 
« ſo far from 8 you in your errors and obſtinacy, 
te that toe will with our own hands kindle the fire to burn you.” 
Theſe horrid ſpeeches were received with applauſe by the 
council, of whoſe ſentiments they were but an echo. , And 
they are quoted with approbation by the lateſt popith writer 
in this kingdom g. | — | 
That no faith is to be kept with er e nay, that He- 
„ eh diſſolves public and every private obli- 
77 —.— * a doftrine {till more dangerous than 
of” fans, Sec. thoſe which have been mentioned, and utterly 
ſubverſive of the firſt principles of ſociety and civil govern- 
meut : Yet, if we may believe Papiſts themſelves, even this 
t ES af a” ww ar 2 ba -- 0s," } 0 is 
* Bellarm. de laic. 3. 22. p. 1319. 
1 Dec. Greg. lid. 35. 
t Hift. Bohim c. 36. 
| L' Enfant. vol. I. p. 358. 
$ Anſwer to W. A. D. by G. H. p. 70, 76, 99, Gc. 
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is a clear doctrine of Popery. The Pope's diſpenſing power, 
which is another moſt inſufferable 2 10 too 
fully appear from the following quotations. We (ſays one 
* of St. Peter's ſucceſſors) following the ſtatutes of our 
* deceſſors, do, by our apoſtolic authority, abſolve all thoſe 
« from their oath of fidelity who are bound to excommunicate per- 
« fons,” i. e. all Proteſtants without diſtinction) “ and we 
do by all means prohibit them to keep faith with them, until 
* they make ſatisfaction *.”—* Be it known (ſays another 
« Pope) to all who are under the juri/diF#ion of theſe who 
have openly fallen into hereſy, that they are free from the 
« obligation of fall, dominion, and every kind of obedience to 
& them, by whatever means or bond they are tied to them, 
% and how ſecurely forever they may be bound +.” Dr. Si- 
manca, a great popiſh commentator, gives a full explanation 
of this infamous decree. * Beſides (fays he) governors 
« of forts, and all kinds of vaſes are by this ſame bows 1 
„(of Pope Gregory IX.) freed from the bond of the oath where- 
« by they had promiſed fidelity to their lords and maſters. More- 
tc over, a Catholic wife is not obliged to perform the marriage 
« contract with an heretical huſband. If faith is not to be 
« kept with tyrants,' pirates, and other public robbers who 
„ kill the body, much leſs with obſtinate heretics vue kill the 
60 . If they are ſafe, the weak minds of the faithful will 
«© he enſnared by them. Ay, but it is a fad thing to break 
« faith. But, as faith Marius Salomonius, faith promiſed 
« againſt Chriſt, if kept, is verily perfidy. Juſtly re 
« were ſome heretics (John Huls, 800 burnt by the moſt 
« ſolemn judgment of the countil of Conſtance, although 
« they had been promiſed ſecurity. And St. Thomas (Aquinas) 
« Alſo is of opinion, that a Catholic might deliver over an 
% untractable heretic to the judges, notwithſtanding he had 
« pledged his faith to him, and even confirmed it by the folemnity 
« of an OATH. This is often ſaid by us, but it is neceffary 
© inceſſantly to repeat it f. — Pope Martin V. in an epiſtle to 
« Alexander, Duke of Lithuania, goes ſtill further, when he 
&« ſays: Be aſſured, thou ſinneſt mortally, if thou keep thy Faith 
&« with heretics g. The above commentator again adds, 
* That from the ſame Gregorian conſtitution, it is mani- 
ce feſt, that a heretic forfeits his title to all ſorts of dominion what- 
„ever; natural, over his children, who, by his hereſy, be- 

| | * come 


* Greg. VII. decr. p. 2. cauſ. 15. gueſt. 6. e. 4. 
* + Greg. IX. deer. lil. 5. ; 

} Simanc. Cathol, Inſt, tit. 46. de penis. 

Apud. Cochlaum bi. Huſs. lib. 5. 
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* come their owfi maſters; civil, over his ſlaves, who are 
© thereby ſet at liberty; and political over their ſubjects, 
„% who are no longer obliged to obey him “. - But not to 
inſiſt too long upon this difagreeable ſubject, a part of Pope 
Pius V's bull againſt Q. Elizabeth, which is not the leaſt 
fingular of theſe quotations, ſhall conclude the whole. It is 
entitled, The Damnation and Excommunication of Elizabeth 
Aae of England and her adherents f. Moreover, we do 
declare her to be deprived of her pretended title to the 
«kingdom aforeſaid, and of all dominion, dignity and pri- 
« vilege whatſoever ; and alſo, the nobility, ſubjefts and people 
% of the ſaid kingdom, aud all others which have in any fort 
* to her, to be for ever abſolved from any ſuch oath, and 
« all manner of duty and dominion, allegiance and obedience, as 
« we do, by authority of theſe preſents, abſolve them; and 
* do deprive the ſame Elizabeth of her pretended title to the 
* kingdom, and all other things aforeſaid : And ve com- 
% mand and interdi afl and every the noblemen, ſubjects, people, 
« and others aforeſaid, they preſume not to obey her, or her 
wv monitions, mandates and laws. Given at St. Peters, 
all fe A | | 
0 Such are the dreadful principles of the chureh of Rome! 
A MYSTERY OF INIQUITY indeed, as the apoſtle moſt 

emphatically ſtiles them f. Theſe were the very principles 
for denying and diſputing which, at the Reformation, many 
a ſaint obtained the crown of martyrdom g. Theſe very prin- 
ciples make ſtill an important part of the canon law, and 
conſequently every Papiſt is bound to maintain them, or 
muſt incur the curſes of the church ||. They are fill un- 
denied and unrepealeq by any public authority; and what- | 
ö - j ever 


* Simarc. de penis. p. 94. 

+ The hint of this, and moſt of the foregoing quotations, was 
taken from an excellent little Proteſtant Catechiſm, publiſhed ar 
Dumfries, written by the Rev. Mr E-—. And from a late very 
ſatisfactory publication by an Epiſcopal clergyman in Edinburgh, 
expoſing the popiſh doctrine of breaking faith with heretics. In 
4 letter, Dr. V. A. D. to Mr, G. H, ol popiſh biſhop. 


4 2 Theſ. ii. 7. | 
The names of theſe ſaints art net in the Calendar; but in 


ſpite of all the papal anathemas, they are written in the Lamb's 


The ſtile of theſe curſes is, Let him be Anathema ; let him 
incur the wrath of Almighty God, and of hi: bleſſed apeſtles Peter 
and Paul ; and every decree is concluded with ſuch a ſanctios. 
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ever /ome-in_ Proteſtant countries, in certain circumſtances, 
may think prudent to avow, at a more convenient ſeaſon, 


they will not conceal their real ſentiments . 
But would to God theſe were only principles / The moſt, 
horrid of them are confirmed by too many facts. - 
An enumeration of particulars would fill ſeveral Deeds of 
volumes. The mention of a few more remark- Popery. 
able and notorious inſtances may here ſuffice. | 
The fate of John Huſs in 1415, though there was not an- 
ther inſtance, would, by itſelf, be more than ſufficient. 
This early reformer was called to the council of, 
Conſtance to defend his doctrines, He knew Caſe of 
too well what Popery and Papiſts were, to truſt John Huſs. 
bare promiſes of ſafety, He got therefore a ſafe 
conduct, as ample and as ſacred as could be given: Vet, afte; 
all, no fooner does he arrive than he is imprifoned. —He is 
trie# by the council. —He is condemned as a heretic.—He 
is delivered over to the ſecular power, — And then he is of 
courſe, without further ceremony, committed to the flames. 
—To the everlaſting diſgrace of an infallible Pope, of a holy 
general council, of an orthodox Emperor ; and above all, 
of that religion by the ſpirit and inſtitutions ef which they 
were directed + | 
The maſſacres in France and Ireland are ſuch a ſtain upon 
the hiſtory of human nature, that they ought to be for ever 
buried in oblivion, if the ſource from which they ſprang 
were not ftill in exiſtence. Indeed, nothing but the prin- 
ciples of Popery could make them credible. | | 
On the 24th Auguſt 1572, (a ſaint's day is choſen Mafſacres 
to make the infernal deed the more meritorious,) of Paris. 
on St. Bartholomew's day, thouſands of the nobleſt | 
and beſt citizens of France were murdered in cold blood, with- 
out a moment's warning, in the ſtreets, in their own houſes, 
at : and 


* « It is indeed a marvellous thing,” as a late beautiful wri- 
ter on this ſubject ſays, to hear Proteſtants aſſerting that Po- 
« pery is reformed, when every Papiſt muſt affirm that ſhe con- 
„ tinues always the ſame.— She muſt abandon her pretence to 
* infallibility, before ſhe can be allowed to ſuppoſe any change. 
« For what was infallibly true yeſterday, muſt be equally true 
„to day and forever.” Mr, Porteous's ſermon, p. 18. and 24. 


+ The apologiſt of Popery in his Addre/7, &c. makes a great 
deal of noiſe on the ridiculous blunder, as he calls it, of charging 
the Pope with being at all to blame for John Huſs's death, 
becauſe no pope was preſent at that preciſe time ia the 9 of 


— — 
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and in their beds f. This was all done by the hands of Papiſts 
. prieſts and Jeſuits) againſt their on countrymen, 

r no other offence but their being Proteſtants. It was all 
done by the expreſs command of Charles XI. who reckoned 
moſt Chriftian King to be his peculiar title. It was done at 


the very time when the Proteſtants were more than ever 


careſſed 


| Conſtance. And the fact no doubt is, that this famous council 


did; by their conduct, contradict their own molt abfurd, though 
moſt fundamental principles, reſpecting the Pope's ſupremacy : 
They depoſed no leſs than two pontiffs, John XXIII. and Benedict 
NHL.” They forced a third, viz. Gregory XII. to reſign, and 
laſt of all, Martin V. was choſen by them to bear the triple crown. 
But granting all this, nay more, that Huſs was murdered during 
an interregoum, yet what will it avail, unleſs it be alſo ſhown, 
that this council neither met under the Pope's authority, nor had 
their proceedings ratified by a papal bull. 


+ The numbers who about this time were maſſacred throughout 
France cannot be aſcertained. At Paris alone, Thuanus tells us, 

o, ooo fell upon the fatal day, and above 500 of theſe were no- 

lemen or perſons of the firſt diſtinction. The fate of Admiral 
Coligni is ſuch a ſhocking piece of popiſh treachery and cruelty, 
that it deſerves particular notice. He, with the other chiefs of the 
Proteſtants, was invited to Paris, under the moſt ſolemn promiſes 
of ſafety, to attend the nuptials of the King's filter. She was 
married to the King of Navarre, a Proteſtant prince, in order, as 
was pretended, to unite for ever the two jarring parties, When the 
admiral came, he was received and continued to be treated with 
more than uſual kindneſs. On the 23d of Auguſt, when going home 
from court, he was twice fired at on the public ſtreet, in preſence 
of many friends, and was thereby twice wounded in the right 
arm. To prevent this unſucceſsful attempt from ſtopping the 
great deſigu already ripe for execution, the king proteſted with 
moſt ſolemn oaths to all the Proteſtants, that they were in perfect 
ſafety; and even went in the afternoon to viſit the admiral, and 
poured forth a volley of hypocritical threatnings agaioſt the villain - 
ous conſpirator, whoſe eſcape had been previouſly ſecured. Alt 
ſuſpicions were thus once more remoyed ; when at 12 o'clock 
that very night, the great bell was tolled. The aſſaſſins aſſemble. 
By the royal order the admiral is their firſt object. His doors 
are burſt open, and this gray-headed ſervant of his country is 
butchered in his bed chamber by the hands of a German boy. 
Nor could even death ſatiate their cruelty ; the lifeleſs carcaſs 
was, for days together, openly abuſed, in a manner that is too 
horxid to relate. Tis ſaid the head was ſent a preſent to the pope. 
A grateful offering, no doubt, to an. incarnate dzmon. With 
more than belliſh blaſphemy, he ſung Te Deum for the victory. 


- 
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careſſed at court, and all religious animoſities in the nation 
ſeemingly at an end *. The bloody work being over, its a- 
pologies, and even panegyrics, with the moſt extravagant en- 
comiums reſounded throughout every corner of the church: 
Nay, when the news of the maſſacre were brought to Rome, 
the holy Father himſelf, Gregory XIII. went in proceſſion to 
St. Lewis's church, and there - Quale thou, O earth, at the 
unparalleled impiety | Tremble, ye heavens ! Thou ſun and thou 
moon be darkened ! and ye flars withdraw your ſhining ! There 
public ſolemn thanks were offered to the all-merciful Crea- 
tor ; the all-gracious Redeemer of mankind, for what devils 
alone could behold without deteſtation and abhorrence +. 
The 23d of Auguſt 1641, exhibited a ſcene in Ireland 
{till more ſhocking, if poſſible, than the maſſacre 
of Paris. Every Papiſt was an executioner, and Maſſacre 
every Proteſtant, without diſtinction of rank, age in Ireland. 
or ſex, was a devoted victim f. Though the plot 
was diſcovered in time, to prevent the bloody havock it muſt 
have made in Dublin; yet in other parts of the kingdom, 
above a hundred thouſand Proteſtants were butchered by the 
hands of their popiſh neighbours, with whom they had for 
ſome time before lived in more than ordinary friendſhip. 
The whole country was a field of blood and cruelty. Sim 
ple death is an uncommon mercy from a Papiſt. heart 
of a ſavage would recoil from the narrative of ſuch cruel- 
ties, as were every where committed h. How: ſtrongly cha- 
racteriſtic is St. John's prophetical deſcription of the church 
of Rome ? It looks like * motto of her hiſtory * 
| 5 e- 


* Dr. Robertſon tells us, that two years before this, in 1570. 
Charles bad already begun to meditate that conſpiracy againſt 
* the Hugonots, which marks his reiga with ſuch infamy. It 
© required much leiſure and perfe& tranquillity to bring that ex- 
'« ecrable plan to maturity. Hit. Scot. vol. ii. p. to. 

- + To preſerve this cauſe of gratitude freſh in every memory, 
the trauaRion was exhibited at Rome in a magnificent picture: 
Inſcribed The triumph of the church. A triumph truly with a 
vengeance over both Chriſtianity and humanity at once. | 


t If this maſſacre was entirely the plan and work of private pa- 
piſts, and we have no authority to think otherwiſe, it is the more 
unambiguous proof of the principles of Popery 

The following are a very few extracts from Sir John Parſon's 


hiſtory of the maffacre, which he took from examinations upon 
k | oa 
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Reformation. { faw her drunken with the bleod of the ſaints, 
gud with the bla of te martyrs , | Feſus, Rev. xvii. 6. 
The detign of the · Papiſts, to deſtroy with one blow the 


i ee, Fee, King and both. houſes of N on the 
| 72 er 25th,Ottober ? 1605, need hardly be menti- 
Pr. oned. The Gun-poyder plot is yet publicly 
rrememberec: And while Britain continues to 
be a nation, . ſhe- ought never to forget either the authors of 
chat helliſn conſpiracy, or the kind interpoſition of provi- 
dence which diſcovered it on the very eve of execution. 
The private plots, conſpiracies,” and aſſaſſinations, carried 
on by the votaries of Rome, would be end-. 
Private Plats. leſs: to recount. Even popith, princes and 
popes themſelves have fallen ſacrifices to 
theſe deluded: wretches who have baen made to believe, — 


oath. / In fome pariſhes 200 families were murdered. and de · 
% ſtroyed. To tnany the bloody villaing ſhowed ſo much favour 
ens ſuddenly to diſpatch them; for others they held a ſudden 
& death too eaſy. © They therefore impriſoned ſome in beaſlly 
% dungeons, full of dirt and mire, and there clapping bolts on 
% their heels, ſuffered them to periſh-at leiſure ; others they bar- 
« barouſly * and left languiſting on the high- ways, crying 
„ out but for ſo much -mercy, as to be deliverid out of their 
* pain; others they buried alive. In Clownis in the county of 
% Termanogh there were 17 perſons having been hanged till they 
* = half dead, caſt together into a pit, and being covered over 
« with a little earth, lay pitifully, ſending out moſt lamentable 
«« groans for a long time.—Some were deadly wounded, and fo 
t hanged upon tenter-hooks; ſome had ropes tied about their 
« necks, and ſo drawn through the water.“ The inhuman 
* monſters'hung up women great with child, whoſe bellies they 
«« ript up as they hung, and fo let the little infants fall out: 
ct Sometimes they/gave their children to ſwine ; fome the dogs 
„ eat; and ſome taken alive out of their her's bellies, they 
, caſt into ditches :' Some had their brains knocked out; others 
de were trampled- uoder foot: Some were found in the fields ſuck- 
« ing the breaſts of their murdered mothers; others were ſtarved 
« in caves, crying out to their mothers, rather to ſend them out 
« to be killed by the rebels, Multitudes of men, women and 
* children were found drowned ; caſt into ditches, boggs and 
< tarf-pits, the ordinary ſepulchre of the Britiſh nation. Mul- 
* titudes were incloſed in houſes, which being ſet on fire, they 
« were moſt miſerably conſumed : Some were dragged from ſick- 
® beds to the place of execution, Cc. Cc. &c. 

8 Quit talia fando,—— temperet a lacrymis. 

This is gow the 5th of November, N. 8. 
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they did Gop good ſervice by the commiſſion of the blackeſt 
crimes “. The many well known plots againſt Queen Eliza- 
beth of England, need not be mentioned; and thoſe who 
are acquainted with the hiſtory of Scotland, muſt remember 
that for a long time poſterior to the Reformation, The 
6 » was kept in continual terror and agitation, by the 
« many ſucceſſive conſpiracies of Papiſts +; ROC LIES, 
The Inquiſition deferves here to be remembered. That 
Horrid engine of cruelty, which one could ſcarce | 
believe the malice of hell itſelf would have Viguiſſtion. 
invented, was firſt erected by Pope Innocent | 
III. for the diſcovery and extirpation of Proteſtants, and 
is ſtill continued by his ſucceſſors tor the ſame purpoſes ; nay, 
it is countenanced and <ſtabliſhed by ſecular princes of the 
Roman Catholic perſuaſion. $a, | 
The Cruiſade, or Holy War, as the holy father impiouſly 
called the war raiſed up by himſelf, and carried on by bis 
legate, againſt the Proteſtants who hore the * + © % 
title of. Waldenſes and Albigenſes ; the long Perſecutions 
continued perſecutions in Bohemia and other in Germany, 
parts of Germany z—the later ones in France &c. 
and in the Netherlands ;—all open a wide 
field, which however tragical, ought to be often reviewed 
by Proteſtants, ſo long às Popery and Papiſts have an exiſt- 
epce in the world x. * 
e 


© 


Father Paul himſelf tells us, that there were no leſs than fifty 
conſpiracies inſtigated by prieſts and Jeſuits, againſt Henry 10. 
of France, a prince juſtly ſirnamed che Great. One Chaſtel having 
failed in an attempt of aſſaſſination was, after his execution by the 
band of juſtice, celebrated as à glorious martyr. The famous Ra- 
villiac, at laſt gave the fatal blow, Henry bad renounced his re- 
ligion to ſatisfy the Papiſts; but he ſtill retained ſo much huma- 
nity and Chriſtianity, that he could not perſecyte the Proteſtaots, 
and this was all his crime. The only crime almoſt for which the 
church of Rome cannot give a pardon. | 


+ Robertſon's biftory of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 179. 


| t To enter into theſe at preſent, would be much too tedious 

| for the nature of this publication. But it were well worth the 

Pains of any perſon who has leiſure, to collect a full and particular 
accoyint of all the popilſh perſecutions ſince the yery dawn of the 
reformation in the 14th century, Fadds are in every caſe the moſt 
unanſwerable and conviocing arguments. 


— 


- 


* 


* 
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= The perſecutions in England under Queen 
Perſecutions Mary, 75 to a Britiſh Proteſtant, (ven 
in Britain. ſtrongeſt of all teſtimonies againſt the church 
of Rome. The torturing fire was ſcarce ever 
_ extinguiſhed during that bloody reign. The moſt ſacred 
and moſt reſpectable perſons were not 1 z nay, women 
and children were brought to the ſtake for the word of Go 
and teſtimony of Jeſus f. And what ſhall we ſay more? 
argument might be brought ſtill nearer to ourſelyes: 
But time would fail to mention the ſufferings of the church 
of Scotland, and what our forefathers endured from the 
hands of Papiſts. They had trials of cruel mockings and 
* ſcourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and impriſonments;“ 
nay, of torture and death in their moſt inhuman ſhapes. 
© They were deſtitute, afflicted and tormented; (of whom 
« the world was not worthy) they wandered in d „ and 
in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. Heb. 
V. 30% &c. | 5 
— i..  . 
REMARK III. | 
De reſtraints which our laws lay upon Popery and Papiſts, are 
ſuch as were neceſſary and proper when impoſed, ſuch as ought 
not now or ever to be taken off. = | | 
Tnx very name of religious toleration is juſtly dear ts 
Proteſtant. 'The idea of perſecution for conſcience 
fake is moſt odious and deteſtable. But we muſt beware of 
being miſled by mere ſounds. It is an abſolute abuſe of words, 
to apply either toleration or perſecution to the preſent * 


- + Though this horrid reign was ſhortened for the eleQ's ſake, 
yet, in the ſpace of five years, many hundreds were publicly ſacri- 
Feed to the cruelty of popiſh prieſts, and the bigotry of the filly 
Queen; who, as Biſhop Burnet gells us, was perſuaded ſhe could 
never have a child, if ſhe did not extirpate every heretic in the 
kingdom. Among them were five biſhops, of which number were 
Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, three of the greateſt men in the 
age; twenty one other divines, eight gentlemen, twenty fix married 
women, twenty widows and virgins, two boys, and two infants, 
Biſhop Buriet after mentioning the particulars of many ſhock- 
jog executions, or, as he very properly calls them, inhuman 
butcheries, during the year 1556; he concludes with ſaying, 
„That in all 85 were this year burnt, without any regard bad to 
* age or ſex, to young or old, or the lame and the blind ; —— 
W % 9.07%, „% „„ oo wa 
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Had Popery only this one fault, its intolerant nature and 


practice, even that would make a public toleration of it al- 


together abſurd; but conſidering all its horrid characters 
which are written with blood in every part of Europe, nay, 


in every quarter of the globe, ſuch a toleration becomes the 
moſt wanton folly an& madneſs. Liberty is no doubt facred, 


but who ever maintained that it onght to be extended to its 
very enemies? that we ſhould give rights to others, which 
are inconſiſtent with the ſafety of dur on? If there be any 
reaſon for tolerating Popery, there muſt be the ſame for to- 
lerating blaſphemy, atheiſm, ſuperſtition and idolatry of 
every kind *, not excepting the barbarous cuſtom of ſacri- 
ficing human victims. By the bye, even in this laſt article, 
Indians have been outdone by Papiſts f. Nay, upon a ſimi- 
lar principle, we muſt tolerate re to our king, avowed 
enemies of our preſent conſtitution ; perhaps, it were no 


more than truth to ſay, that the one includes the other, and 


one act of indemnity wi o for both. | 

As to perſecution for Wnſcience ſake, it is in no caſe al- 
lowable. A man may be an atheiſt, a blaſphemer, an ido- 
later, a rebel, a Papiſt, or all in one, if contradictions can 
exiſt together, and yet, if he be only ſo in his heart, and 
do not diſturb others, no human laws ſhould interfere. 
Our laws againſt Popery never did, and never will interfere. 
They do not allow perſecution even of our perſecutors. What- 
ever ſome, miſled by the groſs miſrepreſentations of the friends 
bf Popery, may imagine, they mnſt, upon an impartial view 
of the real facts, be convinced, that if the principles of Po- 
pery were not ſheltered under the ſacred name of #eligion, 


they could not with any propriety be allowed ſuch a tolera- 


tion as they enjoy. | 8 
The chief enactments againſt Popery, beſides the abolition 

o it as the eſtabliſhed religion, may be all comprehended in 
theſe four particulars. 1/, An abſolute prohibition of the 

of . — 4, . public 


* raiſed ſo extreme an averſion in this nation to Popery, that. it 
is no wonder if the apprehenſion of being again brought under 
** ſo tyrannical a yoke, break our into moſt violent and convulſive 
« ſymptoms.” Hiſtory of the Reformation abridged, p. 305. 

* See 1649. c. 28. 1661. c. 
atheiſm and blaſphemy are as ſevere as thoſe againſt Popery, If 
we repeal the one, we muſt, on the ſame principles, repeal the 
other, and may do it with much leſs danger. 

+ The Spaniards, who all along carried the papal bulls as their 
authority, committed moſt of their cruelties, in zeal to him, 

© Whoſe darling title is the Püix cx or PzAcs. * 


See Dr. Robe-tſon's hiſtory of America, vol. i. p. 48, Kc. 


| vol. ii. P · 174. 


1695. c. 5. Theſe adds againſt | 


E rr 
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public «exerciſe of Popery, by public churches and ſchools 

= eſpecially by the celebration of that wicked and idola- 

trous inſtitution of the maſs. 56 An abſolute prohibition 
5 


of all pepiſb biſhops, ſeminary prieſts, Feſuits, popiſh teachers of 
1 1 Pobiſt t. bal whi 2 
are to be enforced by banaſhment and forfeiture, with the 
uſual certification in baniſhments, of the judges having a 
power to inflict ſuch puniſhment as they ſhall think proper, 
in caſe of a return, being ſtill of the ſame character. 3d, 
Some proviſions for having the children of Papiſts educated 
by Proteſtants. 4#hly and /afily, A diſqualification of Papiſts, 
while ſuch, from enjoying Her itable rights, either by purchaſe 
or ſucceſſion. r 9/08 | 
When ſome of theſe laws were framed, the gibbets on 
which Proteſtants had ſuffered were ſcarcely taken down 
the flames in which they endured the moſt cruel of all deaths 
were but juſt 3 When the reſt were made, theſe 
things were ſtill freſh in every Ns remembrance.” Our 
enemies themſelves then being judges ;' theſe laws muſt ap- 
pear to have been, at that time at caſt, gentle and humane 
to admiration. And ourſelves being judges, we cannot ſee 
(eſpecially conſidering how mildly they are executed) why 
they ſhould undergo any alteration, and much leſs why 
they ſhould be totally repealed. _ | | 
If the principles of the Reformation are indeed to be ſup- 
ported as the principles of true Chriſtianity, it is impoſſible 
to diſpenſe with the two firſt prohibitions. Can it be ſaid 
that the Proteſtant religion is properly eſtabliſhed and pro- 
tected, if its enemies are allowed publicly to profane and ana- 
thematize its moſt ſacred ordinances and doctrines? Can 
we pretend the ſmalleft regard to the maintenance of theſe 
doctrines, if we countenance public popiſh ſchools for per- 
verting youth, and allow ſeminary prieſts and Jeſuits, who 
will compaſs ſea and land to make proſelytes, publicly to 
ſpread their abominable errors? As to the. ſtatutory provi- 
lions reſpecting the education of children of Papiſts, we ay 
” - 8 


t It is not very clear what 1 7 phraſe means. Trafficking 
Papiſts were probably ſo ſtiled their ſelling indulgences, re- 


licts, and other inſtruments of ſuperſtition. The only explanation 
of the name in our acts is this, © Whoever ſhall by writing, ſpeak - 
„ing, or otherways, debauch and pervert any of his Majeſty's 
*« ſubjects to the errors and ſuperſtitions of Popery, ſhall be held 
« and proceeded againſt and puniſhed as a trafficking Papilt,” 
1 696. c. 28. x | 


bluſh to hear them TER as. to the of our 
forefathers, they ſhow that Proteſtants had once ſome of 
that zeal for 1 true religion, which Papiſts have for the 

wad rac age put us in mind that theſe times are now no 


"The laſt reſtriftion vith r d to heritable property, is 
no lefs wiſe and neceſſary. op 
— land muſt give influence in the government. In a free 
like this, they are in a great degree inſeparable. 
Unlel⸗ therefore we wiſh again to Ay under the government 
of Papiſts, we muſt preſerve this limitation, It may be faid, 
there are other limitations which, independent of this, will 
keep out Papiſts from any thare in the government. But 
fuppoſe them poſſeſſed of a great part of the landed property, 
no other; limitations can ever bind them. If, in their pre- 
ſent ſituation, they can ſo eaſily get the aſl of 8 conſti- 
tution broke down, it will then be po great difficulty to get 
the gates thrown open. The tottering ſituation of our land- 
ed intereſt, the avidity with which 85 will unite to pur - 
chaſe. eſtatos, and the policy with which will ſecure 
them from ever coming again into the hands of Proteſtants , 
are-all.circumftances which might be dreaded as having the 
ſame unhappy tendency. It merits obſervation, that 397 
noblemen and gentlemen who. are profeſſed Papiſts, {till en- 
joy their eſtates; nay, by ſome — invention, (for what 


law can bind their zeal and ie ba I they have found it- 
u 


practicable to enjoy all the politica ence from theſe 
eſtates which Proteſtant proprietors could have enjoyed. 
There are not wanting inſtances where one nobleman hath 
ſo ſplit his qualifications, as to command upon his own eſtate, 
independent of all other influence, a fourth part of the whole 
votes in a 6 2 n an evil which n 
| o See 1695. c. 26. entcled, ag diſcharging popil perſons to pre- 
ge eg, Proteſtant heirs in ſucceſſioo. This, which is 2 
and of new enacted 19008. muſt fall with the reſt. Ao amend- 
ment for preſervibg this reſtriftioo propoſed by a biſhop in England, 
and the only one objection made to the bill, was over-ruled ; ſo 
that if the — laws di ſinherit Popiſh Heirs where there are Pro- 
teſtant ones, the new law will in fact difiaberit Proteſtant Heirs 
r ys 


every country the poſſeſſion - 


— 
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REMARK" IV. 


The t repeal ei 6 v fall ine of ge dg, 


and popiſh ſcheols ; an abſolute toleration of popiſh biſhops, ſemi- 
. nary prieſts and Feſuits; and a full right to Papiſts of —_— 
eee of 0 on: 20 l 


Wu ar leſs can it be, when every prokibition, refiralie 


and diſability, in theſe reſpects, are utterly removed? The 
nation was much in the dark about the laws againſt py 
but they have been altogether miſtaken as to this 


They were told, and by thoſe who might- at leaſt fave 


known the truth, that nothing more was intended than' cor- 
recting certain barbarous ſtatutes, and removing ſome've 
ſevere civil diſabilities which had no connection either wi 
government or religion. Upon the information now given; 
let every one judge if the caſe be ſo. He that runs may 
read, and ſee that nothing but a direct r&eſtabliſhment” of 


Popery could go further. Upon this it were ſuperfluous to 


infiſt. A few obſervations, however, may not be improper 


— 


2 the oath which every Papiſt muſt take, who claims 


vilege of the repeal. 
cer oath, though perhaps the beſt that could be deviſed 


on the occaſion; is evidently unavailable, and only ſhows 
the impoflibility of binding any Papiſt, till he is looſed from 
his preſent fetters.—He abjures and renounces allegiance to 
ha ender, though he knows his own religion was the 
very cauſe of King James's depoſition. Can ever a Papiſt 
believe Popery a ſufficient, or even a lawful cauſe of abjura- 
tion ?—He ſwears allegiance to the preſent royal family, yet 
he knows the title of the houſe of 
of Britain to be founded on their heing Proteſtant, and diſ- 
countenancing Popery. Tis impoſſible the allegiance of a 
Papiſt to ſuch title can be Cooke. — — He declares, that he 
rejects certain impious principles, the lawfulnefs of murdering 


heretics, of keeping no faith with them, and of depoſing or 


murdering excommunicated princes; yet, from this very 
renunciation, theſe princi les are ſuppoſed to have been his 
faith till he took the oath: And it is ſelf-evident, that an 
oath can in no ſhape alter any perſon's faith ; it may alter his 
_ profeſſion, but can never, in the nature of the thing, do 
more. Aud therefore, he was either no Papiſt 8 . — 


Hanover to the throne 
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he is ſtill one, and a perjured one too. But were all this 


otherwiſe, it-would not be enough ; for he muſt ſtill retain 

e principle (if he retain any thing of Popery at all) which 
makes every other renunciation go 15 nothing; and that is, 
No Papiſt hath any power over his faith, or even the de- 
clarations of it. Tana obedience to ecclgſiaſtical ſuperiors is 
the fundamental and moſt eſſential dactrine of the cherch of Rome. 
—— The next article of the oath, which is equally ineffec- 
tual,” fully confirms this obſervation. —He diſclaims only the 


civil juriſdiction of the pope, and other Romiſh prelates, 


within this realm ; which is more than tacitly declaring their 


ſpiritual ſupremacy, their abſolute dominion over the conſei- 


ence, their infallible wiſdom in all matters of faith and prac- 
tice.” While this is unrenounced, all renunciations muſt be 
mere mock and contradiftion. —The laſt article is, for the 
ſame reaſon, perfectly ridiculous. He declares the pope can 
give no diſpenſation to free him from this oath; yet he be- 
lieves the pope can diſpenſe with every oath and obligation; 


eſpecially where religion is concerned; and indeed, while 
the ſupremacy and infallibility are admitted, that diſpenſing 


power mult be a neceflany conſequence. —But all this is ſworn 
to without evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſervation. and 
who is ſo childiſh as to think that theſe can give greater 
ſtrength to the oath, or that he who is capable of evading 
the ordinary meaning of the plaineſt words (which is' even _ 
ſuppoſed of every Papiſt by the addition) that he cannot 
evade theſe with the ſame facility *. In one word, while a 
man remains an avowed Papiſt, none of his oaths, in any 
terms, can give the ſmalleſt ſecurity . Our forefathers 
knew this well when they framed the Formula, which is 4 
remarkable contraſt to the oath now under conſideration. — 
The very princigge, viz. — which binds all other people 
| y on 


® By the bye, this part of ſome of our oaths, which was never 
known in the world til] Popery introduced it, ought to be aboliſh- 


ed, not only as a reflection upon man's vMacity, but next to 3 


profanation of the invecated preſence of the Deity. , 


+ «© The Romiſh church transfers breach of faith to heretics ' 
0 from the liſt of crimes to that of duties.” Dr. Roles t/on's hiſtory - 
of Scotland, vol. I. p. 330. | 

Biſbop Burnet in a ſpeech in the Houſe of Peers, when men- 
tioning the Pope's power of diſſolving oaths and treaties, ſaidz 


that © the late King” (William 111. viz. ) © told him, that the 


German Prœeſtant princes knew it went for a 2maxim among 


Peril 
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on the face of the earth to the performance of their oath, 


effectually liberates a Papiſt from all obligation. But grant 


the moſt that can be aſked. The perſon ſwearing may bind 

- himſelf perſonally, but he does not thereby either alter the 

nature of Popery, nor does he bind his children and con- 

nections among whom he propagates his religion in its real, 
apes. ie 


natural and moſt abominable 


CONGLUSI ON. 
From the foregoing remarks viewed ſcharately and together, ir 
appears, That ihe propeſed repeal of our afts. againſt Popery, 
it, in every reſpef, dangerous and inempedient; and -ought 
therefore 'to be oppoſed by all the true friends of Scetland, and 
her deareft rights, her religious and her civil liberties. 


DE ar countrymen, fellow-citizens, and fellow Proteſtants, 
can you conſider the facts now laid before you, and yet heſi- 


tate about this concluſion ? 


Have you fully attended to the conſequences of violatin 

the Claim of Right, that Magna Charta of the kingdom 

Have we but this one barrier againſt Popery and deſpotiſm ? 
And ſhall we, without concern, allow it to be broken down ? 
Hiſtory ſeems univerſally to ſupport the. obſervation, That 
civil liberty and Popery (which is only another name for ſpi- 
| 5 | | | ritual 
„ popiſh princes, that their werd and faith bound them as they 
ec were men and mggabers of ſociety; but that their oaths, being 
acts of religion, were ſubjc to the direction of their confeſſors; 
„and that they apprebending this, did, in all their treaties with 
** the princes of. that religion, depend upon - their honour, but 


never aſked the confirmation of an oath, which had been the 
* practice of former ages.” —* The Proteſtants of France thought 


« they had gained an additional ſecurity for obſerving the edict 
«« of Nartz, when ſwearing to obſerve it was made a part of the 


'*«« Coronation-oath ; but it is probable this very thing undermined 


„and ruined it,” Hiſtery of bis own times, Year 1712, 
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ritual ſlavery) can never exiſt together v. How ſtrongly muſt 
this apply to Scotland ! Credulity itſelf cannot believe that 
the houſe of Stuart was depoſed for their attachment to Po- 
pery 3 and yet Papiſts remain friends to the Revolution. 
The abdicated royal family, and the abdicated religion, muſt 
-necefſarily have the ſame view, as they have the fame inte- 
reſt, The ſucceſſors of both are inſeparable, and are equally 
called intruders. Our forefathers juſtly dethroned their king 
becauſe he was a Papi/? ; and ſhall we encourage Popery, to 
reinſtate him ?—The friends of Proſtantiſm, of liberty, and 
of the houſe of Hanover, as the pillars of both, muſt with 
one voice declare againſt it. | | 

Have you conſidered how ſacred the articles of the Union 
ſhould be always reckoned ? Our union with England is not 
a federal union, like that of the Dutch provinces, where 
each kingdom retains its own ſeparate government; but an 
incorporating union, bygwhich we have but one legiflature z 
and that legiſlature, from the nature of the thing muſt be 
_ abſolute while the union ſubſiſts. Of this legiſlation we have, 
and can have but a ſmall proportion . In all matters that 
equally concern the whole kingdom it is fo far well; but in 
any matters wherein we retain our ancient religion, laws and 
cuſtoms peculiar to ourſelves, we muſt be abſolute ſlaves of 
England, dependent on a foreign power. To prevent this, 
certain articles were made conditions of the Union; and of 
conſequence unalterable. Allow a Britiſh parliament” to in- 
fringe one, any one of them, and our ſecurity, our dignity 
is gone.—Will Scotſmen bear even the thought of this with 
patience ? rt, >. 

But is it indeed poſſible, you will wantonly make ſuch 
foolith and ſuch mean conceſſions for the ſake of Po- 
| pery? Have you not heard, have not your fathers told Jous 
W 


* An elegant writer, whoſe authority on the preſent occaſion, 
will not be queſtioned by the frjends of Popery, obſerves, That 
the implicit ſubmiſſion to all her decrees which the Romiſh 
church exacts, prepares and breaks the mind for political 
« ſervitude.— HER SYSTEM OF SUPERSTITION IS THE FIRM» 
* EST FOUNDATION OF CIVIL TYRANNY,” Dr. Robertſon's 


Hiſtory of Scotland, vol. i. p. 156. 


+ The Britiſh Houſe of Commons conſiſts of 558 members, of 
which only 45 are Scots. The Houſe of Peers may be enereaſed 


at the pleaſure of the king; we can only have 16 repreſenting our 
nobility. | | 


4 


348 VIEWS. or Tux STATUTES, Ss. 


what an unworthy object yau have choſen for a favourite? 
Hut ſay you, once indeed Popery was odious, now Papiſts 
are very good ſubjects, and very good neighbours ; we nei- 
ther fear plots nor maſſacres, which made our fathers dread 
them, If it indeed be ſo, Pray what hath produced this 
wonderful reformation ? It ſurely was not their religion. It 
muſt cither have been the laws, or the manners of the coun- 
try in which they live. If the firſt, which unqueſtionably, 
is in a great meaſure the cauſe “; it is the ſtrongeſt poſſible 
reaſon againſt altering our laws: And, if the ſecond, which 
may in part be the cauſe, we may ſurely truſt in our civili- 
zation as well as theirs. Were our laws ever ſo ſevere, Pa- 
piſts themſelves acknowledge the execution of them is by no 
means ſo. . While both continue as at preſent, there will be 
no reaſon to complain. And thould we grow ſavages, their 
growing better than ſavages is not tg be expected. 

Have you not even ſeen that the Feppoſed ſeverity of our 
laws is a miſtake ? They probibit and reſtrain Popery and 
Papiſts, no farther than is neceſſary to maintain the Pro- 
teſtant religion and a free government. But, at any rate, 
conſidering the very gentle execution of theſe laws, an ex- 
preſs repeal of them would indeed be a compliment to Pa- 
piſts, which they ſhould be aſhamed to aſk. Where is the 
popiſh country in which Proteſtants are not yet by law con- 
demned to death, to the worſt of deaths, even to burning +? 


7 . 


. » Before the caſe happened in any Proteſtant country, Cardinal 

Bellarmine gave direction about it, in a paſſage, part ef which 
hath been already quoted: If it were poſſible (ſays he) to root 
& out the heretics, without doubt they ought to be deſtroyed 
* root and branch; but if it cannot be, becauſe they are ſtronger 
* than we; and there is danger, if they ſhould oppoſe us, that 
% we ſhould be wortted, then we are to be quiet,” De Laic, 
3» 22. p. 1319. Ao ; „„ 111 


I $0 late as the year 1962, Mr. R:chette a Proteſlant miniſter, 
and three of the French noblefſe ſuſpected of Proteſtantiſm, were 
openly and- barbarouſly murdered at Thovlouſe in France, for 
their religion alone. Where the French laws do not inflict death 
and torture-upon Proteſtants, they appoint the men to be con- 
demned to ſerve in the gallies for life, and the women to be ſhorn 
and for ever impriſoned, This ſentence is to be pronounced, and 
the puniſhment-iofl:Qed, without ſo much as the formality, or even 
Appearance a trial, And what is worlt of all, the unhappy 
victims are prohibited from leaving the country, under til] 1 - 
verer ſanctions. Sce Crdinan. Louis XV. 1124. and 1745. 
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Who is not r to ſee a Papiſt, M this very country, at 
this very time, pleading for a toleration of Popery; and in 
the moſt jeſuitical manner, acknowledging and defending the 
| — and riety of perſecuting, nay, of deſtroying 
Proteſtants for conſcience fake. f 
The revocation of the edict of Nantz, is ſuch a contraſt to 
our preſent, propoſed repeal, that it deſerves to be particularly 
mentioned. There have been more Proteſtanys, and conſe- 
quently more religious, perhaps more civil liberty in France, 
* in any Catholic Badem of Europe. Notwithſtandin 
the horrid maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, there were ſtill fo 
many as to be able, almoft with their own ſtrength, to raiſe 
Henry the Great to the throne. He, from the bent of his 
own principles, as well as from gratitude to his friends, paſ- 
fed an edict at Nantz, abrogating or ſuſpending the ſangui- 
nary laws againſt the Proteſtants. Near a century afterwards, 
1685, Lewis XIV. under the influence of popiſh councils, 
and of his own bigotry, revoked this edict +, and by one 
deed half depopulated his kingdom. Thouſands and ten 
thouſands of the very beſt citizens, particularly the moſt in- 
ioùs in every art and ſcience, fled to Britain and Holland, 
m the place where they could not live a day in ſafety. See 
here the. true ſpirit of Popery, witt»every circumftance to 
make it moderate. Lewis was th&gatron of all liberal arts 
and ſciences, to ſuch a degree,gthatn this very account, he 
was called Lewis the Great. France was then at the very 
| ſummit of civilization. The Proteſtants were the moſt in- 
duſtrious, dutiful ſubjects, and aſked no new encourage- 
ments; yet, in ſpite of all, Popery muſt perſecute. Indeed, 


* See Anſwer to W. A. D. by G. H. every where, particularly 
p. 21. 34+ 70. Cc. Quære. Mult not the Engliſh oath which diſ- 
claims murdering (though not perſecuting) heretics, be a little 
enlarged for our Scots Papiſts? 5 

The impudence of this ſcurrilous Jeſuit is really aſtoniſhing. 
He again and again calls the doctrines of the Reformation impious 
and peſiiferous. John Huls's crime, which he, in almoſt every 
page, boldly ſays merited the puniſhment he ſuffered, was by no 
means ſo diſreſpectful to the eſtabliſhed errors of Popery, as this 
is to our preſent government. See p. 81. 88. &c. 


| + This edict, as it is called, was in fact a treaty between the 
two contending parties who had long convulſed the kingdom, and 
the preſervation of it was a part of the coronation oath. Callica 


\ - 
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| Popery will be no mor@Popery, when it and toleration can 
0 | ſubſiſt together. Then the wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the 
| er jamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid, and 
& the calf and the young lion and the fatling together, and 
« a little child ſhall lead them,” Ifa. xi. 6. 
The repeal itſelf merits your attention. Did you 2 
and can you indeed approve an abſolute toleration of Po- 
pery; a public protection of popiſh biſhops, ſeminary prieſts 
and Jeſuits 2 Do you wiſh to ſee pope churches and popiſh 
ſchools erected in every corner of the land? Is the inſolence 
> | of Papiſts, which is already felt, fo agreeable, that you with 
for more ? Is their number ſo much diminiſhed under 
our beckons laws, that you wiſh again to promote their 
An old act of privy council, ratified in parliament 1600, 
5 c. 18. calls Jeſuits and ſeminary prieſts, the common enemies 
. to all Chriſtian governments; and is not this character fully 
: eſtabliſhed, by the ſevere edicts of moſt Roman Catholic pow- 
ers in Europe, againſt the whole ſociety of Jeſuits ? Shall we 
then receive with open arms theſe off-ſcourings of the earth? 
Shall a Proteſtant country be an afylum to thoſe miſcreants 
which even popiſh countries have baniſhed with infamy? Will 
wee not repent it, when we ſee theſe meſſengers of Satan, like 
| the great adverſary him going every where about ſeeking 
. whom they may devo ink of the diſmal ſituation of 
| many parithes, nay, almoſt counties in the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, which even in this land of light, and 
under all our wiſe eſtabliſhments for propagating Chriſtian 
knowledge, are yet ſunk in total darkneſs 1458 aſtray into 
groſſeſt ſuperſtition and idolatry, by the indefatigable emiſ- 


ſaries 


% 


Fidet, is a proverb too often and too well confirmed ; and popi/h 
peFfidy, which is a true, though not a literal tranſlation of the 
words, is the only account that can be given for ſuch a vice among 
ſuch a generous people. The Proteſtants of France thought they 
© had gained an additional ſecurity for obſerving the edit of 
© Nantz, when ſwearing to obſerve it was made a part of the 
* coronation-oath ; but it is probable this very thing undermined 
& and ruined it.” Baurnet's Hiftory of his own times, Year 1713. 


* In ſome parts of the Highlands, Proteſtants dare ſcarcely a- 
vow their ſentiments, among ſuch impudent and reſolute aſſaſſins. 
And who is ignorant of the popiſh inſolence, even in the chief cities 
of the kingdom, upon the mere hope of a repeal, 


* 1 * 
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faries of the church of Rome *. Think of theſe things, and 


fays Would-you wiſh to diſappoint the charitable proviſions 
os 


overnment, and of private Chriſtians, for enlightening 
at Four 


“ In the Account of the Society for Propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, written by the late 'worthy Mr. Belſches advocate, 
and pubiſhed by the Society in 1774, we have the following, 
among many other well authenticated facts of the ſame kind. 
„% South - Uiſt pariſh; conſiſting of the iſlands of South-Uiſt, Ben- 
« becula, and Eriſca, is 30 miles long, and 5 broad; and con- 
„ tains about 2600 ſouls, af whom 2300 are Papiſts. There are 
% two popiſh, ptieſts and a maſs-houſe here. Barra pariſh con- 
« ſiſts of thailand of Barra, which is 5 miles long, and 2 board, 
and of fix other ſmall iſlands ; and contains about 1306 ſouls, 
«of whom 1250 are Papiſts, A popiſh prieſt refides conſtantly 
* here. In the time of Charles I. all were Proteſtants ; but after 
* the Reſtoration, this and the pariſh of Harris being united in 
< one, and the then miniſter reſiding always in the latter, popiſh 
< prieſts came into the former, and perverted almoſt the whole 
ce inhabitants. Maydart, (a part of Ardoamuchan. pariſh) is 
«* 16 miles long, and from 5 to 7 broad, and contains 860 ſouls, 
« of whom 8 48 are Papiſts. Ariſaig (a part of the ſame pariſh) is 
« about 16 miles long and 7 broad, and contains 828 fouls, of 
« whom 824 ate Papiſts. South Moror (alſo a part of it) is 14 
miles long and between 2 and 3 broad, and contains 281'fouls, 
« of whom there is, only one Proteſtant. A popiſh prieſt reſides 
% conſtantly in Ariſaig, where a maſs-bouſe was built about ten 
ce” years ago. Another prielt reſides conſtantly in Moydart ; and 
a third refides uſually in South Moror,”” So that here are three 
opiſh prieſty to counteract the labouts of one Proteſtant miniſter. 
popilh r | er 

A very unequal match indeed amongſt ignorance and barbarity. 
At Stallaen in the Braes of Glenlivet (luveraven pariſh) 
is a popiſh college or ſeminary, being the only one in 'Scot+ 
% land; the number of ſtudents at which is in general from $ to 
„12, molt of whom are ſons to gentlemen in the neighbourhoad, 
% and ſome of them become prieſts without going abroad. At 
| * preſent there are twelve ſtudents. at this college. About a 
* century ago, the number of Papiſts in Glenlivet was ſo ſmall, 
« that they had no fixed prieſt, Since the etection of this col- 
«© lege about &o years ago, Popery hath made ſuch rapid progre/s 
« that there are now 1520 Papiſts io this and Kirkmichael, the 
*« neighbouring pariſh. The fituation of the college is peculiarly 
<« fitted for promoting Popery, being in the centre of 7 pariſhes, 


c and 7 miles from each church. Beſides a biſhop who conſtant- 
% ly reſides gt this college, there are generally 3, and often 6 


« prieſts, who officiate in the ſeveral maſs-hcuſes in both —_ 
| Ln 
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your ſellow- creatures, your own poor deluded. countrymen ? 
Would you with to raiſe a thicker cloud between them and 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ? 0 ? 

And is there not till another and moſt alarming conſi- 
deration, which ought always to be remembered ? If provi- 
dence ever made ſignal and viſible interpoſitions for an 
church or ſtate it hath been for ours. Upon every dear 
Privilege which-we now enjoy, an inſcription may be written, 

HIS 18 THE DOING OF THE LoRD; AND MARVELLOUS 

IN OUR/EYES. In what light then muſt our preſent conduct 

We have long been ungrateful; but if now we ſeem 

: avowedly to deſpiſe our mercies, is it not mocking God, and 

| daring the Almighty to his face? Let the apoſtle's queſtion, 

upon a fimilar occaſion, make us all fear, a emble, and 

«repent; Do we provoke the Lord to jealouſy * Are we ſfironger 
1 Cor. X. 22. | aff 


4s 


— * 
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„% Kilmanivaig pariſh (which includes the whole Braes of 
« Lochaber) is 25 miles long and 20 broad, and contains 2508 
« catechiſable perſons, of whom 1600 are Papiſts; two popiſh 
6 priefts reſide here. At North Meror (in Glenelg pariſh) which 
„ contains 1030 Proteſtants and 1340 Papiſts, there is a popiſh 


c there were at it 16 ſludents, many of them gentlemens ſons,” 
In about a dozen of theſe wild andextenſive pariſhes, there are 
above 20 popiſh prieſts, many maſs- houſes, a publick popiſh col · 
lege and an academy, Does not this melancholy account rather 
require dew laws, than a repeal of the old ones, for preventing 
the pernicious growth of Popery ? Might not the preamble of 


be adopted as equally proper in the 1779, Our Soyereiga Lord 
e conſidering the hazard that threatens the true Proteſtant reli- 
«pion, as at preſent ſettled and eſtabliſhed within this realm, and 
« may enſue by the increaſe and grawth of Popery, and the re- 


: foring 5 reſetting of Jeſuits, prieſts, and trafficking Papiſts 
within the ſame,” &c, . 7 DEGI | 


c academy erected on the legacy of a lady in England, Laſt year 


King William's act 3. p. 1700. (the chief one now in queſtion) 
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A few HINTS on the coxsTTHTVTTIONAL. 


and PRUDENT METHOD of oppoſing any 


intended REPEAL of our PRESENT Laws 


gagainſt POPERY.. 


« To petitlan the Ring is the right of every ſubject. - 


Theſe are the expreſs words of an article in the Claim of 


Right 1689. To remonſtrate to the Parliament is a right, 
which, from the very nature of our free government, every 


Briton muſt enjoy. The method then of oppoſition to 
any dangerous law, is evident at once. Let individuals ap- 
ply to King and Parliament, exprefling, with plainneſs and 
reſpect their apprehenſions on this ſubjeft, with the reaſons 
why they entertain ſuch fears. This, no doubt, is one me- 
thod of oppoſition, but it is not the only method; and though 
it may be the firſt which occurs to the mind ii theory, it is 
perhaps not the firſt which ſhould be put in practice. 
Communities, corporations, bodies politic, and ſocieties 
of every kind, are the moſt ordinary and proper addreſſers 
and remonſtrants.— They hav a name in law, and their 
ſentiments are always and juſtly regarded by the government. 


Of ſuch ſocieties there are many in this kingdom, which 


2 explicitly to declare their ſentiments on the preſent 
occaſion. | : 

Our eccleſiaſtical aſſemblies, as the natural guardians of 
the Proteſtant religion, hold the firſt place. The truly aſto- 
niſhing conduct of the late General Aſſembly, when this 
matter was propoſed to them, had indeed a dreadful aſpect *. 


But they were deceived, did not know how much 


cauſe there was to be al And we are happy now to 
ſee that they were by no means a fair repreſentative of the 
church of Scotland. A great majority of the provincial ſy- 
nods both in weight and number, have very freely declared 


their utmoſt abhorrence of = change in our laws _ CON= 
by, Z tution 


* 29th May 1978. Excillat illa Dies evo ; nec poſtera credant_ 


Sæcula ! Cerie nos taceamus, et obruta multa 
Neae tegi propria patiamur erimina gentis. 


— 
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ſtitution for the ſake of Popery · z and it is yet hoped the 
next General Aſſembly will do the ſam mat Ran but friends 
of a faction, were members of the laſt Aſſembly. None but 
friends of Proteſtantiſm and preſbytery ſhould be members of 
the next. For a long time after Reformation, - ſuch 
a ſcheme as the — roy durſt not have been propoſed, with- 
out the church being conſulted ; and perhaps the conduct of 
rc herſelf is chiefly the cauſe of her being now ne- 

ecte 
n The Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge,” on ac- 
count of its very name, muſt here be mentioned. If the 
propoſed repeal take place, their charters may be cancelled: 
And farely the old royal Werz need not be nen to 
counteract the new law. 

Royal boroughs and other i incorporations will firſt feel the 
effects of public licence being given to popiſh churches 4. 
And univerſities ought certainly to do all e can to 0 
vent n ee 1 

a N | ut, 


2 . The then ek e ae ee three di - 
viſions. Bravely and explicitly againft the repeal, 9. viz. Dum- 
fries, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, Perth and Stirling, Fife, 
Angus and Mearns, Moray, Roſs, Glenelg ;- to which number, 
it is believed, the ſynod of Sutherland and Caithneſs, and perhaps 
ſome others, will ſoon be added. —Neuter, or rather bath for 
and againſ}, 1. viz. Lothian and Tweedale.— Silent, careing 


for none of theſe things, 4. viz. Merſe and Tiviotdale, Aberdeen, 


| 4rgyle, Orkney, Matt. x. 32. 33. Matt. xii. 30. 
+ ses their Reſolution, the laſt io the foregoing collection. 


+ Since the firſt publication of this pampblet, moſt of the royal 
boroughs, towns and "incorporations, and even many counties, 
parifhes, and private ſocieties have, with becoming ſpirit, publicly 
declared their oppoſition to the propoſed repeal. The News-papers 


have for weeks paſt been filled with advertiſements to this purpoſe, 


and there are daily more received from every corner of the land, 
Thouſands and tens of thouſands haye been forward to expreſs 
their warmeſt attachment to our preſent happ 7 conſtitution in 
church and ſtate, and their utmoſt abhorrence of any encourage. 
ment being given to the irreconcileable foes of the goſpel and of 
liberty. May we not yet hope, that ſuch a goodly number tate 
pleaſure in the flones of our Zion, and favour the au thereof ? 
May we not yet rejoice in the "ra promiſe, from which 
this Go charagter is taken. Plal. cil, 13. 14, e. 
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But, in ſhort, all the true Proteſtant inhabitants of Scot- 
land, will, leſs or more, ſooner or later, ſuffer for any en- 
eo t- that may be given to Popery; and all ought 
therefore, with one voice, to oppoſe it. So far as they are 
members, or have influence in any of the above ſocieties, 
they ſhould do their duty in that character: But though no 
better can be, they ought as individuals to take proper mea · 
ſures for their own and the national ſecurity. many Qc- 
caſions we have ſeen applications r from indi- 
viduals. Did not even Papiſts themſelves in Summer laſt 
addreſs the throne, and meet with a gracious —_— 2 
The preſent ſtate of the Britiſh army may bear witneſs that, 
to our power, and much beyond our power, we have exert- 
ed qurſelves in ſupport of his Majeſty and government, and 


ſhall we doubt our being at laſt heard in defence of our un- 
queſtionable rights + ? At any rate, our applications are con- 


itutional ; and whether acceptable or not, they may be at- 
tended with ſucceſs, — Though we ſhould not have intereſt 
ſufficient to obtain a favour, we may have intereſt ſuffici 
to prevent a wrong. Thoſe: who will not court us, ma 


vernment, like Chriſtians, like Proteſtants : 'Let us do our 
utmoſt for our country, fer aur people, for the city of our GOD; 
and LORD do 2 2 a him aL 28am, 
X 12 2 | 
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+ Scotland bath furniſhed for the gew levies much more, than 
double all the reſt of his Majeſty's dominions put together. How 
the Scots regiments were raiſed every one knows. Some of the 
chief encouragers of them have declared, add why ſhould not 
government hear the declaration, That if this requital of theif 
1 had been expected, theſe regiments would have been yet 
unraiſed. 

N. B. Theſe two notes were not in the firſt edition of this 
Pamphlet, December 1778. but were added in the ſecond im- 
preſſion, January 1779. X ” 
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de unwilling to alienate our affection. Let us be cou- 
* rage ; Let us quit ourſelves like men, like: citizens of a free go- 
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73, Lonp Kath inc Bite e . ur, e 


4 are glad, Pfal. cxxvi, 3. 


> 


eee e fathers ave id 


us ; ue vill not hide them from their uad, Bras 
generation to come, the pruiſen of the LoxD, 2 his hy 


and his | wonderful works, that he hath done.—= For he h efla- 
bliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Tfrael, which 
he commanded our fathers, that they ſhould make them known to 
their children, that the generation to come might know them, even 


the children which ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare 


them to their children, THAT THEY MIGHT SET THEIR 
HOPE In GOD, AN D NOT FORGET "THE WORKS OF 
GOD; BUT KEEP His COMMANDMENTS, Pfal. Err. 
. | | : : 
R IT" * 8 
ee FR Go wes our rack; and the high” 
Go our Redeemer, Pfal. Lxxviil. 35. 


7% Lonn reigneth, let the earth rejoice, 1s te u 


Mer be glad thereof,” Pal. xcvii. 1. 


The Lok p. ſhall reign for ever, even thy Gor, O Zion, unte 


(all generations P, ego the LonD, . cxlvi. 10. 
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